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“ How charming is divine philosoply !
Not harsh and crabbed as dull fools suppose;
But musical as is Apollo’s lute,
And a perpetual feast of nectar’d sweets,
Where no crude surfeit reigos.”

—John Milton.
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(I) “No cult in the world has produced a richer devotional literature, or one mor,

instinct with brilliance of imagination, fervour of feeling and grace of expression.”
—Prof. L. D. Barrett, The Heart of India, ps 82.

“Inno literature with which I am acquainted has the individual religious life—has its
struggles and dejections, its hopes and fears, its confidence and triumph—received a delineation
more frank and more profound.”

—Charles Eliot, Hinduism and Buddhism, vol II, p. 27.

. “In the matter of pure devotional outpouring, exuberance and ebullience of language
Tamil has hardly a parallel in the world’s literature.”

~ Dr. C, P. Ramaswamy Aiyer, P. E. N. Conference:



476 PméCamia®

SHETRD sTEns Ul Qumtd yri A
2 BauTdlg, Sulsnfls s weranw JueoTd @EIss,
S 187 s uh 5T HH penmsen 2 Qsuis;
Pansw dor g siid eamenmin? Qo sl auari 5s;
DY(He BT D> yuisd wrwmd oy Hms 1045 s%vaur
SPwdumd uriiysd g1 Carer my Aot wir(w;
@G QL g ssui Hif paaTtsren | efme
suen §5 o & Bb g SO sTetr mi WEPH ey SFTit w1 56

e gder Fmeymumrd ghTeTHU LG
LG mwnen, BDHD 515 s507
Cormsdd Hobpun Hmoussi(e)
(st Ssir oo ausmsulpH Qs &
&Tew & Fsir & eh Fuiomilt s % %0 5uen Bl Heir
Qumeelssni! sbipsm1us sstal, (7)
CUTET & F)uT (P50 MBI G #6018 LOSITLL L6007 T &
Q&1 ojeui wrever dusir QersoCaear 2 7

(2) “Sambandha was a born poet who ‘lisped in numbers, for the numbers came.’
He must be reckoned as a genuine Tamil poet, certainly the greatest in the lyrical department.
His hynns are models of pure and elevated diction, generally and touching, but always
melodious and well —turned. ”*

(3) “Sambandha appears to have been an indefatigable traveller, and to have visited
almost every town and every village of any consequence in the Tamil land.”

~—Prof P. Sundaram Pillai, M.A.

(4) “Inany social group, whatever its nature and however large it may be, language
plays a role of primary importance. 1t is the strongest of the bonds uniting the members of the
group, and itis at the same time the symbol and safeguard ¢ f their common life. What instrument
can have greater efficacy than language in affirming the individuality of the group ? It is their
sign of recognition and their badge of brotherhood.”

—J. Vendryes, Language.,
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(14) There are, indeed, but few poems in any language that can surpass Thiruvasakam
or the holy word of Manikkavasagar, in profundity of thought, in earnestness of feeling, or in
that simple childlike trust, in which the struggling human soul, with its burdens of intellectual

and moral puzzles, finally finds shelter.”

— Prof. P. Sundaram Pillai, M.A.

“There are few works in Tamil devotional literature that compare with, certainly none
that excel the Thiruvasakam, in light and grace, in lofty feeling and fervid piety, in passionate
longing for spiritual peace and purity, and in the uplifting faith in divine grace in which the
humau soul, tossed about on the stormy billows of intellectual and moral puzzles, finds a safe
haven of rest.”

—Prof M. S. Purnalingam Pillai,
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(15) “In India, the Conditions of human love, from the first meeting of eyes to ultimate
self oblivion, have seemed spiritually sxgmﬁcant and there has always been a free and duec'
use of sexual imagery in religious symbolism.” ;

—Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, The Transformation of Nature inArt, 'p. 44
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(16) ““The historical spirit, the antiquarian spirit, to a great degree even the critical
§pisit,. are developments only of modern times.”
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(17) “To a mind broocing on the silent teauty exhibited in the varied phenomena of
nature, to an intellect diving deep into the mysteries that lie in the inmost corners of life, to a
soul soaring high into ethereal regions of religion and philcsoply, to a spirit seeking s~rence rest
in moral sanctity and Divine grace, nothing appears so permanently beautiful, so certainly
impressive and effective, as the study of a fine piece of poetry.”

—Maraimalai Adigal.
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