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 Speech Delivered by
His Sxcellency thes Governor
. Dr. P. C. Alexandar

Mr.Padmanabhan, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am sorry-I have to speak to you in English.
I have not yet reached the level of confidence when
I can make an off-hand speech in. Tamil. Mr.Padma-
nabhan and Mr. AludiaPillai mentioned to- me
several times about the importance of the ceremony
of this function. I myself asked them, how, the
pension scheme is going to be received by this
Community of Oduvars and how the public also
will be viewing the Pension Scheme. But seeing so
many of you present here, looking. at . your
status, looking at your simple attire, your beads
around your neck, the jasmine garlands around you,
your - simple attire, the vibuti on your forehead
really fills my heart with great pleasure. Because I
see in you, really the people, who are a chain in their
glorious heritage, a_heritage which goes back to
several centuries in this State. You are a precious
chain in that heritage and it is in our interest to _see
that this chain is never snapped and this chain is
carried forward. From as far back as the 7th and
8th centuries after Christ-many things would have
existed before that -but it was in the 7th and 8th
centuries that a major change took place in the
history of Hinduism in our country. Upto  about
7th Century, the focus was on devotion with a lot
of ritualism also. But you find from the 7th Century
onwards, in Tamil Nadu a new development, which
was wonderful T could better say, institutional
development in religion. Four major changes took
place after the 7th century over a period of three
and a half to four centuries in Tamil Nadu.
' The first was the establishment of the institution
of Vidyapiths, centres of learning. Till then, learning
or_knowledge, which remained a part of an oral
tradition, had to be institutionalised through the
instrument of training. And so the great founders,
The great religious fonders of the South, particularly
in Tamilnadu, established the institution of Vidya-
piths, which made a remarkable change in ‘the
whole propogation of knowledge, which was con-
fined only to oral tradition, That was the first change.

The second change was the establishment of a

new type of institution, called “Mutt’. The insti-
tution of ‘Mutt’ in those days started as really a

.
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hostel or a hall, where trainees should come, live
together, hear the scriptures, learn them, not merely
to recite but to write,annotate and explain them to the
people outside. If you go through some of the great
archacological, epigraphical evidences available
about the century, you would find that each mutt
had a number of villages attached to it. There were
big celebrated mutts, which had even four to five
thousand villages attached to it. In other words
they were not merely hostel or halls for the preser-
vation of knowledge in the precincts of the hall but
they were institutions for determination of religious
knowledge and spiritual awakeningto a large number
of villagers associated with them. That was second
major development after the 7th Century.

The third major development was the establish-
ment of big temples that we see them today. Not
that there were no temples before the 7th century;
Ancient temples go back to centuries before Christ.
But huge complexes, which will be centres of devo-
tion and the spread of religious knowledge and
sources of inspiration, came to be built up during
these three centuries. If you find, if you look at the
history of some of these famous temples, you will be
amazed to see a large degree of synchronisation,
many of them on the top of great hills, some of them
which could be on top of hills and the Gopuras
built around creating in the minds of the devotees
that celestial quest of divinity and spiritualism. In
all these temples of that period you will find, as you
enter, inscriptional, epigraphical and sculptural
representations on the great epics Mahabharatha
and Ramayana. The most important events of Maha-
bharatha and Ramayana, you will find in the form
of sculptures as the devotees enterthe temple, which
is to remind them of the great spiriwual values for
which the temples were established. Also,the impor-
tance of these temples, during this period was, that
they did not merely look into the spiritual or devo-
tional part of a man’s life. They cared equally for
scientific, artistic, architectural and even physical
development of the citizen. The temple architecture,
the whole science of iconography, the whole science
of sculpture, developed during this period. You

find huge halls which can feed thousands of people

at a time, which shows that these halls were intended
to feed, places of discourses, debates, lively exchange
of views and thereby centres where knowledge could
be really churned out of human mind and you
find during this period the rise of big institution of
temples. I repeat there were temples from centuries
before Christ but in this period, the institution of
temples which conveyed to the people the ‘dea that
man and Godare linked togeiher through Religion
or worship is the vehicle for linking man with God.
That came into prominence during this period.

And, the fourth, institution, which was developed
during this period, was the institution of endowments
for protecting spiritual knowledge and religious
heritage. Kings, Chieftains, Zamindars, rich
people at that time came forward to make large
endowments so that the culture of the religious and
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spiritual heritage could be preserved not only for
that period but for the succeeding generations. That
is where, you find some of the most important
archacological and epigraphical,inscriptional eviden-
ces about the Oduvars. But Mr .Padmanabhan
referred to the great Chola Prince, Chola King,
Raja Raja, the Great. In his time, large endowments
were made for the benefit of the Oduvars in recogni-
tion of the great services they were providing to the
temples at that time. We find several endowments
for preservation of worship in a temple, for training
of priests in a temple,for pilgrimages, institution of
pilgrimages, for certain fixed dates on celebration
of festivals all these came out during this period.

Thus we find these four institutions, which
played a very prominent and important role in the
propagation of the faithand the preservation ofessen-
tial features of Hinduism overa period of three and a
half to four centuries afterthe 7th century. Thatis why
we are today able to meet them in this heritage, If
the people,were not taking the trouble of institutiona-
lising the spiritual fund of knowledge and if theyhad
not really provided with the support for them, pro-
bably some of these traditions would have been lost
or would have disappeard. Our gratitude to the
people of that generation, who had the far sight to
have this institutional approach in Tamil Nadu to
preserve the spiritual and religious heritage of this
State. Even today, you will read in the newspapers,
how much of special heritage is being just actually
dugup. Some body goes and digs up a piece of ground
for building a house and lower in the ground, out
comes an image or sculptural piece belonging to
centuries past, which shows, the richness of the heri-
tage that still remains intact. 'We have only seen part
of it so far. Great work has been done by the Archa-
cological Department of Tamil Nadu. I have greatest
admiration for these who have done pioneering work
in the Archacological Department of this state. But
the fact that we are able to find very ancient, very
precious, valuable, sculptural pieces, even today,
by accident, shows that this land, remains tobe ex-
plored further about this ancient past.

Mr. Aludia Pillai referred to my humble interst
in getting the Nataraja Idol back to our State. Of
course, at that time, I never know I would ever come
back to this State and be in a position to talk to
you about this. But, as a proud citizen of India, I
felt mortified with the fact that such a precious piece,
which was the object of worship ,which had been
very clearly established by experts as an object of
worship for centuries, could bejust taken away
by some theives and sold for a few thousands of
pounds and this really made my blood boil. And that
is why we had the courage to engage one of the
top-most legal Luminaries in England at that time
to take up our cause one of the top leaders of the
Bar argued for this case. It was not merely the case
of this particular image.This would establish a case=
law, by which we can get back several such images.
The imporance of this judgment lies in the fact that
once the appeal period is over which will be'in a few -



days’ time this will constitute a major case-law by
which we can quote this and get back several other
objects which had been the objects of worship in our
country, which literally ordinary thieves-I cannot find
any other name for them just pilferred, stole and
sold for a sum. As Aludiarillai said, 1 am looking
forward with great enthusiasm to the day and 1 will
go to Meenambakkam Airport along with my
collcagues and bring that image with a right royal
weicome back to Tamil Nadu. 1 am mentioning this
to show what a precious heritage we have in this
State, and how much more has to be unecarthed and
brought to light. '

‘Mr. Padmanabhan mentioned about the
Padalgal and the need for translation of
them into other languages, the need for a good
translation of Kambaramayanam into English itself.
In my long discussions with him, every time I get
an opportunity because of my interest in Tamil
Language and culture, I accept his great authority
on this subject and ask him about the areas where
we can really do something which will have a® lasting
effect. In fact, it was his suggestion to me that if we
can get the songs of the Siddhas properly translated,
edited and rescarched and published, it will be a very
lasting contribution not only to Tamil Language and
literature but to religious learning as I told the whole
range of mysticism which has developed around the
world as a whole. We have taken certain steps inthat
direction and 1 am sure over a period of time, the
results will show themselves out.

In conclusion, let me assure you, though in
English -actually you will understand the sincerity
of my words-we consider you as very important
source of service for Tamil culture andTamil heritage.
You have preserved it over generations and we want
that this heritage and this tradition should not be
only preserved upto this generation but handed over
to the next generation. What “we are doing today
is just a token. The amount is very small but behind
this small amount, there is really genuine commit-
ment. My congratulations once again  to the
community of Oduvars and, I repeat, I feel extremely
‘happy-very very pleased to see you all.
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