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“ Remember that you are a human being with a soul and the

divine gift of articulate speech;

language of Shakespeare and Milton and The Bible;

that your native language is the
and don’t sit

there crooning like a bilious pigeon™.

—G. B. Shaw, in Pygmalion
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“ The soothing power of poetry is great and its influence on our mind is vivid and sweet.

s Yrsaw—m. I, 1pHEGausr,

To hearts eaten

away by sorrow and worldly cares, the reading of poetry comes as a healing balm : to hearts chilled by the icy hand
of crueity, it appears like the warming rays of the morning sun ; and to hearts stained with the blackest crime and
the basest vice it comes as the washing water of a crystal rill. Ah! How lovely are the changes wrought by pdttry
in the mind of man ; and how profound and permanent are the moral effects it brings into his inward nature.”

—MARAIMALAI ADIGAL
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*  “To-day I stand here and say, with the conviction
of truth, that this is the Punya Bhumi, the land of
Karma. If there is any land on earth that can lay
claim to be the blessed Punya Bhumi, to be the land to
which all souls on this earth must come to account for
Karma, the land to which every soul that is wending
its way Godward must come to attain its last home, the
larad where humanity has attained its highest towards
gentleness, towards purity, towards calmness, above all,
the land of introspection and of spirituality, its abode
is INDIA.”

—Swami Vivekananda,
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