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““ Places are made sacred, by the living in them of
saints, whose pure magnetism, radiating from them,
attunes the whole atmosphere to peace-giving vibrations.
Sometimes holy men, or beings from the higher worlds,
will directly magnetise a certain place, as in the case
mentioned in the Fourth Gospel (St. John, V, 4), where
an angel came at a certain season and touched the
water, giving it healing qualities. In such places even
careless worldly men will sometimes feel the blessed
influence, and will be temporarily softened and inclined
towards higher things. . :

Anyone who observes himself will find that some
places are more conducive to calm meditation, to
religious thought, to worship, than others. In a room,
a building, where there has been a great deal of worldly
thought, of frivolous conversation, of mere rush of
ordinary worldly life, it is far harder to quiet the mind
and to concentrate the thought, than in a place where
religious thought has been carried on year after year,
century after century ; there the mind becomes calm
and tranquil, and that which would have demanded
serious effort in the first place is done without effort in
the second.

This is the rationale of places of pilgrimage, of
temporary retreats into seclusion ; the man turns inward
to seek the God within him, and is aided by the atmo-
sphere created by thousands of others who before him
have sought the same in the same place.”

3 —DRr. ANNIE BESANT,
ESOTERIC CHRISTIANITY, PAGE. 260
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hunman power cannot effect and certainly that which produces this must be better than man. What can

this be but God?”
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““If you say ‘There is no God’, I can only ask you, how a speck
of mortal, living for a moment, on an atom of an earth, in plain sight of
an infinite universe, full of beauty, wonder and design, can confidently hold

so improbable a view?”
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