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Mahratta Rule in' the South and thelr Contribution
towards Cultural Heritage of Tamil Country

Snmant TULAJENDRA RAJAH P. BHOSALE,
T Great Grandson of H. H. Shl\’ajl Maharajah
the Last Ruler of Tharjavur,

Prince and Life Member of

T.M. S. S. M. Library, ThanJavur

~ With gleat delectatlon and pleasure as uhe'descendant of
Chatrapathl Serfoji Maharajah the ‘scholar prince of Thanjavur,
I have noted here a feéw points related to the contribution of the
Mahrattas to the cultural heritage of the Tamil country. Ekoji
alias Venkoji was the founder King of Mahratta dynasty in
Thanjavur during 17th century and he was the half-brother of the
Great Shiva Chatrapathi. : Sabaji was the common father |for
Shlva]1 and Kkoji, and their.decendants ruled Satala, Kolhapur
and Thanjavur. - They were all from Bhosale family.  When the
Bhosale. family entered the Tamil rcountry. they had left their
imperishable imprint in the literature, a'chitecture, music. arts,
culture and politics of Tamllnadu The mam role of the Mahratta
ngs of Thanjavur was in preserving the faloric of Indian
culture during the tur bulent period of for eign mvasmns

The Mahrattas spread ‘olit froth Bangalore to the south are
today mixed with the people of ’I(amllnadu and adopted the Tamil
culture as their own. The Mahratta rulers also- patronised the
ﬂmdu Rellglon and Cultire. Sailit Samartha Ramdass Swaml
and his disciples v1s1ted South Indla durmcr Venkonji's period and
estabhshed several Mutts. His' ‘divine grace and deep erudltlon
attracted several devotees and followers irrespective of caste and
créed. So, the Mutts in "Thanjavur and Mannargudi are propaga-
ting Hinduism and culture to the people of Tamilnadu. The first
Riuler Venkoji gave patronage to thé Saints. Poets and Scholars
of Marathi, Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil, and the tradltlon ‘' Was
continued by the successive rulers of Thanjavur. Venkoji put
foundation for this.
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The Fine Arts like painting. music and dance were given
encouragement and they flourished during the Mahratta period.
So. Dance Dramas were written during Sahaji’s period, who was the
son of Venkoji and it is called that, Thanjavur is the birth place of
Dance Drama. As the population of Thanjavur was mixed one
such as Tamils, Nayaks, Marathas and Gujarathis, multi lingual
dramas were written. Even the Mahratta rulers themselves were
great scholars and they composed poems, lyrics. treatises and
synthesised the culture of Tamil, Telugu and Mahratta.

The notable trait of Venkoji and his successors never
attempted to thrust their ways of living and thinking to conquer
the people or subjects. They wisely and freely mixed with
existing culture and patronised it.  This in turn made the people
%o love, respect them and not look upon them as intolerable aliens.

So people led their life happily and observed this as the best in
the Mahratta culture,

Immediately after his setting down at Thanjavur, Venkoii
devoted his entire attention towards improvement of agriculture
and the econemic condition of his subjects by providing jrrigation
facilities like widening and deepening of canals. constructing
new tanks, make use of waste lands for cultivation ete.

Serfoji 11, last but one of the Mahratta rulers contributed o
lot towards mnational integration through language. Many
languages were taught in the Navavidya Kalanidhi Sala and
started Sanskrit and Tamil schools separately in various places.
He utilised his leisure and wealth to collect manuscripts, books and
art pieces from all over the country and even rom the Britishers.
That is why he could enrich the collections of manuscripts, and
books in the Sarasvati Mahal Library. Sothe Sarasvati Mahal
Library received the attention of Western Scholars also. Serfoji
established Charitable. Medical institutions such as Dhanvantari
Mahal and a Printing Press of his ewn for the benefit of his
sulijects.

A Crowned head meed 10t be a scholarly one; A Scholurly
head need not be & erowned head. But, the mighty Mahratta
rilers of Thanjavur struck a happy balance between these two
opposing ideals.
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