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EDITORIAL

At the outset I ¢ ave the indulzence of the
readers for the inordinate delay in bringing out
this issue. 1 joined duty ax the Director of
Sarasvati Mahal on 25 -8—1989. On 24—9—1989
MaharajahSerfoji’'s 212th Birthday was celebrated.
A commemoration volume of Serfoji was brought
out on that occassion. Then | had to devote my
attention ¢n the conduct of various seminars on
Tamil. Sanskrit. Telugu and Marathi languages.
For the past several years all the threc issues
were put together and published in a single volume.
Hereafter we propose to bring out this Journal as
a quarterly in the months of March,June.Septem-
ber and December. As the number of pages of
this journal is increased the annual subscription
is also increased and fixed at Rs. 100/- per annum.

As usual this Journal will contain articles
in Tamil, English, Sanskrit and Marathi. I
request the scholars and Research Institutions to
send in their annual subscriptions before 10th
March 1990.

Thanjavur, g , M. SADASIVAM,
31—12—83. DIRECTOR.
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FRCM OUR VISITORS’ BOOK
TRIBUTES To SARASVATI MAHAL

T D —

This is indeed a great shrine of our heritage. It is a matter of
great satisfaction that every one herc is viewing it with vencration and
devotion and contributing his or her best for its preservation.

R. V S. PERI SASTRI,
28 —6—1989, Chief Election Committee

It isa most interesting experience to visit this library. We were
indeed educated about the important work being done regarding the
preservation of ancient documents and manuscripts. The hard work and
dedication of the Director and all the members of the staff is self evident.

B. N. KIRPAL,
26—8--1989. Judge, Delhi High Court

I was taken round the library by the Director Sri M. Sadasivam
and publication manager Sri Panchanathan. 1 am very happy to learn
that now a full time Director has been posted and a learned and versatile
professor, and linguist Sri M. Sadasivam has been chosen for this job.
Needless to say that an institution like this library deserves full support and
full time attention for development and proper upkeep. It is one of the
very rare libraries of this kind in India and has a very rich collection of
original manuscripts and paintings besides thousands of rare books. I am
glad to learn that every possible effort is being made to keep the original
documents in proper form. No funds would be too much for an institution
like this and liberal grants should be made available to preserve the great
store of knowledge and culture. The microfilming of all original documents
and printing them are essential. Hence even though facilities for these
exist at present, they need to be further improved and developed.

I give my felicitations and good wishes to all members of the staff
who are associated with the upkeep and development of this rare and great

institution.
Institutio S. C. DIKSHIT, 1. ». s,

Director General of Police, Lucknow.
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I visited the library along with my family members. The staff
have been very cordial and explained every item very patiently. The staff
are also having pleasing manners which keep the visitors in a congenial
mood so that they are receptive. Myself and my family members much

benefitted.
P. CHELLIAH,

Spl. Officers Committee,
Co-operative Mills Ltd.

A very interesting and impressive visit which demonstrated a true
dedication to caring for a treasure-house of written culture. Grateful thanks
to all concerned who took so much trouble to post myself and my colleagues.

John E. Mc. INTYRE,
Head of Preservation
2291989 National Library of Scotland.

It was a thrill to go round Sarasvati Mahal. There is tremendous effort
to preserve a cultural heritage in pictures, scripts and literature. One
marvels at our past and we should be proud of it,

Every Indian, I think, should visit this place, as a point of pilgrimage,
and return enlightened.

The staff and officers need however adequate assistance from alj
concerned and also technological guidance such as modern research to
preserve all this. Outside exhibition of prints may help understand the
importance of this very unique effort,

R. H. MANOHAR,
Member R. S.
2-10—~-1989 Chairman St. Palican,

May this institution be prosperous.
O. D. SHARMA,
Comnmittee officer,
Rajyasabha, Parliament House,
2—10—1989. New Delhi.
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I visited this Sarasvati Mahal library on this date and I find it to be

very unique, fascinating to the world.
BOM SENG

31—10--1989, Malaysia.

I feel so proud of having an opportunity to visit your library which

has impressed me so much,
TAN PENG SAN,

31—10— 1989, Malaysia,

1 am highly impressed by library administration and its officer’s
enthusiasm. 1 found unique Library in India. The valuables of our ancient
culture and literature are preserved by this library. I hope these assets will be
helpful to our young scholars in their research work.

Justice V. H. BHAIRAVIR,
2~ 11-1989. High Court of Ahmedabad.

A rare opportunity provided to sce the manuscripts written long back,
with all the courtesies, microfilming will help national heritage. The
administration and arrangement superb, dedication exists. Let us participate
in rich culture.

U. C. SAKSENA,
Secretary,
7—11—1989. L I. C. of India, Bombay,

I took opportunity to visit Sarasvati Mahal Library and I am
considering myself lucky to be able to see wonderful scriptures and
manuscripts so well preserved. Microfilming of these has also been a
great idea. This way, Sarasvati Mahal Library is contributing greatly to our
culture and ancient heritage,

(I was very happy to transact Group Insurance and give LIC’s
Master Policy covering all employees of this library.)

N. K. SHINKAR,
21111989, Chairman, L. I. C. of India

J-16
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I was extremely fascinated to go through some of the works in the
Sarasvati Mahal Library. A lot of pains taking work is being accomplished
here to preserve the past for the benefit and enrichment of the future.

Deputy Commissioner of Income Taxes,
1—12—-1989. Madras.

[ have studied about and heard of this great Sarasvati Mahal Library.
But to-day only I had the great fortune of visiting this library. [t is
wonderful and meticulous that the authorities have undertaken to
preserve and disseminatc the great fund of knowledge embodied in the

age-old manuscripts. Itis too big an effort for me to comprehend and
write about in this short time.

1 -12—1989. Income-tax Officer, Thanjavur,
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AN APPEAL
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Manuscripts on Palm Leaf or Paper of the ancient
works of the wise men of the past, are the great treasures,
solely inherited by the Nation and it is the moral
obligation of persons who possess them to preserve them
safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession or
you know friends or neighbours who possess them. You
can make a great contribution to the cause of the preser-
vation not only of our National Culture but also to the
Culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to present
such manuscripts to the famous T.M. S. S. M, Library
Thanjavur.

The manuscripts so presented will be acccpted a.nd
acknowledged with pleasure and gratitude by the authorities
of the Library, preserved with meticulous care and made
available to successive generations of readers and scholars
for study and research. The hitherto unpublished works
found among them, will be printed and published in due
course, as facilities occur, with the expression of the
Library’s gratitude for your gift.

The great Scholar-King of Tanjore, Rajah Serfoji, has
attained immortal fame by dedicating enormous time and
wealth to the expansion and firm establishment -of this
world-famous ‘Sarasvati Mahal Library.” It is open to
you to share the honour of Serfoji, in your own measure
by contributing your manuscripts to the great institution
built by him.
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This great Honour is beckoning to you to accept it.
Will you hasten to take it up? The Library waits for
your answer,

DIRECTOR,
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.
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Nationality :
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Thanjavur
Three issues a year

T.M.S.S. M. Library Society Press
Thanjayur,

indian

T.M §.S.M. Library Society Press,
Thanjavur - 613 009

T.M.S.S. M. Library Society,
Thanjavur.

Indian

Thanjavur Maharaja Serfoji's
Sarasvati Mahal Library Society,
Thanjavur.

M. Sadasivam
Indian

M. Sadasivam
Director,

Sarasvati Mahal Library Society,
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