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AN APPEAL
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Manuscripts on Palm Leaf or Paper of the ancient
works of the wise men of the past, are the great treasures,
solely inherited by the Nation, and it is the moral
obligation of persons who possess them to preserve them
safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession or
you know friends or neighbours who possess them. You
can make a great contribution to the cause of the preser-
vation not only of our National Culture but also to the
Culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to present
such manuscripts to the famous T.M. S S. M. Library,
Thanjavur.

The manuscripts so presented will be accepted and
acknowledged with pleasure and gratitude by the authorities
of the Library, preserved with meticulous care and made
available to successive generations of readers and - scholars
for'study and research. The hitherto unpublished works
found among them, will be printed and published in due
course, as facilities occur, with the expression of the
Library’s gratitude for your gift.

The great Scholar-King of Tanjore, Rajah -Serfoji, has
attained immortal fame by dedicating enormous time ang
wealth to the expansion and firm establishment of thjs
world-famous ‘Sarasvati Mahal Library.’ It is open to
you to share the honour of Serfoji, in your own measure
by contributing your manuscripts to the great institution’
built by him. :

. This great Honour is beckoning to
Will you hasten to take -it up? The
your answer, S

you to accept it.

Collector & Director,
T.M.S.S.M. Library, Thanjavur

th
K I TG TG
S oy

Library waits for .

SN I I I S U I L DI I K DB

]

o>

% :

t"-au".jg% ‘t’t gn" K‘»ﬁ.-"j k"gﬂd m

.2

&

i

.".'".". 'i"’“.'..l ‘i'."-l...j.

b4

.

s §

:‘t" va."’} &" n--".j i:"

5

..a.-"}g..f* "‘t‘o-..-'j.(’-

oo esf o,

&,
g



The Journal of
The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvati Mahal Library

—_——
=

Vol. XXXVI A. D. 1986 Saka 1908 No. 1,2&3

EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

This Journal of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvati
Mahal Library, Volume XXXVI, is now presented to our readers
with extreme happiness. 'This contains valuable research oriented
articles on literature, history, fine arts and histriography, written
after careful analysis of the manuscripts in our collection in
Sanskrit, Tamil. Marathi and Telugu. The Telugu article is
made out in Devanagari seript.

Our Tibrary possesses with pride, numerous collections of
manuscripts and books of very great value, dealing with all bran-
ches of knowledge. Apart from this, we are in the process of
collecting manuscripts (palm-leaf and paper) and books from
donors.  Thus our collection keeps on growing day by day.

The Library has appointed great scholors in different fields
of knowledge in Tamil. Sanskrit, Marathi and Telugu as Guest
Editors to bring out in print. the rare collections of our Library.
The Lecturer in Sanskrit and the Pandits are also engaged in
editing and publishing of manuscripts. Research scholars from
different parts of the motherland and the rest of the world visit the
Library.



The Government of India and the Government of Tamilnadu
render very great help by the sanction of grants to the Library.
We express our gratitude for their continued patranoge. With
these grants, we have published so far 234 books in Tamil.
Sanskrit, Marathi and Telugu.

Our thanks are due to the donors of manuscripts and books,
the contributors in this number and the staff members of the
Library. who with great devotion did their part in bringing out
this volume.

T. R. RAMASWAMY, 1.A.8.,
Thanjavur, Listrict Collector and Director,
13-5-1986. } Sarasvati Mahal Library.



GLIMPSES

—

V. M. Ananthanarayanan, M A , M phil ,
Lecturer in Sanskrit.

In this Journal we have four articles dealing with the aspects of history,
culture and development of literature during the Maratha period.

The article entitled Irandam Ekojiyum Prancamrtasaramum of Smt.
S. Rajalakshmi, stresses the fact that the king was a great patron of letters
though he ruled for a short span. The Prapancamrtasara consists of seventy
chapters. among which, the Devimahatmyasataka, Parabrahmatattvanirupana
Tulajamaharajagunavarnana and Dipambamahatmya have already appeared in
our previous issues of journals, The appendix of the article under discussion,
has the critical edition of Uttamasevakanirupana, one among the Prapan-
camrta collection discribes in 105 verses, the duties of a servant. This piece
could be kept on par with the chapters on the dutics of a loyal servant of the
Dharmasastra texts.

Volume 35 of our journal carried the first part of the article - Mudalam
Serfojiyum Avar Kalatthu Nulgalum. King Serfoji’s birth and learning have
been discussed at length in that article. The King’s understanding of the
statecraft, the overcoming of the problems in administiation too found a
place in that. Apart from these, the author, basing his argument on the text
Serfojicarita, detailed on the protection of Grand-Anicut (Kallanai) and the
part played by Serfoji I, on the administration of Sethu Kingdom,

The focus of the present article, is on the cultural development with
special reference to the manufacturing of Tanjore Art Plates, conscration of
temples and grants, based on the epigraphy and copper plate inscriptions
The division of the country into three, has also been taken up for discussion.
The author gives a brief summary of the litereature during the King’s reign,
Sri. N. Srinivasan concludes the article with the historical references to the
emergence of confusion in the Kingdom due to the absence of any heir to
succeed King Serfoji 1.

The Natesavilasa (Marathi), ascribed to King Sivaji, is actually penned
by one Ranganatha. He is an expert in composing Nirupana-s; he has also
written Minaksiparinaya. The Natesavilasa is a dance-drama, based on the

36-a



Cidambaramahatmya. The stories relating to Bhiksatana, Devadarucarita
and Anandanartanapradarsana have been taken up for weaving the plot of the
Natesavilasa, Following the tradition of Bhagavatamela, this work has been
divided into two and staged for two days, says the editor. The Marath;
verses set to the meters of Sanskrit and Telugu, worth mentioning here Th;
first act of Natesavilasa has been published in this journal, edited by Sri N
Viswanathan. The second act, with a critical introduction shall be includeci
in the fourth-coming issues.

King Ekoji ruled the Tanjore Kingdom between A. D. 1695 and 1736
The artiele of Sri T. R. Bheema Rao deals in short the life history of Kiné
Ekoji. The author setreeses upon the King’s diffident attitude, which brought
the destruction to the kingdom itself. ~ Three works which came to the light
during that period, have been taken up for study. The Jivasivasamvada, a
work in Sanskrit with the Commentary in Marathi has for its content ’the
questions raised by Jiva (the individual soul) to Lord Siva (the ultimate rea-
lity). The principles of Siy advaita are brought out in this work. which is
translated into Tamil.

The Rajaputraniti, deals with the code of conduct prescribed for the
Princes. The Avicararamaniyakatha is an illustrative example of a King who
repented for his negligence on small matters. It hints upon the truth that a
King must be alert at each and every step.

The Serial, Modi-p-palakani, of Pulavar Thiru V. Chockkalingam,
discusses with some of the Modi manuscript sources referring to the wars
waged by the Maratha Kings and Muslim festivals.  There are references to
_ the reconsideration of the Government orders on further appeal by the citi-
zens. The present article throws light on the celebration of the Mohurrum
festival. People belonging to other religious faiths too, participated in the
processions of this celebration, the authorstates. Reference has been made to
the grants sanctioned to the Darghas and mosques by the Maratha rulers
It seems, the Muslim preceptors (religious leaders) enjoyed an unique hOnou;-'
in this period.
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o635 75 evwew Ogmrdvale 2eiergy. @pg eafaw G50 &1 WPevn &
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awms Bl Gadn i’ slodunenf! a3 m 260G aeuT ufe i !
@aed D oo manSBRTTUN S 3F & Hluyeer oot saf @airauen ad
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@éalouler 9Ba pni L BOrTenn_. 70301 @ésdvenw  gEGwI &
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@QuLTSPei. youiaa wpawn s “‘umpu &KL LD LW e1ger g P
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W sWIh F030Ted w0 e sy e S g gl apgan b
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1 Accordmg to a tradition, Bidar was founded by a Hindu kmg in 4th century
B. C. It is in 75 miies north of Hyderabad. It is said that one of the Hindu Kings
of Bidar invented the manufactpre of Bidr-ware. .

. — Art Manufacturers of India, T. N. Mukarjee, New Delhi, 1974, P. 180.

p (SRR this was an improvement that had been introduced by the artisans of
Surfoji I from this fact we have to from an idea that though the art was an imitation of
Bidri, some improvements were also introduced in the techniques of this are even
during Serfoji’s time.

~ ¢ Metal Art in Thanjavur-A short history ** a Dissertation by S. Sekaran, in 1984,
Dept. of History, Periyar E. V. R, Coilege, Trichy.

3 Maratha rule in carnatic—by C. K. Srinivasan, Annamalai University,
1944, P. 236.
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1 Census Report of India-1961. Part ViL-A, P. 2.
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a0@)T. PP UNEIG Sipab, Herme.
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oo, @i GowGuigm 616w L1 gy Ap sty s@iug. Cabwmmarnr Gan e o
SUILIT pesipioan L1H Bl S @ gifluiadevZev?.

2. @ wFemmew giwrFenfuner ‘QuTmane’ ere Lot
SnLQauanan 1y He HOS a6 6 ‘RISTIDL D e epb 2erfley /b g 6w it
send@ R AT anTy Sev g wWHeren QuugTe g HUGSPuGianT T2,

3. Bmssocyde ‘FrCuUIRrrgupd’ e p Quude a3rm 46
Rrawd Osn@ssLiul Beten g3, '

1 5@5eme wyTL Il WG eTT &7 T PWIND FAp ST T ghd e,
K. M. Gauks g mww -slhts udaduns aips Qaalul®-1984 Lsan 262

2. 3 The Maratha Rule in the Carnatic—C. R. Srinivasan, Page 231
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PUBLICATIONS OF SARASVATI MAHAL LIBRARY.

—

GUIDE BOOK TO SARAVATI MAHAL—(with Illustration)
by A. Panchanathan m.A_, B.Lib.sc.. A. O, i ¢ (English)
SOMAYAGA PERUNKAVIYAM (Tamil)
Edited by Pulavar V. Chockalingam
VEERAGAMAM (Tamil)
Edited by Dr. S. G. Deivanayagam,M.A_, Phad |
ATHIRUPAVATHI KALYANAM (Tamil)
Edited by V. Venugopalan
NEETHINOOL (Tamil)
Edited by Prof. K, Kothandapani,M A, B.O L.,
SADASIVA DHYANAM (Tamil)
Edited by Prof. S Govindarasanar
HARICHANDRA NATAKAM (Tamil)
Edited by Pulavar S. Thilagam s.1itt,
4448 VIYATHIKAL — ORU VILAKKAM (Tamil)
Edited by S. Arangarasan,s. 1. M
MURTHI DHYANAM (Sanskrit)
Edited by Siromani S. Swaminatha Sastri
THANJAPURI MAHATMYAM (Sanskrit)
Edited by Siromani S. Rajalakshmi
ANUBHAVA VAITHIYA MURAIKAL (Tamil)

Edited by Dr. T. V. Varadharajan,p. A M s, &
Pulavar S. Thilagam

SIRUTHONDAR ESAI NATAKAM (Tamil)
Edited by G. Sethuraman, M. A.,B. kd |
THIRUKKURAL PALAYA URAI (Tamil)
Edited by A. M. Parimanam, M.A ,M.Litt , ph.»_,
KALACHAKKARAM (Tamil-Astrology)
Edited by Vidwan Adigalasiriyar
AKASA BHAIRAVAKALPA MANTRAM (Sanskrit)
Edited by Tethiyur Brahmasri Krishnamurthi Sastri
PHALAVATHI (Sanskrit)
Edited by Siromani N. S. Devanathachariar
NYAYA KAUSTUBHA KANDA (Sanskrit)
Edited by V. Subramaniya Sastri
SABDAM ALIAS TALASOLKATTU (Urai-Tamil)
Edited by N. Visvanathan
SRI RAMA DINACARYA (Marathi)
Edited by T. R. Bheema Rao

TAMIL EASAI PADALKALUM NATYA
PATHANKALUM (Tamil)

Edited by Siromani N. Srinivasan
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