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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

It immensely pleases me to present this thirty fifth
volume of the Library Journal before the readers. The article
* Modi Palakani * is continued. in this issue. Besides this, Pandita
Ghanasyama’s Shunmukha Leela in Marathi with a short note on
in English finds place. The following articles in Sanskrit with
their Tamil translations would delight the readers. * Serfoji-I
and the books of his time ”, * Thirukkadavursthala Mahimai ”
‘ Thanjaiyil Bharata Natya Kalai ”* and ‘- Mannar Mohana Pallu’.
these articles are based on old manuscripts. I hope it will help the
readers to have a deep insight into the past and win their
appreclatlon

The Government of India have been kind enough to
release funds for the publication of this Journal.

The Library Administration expresses its sincere
feelings of gratitude to the contributors of the articles and also to
the press for neat execution in printing.

T.R. RAMASWAMY, 1.a.8.,

Thanjavur, : District Collector and Director,
28-1-1985, } T. M. §. S. M. Library.
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i AN APPEAL -

i

Manuscripts on Palm Leaf or Paper of the ancient
works of the wise men of the past, are the great treasures,
solely inherited by the Nation, and it is the moral
obligation of persons who possess them to preserve them
safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession or
you know friends or neighbours who possess them. You
can make a great contribution to the cause of the preser-
vation not only of our National Culture but also of the
Culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to present

such manuscripts to the famous T, M. S. S. M. Library,
Thanjavur.

The manuscripts so presented will be accepted and
acknowleged with pleasure and gratitude by the authorities
of the Library, preserved with meticulous care and made
available to successive generations of readers and scholars
for study and research.  The hitherto unpublished works
found among them, will be printed and published in due
course, as facilities occur, with the expression of the
Library’s gratitude for your gift.

The great Scholar-King of Tanjore, Rajah Serfoji, has
attained immortal fame by dedicating enormous time and
wealth to the expansion and firm establishment of this
world-famous ‘ Sarasvati Mahal Library’. It is open to
you to share the honour of Serfoji, in your own measure.

by contributing your manuscripts to the great institution
built by him.

This great Honour is beckoni
will you hasten to take it up?,
your answer,

ng to you to accept it,
The Library waits for

Collector & Director,
5 T.M.S.S.M. Library, Thanjavur,
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A SHORT NOTE ON SHANMUGA LILA

R e ——

“Shanmukha Lila” of Ghansyama Pandita is a tiny work
in Marathi, which stands as an evidence to establish the Lord
Murugan cult and its influence in various languages and culture.

The sparkling point of this poems is the reference found
about valli, who is introduced to North Indians from Tamilnadu.
Murugan is considered as a brahmacarin in the north and even
it is considered inauspicious to allow the ladies into the sanctum
sanctorium of the Murugan temples there.

Dr. Kamil V. Zvelebil, in his book “Tirumurugan’ published
by the International Instittute of Tamil Studies, Madras. is highly
critical to the approach of the concept of Murugan and his court-
ships with Valli and Devasena. He says, “ Murugan's courtship
with Valli is of heightened significance in the mythological history
of Tamil. In the Sanskrit tradition. Skanda is either an eternal
brahmacarin or the husband of a rather colourless deity, Devasena
the army of the gods. Murugan’s marriage with Valli is of the
nature of clandestine pre-marital union of lovers i.e., Kalavu., The
events and episodes leading to the union of Murugan with Valli
which find their picturesque portrayals in all the Tamil poems
about Murugan are based on the Akam conventions. However,
Devasena’s marriage with Murugan is solomonized in the con-
ventional manner. The conflict between Devasena and Valli is
reflective on the conflict between the native pre-Aryan tradition
and the imported sanskrit tradition. In conclusion, the fact that
Murugan’s marriage with Valli fits in neatly with the Pan-South
Indian pattern of the double marriage of a God is emphatically

brought out ”

The opinion of Dr. Zvelebil may further be extended in a
logical propositions. The double marriage-of a God is a symbolic
representation to denote the association of the particular God with
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the one or two elements (bhutas). Siva is associated with water
(Ganges) and fire. Water is represented here as a lady, Ganga
(river) with some puranic touch. In the same way Vishnu with
Akasa (Vani). In this same patron, Lord Murugan is associated
with his army.  His purpose of birth is only to fight with evils
(Asuras). He is known as a God of war. He is followed by the
army of Indra, who is the Head of Gods. Murugan, then becomes
the head of the Devasena (Army of the Gods) and so he is called
Devasenapati. As we saw earlier. the pancabhutas-the five elements
were assocciated with the three gods. Lord Murugan is also
associated with the army of the Gods. and that army is deemed as
a female, i.e., Devasena. So the marriage of Devasena with
Murugan is not a true one but only mythical. ~ So. in the North,
Murugan is worshipped as a brahmacarin. The South tradition,
particularly in Tamilnadu is of most significance in the mythologi-
cal history of Tamil. The nature of clandestine pre-marital union
of lovers i.e., Kalavu as in the opinion of Dr. Zvelebil is most
appropriate and it establishes that Valli alone is the consort of
. Murugan and the other the Devasena is only a symbolic lepresen-

tation as Sanskrit mythical tradition follows in the case of other
gods in the patron of the double marriage of a God.

Ghanasyama also follows the Sanskrit tradition and uses the
word “ Valli Devasenapati ”. Though he lived in Tamilnadu, he is
a great poet in sanskrit. So he could not deviate himself from the
sanskrit tradition. Apart from these point of view, this small
poem is highly appriciable to its beauty of language and style.
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PUBLICATIONS OF SARASVATI MAHAL LIBRARY.

GUIDE BOOK 10O SARASVATI MAHAL (with illustrations) 700
by A. Panchanathan, 1A, Libsc., A, O.i ¢ (English)

ANANDA RAGHAVAM (Sanskrit) 5 00
Edited by Prof. V. Gopala lyengar, M. A,

KRISHNA CARITA OF AGASTYA PANDITA (Sanskrit) 27- 00
Edited by T. Venkatacharya

BHAVANA PURUSHOTTAMAM (Sanskrit) 15--00
Edited by S. Swaminatha Sastri

DHARMA VIJAYA CHAMPU (Sanskrit) 375
Edited by Siromani K. E. Govindan

NYAYA KAUSTUBHA SABDAKHANDA (Sanskrit) 65- 00
Edited by V. Subramaniya Sastri

PHALAVATI (Sanskrit) 36--00
Edited by Siromani N. S Devanathachariar

RISHYA SRINGA SAMHITA (Sanskrit) 42 .50
Edited by Agnihotram Ramanuja Tatacharya

KANTIMATI PARINAYAM (Sanskrit) 10-00
Edited by Siromani P. M. Padmanabha Sarma

DHADEESIPURANAM-VINAVIDAIPURANAM (Tamil) 2—50
Edited by Pulavar V. Chockalingam, Tamil Pandit

KUSALAVAN KATHAI (Tamil) 5..50
Edited by Pulavar S, Thilagam. s.vit., Tamil Pandit

KALACHAKKARAM (Tamil) 7-00
Edited by Vidwan Adigalasiriyar

MAYANOOL SASTRAM (Tamil) 300
Edited by Prol. Dr. G. Deivanayagam, M.A_, php.,

VANNATHIRATTU (Tamil) 3 .00
Edited by Panditha Vidwan T. V. Gopala lyarM.A,B.O.L.

SENDALANGARAN VIRALIVIDUTHOODU {Tamil) 1--25

Edited by Pulavar Govindarasanar
KULOTHUNGAN PILLAITHAMIZH (by Ottakkuthar-Tamil) 6. 25
Edited by T. S. Gangatharan, M. A,
RAMAYYAN AMMANAI (Tamil)
Edited by C. M. Ramachandra Chettiyar
VIRALIVIDUTHOODU (Tamil)
Edited by Pulavar V Chockalingam, Tamil Landit.

WATER DIVINING IN ANCIENT DAYS (Marathi with
English, Tamil Translations) 500

Edited by Krishnaswami Mahadickrao Saheb, B.A., and
R. Jayaraman,B.A., B.L.,

THYAGESA PADA (Kshetra Kiritis) OF
KING SAHA MAHARAIJA 14--00

Edited by N. Viswanathan, Telugu Pandit



