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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

I have great pleasure to present this 33rd volume
of the Journal of the T. M. 8. 8. M. Library. This
multilingual Journal has won appreciation from scholars
in the country and abroad. The messages conveyed in
the writings of the great poets of India are being analysed
and annotated by the scholars of the Sarasvati Mahal
Library. Besides this Journal, our Library is publishing
books and till date the Library has brought out 196 books
in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and Marathi languages.

The Government of India have been gracious
enough to release funds for this publication of the
Journal.

The Library places on record its sense of gratitude
to the contributors of the articles and other staff of the
Library including press for bringing out this issue in a
fitting manner.

R. SATAPATHY,
Thanjavur, District Collector and Director,
5—4—1984. } T. M. S. S. M. Library,
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GLIMPSES

T. R. DAMODARAN, M.A, D.Ling., C.G.T,,
Lecturer in Sanskrit,
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.

Rare Manuscripts and Curios :

This article is an explanatory note on the museum set up for the
public in this Library.  Most of the ‘Displays’ are from the Serfoji’s
Collections.  This can be’ a guideline to the visitors of this Library. The
pieces of information compiled in this article, though statistical, may some-
time be usefu! to those who want to know about the Library and its
collections.

Chemical Conservation:

Preservation of the archival materials In the modern epoch, though
not a difficult task, is a necessity  Old records are preserved as they were
and conservation is also done for the damages that have occured to them,
This article attempts to explain all kinds of preservation and conservation
followed in this Library regarding the manuscripts, books etc. This will be
useful information for those who possess old books and manuscripts.

Sahaji Rajavin Pada Sahityangal:

Sahaji, a multilingual poet and the ruler of Tanjore during 1684—
1710, composed many Kshetrapadas. This article analyses the form, content
and literary merits of his compositions. A list of Ragas which were in vogue
at the time of Sahaji is also given.  Citations made in this article from the
composition of Sahaji in different languages shall definitely induce the interest
of the readers to go further in the study of Sahaji.

Sita Ramamudrika Bheti:

A mini Marathi work in poetry was composed by Vaidyesa Swami.
The source of this lyric is from the great epic Valmiki Ramayama. A seene
from the Sundara Kanda, when Sita is exiled at Sri Lanka, is the basis for
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(ii)
this small work. The entry of Hanuman, when Sita is plunged into sorrow-
fulness, consoles her. Before making his presence known, Hanuman throws
the signate ring in front of Sita.  This is a deviation from the original source

material.  The dropping of the signate ring can also be seen in the Ananda
Ramayana in Sanskrit

Tulaja Maharaja Guoavarnanam:

A Sanskrit Lyric poem in 46 stanzas is a eology of Tulaja Maharaja
(1729—1735) of Tanjore Maratta dynasty. Mahadeva is the author of this
work.  Tulaja was himself a great scholar in Sanskrit. He wrote many
books in Sanskrit.  His court was adorned by the great poets like Dundi
Vyasa, Jagannatha Pandita, Ghanasyama etc. The introduction given by
the editor of this work is very useful for its information about Tulaja Raja,

Kula Vilakku Deepambal :

This article is based on the small Lyric viz,, ‘Deepamba Mahatmyam’
The editor of this work says that Deepamba is the light of the dynasty. The
introduction gives a complete history of the life of Deepamba.

. Her many
talents are attested from various other source materials,

Pancha Mukha Vadya Lakshanam :

A tiny work in 29 slokas, edited from the microfilm copy of a manus-
¢ript, gives a description of a musical_instrument called Pancamukha Vadya
This instrument is meant for the dance of Siva. Sadasiva (The sakala fom;
of the Parameswara) revealed this instrument. The five Talas viz., Naga-
bandha, Swastika, Dalagna, Suddha and Sammakhalita are said to have
emanated from the five faces of Siva viz., Sadyojata, Vamadeva, Aghora
Tatpurusa, and Isana respectively.  The introduction of this work given b):
the editor discusses details of the instrument citing quotation from Tamil
literature also.

Siddhanta Prakasika :

Itisa Sgi\ta Siddhanta treatise in praise. This work is basic text to
the learners of Saivism. This has been divided into seven prakaranas, The

content of this work has been discussed in English by this editor in the
introduction.



(i)
Modi Palakani-4 :

This Tamil article compiles the information available in Modi
manuscripts regarding royal orders and matters of general interest. These
Modi manuscripts are the records of the Maratta rulers of Tanjore, written
in Modi script and in Marathi language. Some of these manuscripts have
been translated into Tamil previously and from these Tamil translations this
information is compiled.  The Tamil University has undertaken a project to
do research on these Modi manuscripts.  The research done by the editor of
this article and of the Tamil University may be useful to reconstruct the
History of Tanjore Marattas.

Gurunatha Bhupati Peril Attamangalam :

Attamangalam is one of the 96 varieties of Prabhanda or Sitrilak-
kiyam. Attamangalam means writing eight stanzas in praise of God in the
Asiriya Viruttam. But this particular Attamangalam has 10 stanzas.

Nalumantri-K-Katai :

This is a critical study of the unpublished manuscript.  The form,
content and a brief summary of work are in this article. A critical evaluation
is given and the history of the manuscript is also discussed in a scholarly
way.
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“RARE MANUSCRIPTS AND CURIOUS *’
that are displayed in T. M. S. S. M. Library, Thanjavur.

A. PANCHANATHAN, M.A., B.Lib.Sc..

Librarian Grade 1 & Administrative Officer i/c
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur,

Goddess Sarasvati :

Sarasvati, the Goddess of learning is a painting displayed in the
Library is a typical Tanjore style of painting which is believed to
belonging to 18th century. The Goddess is seated on the throne backed with
cotton roller of pillows.  She is holding Veena in the recital style and her
right hand holding the Rosary and a bundle of manuscript in the left hand.
The smiling face is 50 graceful and admires every visitors of the Library.

Adi Sankara:

Adi Sankara, with his Chin Mudra, seated on the lotus flora is
teaching the Path of enlightment to his four disciples. They were later
consecrated as the ‘“Head of the Mutts” which were established by
Adi Sankara on the four directions viz. Dwaraka, Poori, Sringeri and
Badrinath.

Samarta Ramadoss:

This is also a Tanjore style of painting depicting the picturc of
Samartha Ramadoss. He was the Guru of the great Shivaji of Maharashtra
and his descentants. So, it is proper to see his picture in the Library. He
is the author of Dasabodham which is also placed in the show case. Heis
holding the skin of tiger on his left hand the rosary in the right hand facing
the ground.  The posture of his physique is admirable with black beard and
a Caubhina in the waist.

Serfoji Maharaja IT (1777-1832)

Rajah Serfoji II was the son of Tulaja II. He was the man mainly
responsible for the development of the Sarasvati Mahal Library at Tanjore
and collected many works from Banares. He patronised many scholars.
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Serfoji was a titular dignitory without any onerous duties of a ruler. So
Serfoji devoted his whole time to the pursuit of culture and made his' court
the home of learning.  The taste for western learning he acquired from his
association with Schwartz the missionary for whom he has erect a splendid
monument in marble in the Chapal of Tanjore. He spoke and wrote English
well and enlarged this big Library at Tanjore with printed book and manus-
cripts in many languages along with his ancestral collections. The works
collected by him represent all fields of literature Vedanta, Grammar, Kavya
Music, Dance, Architecture, Medicine Astronomy etc, ’ ’

The tower Manora with eight storeys at Saluvanayakan Pattinam is
a beautiful memorial of Serfoji, the lover of Art.  He erected it as a thanks
offering for the English victory over Nepolean. A handsome and well built
figure with cultivated taste Serfoji was a popular prince. He was a relat
traveller and he saw nothing which he did not use to advantage whfn he
returned home.

Bhishop Heber who saw him in Tanjore i
time with him in Sarasvati Mahal has left a Em naiiii;ngf tsl?: “;0;2;110
King, “1 have seen many crowned heads” he recorded, ““but no one who::
department was more princely.” Not merely his department but also his
high intellectual attainment and encyclopaediatic knowledge greatly impres ld
those who saw him when he see the results of thig Library. se

Botonical Album :

Serfoji II was running an institution in Tanj < i
Mahal”. Here he assembled leading Physicians adeJ\fl:Z (::zl:fiid (I))nhf:s‘;:il;
in Ayurvedic Unani, Allopathic and Siddha systems of medicine and left th
results of their researches in 18 volumes. A hand painted herberiam o;
medical plants in natural colours for the purpose of identification and use i
the Dhanvantari Mahal was prepared in those days, e

Deniel Paintings:

Rajah Serfoji II (1777—1832) was a connoisseur of paintings, A
collection of pictures of antiquity (numbering 80 plates) is preservedg ﬁer
They bring back the scenes of ancient cities of India and London-the G i'
fort of Trichirapalli, the palace of Madura, Jamma mosque at Delhi ct s
These pictures making possible to travel towards past when. we step into et :
Library. They were drawn by famous Daniel and Fraser and phmographg;
in London in 19th century.



Serfoji’s Collections—Medical books :

The medical books collected by Rajah Serfoji has been displayed in
a show-case. They were printed during 18th century in London. The
anatomical structure of human physique is a tremendous one to the present
anatomist.

Panchapachi Sastram :

This is one of a smallest palm-leaf manuscript available in this
Library. It is a pocket size edition of palm-leaf work dealing with Astro-
logical facts predictable through five birds. Now a days astrology is
considered to be Vedic Science. It is not & superstition.

Bhagavat Gita :

It is one of the smallest pocket size paper manuscript available in
the Sanskrit language written in Devanagari script.

Valmiki Ramayanam :

A bundle of palm-leaf manuscripts in grantha script kept in the show
casé which contains 24 thousand slokas of Valmiki Ramayana is a unique
features to the skill of the ancient scribers.  Each palm-leaf measures 3” x9”
Both sides of all these leaves bear thirty lines with micro grantha letters
which is impossible even to read with nacked eyes.  This is a Sariskiit work
in Granthd character.

Kamba Ramayanam :

Tamil literaturé will be incomplete without Kamba Ramayanati It
is 4 classic and most celebratéd poem. Though Kambar borrowed the plot.
for the epic from Valmiki he excelled his original. It is one of the biggest
Palm-leaf fidnuscript bundle in this Library (size 19”x 11” x 1}”) written in
Tamil by Vasudeva Pillai (A.D.1719). It consists of seven kandas in 537 leaves

Thiruvaimozhi Vachakamalai:

It is a palm-leaf manuscript written in manipravala style (Tamil and
Sanskrity like Gem and Coral intermixed with the commettary by Koneri
Dasyai, the servant of Koreri. It is a rare commentary of Tiruvaintozh;
of Naditialvar. The picture 6f Lord Ranganatha’ reclining on derpaft
couch and Lakshmi seated by his side are drawn on it with the stylus itself.



4

There is no other manuscript of the work available except the one in
Sarasvati Mahal Library. The Library had the honour of publishing this
work.  The Editor of the work is Navalpakkam Sri Devanathachariar

Bhamati :

It is a paper manuscript dated 1468 A.D. written in Banares, Itis
a commentary on Sri Sankara’s Bhasyam of the Advaitic school of Philo-
sophy. The paper is very soft and thin.

Tattva Cintamani:

It is a Sanskrit work in Bengali script. It is made up of a specia!
kind of paper It gives the appearence of a palm-leaf. )

Burmese Script :
’
A palm-leaf manuscript of Pali scripture in Bur

isti 4 mese script i
with Buddhistic philosophy. ipt dealing

Phalavati:

This is one of oldest palm-leaf manuscript available in this Librar

It comes under the group of unique and single mauscript series of this Library'
It is a glossary on the Purva Mimamsa sutras of Jaiminj. Mimamsa mean);
a reverent study leading to a scientific guest of truth ang it was this searct;
after truth leading to the solution of the great problem of life that engaged
the attention of the ancient in the past. The word Mimamsa means pmfofnd
thought or reflection. The word is derived from the root man which means
to think, know and understand. The sage Jaiminj systamatised the principles
of Purva Mimamsa and gave them a definite shape in the form of the extend
sutras, described over 12 chapters. The Mimamsa occupies a most important
place not only among six systems of Indian philosophy (Sankhya, Nya
Vaiseshika, Mimamsa, Yoga and Vedanta) but a]| angient and sacréd lieya’
ture.  This work is published by our Library. The editor of this wclarkn;;
Navalpakkam Sri N S. Devanathachariar.

Serfoji's Medical Tablet: (Prepared during 19th Centuary)

The tablets namely Kangasundaram Cintamani, Rasabhupati
Panchamrta parpadi were tested recipes prepared in 1812 A. D in the:
Medical unit run by King Serfoji I[I.  The names of the tablets fs e;nbossed
on one side and the ycar of manufacturing on theother side These
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tablets posses a special quality. They are immense to time as they
neither get decomposed nor lose their therapautical property. A very
powerful preservative by name of “Kattu” is made use of enhance the
preservative value.  They are as useful and powerful now, as they were at
the time of their preparation.

Citra Ramayanam :

Another technique in story telling is successfully achieved. A high
class miniature paintings of Maratha period (A. D. 1676-—1855) on paper ia
preserved here. The first three kandas of Ramayana named Bala, Ayodhys
and Aranya are painted. For every picture an explanation is given in
Telugu.

The 64 Bathing Ghats on the Ganges at Banares:

The 64 bathing ghats on the Ganges at Banares were printed, This
was painted during Rajah Serfoji IT pilgrimage to Banares.

Charles Le Brun's Human Physionomy charts:

It is a collection of interesting Lithographic pictures drawn by
Charles Le Brun, a French Physionomist. A comparative study of human
faces with those of relevant birds and beasts are wonderfully dealt with.

The similarity between the eyes of human being with that of birds
and animals the postor of nose the shape of chin and fore-head, is clearly
drawn and shown in each picture. These pictures captivate the attention of
the visitors of the Library and are worth seeing in two aspectc-scientific and
artistic.

Gaja Sastram:

It 'is an album of illustration and coloured pictures of many
elephants painted In original colours. It was painted during Maratha period
i.e., during the reign of King Serfoji 1I. Itis a treatise on elephants by
Palakappiya Muni with extracts from other works. Descriptions are given
in Sanskrit and Marathi for each page.

Palakappiya by grace of Brahma, had become well versed in medica)
science even at his birth. He lived among elephants for a considerable
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number of years and became well acquainted with their habits  As a result
he became the author of this work and doing it well.

The Library has published this work with some colour illustrations,
The beautiful pictures which this work contains arc things of beauty and joy
for ever. In this work winged elephants are also portrayed.

Aswa Sastram :

A detailed colour album containing pictures of horses. It isa
treatise by Nakula on the Science of horses as expounded by Salihotra,
Susruta, Garga, Surya and other classical authors. The treatise on horses is
is the quentessence of the works of these great authorities.

It is a rare illustrated manuscript available in this Library. The
pictures of animals and the shades of colour used jn painting them in this
work are its noteworthy features. Horses are usefu] mainly war fare physi-
cally and psychologically they are uniquely fitted for thjs purpose.  They are
fearless sure of their steps anywhere, actually sensitive of the wishes and
predicament of the rider and quick in perception of the surroundings. Horses
are masters of all seasons and could do without food for days and months
and so the rider should so prepared to stand hunger and viscissitutes of all
seasons.

Book on Birds-Folcon :

Itis a book coutaining many pictures of birds painted in true
colours.  One of the birds is Falcon of Rajah Serfoji II. It was from the
Nawab of Udayagiri for the King by Bhujanga Rao Hari Rao when he was
sent to Hyderabad.  Raja Serfoji I1 was a real judge of a horse, a cool hold
and deadly shot of a tiger. Serfoji has the Urdu book on Falcony
‘Bajinamah’ which deals with the treatmen) of diseases of birds, translated
into Marathi.

Bhagavan Veda:

This_ Bhagavan Veda is a single volume of all the four vedas brought
out_by Swami Gangeswarananda and distributed by him to select centres in
India and abroad  This book is recently donated to the Library.



Books printed with stone cut types:

The art of printing was unknown to-rhe Tamilians. Letter were cut
out from stone and books were printed in the King’s press named ‘Navavidya
Kalanidhi Yantrasala’. The works like Megamala, Kumara Sambhavam and
Annapattiyam were printed in Devanagari letters in A. D 1805. This bears
the testimony of craftmanship and skill of the ancient people.

Prabodha Chandrodayam :

It is a paper manuscript with painted pictures of the characters of
allegorical drama Probodha Chandrodaya in Sanskrit.

Eye Hospital :

It throws light on the medical service rendered by the Government
in the beginning of 19th century.  An album of opthalmic case sheets main~
tained in the Vaidyasala conducted by the King Serfoji II is a very good
record of diseases and their remedies. In place of X-ray of modern times a
picture of eye with many defects is painted in their true colonr. The name of
the patient with her or his age, date of admission, details of prescription and
date of discharge with signature of the medical officer are clearly entered
into the case sheets. This case system is a fore-runner to.the case sheet
system practised in our times.

Rig Veda Illustrations:

Pictures are depicted in fast colouring in each of the title sheets of
Rig Veda Sambhita in Sanskrit. A number of pictures are available in this
section describing more than 20 Purana stories.  The miniature paintings on
the cover pages are exquisite in the ornamental border and designs. The
date of the manuscript may be 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. The last page
of each bundle is having beautiful flower designs.

Dasabodham :

A philosophical work by Samartha Ramadoss Swami, Guru of
Shivaji the great Maratha ruler written in OVI metre in Marathi.  This was
translated in Tamil and delivered as Lecture by Madhoba Ratnakaran head
of a mutt; Gopaladasam has written this Tamil lectures during its narration
as revealed in the colophon of the manuscript.  Samartha is of opinion that
those who conduct the house-hold life successfully are only competent to be a
Mumukshu (guest for divine knowledge) ~ This is published by our Library
and edited by Thiru S. Ganapati Rao which is in two parts.
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Siva Par Pancharatna Slokas:

Itis a wonder in microscoping writing.  Five slokas were written
by Kavi Gurudass in praise of Lord Pancha natheeswarar at Thiruvaiyaru.
For the naked eye it is only a sloka in Devanagari script. When we look
deep into it with the help of a lense or microscope we find wonder done in it.
The letters of the slokas are not made out of line sketches as we do usually.
But they are miraculousely modelled out of number of words “Siva”. Even
the border hnes and designs in it are made by Siva.  Does it not reflect the
Hindus strong religious conviction that Lord Siva is omnipresent and there is
nothing in the world without the divine being in it?

Purusha Suktam:

It is a paper manuscript consisting four sheets written on the black
sheets of paper with white letters.

Military Costumes:

The King Serfoji’s Military costumes are drawn in 17 pictures. These
paintings illustrate the rank of the military servants and the colour of the
dress offered to them on those days.

The life of Gazni Mohmed :

It is a book in Demy octavo size depicting the glittering style of the
Moghul painting. It has the pictorial representation of the life of Mohmed
of Ghazni Headings for each page are written in persian. It is being called
the Moghul style painting,

Ambar Hussain:

Itis one of the commentaries on the famous wor
Bhagavat Gita. A Muslim poet by name Ambar Hussain h
commentary in Marathi language.

k namely the
as written this

Modi Manusecripts :

- ) Th'e Raj records written during the Maratha dynasty are available
in Modi script in Marathi language, The day to day accounts and events
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are noted in the diaries. The modi script is still prevalent in Maharashtra
but the number of persons who know the script in the State of Tamilnadu is
quiet a handful. They contain a rich mine of information, for research
scholars especially during the Maratha rule of Tanjore. A scholar from
England found valuable use of this manuscript, for this theme, during the
time of Rajah Serfoji, unable to find materials at his homeland. This piece
of indispensible material was available only here authenticatively.

Chinese Punishments :

This is an interesting book illustrated by twenty-one engravings with
foot-notes bothin English and French printed in 1804 at London. The
punishments are gruesome and rigorous. Ingenious methods appear to have
been devised to torture the victims who have committed various offences
according to them the prevailing law of the land.




AN APPEAL Eﬁ

-

Manuscripts on Palm Leaf or Paper of the ancient
works of the wise men of the past, are the great treasures.
solely inherited by the Nation, and it is the moral
obligation of persons who possess them to preserve them
safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession or
you know friends or neighbours who possess them. You
can make a great contribution to the cause of the preser-
vation not only of our National Culture but also of the
Culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to present
such manuscripts to the famous T.M. S.S. M. Library,
Thanjavur.

The manuscripts so presented will be accepted and
acknowleged with pleasure and gratitude by the authorities
of the Library, preserved with meticulous care and made
available to successive generations of readers and scholars
for study and research. ~ The hitherto unpublished works
found among them, will be printed and published in due
course., as facilities occur, with the expression of the
Library’s gratitude for your gift.

The great Scholar-King of Tanjore. Rajah Serfoji, has
attained immortal fame by dedicating enormous time and
wealth to the expansion and firm establishment of this
world-famous  * Sarasvati Mahal Library*. It is open to
you to share the honour of Serfoji, in your own measure,
by contributing your manuscripts to the great institution
built by him.

This great Honour is beckoning to you to accept it,

will you hasten to take it up?.  The Library waits for
your answer.

Collector & Director,
T.M.S.SM. Library, Thanjavur.
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Chemical Conservation

P. PERUMAL. B.Sc.. (SplL). M.A., B. Lib., Sc.,

Chemical Conservator
Sarasvati Mahal Library. Thanjavur.

Generally Library materials are Books, Journals, maps etc. Only
some specialised or Historical Library is having  manuscripts, rocords,
paintings and other archival materials. Sarasvati Mahal Library is one
such. It is an old and Historical important one. Its inception dates back
to 16th century and it is believed that it was started by Nayak Kings and
was developed by the later kings. The increasing awareness for histotical
research is giving rise to demand of their proper preservation of the Library
materials. Preservation is one of the important task of all kinds of Library.

Before invention of paper, human’s records were carved on stone,
metal, clay-tablets, brich barks, palm-leaves, parchment and leather. After
the invention of paper, it has been used widely for writing purpose.  China
is the first country who invented the art of paper making. Cotton and linen
rags were used for paper making in India till 18th century, Most of the
paper manuscripts available at present were written in this kind of hand
made paper.  After 18th century machine made paper was used for writing
manuscripts and for printed books.

Resources of Sarasvati Mahal Library

Sarasvati Mahal Library is one of the renowned Historical Libraries,
which was started by the Tanjore Kings. They collected manuscripts and
deposited them in the palace Library. Till 1918 it was mere a repository house
of manuscripts.  After 1918, the Library was turned to the use of the public
This Library has nearly 40,000 manuscript in its possession and the oldest
manuscripts dates to 10th century A. D.  Along with this palm-leaf manus-
cripts, there are paper manuscripts also.  Some of which are also having
beautiful colour pictures depicting the life sketches of either of the author or
the content of the work.

Besides the manuscripts there are two sets of collection of printed
books, out of which one is called Serfoji’s Collection (collected during his life
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time, i. . from 1798--1832) and the other one is the latest addition. The
rareness of these Serfoji’s collections can be justified from the non-
of those books in any other old Libraries.
paintings and pictures.

availability
The Library has also some old

Causes of Deterioration

The Library materials are divided into two groups . e., organic and
inorganic.  The organic materials are generally considered to be more
suceptible to deterioration.  Generally Deterioration is caused by the follow-
ing agents of physical, biological and chemical,

Physicat Agents are light, heat, moisture, fire and floods,
Biolngtcal Agents are fungus, insects and rotents

Chemical Agents are acidity, pollution, atmosphere gases and dust,

Causes of Physical Agents

LIGHT: Natural light Consists of cosmic rays, Gama rays, X-rays;
Ultra violet rays, Infra red rays etc. The Ultra violet rays coming direct
from the sun, causes the cellulose bond of paper, to make brittleness, and
colour changes of paper.  Even the modern ink and painting dye also are
fading away due to the above reasons. Artificial light getting from flourcent
tube has some ultra violet rays,

HEAT: Heat affects (he binding materials,

It embrittles the paper,
palm-leaf, dried out adhesives and accelerates deter;

oration process.

Humidity

Humidity is the amount of moisture in ajr.
room essentially requires 40% to 70% relative humidity,
humidity increases to more than 70%,, it rises the
and weakens the adhesive materials, while humi
the moisture and becomes brittle,

Generally the stock

If the condition of
growth of jnsects and fungi
dity below 30%, paper loses

Water and Fire

Destruction caused by fire is not a

common one, but accidental.
When a book is socked in water,

the cellulose bond of the paper is damagéd,
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and cover of book is warpped.  The Fire destroys not only books, but also
the whole library.

Control Measures of Physical Agents

Screening to the windows, window shade, and Varanda around
the room may avoid direct sun light. Ultra. violet filter of flouresent tube
may avoid the ultra violet rays from the flouresent tube, For contro-
lling heat and humidity in the proper limit in summer, water-buckets may be
placed in the corners of the stock room. The De-hydrating agents such as
Anhydrous Calcium Chloride and Sillca Gel may be used to avoid the excess
humidity during winter and rainy seasons.  Precautious measures to meet
the fire accident, buckets with sand and water should be kept for ready use.
Fire extinguishers like soda acid type and Dry chemical powder type cylinders
should also be availed for immediate utility.  All these precautious measures
are available in our Library.

Biological Agents

The Library materials such as palm-leaves, books, the Binding
materials, card board, leather; clothe, gums, glues and resins are rich in
organic contents, which are nutrition to the living organisms. The climate
condition rises the growth and multiplication.  Biological agents such as
fungi, insects, and Rodents affect the books.

Fungi

High humidity is helpful for the growth of fungus. It germinates
spores on paper and other reading materials and destroy the leather bound
books also.  To control the humidity, de-hydrating materials may be used.
The deseased books may be fumigated with Thymol vapour in a closed
container.

Insect

Dust accumulation under dampness is the condition for growth of
insects and mould.  Most of the common insects which affect the library
materials are Silver fish, cockroaches, termites, book worms, book-lice etc.,

Silver Fish

It is a wingless, silvery or pearly gray, carrat shapped insect the
body very marked from head to tail.  Silver fish eats the flourglue, pastes,
surface of the paper, binding etc. It makes irregular patches on books.
They also destroy the miniature paintings and photographs.
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Cockroaches

Cockroaches are common in everywhere. Mostly they are brownish
black colour.  They hide themselves in day time and emerge in the night.
They are actually placed where the old books, records and manuscripts are
stored.

Termits

Termits are known as white ants. They attack the back of the cup-
boards and book shelves.  They eat whatever cross on th,
wooden shelves and interior of books.
than any other insects.

eir way through
It ruins books and manuscripts more

Book Worms

These worms affect books and manuscripts, The affected books
show a number of small round holes of 1 mm to 2 mm radius, running all
directions during their feeding activity.

Control Measures of Biological Agents

The fungus affected books should be fumigated, using Thymol as
fungicide. ~ The Thymol vapours control the growth of fungus.  To controf
the silver fish and a cockroach spray or dust 5% D D. T. or B.H.C or
Sodium fluoride, the insect affected books should be fumigated
di-chloro benzene as a insecticide and Napthalene balls or bricks
in the book shelves. . In this Library there is a special type of
used for control the insects which are affecting the manuscripts.
powder form, mixture of sweet flag (4 parts), black cumin (4 parts), cloves
(I part), pepper (I part) and Bark of Cinnaman (I part).  The mixture is
placed near the manuscripts in a small lemon size bundles. It has sweet
smell, which repelent the insects.

using para-
may be put
indegenous

This is in

Chemical Agents

The principle materials in the atmosphere ar
Hydrogen, the impurits of Hydrogen Sulphide, Sulphur-
oxide, other oxides, dust and moisture etc.
will creat problems. By the action of ultra
formed. Ozone destroys organic materials
carbon atoms. The object decomposes into

e Nitrogen, Oxygen,
di-oxide, Carbon-dj-
Dust accumulates on the object
violet rays on oxygen, ozone is
by breaking the bonds between
oxides by ozone, oxides absorbs
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moisture forming acids. Mostly sulphuric acid break the cellulose and reduce
the strength of paper fibres. Due to the reaction of the acidity the paper and
the paintings may be involved with colour changing and weakening.

Control Measures of Chemical Agents

To control destruction due to acidity, the affected books must be
deacidified, i. e. Neutralisation of acid. It is one of the important process
in preservation of papers. They are two type of deacidification. One is dry
deacidification and other is wet deacidification.

Dry Deacidification

The acidified paper materials are kept in a fumigation cupboard in a
inverted ‘v’ shape. Liquid ammonia is kept in lower portion of the cupboard,
the reaction of the ammonia vapour on the surface of paper will be very mild
but slowly it deacidify.

Wet Deacidification

1. Wet deacidification is not possible in case of paper having pain-
ting or pictorial drawings.  In such case Barium hydroxide solution may be
used for deacidification. By spraying the solution acidity may be neutra"I:S}(
The excess of hydroxide is converted to barium carbonate on €XpOSSHe to
air during drying and this barriam carbonate remains in the paper to act as
a buffer against future acid contamination.

2. Barrows process is a process of using calcium hydroxide and
calcium-bi-carbonate solution to reduce acidity on paper.  First the paper is
immersed in water with support, then kept for some time in a tray containing
calcium hydroxide solution, after washing with pure water put it for afew
minutes on calcium-bi-carbonate solution which turns the excess of calcium

hydroxide to calcium carbonate, which act as a buffer against future acid
contamination.

Bleaching

Bleaching is an important step to restore the original form of the old
brownish paper, maps and pictures and clarity of vision is possible after their
bleaching treatment.  For bleaching some common bleaching chemicals may
be used such as chloromine-T, acetic acid, oxalic acid, Hydrogen peroxide
bleaching powder and chlorine water. Bleaching of old papers is not a simple
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one, but it needs some training and skill to rejunate the materials, otherwise
the whole paper may be damaged to the loss of antiques.

The simplest and safest method of chlorine bleaching is to use
chloromine-T.  In our Library we are using chlorine water for bleaching the
old books, maps and printed pictures.

Conservation of Manuscripts

PALM-LEAF: The palm-leaf manuscripts of this Library are very
old and some of them are in brittle condition. To preserve these manuscripts
Citronella oil is applied on the leaves, which gives flexibility to leaves and
also it acts as a repelent to insects.  For clarity of the scripts of the manus-
cripts Citronella oil mixed with lamp black is used for smearing.

Paper Manuscripts

The old books and paper manuscripts are in brittle condition. For
preserving the originals, we follow two types of mending process. One is
Chiffon cloth mending (chiffon cloth is a speeial cloth for this purpose) using
liquid starch paste and the other one is cellulose accetate foil and tissue
mending using acetone as a solvent. We are also mending the broken palm-
leaf manuscripts by this process.

This conservation work will be done only if the books or manuscripts
are damaged.  Before that pre-conservation work is necessary for preserva-
tion.  Pre-conservation works such as dusting, periodical checking, careful
handling, repairing of small damages (like hurling, folding, cracking) are
important to preserve the library materials. Every one must have a tendency
to preserve the books and other materials.

Reference Books

1. Care and Preservation of Museum objects

0. P. AGARWAL, National Research Laboratory for
Conservation, Lucknow.

2. Repair and preservation of Records
K. D. Bhargava, National Archieves of India, New Delhi.
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Siddhanta Prakasika

T. R. DAMODARAN, M.A,, D.Ling,, C.G.T.,
Lecturer in Sanskrit,

Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.

‘Siddhanta Prakasika’ is a Sanskrit Saiva Siddhanta work
written by Sarvatma S'ambhu Sivacarya. The colophon of this
manuscript reads ‘T sEwataw @ fEe siTw | gatervgAeaa st
fa@=mr”’. The term Sambhu suggests that he comes in the line of
Somasambhu, Jnanasambhu etc., No more detail is available
about the author of this work.

This work is a hand-book to those who propose to learn
Saiva philosophy. This work has been divided into seven
prakatanas. They are: ‘Igmmm, @0, WSATET, AU, U,
wezmam, and fgws@ | The left side of the leaves, bears the
name of these prakaranas. Some more sub-titles are also noted
in these leaves. These kind of divisions suggest that this work
is systematically studied by the students in those days. :

This work had been transiated into- Tamil by the famous
commentator on Sivajnanabodham in Tamil, Madhava Sivajnana
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(ii)
Swami. He belonged to the Thiruvaduthurai Adinam. ‘Lhis
Tamil verson was the Text to the beginners of Saiva Siddhanta
in that Adinam. This Tamil book was published twice, one at
Madras and another one at Srilanka. In the introduction of the
Tamil Siddhanta Prakasikai (1947), the editor had mentioned

about the availability of three Sanskrit manuscripts of Siddhanta
Prakasika. They are :

1) Manuscript of Thiruvaduthurai Adinam
2) Manuscript of Kumarasami Gurukkal, Yalpanam

3) Manuscript of Saminatha Sivacarya, Thiruvaduthurai

But he did not mention anything about the publ1shed material of
these Sanskrit Manuscripts.

The Manuscript No. 345 edited at present is from the
collection of V. B. Nataraja Sastri of Trichi,

CONTENTS OF THE TEXT :

‘1) Rgwwom - This is very small prakarana, dealing with the
stuladeha and suksmadeha.

The constituents of these two
bodies are described here.

The stuladeha is made up of the
five elements viz., earth, water, light, air. and space, and 1t gets a

physical body according to the deeds of the self done in the
previous birth. The suksmadeha is made up of the thirty six
principles or catagories ie. from earth to kala.

2) weowwR - Here the names and their activities of the
principles which are responsible for the creation of both bodies



(iii)
are described in this deha prakarana. The Thirty Six catagories

are described in detail. The bindutattva is established at the
end.

3) wwamww - The means to reach the feet of Siva is
explained in this chapter. There are six adhvas viz., Tattvadhva,
Bhuvanadhva, varnadhva, padadhva, Mantradhva, and Kaladhva.
Amoung these six adhvas. Kala. Tattva and Bhuvana are in
Dravya (substance) form. and varna. pada and mantra are in
sound form. Bhuvanadhva is related to Tattvadhva and Tattvadhva
in turn relates to Kaladhva. Varna, Pada and Mantra adhvas are
related to the bodies which are born in Bhuvanadhva., Suddhadhva
is from Suddhamaya and Asuddhadhva is from Asuddhamaya.
These adhvas are bound to the self.

4) wwwmow - Though the self is bound by Adhvas, it is
different. eternal. all-pervaded and it is individual in each body.
The self enjoys the fruit of its action. Due to the difference in
the Bandha. the self is differenciated into Sakala, Pralayakala and
Vijnanakala.

5) wwwom ;- It explains different varieties of bindings
viz., Mayabandha, Karmabandha. suddhamayabandha and
trodasaktibandha. These kinds of binding are explained as a
mode of proceeding towards iupacara) Sivasakti, otherwise
known as pasa.

6) wremmony:- Sastras are the souree for the knowledge
aquired by the Atma. These sastras or the sacred books are



(iv)

five types. They are; Laukika (wordly). Vaidika (related to
Veda). Addhyatmika (philosophical), Atimarga (works of Rudras),
and Mantras (saivagmas put forward by Siva). In this part. all
schools of Indian philosophy are being discussed and sometime
the irrelavances, to Saivite system are being refuted. At the
end of this chapter. the auther gives the Siva bheda and Rudra
bheda Agamas. And further. the four padas of the agamas viz.
Jnana, Kriya, Yoga and Carya are explained in brief.

7) dgeeww - Here the Samaya, Visesa. Nirvana, Nirbija
and Sabija Dikshas (initiations) are explained. The Code of
Conduct to be followed after initiation is
the end.

also annexed at
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L........In despair. Vyankoji sought the advic of his wife Dipabai.  She,
with the ability and prudence often possessed by Maratha Ladies, urged him to abase
himself before Raghunatha Hanumante and to obtain his intercession............

2 The hereditary fiefs in Bangalore and elsewhere he would bestow as gifts on
his sister-in-low Dipabai, whose admirable advice had influencd her husband,

—A History of the Maratha people-by C. A. Kincaid Vol. | page 259, 260.
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1220 Amuna Bayi 6 0 0
1222 Appaji Ramaji 3| 0| 0
1224 Amba Bayi 9| 0o o0
1230| Atmaram Dadaji Pandit 100 0 0
1231 Balaji 250 0] o
1233| Bavavias 1| 8] 0
1238 | Bava Bhat 1/121 o
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FROM OUR VISITOR’S BOOK

It is interesting to see the library after a lapse of more
than 25 years, when I was in Cuddalore, and to see how much in
ity and quantity it has advanced.
quality q K. . K. Menon, 105,
6—1—80 Chief Secretary to the Govt. of Kerala,

It was a joy to see the library and specially the
involvement and devotion of people running it.
Usha Malik,
Under Secretary, Indian Annal for
Cultural Relations, Azad Bhavan,
6—1—80 New Delhi.

I just rushed through the library. It is a ocean. I am
unable to find out the depth and breath.
K. Kasim, 1'p.s
12—1—-80 Superintendent of Police, Pudukkottai.

What a wealth for scholars here! Best wishes to all
and conserve this wonderful collection.
who use Elizabeth Thomson,
6—2--80 British High Commission, New Delhi.

We have enjoyed the tour through the library, especially
ictures and old manuscripts on palm.
i Lizzie Houck,
25—2—80 RD 2 Dundee, New York 14873

I went through this treasurehouse of ancient a
i i d with the care with which it
ieval wisdom and was impresse :
;gﬁl:;’ea;ved copied and brought to the one of those Tested.

I wish the library a long cares of useful service in presering the

ancient arts of India. Commissioner,

9-—-3—80 Belgam,

f-1



We greatly enjoyed our tour of the library. The care
with which the manuscripts and records are being preserved is
indeed impressive.

g S. Jagannathan,
Retd. Governor, Reserve Bank of India,

J. Manhi,
15—7—80 World Bank, Washington D. C. U. §. A.

All of us office bearers of Indian Vegetarian Congress
are immensely impressed with the wonderful works done here by
the scholars and wealth of palm-leaf manuscripts and other books
colleged for us it is a matter of great educations] value.

U. Shetty,
Secretary, Indian Vegetarian Congress,

22—7—80 Madras.

We are deeply impressed at the collection of the
Indian literature. The officers incharge are very enthusiastic and
if Government gives the necessary monetary help the library
will become one of the most leading one not only in India but in
the world also.
Hon. Secretary,
22-7—80 Indian Vegetarian Congress, Madras.
@ m wriy @hprewsh BEGTCHRWE &6 G
B yohs Pvaupen Grrégnd umuiliyg SevL 6551 Q@8N w55
CoraimnyQuB s g1d giwss Geuein Gueves Levsyer.  saeprs Gary, Qamy.
Curdpaupfes  Quwi emgaiiiser  Cuner papopt UGS 50556
Caressne b QusRuisedgeior Seariiar s Qunmeraer efearimd
&G . .

wm, BT GoT 60T,

s werii® Quéspi,
25—7—-80 Qg eiren-1,

We have greatly enjoyed our visit to this wonderful
library. A most marvllous and moving experience.

'S. Clark,

3—8—80 England.
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1 got only a peep into this famous and well-endowed
library during a hurried visit but even so it was a memorable

experience. (S, )

Ambassador,
5—-8—80 Designate of India to Italy.

For me it has been a most interesting visit to be able
to see the most important collections of palm-leaf and paper
manuscripts. Some of the painted manuscripts are unique. The
manner in which the library staff takes care of the collections is
praiseworthy. My compliments for making photographs of the

library.
¥ Dr. O. P. Agarval,

Head, National Laboratory for
20—8—80 Conservation, Lucknow.

I have immensely enjoyed my visit to the Sarasvati
Mahal Library, which preserve so many traditions of the old
Indian Pothikhanas, but now has up-to date facilities for scholars
as well. The collections are extremely rich, and I have been
facinated by the variety of the Asva and Gaja sastra manuscripts
which I have been examining in detail. I am much indebted to
the Curator and the administrative officer for their kindness and
courtesy in allowing me to examine some of the precious things in

their care.
G. P. Losty,

Curator,
1—12—80 British Library, London, U. K.

A visit to the library was good education for me.
Here is a wonderful wealth of manuscripts and other very useful

material for a student of history.
Sadiq Ali

23—1—81 His Excellency Governor of Tamil Nadu.

This library is very beautiful and well maintained

and I found very old papers are here.
Kamala Kumar,

2—-2—-81 Deputy Minister of Agriculture.
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sp sry He Quaeow Csy ss0h sesmws aTanwlmyn, HPd s
G 705G waTed BT Bvwiepd sevy iy g Lignwhésiu. Geer g w g
auBwir, ygewdmuyd BT Blowph wer B BlHEssm i wETS 2 eNeTer.

YO, oT6dT. @ uBa hH
Qurnginef s giop sewésd,

8—-5—-81 SEPETH YT,

The great Sarasvati Mahal Library is a repository of
rare books and manuscripts in all the Important South Indian
Languages as well as Urudu and English. Several scholars are
here to study and make valuable contribution to the various
languages. It is really thrilling to have visited this palace.

P. Venkadasubbiah,
Minister of State for Home and
Parlimentary affairs, Govt. of India,

28—3--81 New Delhi.

It was an exhilarating experience to go through the
collection of manuscripts available at the library. It is veritable
treasure house of knowledge. The library is doing its best to
make these ancient works available to the present generation.
The new concept of microfilms would go a long way in the preser-
vation of these scripts.

It is indeed an interesting and useful experience.

S. Venkataraghavan,
21—6—81 Indian Cricket.

It is unique idea that Sri Serfoj’is Collections and
other ancient literary collection are preserved by Sarasvati Mahal
Library authorities. Our rich culture and literary heritage is
there preserves and protected for the exquisite promotion of the
same. It is a possession of Pride for our country. My visit to
this library is a memorable experience.

B. Venkataram Reddy,
Minister for Education,

16—9—81 Govt. of Andra Pradesh, Hyderabad.



