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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

1t is well-known that the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvati
Mahal Library is a good repository of rare and useful manuscripts
dealing with many branches of arts and science. The Library considers
it, as its pleasant duty to publish the rare and useful works for the
benefit of the public from its manuscript collection. WIith the help
of the Central and State Government grants the Library has so far
published more than 170 books in Sanskrit, Tamil, Marathi and Telugu.

9. In addition to these books, as you all know, the Library has
been publishing its own Journal — containing articles of lasting interess

and research nature.
3. The Library has recently conducted a Seminar on the Selection

of manuscripts for publication. We hope to publish many more rare
manuscripts for the benefit of the humanity at large.

4. The Library places on record its sense of gratitude to the
contributors of the articles, and the other staff of the Library for
bringing out this issue in good form.

THANJAVUR,
. } EDITOR
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Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvati Mahal Librarg, Thanjavur
A word about the Seminar of the
Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvati Mahal Library
By
Thiru M. N. SIVARAAJA DIIXITAR, M. A., B. Ed. Hindi Visarad,

Curator

—k—

There are more than seven wonders in the world, and there are people
fn India and abroad saylng that the Sarasvati Mahal Library s one of those
wonders.

The Tamil Chola Kings and the Nayak Kings have contributed thelr mite
for starting this institution. After them, Serfoji II was malnly responsible for shaping
this Library to its present size to become an important manuscript Library of
the world repute. With all zest and zesl, Serfoji, llke 8 busy bee selected and
collected many honey-like sweet manuscripts from many places of Indla and preserved
them in the bee-hive like archives of the Sarasvati Mahal Library. This manuscript
collection Is very valuable and voluminous.

The Library has got 32,823 manuscripts in Sanskrlt, 2,122 manuscripts in
Tamil, 2,919 manuscripts in Marathl and 766 manuscripts in Telugu,

The Library has also got 28,500 printed books dealing with different facultles in
different languages like English, French, German, etc. The Collection includes 4,302
books collected by Serfoji himself.

The Library wants to disseminate the knowledge enshrined in these manuscripts
and books all over the world for the good of humanity as 8 Whole. So, it
considers it as its utmost duty to preserve and publish the manu-cripts and books with
the help of the financial assistance given by the Central Government and the State
Government.

Tt has hitherto published 81 books in Tamil, 54 books in Sanskrit, 19 books
In Marathi and 16 books in Telugu. It has also published many Descriptive
Catalogues of the Sanskrit, Tamil, Marathi and Telugu manuscripts preserved in Its
srchives.

The Library wants to publish more and more number of useful and rare
works from 1ts deposit for the benefit of the people at large. So, it desired to conduct &
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Semirar for tae first time on seleciion of manuscripts for publication. The Chairman
and the members of the Administrative Committee and the entire stsff of the Library
were much elated on knowing this proposal. They co-operated with one another 50
well to make it a grand success.

The Seminar was conducted on the 18th and the 19th of November, 1979.
Learned scholars and eminent Pandits In various branches of arts and sciences were
fovited from many parts of India to take part in the Seminar and to offer thcir
valuable suggestions and recommendations in selecting manuscripts for publication.

In the morning of the 18th November, there was a * Get-together > of the
scholars in the Library main hall. The scholars made their self introduction. While
they were introducing themselves there was a very lively discussion among themselves
in an informal manner regarding the greatness of the Sarasvati Mahal Library and
fts manuscripts. In the evening there was the formal Inauguration of the Seminar
in the Sangita Mahal of the Tanjore Palace. After a ceremonia! Prayer, Raja Srl
Thulajendra Rajah Saheb, the Life Member of the Administrative Committee of the
Library delivered the Welcome Address. He made a reference to the greatness of
Serfoji II and the Library.  After that Thiru D. Gangappa, 1. A. S, the District
Collector and Chairman of the Admlaistrative Committee of the Library deliverded the
Presidential Address. He said that he and the members arc very much interested in
the betterment and the further development of the Library in all its facets. After the
Presidential Address Sri-la-Sri Somasundara Gpanadesika Swamigal, the Madurai
Adheenam ioaugurated the Seminar with his invocation to the Almighty for the fruition
of the future Publication Programme.

In the morning of the 19th November, all the scholars who were invited for
the Seminar and other citizens of the town paid a visit to the Library. The invited
scholars divided themselves into 6 Groups for Group Discussion. These Groups were
1. Sanskrit Group 2. Tamil Group 3. Marathi and Teluga Group 4. Group for
Medicine 5. Astronomy and Astrology Group and 6. Group for Music. Fach
group elected its own Group Leader to lead it in its discussion regarding the selection
of useful manuscripts for publication. The discussion went on for a long time. All
the scholars were busy with noting down points to prepare a Report.

In the evening all the scholars and the people of the town assembled in the
Singita Mahal to hear the presentation of Reports and Speeches on the selection of
manuscripts.

The function started with a Prayer. Thiru R. Jayaraman, B. A. B. L., Member
of the Administrative Committee of the Library delivered the Welcome Address.
He made a reference to the greatness of the Library. After the Welcome Address,
Thiru M. Maruthamuthu, B. A , B. L., the District Judge and member of the Administrative
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Committee of the Library delivered his Presidential Address. He requested the public
to co-operate with the Library in its Programme of Publication. etc. Then the
Group Leaders of the Seminar presenting their reports on the selection ¢f mai.u. cripts
explained the usefulness of the manuscripts that have been selected by them. They
gave priortity to those manuscripts that are very useful for the humanity. Many
cholars read out thelr research papers on various subjects and also delivered lectures
on different topics like astronomy, etc.

The District Collector and the Chairman of the Library Administrative
Committee of the Library Thiru D. Gangappa I. A.s. gave the Valedictory Speech.
He sald that the Library will try to iranslate the recommendations and the suggestions
made by the scholars into action and serve for the good of the people. He also
sald that some of the most important works that are of great use to the people
like Kupasastra, will be translated into many languages, like English, etc. After
thls, the Seminar came to a close with a vote of thanks proposed by the Guratos
of the Library.

There were Bharatanatyam recital and Veena concert in the Sangits Maha)
in connection with the Seminar.
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The Journal of
The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvati Mahal Librarg

Vol. XXXI A. D. 1980 Saka 1902 No. 2&3

EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvati Mahal Library is rich
in good collection of valuable palm - leaf and paper manuscripts on
various faculties of arts, etc. The Library is preserving these manus-
cripts and is publishing some of the rare works for the benefit of
mankind as a whole. She has hitherto published more than 180 books
in Sanskrit, Tamil, Marathi and Telugu.

2. She is also publishing her own Journal containing articles
of varied interests. )

3. The book on hand is the Vol. XXXI of the Journal
consisting of the issue Nos. 2 and 3. All the articles that are
continuing as serials in the back numbers are completed in this volume.

4. The Library is wholeheartedly thanking the contributors
of the articles and the other staff of the Library for their kind
co-operation in bringing out this issue in a good form.

D. SUNDARESAN, 1. A. 8.,
THANJAVUR. District Collector & Chairman,
19—11—1980 T. M. §. 8, M, Library Committee.
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