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EDITORIAL

With this issue the twenty-fifth volume of our Journal commences,
offering to our readers its ucual literary treat in Tamil, Marathi and
‘Sanskrit.

Sarabha Purapa, the Tamil epic poem, dealing with the mytho-
logical episode of Lord Siva’. incarnation as Sarabha, and Sivabharata-
charitram, a prose rendering in Tamil of Kavindra Paramananda’s
Sanskrit Poem on the life of Shivaji the Great, founder of the Maratha
dynasty, are continued in the Tamil section of this issue.

A medical guide book on the healthy and unhealthy qualities of the
various articles of food, is contnibuted from this issue onward under the
title Pathyapathya by Thiru C. Rajarajesvara Sarma with original verses in
Sanskrit, selected from the ancient classics of Ayurveda, and with a clear
Tamil translation.

Rajah Serfoji’s Nilabhilla Charita, the musical exposition in
Marathi of the famous story of Kannappar, is completed in this issue,
and, with one or two more short works of the same kind, it is proposed
to bring out a collection of the smaller literary works written by Serfoji,
illustrating the fact that the scholar prince, was as much a poet as he was
a patron of poets.

Our Sanskrit section offers to the readers a new series of mono-
graphs on Mimamsa topics under the name Adhikarapavicara. These
monographs discuss the intricate Sastraic problems connected with various
Adhikaranas, or sections of Mimamsa Sastra. The topic Arunidhikara na-
vicara is completely published and Vasadkaradhikaranavicara, the next
topic, started here, will be continued in the next issue and followed up



ii

with some more similar topics. A series of five short works on Advaita
were published in our previous issues and the editor Thiru P. M. Padma-
nabha Sarma has contributed a Prasthavana or Preface, to this series.
It is published along with the title page and a brief Publisher's Preface,
to be compiled by the readers into a simple handbook of Advaita
philosophy. The last article in the Sanskrit section is the continuation of
Akhyatavadatippana, the scholarly exposition and discussion of the
connotative significance of the injunctional texts of the Vedas.

The usual last article in the Journal ‘Our Visitors’ Book’ puts
our readers into contact and communion with the large company of
distinguished visitors, representative of various countries, civilizations,
cultures and languages, who have appreciated and enjoyed in person the
treasures of wisdom preserved in the Library as our readers do through
the Journal.

And now, goodbye, till the next issue of our Journal.

N. KANDASWAMY,
Thanjavur § Honorary Secretary,
16—12—1971 T.M.S.8 M Library.
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PUBLISHER’S PREFACE

This booklet contains five Manuals of Advaita, which expound the broad
principles of Sri Sankaricirya’s philosophy of Monism, in a concise and lucid manner,
so as to be clear even to a lay reader who can lay no claim to any knowledge
of the other requisite Sastras, The first work, entitled Madhumaiijari is a commen-
tary, presumably by Sri Nrsimhagrami, on Sri Sankaracarya’s famous Pentad of
verses called Manisapaiicaka. Tradition has it that Lord Viévesvara, the presiding
deity of Kasi, appeared in the guise of a Capgala before Sri Sankaracarya during
his sojourn in Kasi. Being bidden by the Acirya to kecp away since he was an
outcaste, the stranger retorted by questioning the Acarya whether he ordered the
physical body to go off from another body, or one soul from another. The five
stanzas of Manigapaficakam, expound the doctrine of Advaita, that the Atman is
the only reality and it is not subject to any of the distinguishing characteristics
like Brihmaga or Capgala, which pertain only to the body and other external

entities which are all unreal and illusory. The five stanzas sum up the quintessence
of Vedanta doctrine,

The second work, Vakyasudhd also called Drkdrsyaviveka, is another work
of Sri Sankaricirya, although some assign it to the authorship of Vidyaranya.
This treatise in 47 verses is accompanied with an easy and simple commentary by
Sri Bhimadasabhipala. The short work brings out the central Advaitic idea, Drk
which stands for Knowledge Absolute is the only reality and all other exterior
objects which can be classified as Drsya, objects of knowledge, are mere illusions.
The subject alone is real and all objects are unreal, being merely super-imposed
on the subject by the illusory effect of Ajfiana. The same note is sung in another
tune by the third treatise ‘Atmadndtma Vivekasarasangraha’ by the author who
calls himself Vasudevasisya. There are many works under the title Atmanatma-
viveka, including one by Sri Sadkaracirya, and another by Svayamprakadayati.
This work gives briefly the essential difference between the Atman, and the Anatman.
The ever-abiding, the unchanging, the sentient and the blissful Atman is alone the
reality and all the other sensuous and supersensuous entities in the perceptible
universe constifute the Anatman and are the unreal apparitions caused by Maya, The
fourth work, the Siddhanta Candrika of Sri Ramananda is a thesis in fifty stanzas
giving a good synopsis of the chief doctrines of Advaita Vedanta. The commep.
tary in very easily intellgible Sanskrit is by Sri Gangadhara Sarasvati,

The anthology of the five Manuals comes to a close with the Jaanarkusa, a very
short exposition in 25 stanzas of Jfiana, philosophical knowledge, leading to spiritual
experience, which alone will serve as a sharp and powerful goad to keep under restraing
the wild elephant namely the mind which wanders about along the forbidden path,



il

These five short works were published as serials in our Library Jeurnal and are
now issued as an off-print. Thiru P. M. Padmanibha Sarma, Vedanta Viéarada,
Vedanta Siromapi, our Sanskrit Pandit, has taken great pains to copy out the works from
the original manuscripts preserved in the library, and to edit them in a scholarly manner,
in the midst of his routine duties of the Library. Our thanks are due to him for
bringing out through the Journal such usefu!, simple treatises on Philosophy which, we
trust, will be welcomed heartily by the students and scholars of Philosophy alike.

N. KANDASWAMY,

Thanjavur Honorary Secretary,
16—=12—1971 } T.M.S.S. M, Library,
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From Our Visitors’ Book

I had the opportunity of visiting the Library this after-noon. It was a thrilling
experience just to see the collection of a large number of rare books of great educational
value and the way in which they have been carefully preserved. The Library is well
maintained and is looked after by a band of dedicated and enthusiastic persons. One

should spend sometime in the Library to have an idea of what all a learned scholar could
have studied.

S. P. SUBRAHMANIAM,

13==3—1971 District Judge, Salem.

I, with thirty students of Union Territory of Laccadives had the esteemed chance
to go through this profound stock of our aneient history and we are very much interested
to go through it.

»ee see vos 0w

Laccadives.

I fee) much honoured in having got an occasion to see the Library. The upkeep
of this Library and the help rendered by the authorities to the visitors are worthy of
. mention.
RYU KORAH,
Field Publicity Officer, Govt. of India,
Cochin,

The visit to the Library was a revelation to me. I had never imagined that such
a voluminous and varied collection of old books of extremely interesting nature could
exist anywhere. I do not know how to appreciate the efforts of all those who have been
instrumental in the collection and preservation of this rich heritage.

G. K. MOGHE,
General Manager, Bharat Aluminium Co ,
Kobra, M. P.

I have been looking forward to this visit to the Sarasvati Mahal Library, the
treasures of which have been known to me through the excellent Descriptive Catalogue.
The exibition was very interesting, and I am very grateful for the help that I have received
from the Library both now when I microfilmed one unique manuscripts of the Jaiminiya
tradition of Veda that I am publishing, and previously when a Devanagari transcript
was supplied to me. I was very glad to meet the Honorary Secretary, the Librarian
and the Pandits of the Library and want to thank them for their hospitality

ASKO PARPOLA, Ph.D,,
Research Scholar,
Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies,
2241971 2, Kejsergade, 1055 Copenhagen K, Denmark.
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6—5—1971 Secretary, Sahitya Academy, Delhi.

I had the rare privilege of visiting this famous Library. I found that the anclent
records and other books had been arranged neatly and well preserved. The credit in my
opinion goes to official in charge of this great institution.

K. SELVARATINAM, B.A.,B.L.,
6—5—1971 District Magistrate of Tanjore at Kumbakonam.

It is a matter of pride and pleasurc for me and members of the commission
to have availed of the opportunity to have paid our respect to this collection of rare and
valuable literature. The collection has kept alive the memory of Serfoji more than any
symbols of his worldly rule and achicvement. I understand that more foreign scholars
than our men are making use of this wonderful collection. I wish that our men derive
more benefit from it. I congratulate the Library staff for the nice arrangement and
cleanliness in the Librery.

11—5—1971 Chairman, Irrigation Commission.

It has been a most rewarding experience.
L. J. JOHNSON, 1. ¢. 5.

I and my wife are wonderstruck at the large collection of manuscripts, paintings
which have been preserved far such a long time. It is a great pleasure to see them.

M. ANANTH,
Divisional Commercial Superintendent,
Southern Railway, Trichirapalli.

I have noticed rare manuscripts collected and maintained exquisitely. Authorities
have taken special care to explain to us.

VASUDEO K. NAIK,

21—5—1971 Deputy Speaker, Hyderabad. (A. P.)

It is Indeed a rare privilege to go round a library like this, rich with rare
collection of books and palm-leaf manuscripts. Let me hope that all steps will be taken
to preserve and further enrich the collection and to keep microfilms of all manuscripts.

V. STHANUNATHAN,

22—5—1971 Traffic Superintendent, Southern Raflway-.
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I am simply spell-bound to go through the collections and go round the Library.
It is really a marvellous task on the part of Rajah Serfoji to build such a great Library.

I feel that more funds be available to make microfilms of all the palm-leaf manuscripts.
so that our great treasures are spread and known all over the world.

The staff are very efficient and so cordial that we enjoyed the visit very much
and gained very much.
Dr. G. SUNDARARAJULLU,
30—=5=1971 Department of Zoology, University of Madras.

I endorse the feelings of my colleague Dr. Sundararajulu.

S. SHYAMALANATH,

Department of Zoalogy, The New College,
30-5-1971 Madras-14.

Amazing collections are amazingly kept and maintained. This library casts
a spell ; makes us feel proud of ancient culture, which is the supreme. I am really happy
over the arrangements made to publish certain philosophical aspects. This will be
continued with kind patronage of the Government and by other patrons.

A. RADHAKRISHNAN,
5—6-=1971 Joint-Director of Agriculture, Madras.

Indeed rare and unique collection. One only wishes one had all the time to see
through various types of collection.

L o ese

8=—6—1971 Collector, Thansi. (U, P.)

The collections are really wonderful.

11—6—1971 L. T. 0. City Office IV (4) M D.S.

I really enjoyed going through this wonderful Library. Shri Seeralan explained
all the important items very cleatly, I wish the olden sense of erudition and values is
preserved by people in their daily lives, as it is done in this Library.

PADMAH,
27—6—1971 Education Department, Trivandrum,

I am grateful for the kindness of the Librarian and the pleasant atmosphere in the

Sarasvati Mahal. T. GELBLUM,

17—7—=1971 S. 0. A. S., London.
I am happy to see this rare collections of old books, manuscripts and paintings.

S. DUTT,
24-=7—1971 Central Vigilance Commission, New-Delhi
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I enjoyed going through some of the rare manuscripts and old paintings that are
available. One should find sufficient time to go through at least a few of the
manuscripts.

K. N. SUNRAM,
Divisional Operative Superintendent (on leave)
S. C. Ry., Hubli.

I am able to get a picture of good old days, through the rare collections of books,
manuscripts, and paintings, in this Library. Indeed, I had an interesting time. The
Library is very efficiently maintained. There is a lot for the world to know from the rare
collections of books and manuscripts here.

B. R. SIVAGURUNATHAN,
District & Sessions Judge,
3—8-—1971 ' (Tribunal for Disciplinary Procecdings, Thanjavur),

We are delighted to see the rare collection of manuscripts, books, paintings,
pictures etc., kept inside the Library in a very orderly manner which reveal the keen
interest that Rajah Serfoji had in collection of literary articles in many languages in
several fields.

P. M. MENON,
Assistant Director of Employment, Madras.

A. KANTHIMATHINATHAN,
District Employment Officer (YES I. E. C.)

19—8—1971 Thanjavur.

I had the unique privilege to-day to have an idea of the rich collection of ancient
manuscripts and also the fine collection of books of late Serfoji. The Chicf Librarian
and Mr. Siralan were extremely kind to me in taking round the Sarasvati Mahal Library
and explaining to me the intricate details about the various types of exhibits. 1 feel that
more and more persons must avail of the treasures contained in this Library and also that

we must encourage the powers that be, to expand the work that they have undertaken in
this Library.

Dr. H. V. HANDE, M. L. A.,

28—8—1971 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly.

I'am very appreciative for the explanation given me of the Sarasvati Mahal and
Tam very happy that this work can continwe. One would only hope that this work can
expand; for certainly it is a great service both to Tamil Nadu and India and represcnts

an attempt to retain some of what is great in India in the face of such great change. My
best wishes to the Library.

RicHARD S. KENNEDY,

G.B.T. S. Tanjore.
(Berkeley, California U. S. A.)

S=—9—1971 G. B. T. S., Aduthurai.



\%

It has been a rare treat to go round this library and to know the great works of
this trust being preserved and kept with utmost care. This is an excellent collection and
fills one’s heart with pride at such high order of literary tradition in this country.

CHAHAL,
9—9—1971 Joint-Secretary, Food Department, Delhi.
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It is a very great pleasure for me to visit this famous Library containing
fnpumerable and very precious treasures of very old age. As correctly written at the
entry of this Library this is a great wonder! Words will not do to describe my feelings,
I can never forget this visit and I would like to visit many more times.

( Translation from French)

N. PALANISSAMY,
Service de Development, Pondicherry.

I have seen the valuable collections kept in the Library, I am very much impressed
by secing the valuable collections and I sincerely feel that the collections will certainly
help in understanding about the works of king Sarabhoji.

C. SARAVANAPERUMAL,
Director, Govt. Distillery, Pondicherry.

This Library has a rare collection of rare manuscripts. Iam told that many of
them have not yet be published. Some records, which also collected here may be very
useful for constructing special history of this area. All these need attention from the

authorities concerned.
Prof. SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD,

Unien Deputy Minister for Industrial Development,
New Delhi.
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Very impressive collection. It is amarzing to know that most of the collections is
the achievement of one man namely Rajal: Serfoji. The collection remain a worthy
monuments to a great man of culture. It has been an ennobling and elevating experience

to see the manuscripts and other collections.
V. LAKSHMINARAYANAN,

20—-9—1971 Senior Deputy Accountant General, Madras.

I was thrilled to go through some of the ancient manuscripts and the monumental
works collccted here. You feel yourself so small when you find how much is there for

one to learn on any topic.
G. RAMANUJAM,

27—-9—-1971 Judge, High Court, Madras.
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G. DEVANEYA PAVANAR, M. A,,B.O. L.,
(Formerly Reader)
Department of Research in Linguistics,
3—10—1971 Annamalai University. »

I had the great pleasure of visiting this Library, containing rare manuscripts,
paintings, palm-leaves etc. It really thrilled me to find the collections kept and properly
guiding the scholars. I must thank, the Librarian and Assistant Librarian for giving
good expositions of collections and giving me much opportunity to learn things as

a professional librarian.
T. S. KUPPUSAMY, B. A, D.L.Sc.,

4—10-71 District Central Library, Vellore-1.

We were greatly overwhelmed by the rich treasure of knowledge collections such
a treat to Goddess Sarasvati! The visit not only enlightens us about the vastness of the
unknown, but also belittles oue own sense of proportion and understanding.

M. S. N. IYENGAR,
Project Engineer, Indian Tourism Development Corporation,
12—10-71 Bangalore.

We were very pleased to visit the place so highly connected with history of
Tanjore and we appreciate very much the care of Indian Government for such historical

monumets: PETER HRADECKT,

12—10-—71 Prague, Czechoslovakia.

The collections on the Sarasvati Mahal Library are simply astounding.

H. G. R. REDDY,
14=10==71 ECOFE, BANGKOK, THAILAND.

These wonderful brass, sculptures and documents need greater appreciation of the
country and the world. They are rare. Something must be done to provide more
financial resources to improve the museum and the Library. They are a treasure of our

tourist attraction. H. A. B. PARPIA,

Director, Central Food Technological Research Institute,
14—10-1971 Mysore-2, A. (India)
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I was impressed with the collectiorns on display in this muscum.

A. C. PANDYA,
14—10—1971 Professor, I. 1. T., Kharagpur-

Very impressive collection of manuscripts.

C. JAGANNATHACHARI,
Director of Small Industries, Science Institute,
21—-10—1971 Government of India, Industries Ministry-
sesmes er@urgd srevard waprd grosnh senCler. BHeenh GuUTHDD
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ot &b5T sanQpsnEni,
sApa Cuprdfwi, 61-68, wasfluk QB
21—10—-1971 ygssGen.

Sarasvati Mahal, Tanjore is unique in the collections of various types of books,
paintings and here are leaf writings, publishing, translation of the valuable items is in

hand so that with passage of time, the knowledge thereof is not denied to the gencrations
that follow us.

It has been an exhilarating experience for us to have visited this store-house of
its own type.

M. L. PURI,
D.I G., C. LS. E. ( New Delhi)

M. R. RAMAN,
28—10—-T71 A. I. G. of Police, C. S. of Madras.



Recent Publications of T. M. S. S. M. Library
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SIVARAHASYAM
A monumental Itihisa in Sanskrit—Amsa III

(Second of the Seven proposed volumes) -

~— Thiru V. Swaminatha Atreyan

ANANDARAGHAVAM
by Rijacidamagi Diksita (Sanskrit Drama)
— Thiru P. M. Padmanabha Sarma

guisam darbad (s Pupts Cafst Quipiug)
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WILL BE SMORTLY READY

MUDRARAKSASANATAKAKATHA
by Mahadeva (Sanskrit Prose) (Reprint)
— Dr. V. Raghavan, M. A., Ph. D.

SRUTAPRADIPIKA
by Sudarsana Bhatta (Sanskrit, Philosophy)

— Prof. A. Srinivasa,nghavan. M A,
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