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EDITORIAL

With this issue, comprising numbers 2 and 3, Volume XXIIT of
our Journal comes to a close. With the next volume onwards, it shall
be our endeavour to bring out the three issues of the year at fixed
intervals, in July, November and March.

The Tamil section of this Journal begins with a new serial article
entitled, Smrti Candrikai. 1t is a rendering in easy Tamil of the collection
of various essential points of legal procedure as prescribed in the eighteen
original Sanskrit Smrtis, composed by ancient sages like Manu, Vasistha
and Y3jnavalkya. The work is contained in one of the paper manuscripts
in the Tamil section of our library. We hope it will interest our readers,
as it will provide them with a glimpse into the legal codes of our ancients
which were the fore-runners of *Hindu Law.’. The serial poem, Kanji
Mannan Ammanai is continued.

As a sequel to the compendium of the rules of health and hygiene,
Ayurvedopadesa, which was completed, in our last issue, the author of
the same work has contributed a small hand-book on ancient Maternity
Science, Garbhini Raksa, treating with the tending and nursing of ladies
during their state of pregnancy, to which is attached a small work called
Sutikopacarya, on the post-maternity treatment of the mother.

Our Marathi section presents to the readers still another drama,
entitled Mohini Mahesa Paripaya from the royal pen of the scholar-king
Rajah Serfoji.

The small thesis in Sanskrit on Advaita called Vivekasara
Sangraha, which was introduced in our last issue is completed here and
it will be followed in subsequent issues with similar short pieces from
owr manuscripts dealing with Advaita philosophy. ’



li

The Yaksagana drama, entitled Indumati Paripayam, believed to
have been written by Rajah Sivaji, son of Serfoji is completed in this
number and in the next one a detailed introduction to the work and
some useful indices will be added.

From the great literary treasure which the Library recently
acquired, namely the unpublished manuscripts of the original Sanskrit
compositions of the famous poet and scholar of Kottayur, Mahakavi
Seshasayee. we are publishing a sweet lyrical hymn, Komalambastava,
which will be followed by other gems from this treasure in due course.

The multilingual dance drama by Shahaji Rajah, Sankara Kali
Natana Samvada Nataka is continued and it will run on for two more
issues.

With this brief introduction, we take leave of our readers wishing
them a pleasant time with the modest literary treat which we have
provided for them in this issue.

Thanjavur, } N. KANDASWAMY,
. L - 70. Honorary Secretary.
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PREFACE

This pamphlet is a necessary complement to the two parts of
Ayurvedopadesa, already published through the Journal of the Sarasvati
Mahal Library. While the two parts deal with the rules of health and
hygiene to be observed by an aspirant for longevity and sound health,
in all his activities of the day, round the clock, this pamphlet entitled
Garbhini Raksa deals with the more fundamental issue of the proper care
and protection of the woman in her pre-maternity, maternity and post
maternity stages. The physical and mental well-being of a woman in
her pregnant state predetermines, to a considerable degree, the physical
and mental characteristics of the child to be born and of the man or
woman who evolves from the child. Maternity homes and child
welfare centres may rightly be held as the seed-beds for the growth of
the man-power and the intellectual development of the nation. This
pamphlet which deals with the rules to be observed before, during
and after the period of pregnancy of a lady is expected to be a very
useful handbook to all those who are interested in the subject.

We are thankful to Thiru. Vaidya Visarada, C. Rajarajeswara
Sarma, for his valuable services to the Library by composing this work
and to the public at large by placing in their hands a popular guide on
a very useful topic.

Thanjavur, } N. KANDASWAMY,
22=3-1970. Honorary Secretary,

T.M. S. S. M. Library.
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- From Our Visitors’ Book

Went round this unique institution again and was much delighted to see the
new setting particularly of the exbibition material. The publications also are‘vcry useful
though selective.

K. R. SRINIVASAN,
2—-5—1969 . _ Retired Director, Archaeological Survey of Indjg.

Here, we bow in reverance to the memory of a truly great king, who, over a
hundred and fifty years ago, studied, and collected books and manuscripts on various
aspects of knowledge, Indian and from outside couantries. It is indeed an enduriﬁg
monument to his memory The work done here is inspired by the assurance that true
scholarship and research and dcdxcated silent devotions to the Goddess of learning have
a honoured place in our country. The past lives here for the future. It has been a
rewarding experieace for me to'breath the aroma of our cultural heritage.

P. N. V. RAO,

Ministry of Information & Broadcastihg,
13—5—1969 . New Delhi.

A thrilling, exhilerating experience. This institution is redlly the 8th-wonder
of the world, : : '
M. FaizuopiNn Dorvi,
29—5—1969 Labour Officer, Delhi.

One cannot but feel humbls in the midst of so much wisdom and versatility.

R. GorPALA KRISHNAN,

. Additional Member, Railway Baard,
30=5—1969 New Delhi.

It is a very great privelege to have been allowed to see something of this
‘beautiful library.. We cannot express our wonder at the work of scribes, artists ér
scholars. Thank you.

S E. M. LoD & Party,

DB 1960 2, Mayo Road, Lucknow=2.

1 was vory much pleased to ses the old manuscripts of rare historical books
which are a treasure of knowledge for generatj,on Pleasg keep them, preserye tly:m,
translate them for the unravelling of history, science and lnerature, sQ that comm’g
gererations may be benefitted by this,

IQBAL SINGH,
Deputy Minister, Parliamentary Affairs,
P10 Shipping & Transport, Nes Delbi- .
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1 was greatly delighted to see this.rare collection of manuscripts.

Jt. Secretary, Finance Committee,
11-7-1969 Govt. of India.

A remarkable experience. The best manuseript collection T have seen. Delighted.

MRr. & Mgs, D. ROEN REpP,
UNICEF,
18 -7—19¢9 : South Indian Ciffices.

I, along with Sri Ramchandra Singh,, visited the famous Sarasvatl Mahal berary
to-day. The Assistant Librarian was kind enough to explain things to us and through
his courtesy we could see rare volumes.

This library needs preserving its ancient books and manuscripts.

JAGESWAR MaANDAL, M . C,,
Chairman, Zila Parishad. Bhagalpur.
19 —7+~1969 : RAM CHANDRA SINGH, Bihar,

I am particularly interested in the flower paintings executed by Seifoji’s artists
and would bope that the Sarasvati Mahal Library would publish these. They seem to be
of the same collection as those of animals and birds in the India Office published by
Mr. Mildred Archer.

J. R, MaRr,
School of Oriental & African Studies,
1971969 University of London, W.C. 1. U. K.

Magnificent collections of invaluable worth. This University of books deserves
to be maintained with utmost care. I find the office bearers of the library committee,
each learned in himself, are devoting great interest in the preseivation of this library.
I wish some of the rare books and cudjan leaves are published for the las!mg benefit of
the public. With my best wishes. o

Justice K VEERASAMI,
20-7—-1969 ‘ Chief Justice, Madras High Court.

It is a privilege to visit this library. Tt is a treasure house of knOWIc&ge Iam
happy that I could visit this lerary in my life time. 1 hope 10 come ‘again, since the
‘visit was a very short while,

$. K. RAY,
Administrative Officer (Retd ), L. I. C. of India,

—¥-1969 Clo. Sri Aurobinda Ashram, Panditherry=3,



1t is a shame I had so little time, but I hope 1 shall be able to.come hack. 1t s
worth a longer visit.
, Louis D GACQUERAY,
6—8~—1962 Irrigation Enginece. { France)

It is so wonderful a library and it was so interesting. Sorry, T did not have

much time to spend.

’ ' Toyo ENGINeerING Coup,
881969 Japan.

I had the great fortune of visiting this unique Library tceday. I find that it
contains manuscripts of the Vedas and other ancient hteraturcs. The Librarian explained
to me the details of the various collections. He takes a keen interest in the duties

assigned to bim. - ,
’ HON'BLE JUSTICF TARAKESHW R NATH,

14- 81969 Judge, High Court, Patna.

»r

It was a revelation to see some of the rare manuscripts and illustrated
calligraphy in this wonderfui storehousé of our pist heritage. I hope to have the good
luck to make another trip and see more of its treasures.

‘ V. T. NAIAYANAN,

23-8-1969 . : General Manager, Southern Rajlway.

(Sd) B. V. PROUDZIN:KI,
Hamburg P. 0., West Germany.

‘Raj Nivas’
~Pondicherry

. August 27, 1969.
' ( By Lettet) ' :
Dear Shri Gopala Iyengar,

- lextend my grateful.thanks to you for the trouble you have taken yesterday to
explain the details of ancient manuscripts in Tamil, Telugu and Marathi languages in
respect of Medicine, Art, Sciente, Philosophy and other various subjects preserved by
Serfoji Rao Maharaja of Tanjote in the 16th century or so. Iam’happy that these
valuable docuq;ents have ‘been preserved through ages which throw light on the life of
Indians and the anqnent [\-Ixstory The services of the scholars like you are quite essential
in the lerary to créate an impression in the mind of the visitors. In fact, the visitors
are led by your explanat:on and take more and more interest 10 know all the aspects of
the exhibits and I am-happy about,it.

I also congratulate the Trustees of the Library for their service to maintain it in
perfect condition. Kindly cotivey my best wishes to the members of the staff of your
Library. i v ,

With kind regards, yours sincerely,
B. D. JATTI],

Lieutenant Governor, Raj Nivas, Pondicherry.
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A very interesting and infarmative tour.
J.E. SomERvIiLLE,
Montreal Engineering Co.,
891969 Toronto, Canada.
A very good collection well maintained.
vE R. T. CHanDI,
Management Consultant,
Administrative Staff College of-India,
8 —9-—1969 Hyderabad-4.

Seeing this library has been a wonderful education in Tanjore’s collection of old
manuscripts. It is a fine specimen of old Indian literary collection and a great

onument to Sarfoji’s greatness.
" R. K. Sanyar,

Superintending Engineer, Obry,
14—9—69 Mirzapur, U. P.

The Library contains very valuable books. throwing light on the ancient ways
of communications of ideas and expressions. All efforts have to be made to preserve
and spread the treasure contained therein. These may be translated into various
languages for the purpose. [am delighted that efforts are being made in this direction.

P. S. Gurta, -

. Finance Officer. Ministry of Finance,
14~-9—-1969 New Delhi.

6ur students and staff of Kodaikanal school have very much appreciated the

opportunity afforded us of seeing this famous library. Getting first band information

about the history of Tanjore has given us 8 much greater appreciation of India’s past.
FruiseN & ParTy,

18—9—1969 | Kodaikanal School, Kodaikanal.

We consider it a rare privelege to have this opportunity of visiting this library.
The Librarian was kind to show us round and explain the significance of all rare
collections, It is hoped this will give us an inspiration to learn.

S. Basu,
Joint Deputy Director,
20—-9—1969 Intelligence Bureau, New Delhi,
I was very much impressed with the collections. It was a rare treat I had.
B. S. Diwan,
2891969 Officer, New Delhi, Railway Board,

World Bank Team Visit on 23 —10-=1949,

‘What a treasuye bouse of Tanjore !
(Sd.) 008 oo 0oo NP
Washington D. .
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I was very impressed with your collections. Thank you for the opportunity.
(SA) cov e e e aee
(SA) cee oot e = e

Most impressive art and books collections. (Sd.)

I heartily endorse both comments atove.

Visited this interesting library on the occasion of the I. A. D. P. conference.

S K.S.CHIB, 1. A. 8.
Secretary, N. C. D. C. New Delhi.

The Library is indeed fascinating and our only regret is that we could spend
very little time in the Library. The Library deserves further support and facilities and
should be established as a modern unit.

MRS. VINA MUZUNDAR,
Educational Officer, U. G. C.
K. A Naqui,
1—-11-1969 Delhi University, Department of Economics.

I was simply entharalled and greatly impressed by my visit to the T. M. 8. §. M.
Library to-day.
V. G. SARMA,
Senior Statistician, Department of Agriculturé,

14-11=69 Maharashtra, Poona.

A great collection symbolizing man’s love of knowledge and his striving towards
light and life.

N. T. MATHEW,

Chief Director, National Sample Survey,
14111969 Government of India.

A very intetesting collection. The need for bringing these valuable works to
the notice of the scholarly people needs no emphasis.

LIONEL GUNAWARDAN,
17~~11-1969 Ceylon.

Vety well preserved and looked after. The collection itself is fascinating.

Vinod K. CHOWDRY,
17—=11=1969 Ford Foundation, New Delhi.

Visit of ours had been a life’s experience.
V. P. MITHAL,
Director, Secretariat Training School,
: Ministry of Home Affairs,
2] w1969 - Govt. of India, New Delhi,
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My visit to the Library has been a thrilling experience. The collection of books
and manuscripts is amazing and even a superficial journey through these leaves an
indelible impression on one‘s mind. I congratulate the librarian and his stafl on their
wonderful work in preserving our heritage and spreading it to the present generation.

W. I. Davaram, I, P. S.,
24—11—1959 Superintendent of Police, Thanjavur.

- It was an interesting and an instructive visit, particularly to one who still,
cherishes, the ambition to be a historian.
V. K. SINHo,LR. T. S,
Deputy Director of Safety,
29111969 Ministry of Railways, Govt. of India.

T was indeed delighted to visit the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvati Mahal
Libraray. The assistant Librarian was kind enough to show me round and explain
the different collections of ‘manuscripts and other works of art. The Library contains
marvellous collections of manuscript in various languages. The Library is a potential
source for research scholars who can unravel the legacy of the past to the future.
The work done by the Library staff and the team of scholars deserves praise aod
encouragement.

K RAJAGOPALAN,
5—=12~1969 Principal, Sri Theagaraja College, Madras

A very interesting library~the drawing and illustrations are especially impressive.
I hope the Library will be able to keep up its fine work of preserving and publishing
these manuscripts. Thanks to the Assistant Librarian for his kindness to me on my
visit.
CoNsTANCE Farrow,

11121969 Librarian, California, U. § A.

Wonderful collection of ancient manuscripts and foreign English editions, are
‘preserved in this library which will be useful to each and cverybody who has the
opportunity to step into this Library.

J. PETER WILSON,
Superintendent, T. N. T. D., Madras.

Posterity will for ever be grateful to the great Rajah for the magnificent
collection.

20—12—1969

L. MontEeiro, o
21—12—1969 Dean, St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore.

Most interesting and fascinating collection. 'Worthy of national heritage which
should be preserved ever in better condition. We were most impressed.

B. N. KHosLA § I A S. Officers

22121969 B. N. Biswas ofroms. Delki, -

S. G. GHOSALKAR
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Yery grateful for the most interesting and exciting visit to this old libraty.
DE STxOBEL,
23—12—-1969 Ambassador of Italy in India

With a deep impression of the treasures in this library, we wish, by good
publications, the hidden jewels should be approachable in the near future; May the

modern printing technique serve to keep this old literature.
S. HaBLik & S. Durr,

26—12—1669 Sri Aurobindo Ashram.

This short visit to the Library was very rewarding. A rich store of priceless
gems of all languages, the Library ranks among the exclusive collections of the country.
A thrilling experience rejuvenating jaded tastes, an exciting adventure into antiquity. I
shall treasure the memory of this visit and the courtesy and the good will extended to me.

} T. C. MATHEWS,
41 =-J970 General Manager, Southern Railway

Had the honour of visiting this wonderful institution—May this spirit who reign
in this building last for ever.
IRENE SOLOGUSB,
5e=1-~1970 Guide National, Paris XVIII, France.

Sanskrit in India and Latin in Italy are closely related as the preservers of
two .ancient civilizations of the world and one cannot understand the present of these
two countries without a deep knowledge of the two languzges. I am impressed
profoundly with this library which preserves the ancient manuscripts of Sanskrit and
other languages.

CarLO Pozzi,
6—1—1970 Professorea Ventimiglia, Italy.

I visited Sarasvati Mahal Library. 1 was amazed at the collections made and
preserved here. Our ancient culture is depicted in these collections which are worth
preserving for ever.

V. R CHANDRAN,
B—1=-1970 Deputy Director of Census Operations.

We do admire your marvellous collection and thank you very much for your
kind help.
EL1sABETH FLEIM,
E. Hem,
Cu. CESTERWALDER,
Zurich, Switzerland.

We visited the Satasvati Mahal Library and were much impressed by the
matrvellous collection of old manuscripts.
P Swarup,

1611970 D. 1. G. of Police U. P. (R) Lucknow.
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1 am verv much delighted to sce the precious collections made of the manuscripts
in the Sarasvati Matal library.
T V. Verraswawmi,
24—1—1970 Law Secretary, Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Very greateful for most valuable information and kindness.

>« I TR
30—1—~1970 Bishop

of Tranquebar.

I am very much amazed by this inexhaustible treasure house of kpowledge and
culture viz., the Sarasvati Mahal Library. Tamil Nadu can rightfully boast of this
invaluable asset thauks to the astonishingly abundant interest that Raja Serfoji took
in garpering the best gems of wisdom and wit that the great thinkers, writers, and
painters were capable of during his life time

I should say that it is the responsibility of all concerned to preserve,
strengthen and fully utilise the treasure of this library for the ever-lasting benefit of
Tamilnadu, nay, of mankind itself.

I congratulate Thiru N. Kandaswami Pillai and all others connected with the
upkeep, maintenance and administration of this institution for the best manner in which
they are safeguarding this legacy.

30—1—1970 G. V. Cuitni Basy,
Sarvodaya day Director of School Education, Tamil Nadu.

I so much enjoyed visiting your fasinating library and seeing some of the
precious manuscripts.
MryiLes RupGe,

7—2-1970 Lontdon.

T. SRINIVASAN,
Director of Treasuries & Accounts.

I am very much pleased to visit this house of literature which contains the
great collection of the Tanjore Prince-cum-scholar, Rajah Serfoji.

Sd' ' .l; L s .o ved 00
(Rajah of Sivaganga)

It is my great pleasure to visit this great Library for the second time. It i$
a great treasure house of history-literary and cultural in particular. 1 think it would
take many more years before we fully understand and study all the treasures. It is
essential that more attention has to be given to this unique treasure of the nation.
Phalguna, 8, 1891, )
21=2-1970

14—2--1970

16=2--1970

Do Vc CHAUBAN’
Member, M. P, §. C. Bombay.



ix
T. M. S. S. M. Library contains precious and priceless treasure of Tamilnadu.
It should be preserwed for posterity by cataloguing and publishing them systematically.

V. G. KHOBREKAR,
Director of Archives,

27—2—1970 Maharashtra State, Bombay.
A very impressive collection.
e N. GuiLing,
Mrs. EFriEDE GUILING,
10—~3—1970 Nilgris Project.

Many thanks for showing us round. It is a pleésure to see such a large and
valuable collections.
Y. Navyupamma,

Director, Central Leather Research Institute,
Madras, India.
11—-3—1970 & Dr. Mas. NAYUDAMMA.

This is a most wonderful collection. It interests both the scholar and the
layman.
A. K. SRIVASTAVA,
14=3—1970 Chief Auditor, Southern Railway, Madras

Most interesting. The records here are surely one of the rarest. I hope that

they will be published for the scholars. The Curator was very kind and spent
considerable time explaining all the scripts.

K. MaHARAJ SINGH,
26—-3-70 Poona Synthetics Co., Poona-1,

It was a very great pleasure to see old Marathi manuscripts in the Modi script.
I felt it a great privilege to have seen these historical and rare manuscripts.

D. V. KETKAR,
Works Manager, A. 6|7, B. H. E. Colony,
27—3-170 Trichy-14.

My wife and I will cherish the memory of this short visit to this great place.
Whatever is here, and the way it is being preserved and made use of, are surely of
great value to humanity.

T. P. SiNGH,
Lately Adviser to Governor of Bihar,
78 —3—170 at present on leave.
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