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The Journal of
The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvati Mahal Library

Vol. XX A. D. 1967 Saka 1888 Nos 2 &3

EDITORIAL

We are placing before our readers the second and third numbers
of Vol. XX of our Journal together in one issue in order to complete
some of the serial contributions. Introduction or preface alone for some
of the still remaining serials will follow in the next issue.

A fine anthology of devotional lyrics in Marathi, composed by
several royal poets and saintly singers collected under the heading
Padaguccha and found among our Marathi manuscripts starts with this
issue beginning in the traditional style, with invocations to Ganapati.
We specially commend to our readers the fifteenth song which is a dance
piece and is sure to feast their ears with its jingling rhythm and its highly
sanskritized diction which will be intelligible even to those who are not
well versed in Marathi.

In our Sanskrit section the long drawn out serial Sri Venkatacarya’s
Minor Works, is after all coming to a close and the index portion
published here brings the conclusion within sight. The prefatory notes
will find a place in the next issue. Anomalously enough, the end has
come, but the beginning is to follow. A short and erudite poem in
Sanskrit called Radhavinoda Kavya dealing with the esoteric love of
Radha and Krspa is published completely in this issue. The reader will
note that the poet employs Yamaka or collective verbal alliteration and
Slesa or pun upon words so dexterously that he confounds the juvenile
skipper as much as he delights the mature diver into the Pierian spring;
but the author has taken away something of the sting of the difficult
words by commenting on the poem himself. The twin Campu kavyas
of the Yuddha Kapda and the Uttara Kapda are concluded in this issue
and are prefixed with a short introduction. These will form a significant
addition to the already abundant literature on the theme of the Ramayaga
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King Ekoji, who inspired our readers in the last issue with his hymn
extolling the glory of the Mother, plays, in this issue, the role of a
theologian and philosopher, holding forth in his treatise, Parabrahma
Tattva Nirapapa, Lord Siva as the Parabrahma or Supreme Being, the soul
cause of the creation, sustenance and the dessolution of the universe
The Asvalayana Apara Prayoga, the post-mortem ritualistic code comes
to an end with this issue and the practitioners of priest craft will find
in it the accurate spiritual panacea to be correctly administered for the
peace and salvation of the departed souls entrusted to their care,

The multi-lingual Yaksa Gana is continued and the reader is taken
through the second act of the Sankara Kali Natapa Samvada of Maharaja
Shahaji. The Tamil serial on Modippalagani gives a few more glimpses
into the historical records pertaining to the period of the rule of the

Maratha kings in Tanjore.

Our Medical Research scholars have contributed their usual share
to variegate our contents. Their articles on the positive science of
Medicine always give a sound antedote to the intellectual and aesthetic
surfeit which may be caused by too much of art and literature.  The
Ayurvedopadesa continues its instruction on the practical application of
the principles of Ayurveda to daily routine and it is followed by a new
article on the diagnosis of urinary troubles according to the Siddha System,
The Sarasvati Mahal Journal will always serve as a hospitable medium
of expression to our Research wing although we do not, on that account,
hesitate to wish them godspeed in their endeavour to achieve their ambi-
tion of a separate research Journal for the Unit.

Now, good bye to our readers till we meet again in the pages of
the first issue of Volume XXI of our Journal.

O. A. NARAYANASWAMI,
Editor.



The Modi Training Course
IN THR
T. M. S. S. M. LIBRARY, THANJAVUR,

Some details regarding the Modi records and the Historical research based upon
them in the T. M. S. S. M. Library have been published some time ago in the pages of
this Journal. The stupendous quantity of the Modi material available in the Library
and the non-availability of sufficient number of people even with a smattering knowledge
of the Modi script and the Modi conventions of writing to tackle these Modi Raj records
have always posed a serious problem to the authorities of the Library.

To tide over this difficulty, a proposal was drawn up by the Administrative
Committee to conduct a short course of training in Modi under the auspices of the Library
on a stipendiary basis. The Government of Madras, on receipt of the proposal, approved
the same and was generous enough to sanction the necessary financial grant for conducting
a class with six trainees on a monthly stipend of Rs. 30/~ each for a period of six months
and with a part time teacher, on the same amount of allowance, to be in charge of the class.

A detailed syllabus and scheme of instruction, consisting of the study of some Modi
Readers, practical exercises in deciphering transcribing and translating Modi into
Marathi and a general knowledge of the History of the Maratha period in Tanjore was
drawn up by our Librarian assisted by the Senior Modi Pandit and Sri S. Ganapati Rao,
our former Marathi Pandit. Six candidates were selcted out of the applications received
in response to our announcement of the class and they were awarded a stipend of Rs. 30/-
ech after executing the bond of agreement, usual in stipendiary awards. Sri T. K.
Nagaraja Rao, Senior Modi Pandit was appointed to conduct the classes. The rules and
regulations for the classes were duly framed and the class was inaugurated on 3rd December
by the Librarian Sri V. Gopala Iyengar.

After the end of the six months period, the sanction of the Government was
obtained for a further extension of the course by three months more. In the course of
the nine months of training, in addition to the usual instruction by the Modi Pandit,
Sri V. Gopala Iyengar, our Librarian and Sri S. Ganapathi Rao, our former Marathi
Pandit, now in the Literary Research Unit, gave some extension lectures on the Tanjore
Raj Records in general, on the rudiments of Manuscriptology and on the history of
Tanjore Maratha kings. The genius behind the whole scheme and the major source of
inspiration in all our endeavours in this direction was Major N. B. Gadre (Retd.) M. E. S.
During his frequent visits to Thanjavur, he was guiding the conduct of the course and,
besides taking a few classes himself, he gave very valuable guidance to the teachers also.
The authorities of the Library can never thank Major Gadre adequately for his services

to the cause of Modi here.
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After the course of nine months, a final examination was conducted and the
trainees were examined in accordance with the following scheme :

Paper 1  Transcription and Dictation of Modi.
Paper II  Translation into and composition in Marathi.

Paper III  General knowledge of Modi Conventions and Elements of
Manuscriptology.

Paper IV Elements of the History of the Maratha Dynasty of Tanjore.
Paper V Reading Modi and Viva Voce.
A Board of Examiners consisting of —

i. SriS. Ganapati Rao, Former Marathi Pandit

ii. SriT. K. Nagaraja Rao, Senior Modi Pandit

and iii. Sri T. R. Bhima Rao, the present Marathi Pandit was constituted under
the chairmanship of the Librarian, Sri V. Gopala Tyengar, M. A.

On the results of the examination all the six candidates were declared to have
passed and they were classified as follows :

1. S. Padmavati Boi —  First Class

2. S. Sarasvati Boi »

3. R. Rambhavuswami »

4, Snehalata Ingle —  Second Class
5. Brihannyaki Boi »

6. D. Ganesa Rao »

A certificate of merit will be issued to the successful candidates in due course.

As a result of the training, these six candidates have acquired a fair knowledge
of Modi which they are expected to develop by constant practice and experience.
A few more months of work as copyists under the guidance of our Senior Modi Pandit
who is ripe in age and experience will make these trained candidates sufficiently equipped
to handle the Modi records independently not only in the Library but also everywhere,
where their services may be requisitioned.

The Government of Madras have therefore been requested to sanction the
establishment of a separate copying department for the Modi Section, with a separate
allotment of grant for the purpose, where these trained candidates may be appomtc_d a3
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éopyists either on the basis of fixed monthly salaries or as preparatory to that, on payment
of the fees permissible for copyists of manuscripts for parties. This proposal, when
sanctioned, will speed up the work of unravelling the contents of the huge volumes of
Modi bundles and of making them available to the scholars of research.

Besides the Modi papers in the Sarasvati Mahal Library, a large quantity of Modi
records are in the custody of the Chattram Department of the collectorate of Tanjore.
The Administrative Committee of the Library, presided over by the District Collector,
has already appealed to the District Collector to arrange for the transfer of these records
to the Library where they can be more fruitfully utilized than in their present location.
Though the records have not yet been received by us, we are hopeful of getting them
soon, because we have been told that the matter is receiving the attention of the
appropriate authorities. The labours which the library has taken and the amount which
the Government has spent will both become more fruitful if not only the Modi records
in the District collectorate but also those in charge of the Madras and Union

Governments are transferred to the Library, which is now better equipped than before
for dealing with them.

EDITOR.



Agastyar Day Celebrations

Under the auspices of the Literary Research Unit of Central Council of Ayurvedic
Research, Thanjavur, ‘Agastyar Day’ was celebrated in the Sarasvati Mahal premises
at 4-00 p. M. on Friday the 30th December, 1966.

A meeting was held after a special Pooja to Maharishi Agastya.

Srimanth Rajaram Rajah Saheb, Senior Prince of Tanjore Palace, presided over
the function. In his presidential address he pointed out the variation in the figure of
Agastyar found in several places and he said that Agastyar is the main cause to bring
Cauvery to South. This is the great aushadh for a human body to get material and

immaterial pleasure.

Sri V. S. Venkatasubramania Sastrigal, Senior Research Officer of L. R. U,
welcomed the gathering. In his welcome speech, he explained that Agastya is not a
personal property for one field alone but he is a master of all fields.

The following four main speakers delivered lectures :

Dr. A. Shanmugavelan, Siddha Research Officer of L. R. U. explained that we
are celebrating today on Ayilya star in this Tamil month of Margazhi as per the reference
given in the Bhogar 7000 and yet as Agasthyar is the incarnation of Shiva’s sukchama
panchatcharam this may be celebrated on any day as per NADI astrology.

Sti V. Gopala Iyengar, Curator, Sarasvatimahal Library, showed with historical and
literary examples how Agastyar played an important role in all fields and illustrated
that Sage Agasthya is a man beyond all caste and creed. He explained nicely how he
has become the national heritage.

Sri N. V. Venkatasubramania Sastrigal, Sanskrit Calligrapher of L. R. U. in l}is
speech stressed that everyone should know before worship the real qualities of the deity
and the procedure of worship.

Sri N. S. Devanathachariar, Sanskrit Pandit of Sarasvatimahal, showed m?ny
references in Vedas relating to Agastyar. By getting Agastyar’s grace one can certainly
get all the benefits in life, in a wonderful manner,

The function was concluded with the vote of thanks by Sri M. Seeralan, Assistant
Libratian of L. R, U,

Prasadam was distributed to the gathering, at the close of the functiof.

[
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INTRODUCTION

Poetry is not always purely an art, but it sometimes shares the
qualities of a craft also. When the author cares for the sense of beauty
and harmony in sense and sound and depends upon spontaneity and
grace of expression, it is purely an art; but when he flies off into feats
of verbal gymnastics and acrobats of imagery, overstepping the limits of
naturalness, it becomes a piece of literary craft. Applying the tests of
Anandavardhana, Vyafigya Kavyas, poems depending on Dhvani, or tone
of suggestiveness for their artistic effect, belong to the former class and
Citrakavyas, those depending on artificial devices, belong to the latter
class. To state this is not to condemn Citrakavyas altogether, but only
to assign them to a different category. Variety is the spice not only of
life but also of literature. The natural grace of thought and lucidity of
style, which Sanskrit critics classify, as Vaidarbhi riti and Draksapaka
are, no doubt pleasing to the mind and the ear; but when a reader is
satiated with the cloying melody of it and craves for a recess in the midst
of his literary lotos-eating, poems of the class of a craft with their
strained poetic fancies and verbal feats like puns and multi-meaning
compounds are not altogether unwelcome. If we admire the beauty in
the one, we are astonished at the difficult attainment of the poet in the
other. If the former contributes to effortless pleasure like the zephyr
and the moonlight, the latter confers the arduous profit of linguistic
treasure like the pearls in the depth of the ocean or gold in the mines

of the earth.

Radhavinodakavya now placed before the public from out of the
hidden treasures of the manuscripts, in our library, is a poem of the
latter variety. This short composition in 19 stanzas deals with the
condition of Radha languishing in her mystic love for Krsna and the
efforts of her lady friends to comfort her. Itis a highly artificial poem,
no doubt, the trump-card of the author being Yamaka or cumulative
alliteration. The author’s forte consists of his thorough mastery of
the incomparably rich vocabulary of Sansk.rit. The reader needs ““the
sharpest, finest chiselling and patientest fusing,” in the words of Ruskin,
to get at the gain of the gold of the author’s thought. But the author’s



ii
own gloss which is published alongside with the poem will reduce the
strain of the impatient reader. Despite the difficulty of diction, it cannot

be denied that the author has a very fair claim to other poetic qualities
like imagery and impressive, if not charming, figures of speech.

About the author of the poem. Ramacandrakavi, it is understood,
from the internal evidence available in the text and the commentary, that -
he was the grand-son of Purusotiima and the cldest son of Janardhna
and that he was a native of Sankarapuri (probably in Orissa). The
author is different from his namesake who composed, in the latter half
of the 17th century A. D., the camnu called Keralabharana, after the
model of Vi§vagupadarsa.

Two commentaries, other than the one by the author himself
which is published here, have been noticed by Aufrecht and Rajendralal
Mitra, one by Trilokanatha and the other by Bhatta Narayana. The
solution of the problem whether the incomplete and anonymous com-
mentary included in this publication can be one of those two and the
investigation of fuller details about the author, his date and his other
works are matters for further careful and critical research.

The present edition is based upon four mtanuscripts in our library
which are noticed in the Sanskrit introduction by the editor. All the
manuscripts are full of scriptorial defects and the damage due to decay.
Our library pandit Sri N K. Ramanujatatachariar has made the best
possible job of it and our thanks are due to him for his fruitful labours
and to his senior colleague Sri N. S. Devanathachariar for his collabora-=
tion with him in his difficult task and to Sri V. Gopala Aiyengar, Our
librarian, whose estimable services in over-all editing of the work has
been superb.

T. M. S. S. M. Library O. A. Narayanaswami,
Tanjore, 6—3—67 Hony. Secretary.
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INTRODUCTION

Ritualism has a very significant part to play in any religion. With
their liturgical, disciplinary, purificatory and symbolical value, rituals
are inviolable aids to religious advancement, although their importance
has been sometimes overrated by mistaking them as the end and not
the means and by allowing the form to overide the spirit. From the
prenatal to the post-mortem stage of a soul’s sojourn in this world, a
regular chain of sacraments has been prescribed by the Hindu scriptures.

In this booklet is presented to the reading public interested in
the ritualistic literature of the Vedic religion and to the priests officiating
in the conduct of religious ceremonies an authentic version of the
A $valayana Apara Prayoga. 1t is a compilation of the procedural details
and the hymns employed in the conduct of the obsequial ceremonies
to be performed for the departed souls in accordance with the traditions
followed by the adherents of Asvalayana Sutra. These ceremonies are
believed to contribute to the comfort of the soul in its post-mortem
journey and also to the welfare of the survivors by securing for them
the benediction of the departed ancestors. They are at the same time
considered to win for the performer the grace of God.

It is our fervent hope that this and the other publications of
works on similar subjects from our library will be availed of mainly
by the people engaged in the priestly profession to understand aright
the traditional version of the Prayoga and to keep the practice of priest-
craft in its pristine purity. It is also hoped that it will be of use to
the general readers, as well, who are interested in the study of the
sacramental aspect of Hindu religion.

To the editor of this book, Sri S. Sundaresa Somayaji, we are
doubly beholden, firstly for his presentation to this library of the original
palm leaf manuscript of this work preserved by his ancestors and
secondly for the labours he has undertaken to edit the work for our
Journal. Our thanks are due, in no less measure, to his collaborator,
Sri Vattaram Sundara Sastrigal, for having shared the editorial
responsibility.

T. M. S. S. M. Library, } O. A. NARAYANASWAMI,
Thanjavur ; 7-3-67. Honorary Secretary.
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From QOur Visitor’s Book

1. I was profoundly impressed by what 1 saw—it is a good cducation indeed!

R. B. Lai, 1. A.S.,
11—8—66 Secretary to Government of Bihar.

2. Visited the Sarasvati Mahal Granthalaya. Particular interest was the Marathi
Plays. The illustrated manuscripts are very good and I wish they are printed in the
original colours. The Government of Madras has taken interest in the preservation.
I wish the Maharashtra Government takes some steps to reproducc some of the
selected manuscripts.

B. S. Naix,
Deputy Director General,

2—9—66 Printing & Stationery, Madras-4.

3. During my trip to Tanjore, I visited this library. I feel very thankful for the
excellent guidance given to me. I regret very much that I could not stay longer here.
The few hours which I have spent here and the wonderful treasures I have seen here have
really enriched my life.

DRr. WoLrGaNG LuTz,
Professor of Mechanical Engineering,
9—9—66 I I.T., Madras-36.

4. 1 was much delighted to see the Sarasvati Mahal Library. It is excellently
maintained ; the workers are very polite. More than a library, I found it to be a seat of
learning. Sanskrit education, I am sure, would continue to owe to this library for a long
time. These are my personal views.

H. G. PARANIPE,
25 Q6 Under Secretary, Lok Sabha Secretariat.

5. A very intesting and wonderful collection which throws light what India could
do., I was keenly interested to go round.
CoOL. SUNTHANKAR,
Inspector of Armaments, Trichy-16.

6. Thanking you vety much for the opportunity to visit your library of very
interesting collections.

V. 1. GLAZNEV,
9 10-=66 Trade Commissioner of U. S. S. R. in Madras.

7. Scholar kings ate rare. Among them few, perhaps one or two are collectors
and presetvers and patrons. Serfoji lives and he is always in intellectual company here,
in his unkingly treasure left for posterity.

N. KAMALAKKANNAN,
Principal, Govt. College of Arts, Karur.
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8. Ivisited the library and was shown some of the original manuscripts and in
addition some of the most impressive transcripts that are being published.

PATRICK ARTHUR FAULKNIR,
17—10—66 Unesco Expert in Architecture & Archaeology.

9. It has been a rare experience to visit this famous library — what store of
knowledge is contained herein!
Sr1 B. D. PANDE,

18—10—66 Chairman, L. I. C.

10. A really interesting and wonderful collection which has been well preserved
and which are a pride to our country. The library is indeed a seat of learning. The
Chief Librarian, Shri Gopala Iyengar, knows all about the collections and he takes
a personal interest in explaining them.

Sr1 R. S. KRISHNAN,
3—11—066 Central Intelligence Officer, Madras.

11. T had heard of the library long ago, but was fortunate enough to visit it
only to-day. It is a veritable store-house of knowledge and has been maintained well.
The Chief Librarian took me round and showed me the salient featurcs of the library.
I trust this store-house will serve as a fountain of knowledge for many scholars for the
years to come.

K. L. Diir SiNGHII,
Deputy Director of Inspection,

3—11—66 Customs & Central Excise, New Delhi.

12. T was very much impressed with the library. I hope the library will flourish
in the able guardianship of present chief librarian, Sri Aiyengar.
P. C. AnDIR,
Asst. Collector, Nagapattinam.

13. Iam very thankful for the guidance received to be able to go through such
a vast store of knowledge in the shortest possible time. It is indeed a wonderful
collection !
P. C. BHATTACHARYA,

5—11—66 Governor, Reserve Bank of India, Bombay.

14. A wonderful experience.

B. GanGuLy,
5—11—66 General Manager, Southern Railway.

15. Thanks for the interesting and instructive show, many thanks for the kind
guidance.
DR. GeORGE F. OzZGRAY,

7—11—66 Hydrogeologist, UN Expett,
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16. Visitors on 14—11—66.
1. MR. DAvVID S. BELL, Vice-President, Ford Foundation, New-York.
2. DRr. L. WEBSTER, Acting Team Leader, Fort Foundation
and MRs. WEBSTER.
3. MR. GEORGE GANT, Vice-President of South & S. E Asia, Development
Programme Delhi and MRrs. GANT.

17. Visited Sarasvati Mahal, Tanjore and went through the ancient manuscripts
with great interest. There are rare collections of English books in Botony, Zoology
in addition to Indian languages. They are very well preserved and catalogued. It will
be a great day if all these rare manuscripts are translated into English and sent abroad
so that our western friends will understand the glory of our country India.

Dr. B. AppaLA NaIDU,
8—12—66 Principal, Agricultural College, Bapatla.

18. A unique library showing the glories of the past of our country.

Dr. P. L. X. PONNAIYA,
Dean, Agricultural College, Coimbatore.

C. KRISHNAMURTHY,
Principal, Sri Venkateswara Agricultural College,
8—12—66 Tirupati.

19. A unique and marvellous collection of extreme interest.

RICHARD ALLEN,
11—12—66 475, Liverpool Road. London N. F.

20. A most unusual and important collection and every help given.

RATNA TALsI,
11—12—66 New Delhi,

21. I was taken round by the Chief Librarian and he explained and showed
various rare things which it was a pleasure to see. It is indeed a unique collection.
1 was only sorry that I had not enough time to see and understand many more things
1 am extremely thankful to the Librarian who I must say has got a flair for the job.

P. GoviINDA MENON,
12—12—66 Judge of the Kerala High Court (Retd.) Cochin.

22. It has been a privelege to be shown round this magnificent collection by the
Chief Librarian, himself a notable Sanskrit scholar, who very kindly explained to us the
wonderful exhibits in this institution. There is no doubt whatsoever that this great
library should be looked upon by the whole country as one of national importance, It s
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imperative that Government both at the centre and in the states, should give this really
splendid library maximum financial and other kinds of assistance. We wish to record
our deep appreciation of this institution which the whole country should profoundly
cherish,
HIREN MUKERIJEE,
( Member of Parliament)
Buyr AfwiflaT aursE (pDHJIE BT,

K. T. K. TaNGamaNI,

13—12—66 (Ex M.P.)

23. To my shame I did not know of this library before my visit this after-noon
but I am deeply griteful to have been given the chance to see it and to have the pleasure
of meeting the Chief Librarian.

F. J. W. MILLER,
Department of Child Health, (W. H. O.)
18—12—66 University of New Castle U. K.

24. 1t has been great honour and privilege to be shown through the library this
morning. Its many treasures are indeed a graphic testimony to the rich creativity of the
Indian tradition.

Thanking you,
MR. HENRY FERGUSSON,
27—12—66 U.N.I O. N. College, Schenectady, New-York.

25. Tam extremely happy to note that after all I am in a library having such
a treasure. We may develop such a system of lending the books to other Research
institutions, so that the Researchers with meagre resources can satisfy their quench.
The visit proved fruitful only on account of the keen interest shown by the generous
Librarian and I record heartfelt thanks for the same. Wish and pray that tlis library
may be used more and more for the advancement of knowledge.

G. C. JosHi,
9—1—67 Technical Assistant, State Archieves U. P.

26. ©Sarasvati Mahal’ an abode of goddess of learning charmed me so much
that it nceds much more time to make any remarks. The authorities have given us a very
cordial reception to whom I am very much thankful to have a glance of the collection.

GILIKA GUHA,
Curator, Gurusaday Museum,
Bratacharigram, (via) Calcutta-27.

27. After a very long period of my being here, I came here this afternoon only
to forget myself in wondering at the preserved manuscripts as well pictures in the glass
gases, My only wish is that the Government whether of the centre or state should see



v

to preservation of the materials by the latest process so well developed in the National .
Library, Calcutta.
9—1—67 K. CHANDRASEKHARAN.

28. Tam very happy to have had the orportunity of visiting this library. The
collection of manuscripts is really wonderful and will be useful to research workers. It is
also remarkable that more than one language is represented here.

J. N. DHar,
Professor of Economics,
National Academy of Administration, Mussorie.

29. A wonderful Library! A wonderful work for protecting the great
inheritance !
PROF. P. BORISKOUSEY,,
Leningrad. U. S. S. R.

30. Spent a most interesting and educative two hours in this wonderful library,
Only wish I had more time to spend here.
C. SAINITASA SARDEY,

22—1—67 DD. NAA. Mussary.
31. A highly educative visit. Thanks.
J. P. GuPTa,
23—1—67 Commissioner of Income Tax.

32. I am very grateful to the Chief Librarian to have shown me this ancient
library in such detail. I will remember this after-noon.
HARALD DOHREN,
251—67 Hamburg 39, Lattenkamp FZ.

33. It was of great interest to me to study the ancient cultures preserved here in

such an excellent manner. _
EGBERT RICHTER,

4—2—67 Bremen, Wes; Germany.

34. We the members of the Alpana Kala Kendra while touring Southern India
were lucky enough to visit this * Sarasvati Mahal ”* which we have very much appreciated.
We thank the authorities concerned much for giving us such an opportunity to know the
Maratha tradition and culture. This library is a pride not only to the Southern India

but to the nation as a whole.

7—2—1967 ' SUDHA S. KAMARKAR,
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35. Icame here in connection with the Project of microfiiming of rare manus-
cripts sponsored by Government of India in collaboration with Unesco. 1 consider it
a great event to be in a position to see the priceless collection of this great institute.

B. BANERJEE CHAUDHURI,
Assistant Librarian,
12—2—67 National Library, Calcutta-27.

36. The manuscripts writtcn on' palm-leaf, and especially the Ramayana in
microscopic letters, had kept me astonished.

The care with which the precious works are preserved is remarkable.

ANTONIO RoLanDs LoBo & MRs. LoBo,
14—2—67 Dt. Registrar, Panjim, Goa.

37. Rotary International Group Study Exchange Team

H. GLIN Jerry, New Town, Pennsylvania, U. S. A.

Joun E. ROOREY, Parlsland, Pennsylvania, U. S. A.

JaMmes Sevsoist, Warrirgron, PA., U: S. A.
22267 Row MEKKEL, Allentown, PA., U. §. A.

38. I am happy to have visited Sarasvati Mahal to-day. It is very impressives
and the library is well maintained.
N. KRISHNASWAMI REDDIAR,
4—3—67 High Court Judge.

39. A most interesting visit to the Sarasvati Mahal Library made more
interesting by the lively guidance of the Curator, Sri V. Gopala Iyengar. My thanks
and respectful recognition.

ALVIN MOORE JR.,
11—3—67 U. S. Library of Congress.

40. Thank you very much for your introduction into your wonderful

manuscripts treasure.
DR. GUNTER RAGER,

Munchen (Munich) 15, Lindwurmster,
110, West Germany.

41. Wonderful collection of art and literature. Any Indian will be proud of it.

Sd) e e e
Chief Personal Officer,
19—3—-67 - Southern Railway, Madras.
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The Divine Life, Uttar Pradesh.

Madras Information, Madras.

The Journal of Oriental Research, Madras.

Bulletin of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.

Journal of the Kerala University Oriental Manuscripts Library, Trivandrum.
Agra University Journal of Research, Agra.

The Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthanam Journal, Tirupathi.

The Adyar Library Bulletin, Madras-20.

Sri Venkateswara University Oriental Journal, Tirupathi.
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Journal of Oriental Institute, Baroda.
Annals of the B. O. R. Institute, Poona-4.
Vaidya Chandrika, Trichirapalli.
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American Reporter—Tamil, Telugu and English Editions, Madras.

—
o W

Vijaya vani — Telugu — Vijayawada-2.
Traimasik, Bharat Ithihasa Samshodhak Mandal, Poona.
Udyana Patrika, Tirupathi.
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Astrological Magazine, Bangalore-3.
Kurukshetra-the Publication Division, Delhi-8.
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Sri Vaishnava Sudarsanam, Puthur, Trichirapalli.
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.

Sajjanatoshini Partika, New Delhi,
Soviet Land ( Tamil ), Madras-17.
Journal of the Research Institute, Allahabad.

]
L s

Sarvodaya (English & Tamil), Thanjavur.
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Journal Family Welfare, Bombay-1.
Indian Publisher and Book-Seller, Bombay=7,
Sangeet, Hathras, Madhbya Pradesh.
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27. Marathi Samshodhan Patrika, Bombay-2.
28, Vedavani, Baneras-6.

29, Sri Nrsimhapriya, Tiruvallur,

40. Sri Sankara Kripa, Tiruchy-2.

31, Divyajoti, Simla-1.
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39,
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42.
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Sangam, Andhra Pradesh.
Kamakoti Pradipam, Madras-1.
Sivakasi Murasu, Sivakasi.
The Journal of the University of Poona, Poona-7,
The Life Natural, Pudukkottai.
Bharat Sevak ( Tamil ), Thanjavur.
Journal of Asiatique Society of Bombay, Bombay-1.
Dakshin Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha, Madras-17.
Punarvasu, Madras-4.
Samskrita Pradipa.
Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, France.
Societie Asiatique, Paris VI.
Universitas, Western Germany.
Self Realizatibn Magazine, California .
Sutantran, Colombo-12.
The Aryan Path, Bombay-1.
The Call Divine, Madras-20,



Acknowledgement of Qifts.

Vaidya Visarada, Ayurveda Siromani Dr. S. V. Radhakrishna Sastri of
Tiruchirapalli has generously donated to the Sarasvati Mahal Library a collection
of 98 old and rare books and 5 palm leaf manuscripts on Ayurveda and allied
subjects in several languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, English, Hindi, Malayalam and Kannada.
The gift has been rendered fruitful by being placed at the disposal of our (Medical)
Literary Research Unit to be used for their researches. The Administrative Committee
of the T. M. 8. S. M Library has acknowledged the gift in its meeting held on
11—3—67 and now expresses, through this issue of the Library Journal, its profound
thanks to the donor, whose interest in our library 1is already well known by his
having edited one of our valuable medical manuscripts, Anandakandam.

Besides this gift in bulk, 60 volumes in English, Sanskrit, Tamil and
Hindi have been presented to the Library by several publishers, editors or authors
as complimentary copies, by some on their own initiative and by many as per
instruction from the Ministry of Education, Government of India. The United
States Information Bureau has laid the Library under a debt of gratitude by
presenting to the Library 24 books in English and 21 in Tamil.

In all, over 200 volumes have been added to the Library by way of
presented books during the period from 1—11—66 to 6—3—67.

The Administrative Committee is sincerely thankful to the Government of
India and the United States information Service. In their kind act of presentation,
we read a friendly appreciation for the services which the Library is rendering in
the cause of the preservatien of learning and culture. We are equally thankful
to our individual donors and we assure all of them that the gifted books
have reached the most appropriate place, because successive generations of readers
and scholars who visit the Library will utilize them for the improvement of their
own knowledge by their study and that of others by their researches.

Such frequent gifts from institutions and individuals convince us that
Raja Serfoji is not dead. Bits of him survive in may beneficent donors of books
and manuscripts who are contributing their own mite to enrich the Great Treasure
which the Raja has built up.

May their tribe increase!
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