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EDITORIAL

We hope that our readers and patrons will pardon us for the
belated release of this issue of our Journal, as the delay is due to the
preoccupation of our staff with the preliminary survey of our present
position and our future needs for the proposed reorganization of our
Library and its activities: A concrete proposal along with a detailed
scheme for such reorganization and for the upgrading of this institution
as a Library of national importance has been submitted to the Union
Government and we have every reason to believe that early action may
be taken in.this matter. We shall acquaint our readers in our next
issue about the ‘Shape of things to come’ as we visualize it.

“The King is dead; long live the King” is a familiar slogan in
the English Language. We begin this issue with a similar record of
two great movements which have taken place simultaneously through
the ARCH OF TIME almost, at the beginning of the year.

In our Marathi section- of this issue is concluded the Gurugita of
Sri: Ramachandra Goswami, a simple and appealing poem setting forth
the glory of the Guru and the need- for his grace. Anubhavasara of
Mrityunjaya follows next, giving briefly the quintessence of spiritual
experience which a devotee will attain. Gopala Vilasa, coming next, is
the fifth Ucchvasa: (the only portion-available in our library) of a' bigger
poem by Syama Kavi and describes in the sweet Ovi metre the conguest
of Balarama over Chitrasenasura. Panchabhashavilasa, a linguistic feat,
is a multilingual dance drama in one Act, representing the romantic but
symbolical conversation between Sri Krishna and the damsels from
different parts. of- the country, who meet at the Rajasuya sacrifice of
Yudhishthira; Sri Krishna questioning in Sanskrit and the girls singing
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out their answer in their respective language, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi
or Hindi.

In the Tamil section, the serial, Murugar Kadambam, the collec-
tion of descriptive and devotional poems on Lord Muruga, ends with
Tiruchengottahaval and the preface and title page are added to complete
it. A new serial, Tirujnanasambandhar Pillaittamizh describing, in the
traditional style, the sports, pranks and achievements of the age of
childhood and boyhood of the great saint, Sambandhar, of Tamilnad
starts in this 1ssue.

In the Sanskrit Section, the Minor works of Venkatacharya are
continued. After the final portion of the previous section, a dramatic
work called Kandarpadarpana Bhana by the same author has been begun
and will be continued in subsequent issues. The serial, Minamsa Sastra
Guccha, a collection of several minor works of Mimamsa and the
Asvalayana Aparaprayoga, the treatise on the postmortem rituals accord-
ing to Asvalayana Sutra are continued. A Champu work on Yuddha
Kanda by Rajachudamani Dikshita is published from our manuscripts
completely in this issue and we are sure that our readers will enjoy and
admire the felicity of expression and the richness of poetic fancy of the

great author.

The articles on Ayurveda and Siddha medicines form a fitting
compliment to the literary part of our Journal. The second part of
Dhanvantari Vaidya, an elaborate Tamil work on Ayurveda ends with
this issue. The Ayurvedopadesa gives a collection of original verses in
Sanskrit gathered from great authors of the past with a lucid commentary
in Tamil and contains a number of practical advices for maintaining
good health. The Sataslokee is an article describing a manuscript of the
work of that name found in our Library. Besides these serial articles,
there is an account in Tamil of the contributions made by the Siddhas
to medical literature in Tamil.

It is hoped that, with the above contributions, this issue of out
Journal will delight our readers and make them feel “ Delayed pleasures
are sweet ™’

0. A. Narayanaswami,
EDITOR,



THE ARCH OF TIME
A GLORIOUS EXIT AND A GREAT ENTRY

The new year 1966 dawned with high hopes of peace and goodwill
and of amicable settlement of the conflict in India and Viet Nam.
The historic Tashkent meet sponsered by the Russian Premier has been
indeed unique and unprecedented and the result achieved justified the
high hopes raised in the mind of an expectant world. The ways of
Providence are inscrutable and the chief architect of the famous Tashkent
declaration was snatched away, at the crest of the wave of achievement
in a blaze of glory ! Tn Lal Bahadur Sastri, the country has lost a great
leader, who had not only fullfilled the mission and followed in the wake
of Ghandiji and Nehruji, but had also fully imbibed and absorbed the
spirit of our great cultural heritage and the glory of our past!

Our anguish at Lal Bahadur Sastri’s exit is all the more poignant
to us, because we have been deprived of the long expected pleasure and
honour of paying our homage to him at our own door; for he had
assured us of paying a visit to our Library when a programme is made
for his tour in the South. But that was not to be!

May his soul rest in peace!

The election of Srimathi Indira Gandhi as the first woman
Prime Minister of perhaps the largest democracy in the world will go
down in history as an event of outstanding importance. Not only as
the heir to the great tradition of Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehruy,
and Lal Bahadur Sastri, but also on account of her vast and varied
experience gained of men and affairs all over the world and, more than
all these, on accunt of the great love and deep interest in our glorious
cultural heritage, Srimathi Indira is eminently equipped for this exalted
office. During her recent visit to our Library on 22—6—1965, she was
very much impressed with the need for adequate safeguards for preser-
vation and for study and research of the invaluable manuscripts and art
collections in this great Institution and we venture to hope and trust
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that amidst the momentous problems that await solution, the Prime
Minister would also do the best she can for the conservation, study
and research of these vast and invaluable collections which may be
considered to be the ‘Common heritage of mankind’. Srimathi Indra
Gandhi’s impressions of our Library as recorded by her in our visitors’
book during her visit to the Library on 22—6—65 are reproduced
below, to be remembered as an effective source of encouragement and
inspiration : —
“1t is indeed tantalising to be able to spend only a brief while in this
house of treasures and to have only a fleeting glimpse of manuscripts which
invite hours and even days of leisurely examination. Even so, this visit
has been a rewarding and an enriching experience. [ sincerely hope it will

soon be possible to provide better care for these priceless manuscripts
and to arrange for them to be micrographed . — Indira Gandhi, 22-6-65.

EDITOR.



INDIGENOUS MEDICAL RESEARCH
AT THE SARASVATI MAHAL LIBRARY, THANJAVUR.

Maharajah Serfoji and other rulers before him seem to have been
taking very keen interest in the development of indigenous medicine and
there are, in the library, a large number of medical manuscripts-about 2,000
in number. Besides, there appears to have been attached to the library
a wing for study and research of indigenous system of medicine known
as “Dhanvantary Mahal.” The collection of medical manuscripts were
found to be very valuable and amongst them were found compilations
of tried recipes prepared by a synod of physicians who had been called
together by Maharaja Serfoji and the result of their labours embodied
in a series of manuscripts set out in the form of Tamil verse, such
material as they found very effective and useful in the treatment of
diseases. In view of the importance and usefulness of these compilations,
the State Government has helped the library with grant for publication
of the “Sarabendra Vaidya Muraigal” and fifteen volumes have been
published so far. Though only 500 copies of each were printed, in view
of the increasing demand, the library had to arrange for reprinting these
volumes. Tt may also be mentioned that the only available manuscript,
throughout the world —though incomplete in some respects—of “Bela
Samhita” has been sought after by some eminent pandits. The
availability of the yet remaining valuable material to be studied and
published attracted the attention of the Central Council of the
Indidgenous Systems of Medicine and a Visiting Committee of scholars
was sent to the Library to examine these manuscripts and on the basis
of their report, the Central Health Ministry had sanctioned the formation
of a Literary Research Unit for study and translation into different
languages of the various manuscripts in the indigenous systems. A
committee of eminent scholars started working from December, 64 and
they have prepared, after research, the press copics of the following five
works which are awaiting the scrutiny and sanction of the Central Health
Ministry for publication : —

1. SARABHENDRA VAIDYA KOSA alias MOOLIKANUKRAMANIKA.

2. SARABHENDRA VAIDYA RATNAVALI— Vol. 1.
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3. SippHAR KAYA KALPA MURAIGAL.

4. THERAYAR’S WORKS.

5. LiST oF SANSKRIT MEDICAL MANUSCRIPTS Vol. I

As for further programme of work, the Literary Research Unit
is expected to take up the translation of very valuable works such as
ASHTANGA HRrIDAYA, BELA SAMHITA, CHARAKA AND SUSRUTA SAMHITAS
into Tamil and of the valuable manuscript literature in Tamil such as
SIODHAR KAYAKALPA MURAIGAL and THERAYAR’s works into English and
other Indian languages so that there might be a free interchange of
knowledge among those people engaged in the study of medicine in
various parts of India, and enable an integrated approach to the study
of the various indigenous systems of medicine. It is hoped that the
efforts of the research unit so far and in future will make a very valuable

contribution to the study and application of indigenous methods of
treatment.

This unit is also engaged in the collection of a large ﬁumber of
medical manuscripts which are kept either neglected or without study and

research in many parts of the country and make the material therein
available for purposes of such research.



GIFT OF MANUSCRIPTS

We acknowledge with gratitude the gift of several valuable Tamil
manuscripts to the Saraswathi Mahal Library made by Sri P. Nataraja
Pillai, 306/B-3, Paganeri Madam Lane, Gandhi Road, Sivaganga. The
collection of manuscripts, over sixty in number, are all in palm leaves
and consist of works chiefly on Siddha Medicine and Astrology with
some works on Philosophy, Mantras and Stotras. This will form a
significant addition to the treasures of our Library. Our thanks for this
gift are due not only to the donor but also to Sri O. N. Gurumani M. A.,
Professor of Zoology, R. D. M. College, Sivaganga who has taken pains
to secure the manuscripts for us.

We wish to record here our thanks to another benefactor,
Sri Talamudipi Seetaramaiahgaru, 131/22, Fort Nandyal, who has
presented to the Library 26 palm-leaf manuscripts, 18 Sanskrit works
and 8 Telugu works all in Telugu scripts, dealing with a variety of
subjects like Purana, Kavya, Alankara, Vyakarna and Vedanta. We
specially appreciate the enthusiasm of the donor for having taken the
initiative to send the manuscripts to us all the way from Nandyal.

A detailed list of works presented by both the donors will be
published in the next issue of our Journal.




THE ANCIENT ORIGIN OF THE HINDU SYSTEM OF MEDICINE.

We reproduce here for the benefit of our readers what Captain Johnston-Saint
has said long ago on the Hindu System of Medicine, in the course of his lecture
before the Royal Society of Arts, London, on the 10th May 1924, presided over by
$ir E. Denison Ross:

“The Hindu physicians were the first to devote their attention to the study of
diseases and their treatment; and in medicine their learning in many cases far antedated
our own, as was only natural from the immense study given to the properties of every
product of the soil. The smoking of Datura, for example, in cases of Asthma, we owe
entirely to India, as also the prescription of Nux Vomica in paralysis and dyspepsia and
very largely the use of Croton. In toxicology they had extraordinary skill and while
all the Greek physicians were powerless in cases of snake-bite, the Indian doctors readily
cured those who fell under this affliction. Again in Midwifery, the Hindu was well in
advance and displayed a remarkable knowledge of the technique in this branch including
Caesarean section. After a delay of twenty centuries, we have recently arrived at the
point of oral hygiene, the use of the tooth-brush and the regulations for the tooth-
powders. The Materia Medica of the ancient Hindus is a marvel to the Modern
scientific investigator and that it was freely borrowed from by both Greeks and
Romans cannot be denied.

India was no Hermit State, and knowledge of its sages was a fountain-head from
which every country has liberally drawn. We should not forget that all the philosphers
and sages of antiquity went there to study the Science of Life. I think it would be of
interest to note that of late years, an effort has been made to revive interest and research
in this ancient science. For, the Hindu system of medicine is still to-day a living science,
and millions of people in India are at the present time being treated according to this
method. A system which has surv;ved through the centuries cannot be lightly
condemned as being unscientific and a *school of thought is at present engaged in
trying to brine about a sort of renaissance of the Hindu system of Medicine. In Madras,
Calcuuta, Banaras, Bombay and other cities, there have been established training centres
for this purpose, where medical classics are systematically studied, so that we may have
every ground for hope that before long the true Indian Medicine may once again hold
its place 1n its own India, the birth place of the medicine of the world.”
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The following short and sweet hymn is found in our manuscript, bearing B. Neo.
12766 and D. No. 21317. Though there is nothing extraordinary in the sentiments, the
rhythm is very pleasing, being based on the model of Gopika Gita. The Stotra is atiri-
buted to Sri Sankaracharya, though it is not to be found in any collection of Sri Sankasa-
charya’s works published so far. It is presumably the composition of one of the later
pentiffs in the line of Sri Sankaracharya.
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FROM OUR VISITORS’ BOOK.

1. The Visit to this institution of world wide fame this noon was a great
revelation to me. I spent a most engrossing, instructive and pleasant time.

K. N. VENKATARAMAN,
Superintendent of Post Offices,
Trichy. 12—5—65.

2. The institution is well maintained and the staff are taking keen interest in
explaining the exhibits. This is one of the rare institutions of the country and deserves
all encouragement.

N. RAMESAN,
Financial Adviser,
Food Corporation of India, Madras. 15—5—65.

3. A visit to the Library has been an interesting and rewarding experience.

One is pleasantly surprised at the vastness of the various manuscripts and other things
which have been preserved here.

M. B. PALEKAR,
Commissioner of Income Tax,
Madras, 19—5—65.

4. 1t is really interesting to visit Saraswathi Mahal. The old maunscripts,
Paiatings, the illustrated Mahabharat and Ramayana, are very rare. The hand-written
Mahabharat in Marathi is really wonderful. I must congratulate the management of the
Library for zeal and keen interest taken in procuring and preserving all these.

S. P. RAWAT,
Minister P. W, D, U. P. Lucknow. 29—7—65,

5. This library is a treasure house not only for Tamilnad but for the whole of
India. It meeds preservation, protection and Government patronage.

M. RAMANATHAN,
Asst. Information Officer,
Government of India. 28-—8--§5,

6. The Library can be said to be a treasure of knowledge.

Lt. CILAM,
Governot of Pondicherty, 4=-0==§5,
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7. The Library contains rare volumes which are of inestimable value.
It constitutes one of the glories of the Nayak and Maratha rule.

P. CHANDRA REDDY,
Governor of Madras. 6—9—65.

8. I was indeed impressed very much at the way art was being encouraged as
early as 1000 years. It is a pity I am not able to cover the entire thing now. But I shall
certainly make it a point to visit this wonderful place to have my heart’s desire satisfied.

VENUGOPAL,
Director of Telegraphs. 26—9—65.

9, A place of absorbing interest, spcaking volumes about the rich heritage of
India which is to be understood as well as broadcasted far and wide. T record my deep
appreciations for the wonderful work, being turned out by the scholars of the library.

Paramahamsa SRI TATSADANANDA.
27—9—65.

10. Only to visit this library it is worth to come to Tanjore. After a brief
glance at this treasure of art and knowledge, we arc deeply impressed, and if one had
time enough, one would love to study the old manuscripts.

Group of German Students from New Delhi.
11—10-65,

11. I was most facinated with what I saw. A rare collection.

MAJOR GENERAL SATHE,
General Officer Commanding,
N. C. C. Madura, Mysore & Kerala Area.

12. The Masters and the boys of the Madras Sainik sckool had the fortune to
spend one hour in this ancient world’s treasure. For the boys it has been seeds of
inspiration and for the masters it has given more thrilling and exciting information.
The Librarian’s interest in informing the visitors is a commendable part of the library
administration. Trust and pray the Government would bestow to preserve this treasure
-for times to come.

M. V. SOMASUNDARAM,
Master, Sainik School,
Amaravathinagar. 15—10—'66,
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13. I think that the library is the best place to visit in Tanjore. It has the
most ancient and finest collections, which were ever collectcd by an individual.

S. B. JAIN,
Inspecting Asst. Commissioner of Income Tax,
Madras. 19—10—65.

14. 1 was very happy to have been shown round the collection of manuscripts
and to sece the work carried out by scholars in copying the old manuscripts.

I wish it every succcss,
B. M. RAU,

Institute of Logopedies. 1—11—65.

15. Tt was a great pleasure to visit this library and the very old collections
preserved here. | wish the old publications are properly studied and full advantage taken

of them,
Jw. GUPTA,

P. S. to Chairman, Railway Board
Ministry of Railway, Govt. of India,
New Delhi. 7—11—65.

16. A beautiful collection of art objects displayed nicely.

ELAYAPERUMAL. M, p. & PARTY,
Parliamentary Committee for untouchability.
23—11—6J.

17. Had the pleasure of visiting this wonderful and ancient library.

C. JAMES,
D. E. O., Williampatti. 26—11—°65.

18. It is not possible to express gratitude properly for the opportunity you have
given us this morning to see such wealth of scholarly, intellectual and @®setiatic materials.
You have indeed a proud and beautiful heritage from a great and good man— the
Mabharaja Serfoji. Thank you for letting us share a small bit of it.

BOSKEY WILDER,
CHRISTIE, A. GREENE & PARTY,
U.S. A, 28—11—'65.

19. May I extend to the Librarian our deep sense of gratitude for the kind
co-operation extended to us in seeing this most valuable treasure.
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There is more to be done in research for the re-construction of the history
of Ceylon and [ shall on my return suggest to our Government in sending a team of Palli,
Sinhalese, Sanskrit and Tamil scholars to study for a period and to give a report to the
Government of Ceylon for further action. We have just got a drop in this vast ocean
of knowledge. Anyhow we leave with our greatest acknowledgement of gratitude but
unhappy that we cannot spend more time,

T. KANAGALINGAM, B. A. (Cey.)
A.1.c. (Lond.)
H. CHANDRADASA,
Colombo, Ceylon. 2—12—'65.

20. It is impossible for me to express the gratitude properly. I am bathing
in the ocean of knowledge. I am very much happy to see the manuscripts of Pali,
Sanskrit, Tamil of old age preserved here to grow the knowledge of man.

MAHENDRALAL GUHA ROY,
Calcutta.

21. Our sincere thanks for your pleasant and learned guide through these
ancient treasurcs.
Dr. WILLIAM MUDLEEF,
Director, American Studies Research Centre,
Hyderabad-7. 3—12—65.

22. Thank you so very much for the tour through your library. The knowledge
contained in these books is so vast that scholars in all fields could study for hours and
only make a-dent into its knowledge. Sincere thanks.

WILLIS & AETF, 1965-1. F. Y. E4
America to India. 5—12—65.

This is in many ways the most impressive library [ have seen in many years
Its collections dramatically illustrate and high-light the rich old culture of India and,
particularly, South India. It is a great tribute to the devoted staff who maintain it.

CHESTER BOWLES,
US. Ambassador to India.
U. S. Embassy, New Delhi, 7—1-—1966.
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11.

12.
13.
14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

1.
2.
3,

Books received as Complementary by T. M. S. S. M. Library
from July to November, 1965.

ENGLISH

The Austrian Way of Life

The land of Saint Francis of Assisi

Face to face with American story
of N. S. Khrushchov's visit to the
U. S. A.

Parkh (A research bulletin in Panjabi
Language and Literature 1964)

Bulletin No. 1 of 1965
Family Medicine and Hygiene for India

~do-

The Ayurvedic System of Medicine

The principles of Pharmacy Materia
Medica and Therapeutics.

Truth

Descriptive Catalogue of Arabic
and Persian manuscripts

Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit
Manuscripts

Epigraphia Indica
Classical Sanskrit Literature
Athawar House

Vishnusmruti, Commentary Kesava-
Vaijayanti  Part I

— do. — Part 1I
Watching the weather from space
Epigraphia Indica Oct. 65
~do — Jan. 66
Founders of Sciences in Ancient India

George Caiger, Under the Auspices of
Australian Institute of International
affairs.

Gabriel Faure.

M. Khrushchov and O. Vadeyev.

Editor Dr. S. S Kohli.

— do. —
William Moore.

Kaviraj Nagendra Nath Sen Gupta

Veerabahu Maharajan
Dr. Chhotubhai Ranchhodji Naik.

Dr. Priyabalashah.

Dr. Z. A. Desai
V. Gopala Iyengar M. A,
K. Nagarajan

Adyar Library, Madras
—do. —

U. S. I. S. New Delhi

M. K. Narasimhaswami

— do. —
Satya Prakash

FRENCH

Les Legendes Civaites De Kanchipuram
Etude Sur Les-Ramayana De Tulsidas

Barahmasa

(French) R. Dessigane and Pattabiraman
Vaudeville
Charlotte Van Deville
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SANSKRIT

Vikranta Bharatam Dr, B. R. Sastri, M. A. Ph, D,
Ramayanam, Sundara Ka_ndam (Grantha) —_
Krishna Yajurveda, Taitiriya

Brahmanam (Grantha) —
Ajitagama Vol. I N. R. Bhatt
Vaidyakasaroddhara Govt., of Assam. Dept. of Historical &
Antiquarian Studies.
Smrithi Jyothisha Sarasangraha — do. —
Vasu Charitram B. Rama Raju
Krdantarupamala S. Ramasubba Sastri
Premadarsanam Hanumad Prasad Poddhar
Malathi Manjari Dwibhashi Somanatha Sastri
TELUGU
Sitarama Sataka 2 copies Sri Sitarama Kavi
HINDI
Mahamanav ka Mahaprayan Srimathi Radhadevi Bhaloria
Sneha ka Swarupa do.
Sri Radha Madhavarasa sudha Hanumad Prasad Poddhar
TAMIL

255 BOwLY s dusTy

suflyasgHar erpmdseiser Qaumsiyrw puisri
&g& evban T A& Gavr e Hm &b
S SwyLariligtwear gub eneugGw

&1 T & Ay &b sbgFr ap Qi
STuwTerey eveur 6T UTL 6 Fowyr HFar Qavallud®
evm &t & & et 1 &eir SBES 0 Liuriw eveurHaer
peoszl yspwriy Sri Muthukumaraswami
seTwrids @prerIGur Py of. waryrs Ger Br
FETTIGE 2 emeni elleor &S do.

ULy &g A yib Aoara@smp o fern ‘65

AadBIE &6 Feun i & Hb do.

s @mLr? @Qédvwr? do.

@sduredsd sppsrw H9dms S * Publication Division
MARATHI

Sanskrit-Marathi Subhashit Kosha L. G. Vinje
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32,
33

OUR EXCHANGES

——e

The Divine Life, Uttar Pradesh.

Madras Information, Madras.

The Journal of Oriental Research, Madras,

Bulletin of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.
Journal of the Kerala University Oriental Manuscripts Library, Trivandrum.
Agra University Journal of: Research, Agra,

The Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthanam Journal, Tirupathi.
The Adyar Library Bulletin, Madras-20.

Sri Venkateswara University Oriental Journal, Tirupathi,
Journal of Oriental Institutc, Baroda.

Annals of the B, O. R. Institute, Poona-4.

Vaidya Chandrika, Trichirapalli.

American Reporter — Tamil, Telugu and English Editions, Madras.
Vijaya vani— Telugu — Vijayawada-2,

Traimasik, Bharat Ithihasa Samshodhak Mandal, Poona.
Udyana Patrika, Tirupathi.

Astrological Magazine, Bangalore-3.

Kurukshetra-the Publication Division, Delhi-8.

Sri Vaishnava Sudarsanam, Puthur, Trichirapalli.
Sajjanatoshini Partika, New Delhi.

Soviet Land ( Tamil ), Madras~17.

Journal of the Research Institute, Allahabad.

Sarvodaya (English & Tamil), Thanjavur,

Journal Family Welfare, Bombay-1.

Indian Publisher and Book-Seller, Bombay-7,

Sangeet, Hathras, Madhya Pradesh.

Marathi Samshodhan Patrika, Bombay-2,

Vedavani, Baneras-6,

Sri Nrsimhapriya, Tiruvallur,

Sri Sankara Kripa, Tituchy-2,

Divyajoti, Simla-1.

Sangam, Andhra Pradesh,

Kamakoti Pradipam, Madras-1,



34,
35.
36.
57,
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

Sivakasi Murasu, Sivakasi.

The Journal of the University of Poona, Poona-7.
The Life Natural, Pudukkottai.

Bharat Sevak (Tamil), Thanjavur.

Journal of Asiatique Society of Bombay, Bombay-1.
Dakshin Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha, Madras-17.
Punarvasu, Madras—4.

Samskrita Pradipa

Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, France.

Societie Asiatique, Paris VI.

Universitas, Western Germany.

Self Rcalization Magazine, California.

Sutantran, Colombo-12,

The Aryan Path, Bombay-1.

The Call Divine, Madras-20.
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review in the Journal. Articles published in this
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the Editor. All communications regarding the
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THXE EDITOR,
The Journal of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvati Mahal Library,
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