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EDITORIAL

With apologies for belated publication we place Vol. XVIII
No. 3 of the Journal of Saraswathi Mahal Library before the public.
Among the articles of interest appearing in this issue mention may be
made of ‘Mohammad Ali’s Conquest of Tanjore >— the troubled period
of Tulajaji’s rule—°‘Modi Records’, copy of a statement of expected
paddy yield from four “Subas” namely Tiruvaiyaru, Kumbakonam,
Mayuram and Mannargudi during Tulajaji’s period. ‘ Aeroplane
Construction in Ancient India”, reproduced from the Astrological
Magazine, ‘Vrksayurveda’ translation of 30th chapter, second khanda
of ‘Vishnudharmothara’ to help augmentation of agricultural and
horticultural yield —“ Alayamum Agamamum’, describing designs of
sites for construction of temples dedicated to God Siva— ¢Karanthai
Tamil Sangathin Vaidya Cuvadigal’, being a descriptive assessment of
values of medical manuscripts recently donated by Karanthai Tamil
Sangam to Saraswathi Mahal.

Items 1, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 are serials continued from previous
issues. Gurugeeta a small work in Marathi also is published in
extenso. Hope these will make good reading.

O. A. Narayanaswami,
Editor.



Historical Research Training at the Saraswathi Mahal,
THANJAVUR.

With annexation of the Tanjore Kingdom in 1855 A. D. by the then Governor
General, Lord Dalhousi, to ““British India ”*, under his own control, Tanjore disappeared
from the map of Indian current affairs. The kingdom, as such, had already become
extinct in 1799 A. D. when Serfoji was declared king only after he signed away all
power and kingly duties to the East India Company; but so long as the person of
a king was in sight, there was always a chance and hope that the tide of events
may suddenly turn in favour of the vanquished.

Study of history appears to have suffered in Tamil-nad ever since; and
historical research activities are almost non-existent. Archaeological research -activity
has been wide-spread and very popular in this part of India; but research based
on archieves, (i.e.) old records is microscopic in its extent. Not that archieves did
not exist. Record Offices of the British Indian Governments, as well as vaults in
private possession of the leading families of earlier regimes, both were massive in
their extent as well as in their content—but the average citizen of Tamil-nad was
happier without historical research than with it. The idea perhaps was that since
the Chola dynasty’s downfall Tamil-nad was under non-Tamil rule, and hence it
was better to let sleeping dogs lie than raise discussions over the good and bad
points of that non-Tamilian rule.

THE PRIMARY LESSON OF HISTORY

Curiously enough the fundamental cause of non-Tamilian rule in the past, over
Tanjore area, has been the prosperity and industry of Tanjoreans. The successful
harnessing of 100% Cauvery waters for irrigation under Tamilian kings, and the milk,
honey and gold which over-flowed as a result, attached the needy and greedy strangers
with such compelling allurement that conquest and ransom by strangers became the
rule of the day over centuries. In Tanjore, we have a miniature of India as a whole
~prosperity becoming the direct cause of adversity, and reason for this, in both, the .
Indian proto-type and also the Tanjore miniature, was identical namely over-looking
of the fact—(the most permanent and omnipresent lesson of history )—that prosperity
camot live long if justice on the home-front and military potential at the environs
are neglected. Prosperity always creates enemies; and struggle is inevitable. Stagnae
tion, under those conditions, is death.

Historical knowledge and historical research is thus not only a first requires
ment of social advance; but in addition it is an excellent guide for the future,
History has the habit of repeating itself, and knowledge of history helps by avoiding
possible mistakes in future and ensuring the trouble— free progress of future
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objectives. To cite one modern example, Madras State was the first one in India
to over-throw the postwar “ Food-rationing” scandle; because the ‘“Pathak” system
of pre-British days had given the leaders of this tract the key—combining into small
units some deficient and some surplus areas; thus enabling the state rulers to control
at the regional level than at the family level.

TANJORE RAJ RECORDS

Although the more active clements of society in Tamil-nad have thus been
somewhat apathetic to history and to historical research, the slow moving proletariet
had not forgotton the importance of history and historical research. To cut a
long story short, when the Tanjorc Raj rccords which were lying idle on the
hands of the District Collector for a very long time were ultimately sorted out
in 1953, and the Government of the day decided to carry the more Important
parts to Madras and destrooy the balance (90%), the pcople of Tanjore raised a
hue and cry—(and even outsiders from Poona, Kolhapur etc., joined in their
voices )—that rather than burning these records, considered by Government as
“Useless stuff,”” better give the same to a public trust like the Saraswathi Mahal
to encourage historical studies and research. Those agitators got what they wished.

These records at the Saraswathi Mahal are by no means an important or even
an averages ample of the totality of material which Lord Dalhousic at annexation
entrusted to the care of the Collector of Tanjore. Important parts had, by stages,
gone to Madras and Calcutta; and even the cream of what was left over was taken
to Madras in 1953. What was handed over to the Saraswathi Mahal was only a
forsaken ‘‘refuse”, but even so, those who dipped their fingers in it were amazed
by its nutritive value; and although students capable of research are rare on account
of language and script difficulty, the gencral fecling has now considerably grown that
a training centre for research in the History of Tamilnad must be brought into
existence, and that its activities must cover not only the records at Tanjore, but also
those at Madras, Calcutta and Delhi and such other remnants that can still be
located in private VIP family vaults within and outside Tamilnad.

GLIMPSES

The-modi script pandits at Saraswathi Mahal have had no basic historical
training of high schools and colleges; and as these records pertain to Tamilnad,
help of research workers in othet provinces and states is almost non-existent; and
yet, the study of this *‘refuse” by untrained pandits has brought to light some
facts wotth a pride.

For instance —

1. An article in the Saraswathi Mahal Journal has shown in what high esteem::
kisg' 8erfoji was held by the then British rulers.
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2. Another article in the same Journal has brought to light how Queen
Kamakshi Bai fought against Dalhousie’s anncxation, and obtained a decision from
the British Privy Council Court in London that the annexation was. ‘ wrong.”

3. Material available in considerable quantities is also indicative of the East
India Company’s double-dealing and treachery in deposing King Amarsingh particularly
because of his popularity among his subjccts and btecause of his amtbition to get
free from outside domination or influence; but for want of able scholars, this
theme cannot yet be put up in full form.

4, Certain other aspects of the devclopment of shipping, commerce coinage

etc., have appcared in thc Tamil articles in the Saraswathi Mahal Journal, entitled
“Modi Palagani.”

5. Elscwhere in this issuc will be found an account of the over-all paddy
yield in the year 1732 A. D. in the Tanjore Kingdom, which comprised besides
the present Tanjore District, the village of Karaikal as well, during the reign of
Tuljajee the first. This might with advantuge b: compared with our present
accelerated production with Ford Foundation Aid, particularly as those old crop
expectation figures are given arca-war.

6. The then current market rates of I8th and early 19th centuries, including
gold at one rupce per gramme and silver at onc paisa per gramme, may perhaps
bring some new insight and incentives to modern economists.

COURSE AHEAD

It is cssential, therefore, that an ecarly beginning is made with raising a
new gencration of Tamilian research scholars and workers, by equipping them with.
knowledge of the modi script and also the requisite historical and economic

back-ground; and with their help, to attack systematically the old record, whenever
and wherever it is found.

This needs, in the first instance, the will; thereafter, the money. Both of

this should not be impossible or impracticable propositions now, as they used to
be 25 years ago.



GIFT OF BOOKS

We are glad to acknowledge with thanks the gift of the Library
of Late Rao Bahadur K. S. Srinivasa Pillai, leading member of the
Thanjavur Bar to the Tanjore Maharaja Scrfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal
Library. He was the founder of the Tanjore Permanent Fund Limited
and the Merchants Bank Limited both of which have now amalgamated
into one of the leading Bauking Institutions in the Tamil-Nad-as
also of the Beasant Lodge. It might also be moentioned that at a
time-before the formation of the T. M. S. 8. M. Trust-when a
Government proposal was under consideration to have all the
manuscripts and books in the library valued nominally and transferred
to the Madras Oriental Manuscripts Library, K. S. Srinivasa Pillai
threw all the weight of his influence against the proposal to liquidate
the library and fought for its retention at Taunjore in the Palace
premises, '

He was besides a scholar of considerable attainments parti-
cularly in Tamil Literature and his history of Tamil Literature is
even now the standard text book for advanced studies in the
Universities.

It is but fitting that the library of the late K. S. Srinivasa
Pillai should be added to the library and Sri K. S. Kalyanasundaram
Pillai and his grand daughter Srimathi Janaki Ammal who have made
the gift of books and shelves, that our thanks are due.

—-—-*-—-——



MODI RECORDS

Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal Library, Thanjavur.

Copied below is a statement of crop expectations from four subhas (tracts) of
the Tanjore Raj, namely Triwadi, Kumbakonam, Mayuram and Mannargudi. The
original is in modi script, as found in bundie No. 881 item | (part) of Tanjore Raj
Records Part C. It was prepared in the year 1747-48 A. D., (Suhur San Saman
Arbian), and is based on Gale-Katbe (crop contracts) made during 1731-32 A. D.
(Suhur San isanne Salasain) by the late Maharaja Tulaja I. The total crop expecta-
tion of 19,802,000 (almost twenty million) Kallams of Paddy appears here from the
four tracts only, and it would worth-while comparing these, by divisions and sub-
divisions, with our present anticipations with modern equipments and fertilizers. It
may be mentioned that the lands in question, irrigated by the Grand Anicut System

of Irrigation, has been under maximum cropping ever since the tenth, or even the
fifth century A. D.

Tanjore Raj Records Bundle 881 —Item 1 (part)— Account of crops.

Hisheb Galle —Dast as per contracts made by King Rajeshri Tulaja Maharaj in San
Issanne —now brought forth in year Saman Arbain Maya Alaf.

Total crop in Kallams of Paddy ... 19802000 Kallams.

3224500 Kalams Subha Triwadi 5761000 Kalams

S. Mannargudi
4921000 Kalams Subha Kumbakonam 5895000 Kalams

S. Mayavaram

Details for Subha Triwadi Details for Subha Kumbakonam

490000 Pathak Triwadi t/1 509000 S. Vepathurpat k/1
507000 Pathak Nachiargudi t/2 675000 S. Velagamanpat k/2
665000 S. Melatturpath t/3  61C000 S. Pulurapat k/3
290000 Pathak Saliamangal t/4 645000 S. Adambarpat k/4
265000 »s  Sandali t/S 1200000 Batak Pandanellur k/5
210000 ,»  Vallam t/6 190000 S. Chollavar k/6
250000 Taraf Kalyanapur Vaneeth t/7 85000 Taraf Anakudi Patak k/7

171000 s  Vaduvur Vaneeth t/7 82000 T. Kumbakonam Vaneeth  k/8

28000 »»  Nachiargudi Vaneeth t/9 45000 T. Puthucherry Vaneeth k/9
95000 »»  Thanjavur t/10 74000 T. Darasuram Patak k/10
35000 ,, Vaduvurvat t/lI1 266000 P. Puvanur Vaneeth k/11
70000 ,, Swamimalai t/12 44000 T. Kodavasal Patak k/12
17000 Nalunalanatchi (Contract) 50000 P. Futgaon k/13

7000 Chakrams t/13 100000 T. Kottur Vaneeth k/14
80000 Balabadrapatti t/14 116000 T. Madyarjun Vaneeth k/15
53000 Perabulliyurvat t/15 230000 S. Taralangudi k/16

3024500 ‘Total kalame 4921000 Total kalams
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Details for Subha Mannargudi

948000
389000
500000
170000
90000
1620000
1084000
815000
145000

5761000

P. Nagapatam

P. Kadarambah

S. Perumalpat

P. Amanatwatchenmagan
S. Valivalam

P. Mannargudi

P. Tiruvallur

P. Katchenmagan

T. Kanakkudi

Total kalams

M/1
M/2
M/3
M/4
M/5
M/6
M/7
M/$
M/9

Details for Subha Mayuram

370000
715000
1130000
575000
940000
769000
157700
100000
208000
885000
46000

S. Pattamngalpat

S.
P.

Komalapatt
Tripandal

Koranad

P. Adaltherkavat
P. Trikaturvadakuvat

Vilatti Divakot

T. Mayor Vaneeth

S. Trivalgadu
P. Shiyali
S. Karaikal

589‘5700‘ Total kalams

m/1
m/2
m/3
m/4
m/5
m/6
m/7
m/8
m/9
m/10
m/l1

These figures have been further subdivided for smaller arcas and village groups

in each tract, the details of which appear in that follow.

Reference marks t/1, t]2,

M/1, M/2, & etc., as well as names as shown in above details for each subha, have
been carried over for easy reference.

Details for Pathak Triwadi t[1

123500
43000
42500
22000

1200
23500
52000
24000
80500
62000

419000

T. Triwadi

, Adiber

,,» Adanur

s Triprebey
,,» Swamimala
,, Trivalanculi
,, Athur

,» Pateshwar
,» Rajagiri

,» Ulathur

Total kalams

Details for Pathak Nachiargudi t|2

67500
40000
65000
122000
15200)
60500

507000

T. Nachiargudi

,» Puthukkudi

,» Trikalbur

,» Alangudi

,» Haridwarmangal
,» Ubetiveli

Total kalams

magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan

magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan

magan

160000
40000
70000
600C0
45000
50000
80000
60000

50000

S0000

Details for S. Malleturpet t!3

T. Mellattur

&

»

»

2

2

bR}

,»» Kanapathiagraharam

3

2

Saliamangal
Sulamangal
Karaikudi
Vallathur
Nadur
Uthakad

Devarayapet
Mangudi

665000 Total kalams

Details for Saliamangal |4

24000
31500
36500
25000
25000
14500
13000
37500

TO

1

13

b

£

bR

bR ]

Saliamangal
Puthur

Mela
Alangudi
Serperambur
Tiruvengudi
Nagati
Anapapettai

sekha
sekha
sckha
sekha
sekha
sckha
sekha
sekha
sekha
sckha

magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan .
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~ Saliamangal — ( Contd.)
18000 T. Kodikkal magan
65000 ,, Said Nizbadgaon

219000 Total kalams

Detbils for (t|5) P. Sandali, onwards upto
(t]5) Perumbaliyurpat

No details are given, except single 45000 Total kalams

figures as already stated.

Details for Veppatturpat for k1

100000 T. Veppattur sekha
100000 ,, Mahadanapur sekha
120000 ,, Era Agraharam sekha
64000 ,, Tipparayapur sekha
78500 ,, Tandatota sckha
46500 ,, Kapistalam sekha

509000 Total kalams

Details for Velagamanpat k|2

93000 ‘T. Velagaman sekha
64000 ,, Udayalur sekea
44000 ,, Udayel ' sekha
134000 ,, Saigalpur sekha
97000 ,, Nannilam sekha
92000 ,, Kirangudi sekha
102000 ,, Valangudi sekha
49000 ,, Kilathanjavur sekha

675000 Total kalams

Details for Pulurpat k|3

100000 T. Vishnupur sekha
100000 ,, Paravakre sekha
125000 ,, Kirangudi sekha
90000 ,, Nallayezhthur sekha
85000 ,, Kuthanur sekha
109000 ,, Polagudi sekha

610000 Total kalams

3
Details for Adambarpat k/4

86000 T. Adambar sekha
70000 ,, Kandurmaniki sekha
140000 ,, Polagan sekha
135000 ,, Mudigodan sekha
66000 ,, Mathur sekha
70000 ,, Vikravadi sekha

78000 ,, Futgaon—two villages

Details for Pathak Panthanallur k/[5
165000 T. Panthanallur magan
215000 ,, Dharani magan
155000 ,, Triloki magan
175000 ,. Kurichi magan
150000 ,, Kadalagudi magan
,,» Manalmedu magan

250000

Total kalams

No more details except single figures
already given for k/6 Chollavar up to k/16
S. Taralangudi.

Details for P. Negapatam M/1

175000
235000
130000

55000
100000
211000

42000

948C00

T. Nagapatam magan
,, Chikkilli magan
,, Sevimagadevi magan
,, Madali magan
,,» Kilagudi magan
,,» Thevur magan
,, Adiyakamangal magan
Total kalams

Details for P. Kadarambah M/2

94000
45000
25000
94000
65000
34000

T. Kalapala magan
,, Ayamardal magan
,» Karaikey magan
,,» Pandu magan
,, Trimaykottay magan
» Koilkottay magan
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P. Kadrambagh - ( Contd.)
12000 T. Thambikinnalkottai
5900 ,, Pagyanadu
15000 ,, Kalapalavatpatak

389000 Total kalams

Details for S. Perumalpat M/3

170000 T. Perumal
90000 ,, Sevathur
45000 ,, Sidhamattnr
125000 ,, Kakkakalani
70000 ,, Tapalapulliyur

300606 Total kalams

Details for Amanat Katchen M[4

90000 T. Katchena haveli
80000 ,, Eltur

170000 Total kalams

No details for S. Vallival M([5

Details for P. Mannargudi M/6

180000 T. Agrahar
170000 ,, Mannargudi
250000 ,, Puvanur
130000 ,, Japalgram
50000 ,, Ranganathpur
150000 ,, Sathanur
80000 ,, Kilanum
225000 ,, Vikaravadi
80000 ,, Marakkadai
90000 ,, Saidakudi
80000 ,, Sckhamani
75000 ,, Sotambur
60000 ,, Sarivaru

iBEOOO() Total kalams

Details for P. Trivallur M|T

164000 T. Tiruvallur
126000 ,, Kovil
84000 ,, Puthupatthur

magan
magan

sekha
sekha
sekha
sekha
sekha

magan

sekha
magan
magan
sckha
sekha
sckha
magan
sekha
sckha
magan
sckha
magan
sekha

magan
magan
magan

55000
107000
114009

82000

99000

64020
190000

1084000

” Nadipadi

»» Konavasal

,»» Uttangudi

»» Trikanamagi

» Achuthamangal
s, Semanellur

» Vaipur

Total kalams.

Details for Matchen M/8

110000
50030
60000
80000
60000

150000
50000

125000
60000
70000

815000

T. Kotturmagan
»» Tanikum

»» Trithankur

»» Kiiiyur

»» Segal

»» Thanayar

,» Vianed

, Trithuraipundi
,» Maracherryvat
y»» Tripundi

»

Total kalams

magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan

magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan

No. details for 7. Kanakadi M/9

Details for subha S. Pattamangalpat m/1

64000
89500
72000
64500
49000
40300

370000

T. Pattamangalpat
,»» Kodakudi

»» Manganallur

»» Yekadheri

»» Mathur

»» Metakkatialai

Total kalams.

Details for S. Komalpat m|2

130000
82500
121500
82500
160500
138000

715000

T. Komalpat

s, Kasiviey

»» Konerirajapuram
»» Ammakudi

»» Marathakudi

»» Madiramangal

Total kalams,

sekha
sekha
sekha
sekha
sekha
sekha

sekha
sekha.
sekha
sekha
sekha
sekha



Details for P. Tirupanandal m(3

125500
90090
111500
65000
240000
70000
143500
140700
110800
33000

1113000

T. Tirupanandal
,, Tiruvisalur

,, Kanjanur

,, Tirumangalgudi
,, Cholapettai

,, Pozhagudi

,,» Tirukkodikaval
, Tiruvazhundar
,» Anandapuram
,,» Talanayar

-

Total kalams

Details for P. Koranad m|4

131500
113500
95000
55000
57500
95590
14500
12500

T. Koranad

,,» Yaduvur

., Terizhandur

,, Tiruvadabar

v Ngllathur

,, Vilaga

,» Karupurvat

,» Tirunageswarvat

575007 Total kalams.

Details for P. Adaltherkavat m/5

69000
320000
71000

T. Adaltherkavat
,, Pcrala
,,» Nedungad

Modi Reocords

magan
mazan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magzan

magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan

magan
magan
magan

162000
213000
35000
70300

T. Tirunallar
,, Tremarde
,, Trikanpur
,, Tripadalur

940092

., Total kalams

5

magan
magan
magan
magan

Details for P. Trikaturvadakuvat m/6

116000
66009
86000
77009

282000
52500
89509

769000

T. Trikaturvadakuvat
,, Kottucher

,, Tiruvadakalli

,, Trikalachery

,,» Nalladai

,» Athukur

,, Trichepally

© Total kalams

Detatls for Villati Divikot m[7

95890

4500
27900
29500

157700

T. Achapur

., Alakudi

,» Nammelivat

,, Kathyanerapavat

© Total kalams

magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan
magan

magan
magan
magan
magan

No more details except single figures
already given for m/8 Mayorvaneeth to

m/!1 8.

Karatkal.

SUBHA MANNARGUDI

Details for P. Mannargudi M/1

180000
170000
250000
130000
50000
150000
80000
225000
80000
90000

T. Agrahar

,, Mannargudi
,,» Puvanur

,, Japalgram

,, Ranganathpur
,, Sathanur

,, Kilanur

,, Vikaravadi

,, Marakkadai
,» Sendankudi

sckha
magan
magan
sekha
sekha
sekha
magan
sekha
sekha
magan

80000
75000
60000

1620000

., Sekhamani
,» Sitambur
,» Sarivaru

Total kalams

Details for P. Trivallur M/2

164000
126000
84000
55000

T. Triuvallur

,, Kovil

,, Puthupatthur
,, Nadipadi

sekha
magan
sekha

magan
magan
magan
magan
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P. Trivallur — (Contd.) 12000 ,, Thambiki Nallakottavat
107000 ,, Konavasal magan 5000 ,, Pengyanadu
113000 ,, Uttangudi magan 15000 ,, Kalapalvat
82000 ,, Trikanamagi magan 389000 Total kalams
99000 ,, Achuthamangal magan
64000 ,, Semanellur magan - Details for Katchen Magan M/6
190000 ,, Vaipur magan 110000 T. Kottur magan
1084000 Total kalams 50000 ,, Tanikum magan
60000 ,, Trithankur magan
Details for P. Nagapatam M/3 80000 ,, Kiliyur magan
60000 ,, Segal magan
175000 T. Nagapatam magan
et 150000 ,, Thalanayar magan
235000 ,, Chikali magan 50000 Vianad
130000 ,, Sehi Mahadevi magan o e ) ) magan
. 125000 ,, Trithuraipundi magan
55000 ,, Madali magan
. . 60000 ,, Maracherryvat .
100000 ,, Kialakudi magan 20000 Trioundi
211000 ,, Terur magan ” p magan
32000 ,, Adiyekamangal magan 815000 Total kalams

947000 Total kalams Details for Amanat Katchen M|7

Details for P. Kadaramba M /4 20000 T. ;’c;tchenhaveli magan
94000 T. Kadapala magan 7 o magan
45000 ,, Ayanardal magan 170000 Total kalams
25000 ,, Karaikey magan
94000 ,, Pandu magan No more details for M/8 and M/9

65000 ,, Trimaykottay magan T. Kanakkudi and S. Vallivalam.
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Aeroplane Construction in Ancient India,

It is admitted beyond any shadow of doubt that the Hindus were
at the height of civilisation when most of the so-called civilised nations
of today were still moping in the dark. The Hindus were not only the
greatest mathematicians and astronomers of their age but they were
equally proficient in almost all sciences and arts which the modern age
exclusive claims to be its own property. There have been frequent
references to Vimanas or machines flying in the air, in the Ramayana,
Mahabharatha and other ancient works. Many of the oriental scholars
may dismiss these references as the product of imagination. A little
reflection will show that the ancient Hindus had developed the art of
building aerial machines to considerable perfection. Maharishi
Bharadwaja is the author of a work entitled YANTRASARWASWAM and
the chapter on ViMaNADHI KARANAM deals with construction and
manipulation of aerial machines. Tn a work entitled AKASA TANTRA,
composed by the above Maha Rishi, description of the different
atmospheres surrounding the earth, how far one can soar into the heavens
with the aid of aerial machines and overcome gravity and counteract
the effects of the solar heat and other atmospheric peculiarities are
to be found.

There are three kinds of Vimanas named. They are Mantrica
Vimanas, Tantrica Vimanas and Kritaka Vimanas. The last set of
Vimanas were constructed by the genius of man while the Mantrica and
Tantrica Vimanas were supposed to be used by the celestials. The
construction of (Kritaka) Vimanas was not an ideal dream. It seems to
have been an accomplished fact.

Bharadwaja, the author of Yantrasarwaswam says that he has
composed his work after carefully studying the works of Shounaka,
Narayana and Garga viz., Vimanachandika, Vyomanya Tantra and Kheta
Vilasa respectively. The author refers to 8 kinds of Vimanas, each being
driven or propelled by a certain process. For instance Saktyudgama
vimana is driven by electrical energy. These facts lead us to the clusion
that these aerial machines were being constructed with certain kinds of
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mirrors which were capable of reflecting or storing certain forms of solar
energy which enabled the machines to become buoyant and float in space.
Aeroplanes driven by solar energy were known by the name of
Amshuvahavargam. There are several subdivisions of these Vimanas
given in ancient works. The large number of names given suggest that
different kinds of aerial machines were being manufactured and put to
different uses transport, war etc. As we know baloons are lifted up
because of the presence of hydrogen a gas lighter than air. In the ancient
work on Vimanas reference is made to Manis or Chemical substances
with the help of which a machine may be made to float. Those Vimanas
which are driven with the aid of steam and smoke are classified under the
heading Dhoomayanavargam.

Let us take a typical case-the Bhamanivimana-a kind of aeroplane
details pertaining to the construction of which are summed up in 12
sutras or short aphorisms.

The subject of Metallurgy, which is an essential part of aeroplane
manufacture seems to have received considerable attention by the ancient
Hindus. In a work entitled Loha Tantram by Sakatayana Rishi, it is
laid down that three kinds of metal (Vajrakantam, Ayaskantam and
Suryakantam) should be melted together in certain proportions and then
made into a plate which should be used for the bottom of the Vimana or
aeroplane. The processes of mixing and melting are also described which
I may quote here for reader’s information. 3, 5 and 9 Bharanas (a certain
unit of measure) respectively of Vajrakantam, Ayaskantam and
Suryakantam should be mixed with 8 kinds of salts (the names of which
I have omitted for want of space) in the proportion of I seer of each kind
of salt for one Bharada or 136 seers of salts for the 17 bharanas of metal
and the whole thing melted in a big crucible (Maha Musi) with a heat of
200 Kakshya and then the molten mass poured into a mould and
converted into a plate. This plate should be used for constructing the
Bhamani Vimana. The above description indicates the elaborate
processes involved, the sequence pertaining to which we cannot easily
decipher without further investigations. The plate referred to above
seems to add buoyancy to the machine to float in the air. We have then
a description of Manis (lenses) which are manufactured by certain glasses
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or mirrors, possessing special powers of attracting or repelling certain
forces from the sunlight. Scientists are now talking of cosmic rays and
it is no wonder the genius of the ancients was aware of the existence of
such powerful rays. According to the ancient work in question certain
Manis (lenses) possess power to attract certain rays from the Sun. When
these lenses are properly adjusted on the machine in cenvenient centres,
they attract certain types of rays from the Sun and the Vimana floats in
the air. The same work tells us that in the upper and lower parts of the
Vimana there are six varieties of lenses. One type of lens is placed in
the middle of the Vimana near the oil can or storage which can convert
the oil into gas and with the help of the gas thus generated by the heat of
the Sun the movements of the machine in the upper regions are facilitated.
Bodhananda Vritti observes thus regarding the Bhamani Vimana. “There
are seven Manis (lenses) placed in the upper part of the Bhamani Vimana,
which having similar composition and characteristics like those of the
solar rays have always a tendency to flow like the solar rays and take on
upward course by their being constantly attracted by the solar rays.”
The lense which is supposed to generate gas is called Agni Netra, The
13 kinds of lenses located in convenient centres attract solar energies, set
the aeroplane into motion and when the sources of power are reversed
bring back the machinc to the earth. To gratify the curiousity of the
readers, | may mention the names of the 13 varieties of lenses employed
in the construction of Bhamani Vimana. They are 1. Prabhavathi mani
2. Brahmamukhi. 3. Thamohari; 4. Parvati; 5. Mathariswa; 6. Agni
Netra; 7. Vegini; 8. Karshini; 9. Ruchika; 10. Ghanta; 11. Ranjani;
12. Gotika and 13. Ruruka. The first six are located in the upper part,
the 7th near the oil can and the rest in the lower part.

In this wonderful work, processes for the manufacture of the 13
varieties of lenses are also given. The solar ray is supposed to possess a
number of properties and the lecnses are designed to attract those
properties from the Sun. I shall give one example for the manufacture of
lense and close the article. “Take S parts of Savira Pushana, 1 part of
gold, 7 part of white granite stone, 9 parts of pearls or mother O’Pearls,
13 parts of the foam of the Ocean, 7 parts of Suvarchala, 2 parts salt and
salt peter together, 16 parts of the mineral called Hemamakshika, 1 part
of Rookshana, 32 parts of powdered pot stone, 11 parts of Kantatraya
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and 27 parts of the scales of the eyes of certain kinds of fish, (fuse) these
in a furnace and when this is poured into a particular mould, the
resulting substance (glass) goes under the name of Bhaganha Darpana
capable of attracting Qoshanasakti (heat energy) from the solar ray.

The above details will be highly interesting and merit the attention
of the proper quarters, as they throw a flood of light on the practical
wisdom of the ancient Hindus who were certainly as deeply versed in the
positive science as were they in philosophical and metaphysical studies.

(With kind permission of the Astrological Magazine)



Mohammad Ali's Conquest of Tanjore and After

By
K. RAJAYYAN,
Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati.

Tanjore, ruled by the Maratha princes, rendered meritorious
service, both military and economic, to Mohammad Ali, the Nawab
of the Carnatic, in his wars with Chanda Sahib, Nandi Rajah and the
French. The Nawab, in consequence, not only consolidated his power
in Trichinopoly but reconquered Arcot. But soon after these were
obtained, he turned against his ally, Tanjore. At the instance of the
English €ompany Pratap Singh, the Rajah of Tanjore, settled a treaty
with the Nawab in 1762. He accepted the over lordship of the Carnatic
and agreed to pay four lakhs of rupees as the annual tribute. The
English, assuming the role of an arbiter, guaranteed the enforcement of
the settlement so that the Nawab would not encroach upon the rights
of Tanjore and the Rajah would not refuse the payment of tribute,
In 1763 on the death of Pratap Singh, his son Tuljaji ascended the throne.
Enterprizing and warlike, he cherished an ambition, as it was natural
for a subordinate prince, to assert his independence and extend the
limits of his territories. Mohammad Ali, on the other hand, sought the
annexation of this fertile territory on some pretext or other.

Determined to precipitate a crisis, the Nawab in September 1769
requested the assistance of the English to compel the Rajah to pay
Rs. 25 lakhs as compensation for his failure to render active service
against Hyder Ali during the first Mysore War (1765—1768). He
brought forward certain charges too: that the Rajah assisted the rebel
Khan Sahib, he encouraged the Poligars to join Hyder Ali and that he
claimed batta for the few troops which he sent for service with the forces
of the Carnatic in the war with Mysore. In justification, Mohammad Ali
asserted that such exactions were quite in consonance with the custom -of

the land. But the Treaty of 1762 which governed the relations between
" Arcot and Tanjore did not make it obligatory on the Rajah to render
any military aid. On this ground, Charles Bourchier, the Governor of
Madras (1767—1770) refused any support to Mqohammad Ali for the
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coercion of the Rajah. Yet he permitted the Nawab to make the
demand on Tanjore without giving the impression of violating the treaty
as he felt that it was reasonable to ask the Rajah to contribute to the
expenses incurred by the war with Mysore.!  Tuljaji, on the other hand,
requested the Nawab to grant him a remission of the tribute, as Hyder
Ali had destroyed many of his villages.2

While the contemplated expedition of thc¢ Nawab was hanging
like the sword of Democles on Tanjore, Tuljaji declared war on the
Marawa states of Ramnad and Sivaganga. The Rajah wanted to occupy
Hanumantgudi, a disputed territory held by the Marawars. At the
command of 4,000 horse and 50,000 foot, the Rajah in September 1771
invaded Ramnad and captured the posts of Mangalgudi, Hanumantgudi
and Armogam in quick succession. Threatened with the fall of the
capital, the queen of Ramnad purchased peace by ceding Hanumantgudi
and paying Rs. 1,30,000. The victorious army, now marched against
Sivaganga. Facing no serious opposition, the invaders advanced on
Nelakkottai, the capital. Tuljaji directed Rajah Udaya Tevar to cede
a part of his territory, to pay a handsome present and to part with six
_ of his elephants. No terms being settled, he decided to storm the fort,
but was caught in the rear by the Nawab’s expedition to Tanjore.3

Mohammad Ali denounced Tuljaji’s expedition as an hostile
action against his Government. He claimed it his right to maintain
order in the relations between dependent states and asserted that Tanjore,
Ramnad, Sivaganga and Pudukkottai were dependent upon his
Government. Taking this opportunity, he requested military aid of the
Company for punishing the king of Tanjore.4

The Nawab’s demand for military support placed the Madras
Council in a quandary. The treaty of 1762 for which the Company stood
guarantee did not envisage the possibility of a conflict over the Marawa
territories and hence did not make provisions for dealing with such
an exigency. Besides, both the Nawab and the Rajah claimed the

Military Country Correspondence, Madras, 19 April 1768, vol. 16, pp. 133135,
Military Consultations, Madras, 12 October 1769, vol. 35, p. 52.

Radhakrishna Aiyar, A General History of the Pudukkottai State, p. 251,

4. Military Country Correspondence, 24 March 1771, vol. 19, pp. 119-123,

L=
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Marawars as their dependents. Josias Du Pre, the Governor (1770-1773)
appointed a Commission consisting of himself, Warren Hastings and
Samuel Ardley to enquire into the political status of the Marawa states.
In its report dated 3rd April 1771 the Commission rightly observed that
neither the Marawars nor Pudukkottai paid any regular tribute to any
power any time, though the rulers of Trichinopoly exacted contributions
from them under threat of violence whenever they felt themselves strong
to do so. It concluded that the Marawars and Pudukkottai maintained
their independence against Arcot as well as Tanjore. Upon this
consideration, the Madras Council refused aid to the Nawab.5 Further,
it warned him of the possibility of escalading an attack on Tanjore into
a war with the Marathas on account of their kinship with Tuljaji.6

Failing to exploit the Tanjorean aggression on the Marawars,
Mohammad Ali tried other means to win the support of the Company.
He held the Rajah guilty of violating the treaty of 1762 by neglecting
to pay the tribute for 1769 and of instigating the Marathas, the Nizam
and the French to ravage the Carnatic. These arguments of Mohammad
Ali had no substance. Hyder Ali’s expedition inflicted such a serious
damage to the economy of Tanjore, that the Rajah found it difficult to
pay the tribute. The Rajah, further, incurred expenses for assisting the
Nawab. Still, it cannot be denied that Tuljaji committed a serious error
of judgment in withholding the payment of tribute when he decided
to commit aggression on the Marawars and when the Nawab waited for
a casus belli. Itis not certain whether the Rajah instigated the powers
to invade the Carnatic; but it was true that the Rajah, due to his
apprehension that the Nawab decided to conquer his territory, sought
Maratha aid. In fact he wanted to involve the Carnatic in troubles
because his security depended upon the Nawab’s preoccupation with
problems.” The Nawab, nevertheless, presented his arguments properly
sugar-coated to the taste of the Madras Council. In return for assistance
to conquer Tanjore, he agreed to meet the military expenses of the
English and offered to make a present of Rs. 35 lakhs to the Company.8

A General History of the Pudukkottai State, p. 245.

Military Country Correspondence, 23 April 1771, vol. 19, p. 149.

Military Consultations, 13 and 28 March 1771, vol. 41, pp. 80-92.

Military Country Correspondence, 18 September 1771, vol. 19, pp. 218-222,

o =N o
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Now the objections which held the Madras Council under restraint
vanished in thin air. Governor Josias Du Pre remarked that though he
would not make a claim or a condition to any present, if the Nawab
would offer it out of his good will, he would willingly reccive it and
advise the Court of Directors thereof. When Mohammad Ali overcame
the objection of the English, he faced the opposition of the Marathas.
Trimbuc Row, the Maratha general who received an advance payment
of Rs. 5 lakhs from the Rajah, threatened to descend upon the Arcot
Suba in the wake of the Nawab’s invasion of Tanjore. Howcver, the
circumstances turned favourable when the Nawab made a present of
Rs. 4 lakhs and dissuaded him from going to the aid of Tanjore. As

Mark Wilks remarks, Trimbuc Row like a true Maratha sold himself
to both sides.10

"~ In September 177! the combined forces of the Nawab and the
Company, assembled at Trichinopoly, marched on Tanjore. Colonel
Joseph Smith commanded the expedition while the Nawab’s son
Umdut-ul-Umra exercis:d civil control. Vellum was the first target of
attack. A regular and strong fort, it was situated six miles to the
southwest of Tanjore. On the 2lst having made a breach, the forces
fired a few shots, but found the fort deserted.!! On the 25th Colonel
Smith commenced a regular siege of Tanjore. The troops of the Rajah
assembled in great number under the cover of a high ground and attacked
the Company’s troops, but they suffered reverses in their attempts to
cut off the enemy’s communications with Trichinopoly. By the 16th of
October the besiegers silenced the guns on the ramparts and on the
25th night made an attack, but found the fort strongly defended.
Subsequently a negotiation began and on the 27th the belligerents settled

terms.!2 The war thus ended mysteriously abruptly; without achieving
the object of the expedition, namely annexation. -

There followed three settlements. By the first settlement dated
20th October 1771 Tuljaji agreed to pay Rs. 8 lakhs as tribute in arrears.
He restored the districts and effects taken from the Marawars and

9. 1Ibid, 25 September 1771, vol. 19, pp. 223225,
10. Mark Wilks, Historical Sketches of South India, Part I, p. 423,
11. Military Consultations, 23 September 1771, vol. 40, p. 830,
12. Military Consultations, 4 November 1771, vol. 40, p, 928,
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abandoned all his rights which he claimed to have on Ramnad, Sivaganga
and Pudukkottai. The Rajah ceded the districts of Tervanoor and Arni
to the Nawab. He consented to render military service to the Nawab
at his own expense whenever required, to remain in amity with the
friends of the Circar and in enmity with the encmies, to refuse protection
to the rebels of the Carnatic or to the Europrans who deserted the army
of the Nawab and to safeguard the commercial interests of the English
in his territory. The Nawab on his part permitted the Rajah to retain
possession of Koilody and Elangad and agrced to restore Vellum to
Tanjore. By the second settlement dated 25th October 1771 the Rajah
assigned the district of Mayuram and part of the district of Kumbakonam
yielding an annual revenue of Rs. 16} lakh= for two years in lieu of the
payment of Rs. 32} lakhs, estimated as war indemnity. By the third
settlement dated 26th October 1771 the fajah promised to pay the annual
tribute to the Nawab without deceit or delay and to undertake no
military operations whatsoever.!3  Subsequently significant modifications
to the territorial setilement were carricd into cficct.  As the possession
of the fort of Velluis, the key to Tanjore, was of utmost importance to
the Nawab’s interests, Mohammad Ali directed his son Umdut-ul-Umra
who settled the tcrms, to make the necessary modification. A fresh
negotiation now ensucd and Umdut-ul-Umra forced the helpless Rajah
to restorc not only Vellum, but also Koilody and Elangad to the Nawab.14

The settlements conferred territorial and financial gains on the
Nawab and commercial advantages on the Company — all at the expense
of Tanjore. The Nawab acquired possession of Koilody, Elangad, Arni
and Tervanoor. The possession of the anacat’ in Koilody gave the
Nawab control over the irrigation schemes of lanjore. Besides, the
settlement excluded the interests of Tanjore on the Marawars and left
the latter under the undisputed overlordship of the Carnatic. The Rajah
was required to pay the usual tribute but no reduction in proportion
to the attenuation of his territory was conceded. The Company gained
more commercial and military influence, but the settlement did not
mention anything about the Company’s guarantee to the Treaty

of 1762.

13. C. U. Aitchison, 4 Collection of Treaties etc., vol. 5, pp. 264-266.
14. Military Despatches to England, 4 April 1772, vol. 7, p. 75,
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It was certain that Mohammad Ali desisted from the conquest of
Tanjore not for want of inclination to obtain so important an acquisi-
tion. Considering that the siege advanced successfully, that the breach
appeared practicable and that the army was in good spirit, there was
every reason to believe that the fort might fall in the first assault.!S But
Umdut-ul-Umra declared that because of rains and loss of horses and
bullocks, the army doubted its ability to storm the fort.'6 Had this
been true, it would seem hardly possible for him to dictate the
humiliating terms to the Rajah. Mohammad Ali, on the other hand,
when enquired by the Madras Council, parried that the settlement was
conformable neither to his wishes “nor his friends’.'7 He sought to
convey an impression that he withdrew [rom hostilities for fear of
Maratha invasion. By a secret agreement he even induced the Marathas
to invade the Arcot Suba. The Madras Council, anxious to repel the
aggression, offered its aid to the Nawab, but the latter politely declined.
This reflected the object of the mock invasion and the mysteries about
the abrupt termination of the siege of Tanjore.

In fact, two factors induced the Nawab to enter into a settlement
with Tanjore. He possibly wanted to make a merit with the Marathas
of Poona, by making a show that he desisted from the conquest of
Tanjore out of deference to their sentiments.! This was necessitated
as the Maratha general Trimbuc Row conveyed his desire to the Nawab
in favour of a peaceful settlement.’® More than this, what oppressed
his mind was his apprehension of a latent purpose in the Company’s
association with the cxpedition. He considered the Company’s guarantee
to the Treaty of 1762 as a rankling thorn in his side. Suspicious by
nature, he was haunted by the fear that the sequel of conquest at that
juncture would be the establishment of British sway over Tanjore.20
This apprchension was not without foundation. When the Nawab
requested assistance for an expedition to Tanjore, the Madras Council

15. Military Country Correspondence, 22 December 1771, vol. 20, pp. 1-3.
16. Ibid, 8 November 1771, vol. 20, pp. 8-12.

17. 1bid, 2 December 1771, vol. 20, pp. 1-3.

18. Mark Wilks, Historical Sketches of South India, Part 1, p. 423,

19. Military Country Correspondence, 4 December 1771, vol, 19, p. 273,
20, Original Papers relative to Tanjore, 1771, p. 40,
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conveyed its view to the Court of Directors, that “it would be more
advisable for the Company to retain it in their own possession or
reserving the sovereignty place in the management of it either the present
Rajah or any other, subject to such limitations and conditions as might
make him useful, but put it out of his power to be dangerous”, (to the
interests of the English).2l It cannot be ruled out that Mohammad Ali
who constantly kept an eye on the proceedings of the Council would
have learnt the machinations of his ally, the English. By his quarrel
and subsequent accommodation, the Nawab fancied that he removed
the restraint, imposed by the Company’s guarantee and could thereafter
exercise authority in any way that might best suit his whims without
any hazard of the Council’s interposition.22

Mohammad Ali patiently waited for some time. But in 1773 in
pursuit of his scheme of expansion, he presented more charges against
the Rajah to the Madras Council. He asserted: Tuljaji refused aid to
him in his war against the Marawa states in violation of the Treaty
of 1762, assisted the Setupati and Rajah Udaya Tevar to offer resistance
to the Carnatic, mortgaged villages to the Dutch and the Danes without
his consent, and induced Hyder Ali and the Marathas to invade the
Carnatic. Mohammad Ali, further warned the Madras Council that
unless he suppressed Tanjore Raj, the Marathas and the French would
convert it into a sphere of their influence and endanger their common
security. In return for military assistance, he reiterated his former
unfulfilled offer that he would make a present of Rs. 35 lakhs, and

promised to support three battalions of the Company’s troops at his
own expense.23

In reply, Alexander Wynch (1773-1775), the successor of Du Pre
in Presidency, stated approvingly that it was always a matter of satisfac-
tion to support the Nawab consistent with the Companys policy and
that it was dangerous to suffer a power so disaffected as Tanjore was
to remain in the heart of the Carnatic.2¢ Regarding the present, Wynch
like his predecessor remarked *Whatever your Highness shall please

21, Militaty Despatches to England, 31 January 1770, vol. 7, p. 8.
22, Ibid, 28 February 1772, vol. 7, pp. 125127,

3. Militaty Consultations, 5 July 1773, vol. 42, p. 672.

24, Military Consultations, § July 1773, vol. 42, p. 672,
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out of your goodwill and friendship to offer me as a present to the
Company, I shall most willingly receive and advise them thereof’’.25

The charges against Tuljaji appear as explanations aimed at the
justification of the conquest of Tanjore which the Nawab contemplated.
The Rajah was no doubt, bound to render assistance to the Nawab by
the terms of the seitlement of 1771, but it is not certain that the latter
asked for the service of Tanjore for the Marawa-expedition. It has
been proved that Tuljaji, exasperated at Mohammad Ali’s determination
to suppress Tanjore Raj, sought to enlist the support of Hyder Alj?26
and the Marathas but he was helpless so long the British forces held
Vellum, the key to Tanjore. Hence his machinations could have been
checked without resort to extreme steps. Besides, in 1773 when Wynch
agreed to send an expedition, he ruled out the possibility of any foreign
invasion of the Carnatic at that juncture.?” 1In fact Tanjore in 1773
did not present any serious threat to the Nawab’s interest as to warrant
military action. The Rajah mortgaged villages to the Danes to raise
money for the payment of tribute for the year 1772;28 but it was not
a violation of the Treaty of 1771 as he was not prohibited. When the
Madras Council decided on the annihilation of Tanjore Raj, Tuljaji
appealed to Wynch thus:— “some offence should surely be proved
upon me, without any show of equity to wage an unjust war against
me is not consistent with reason. This charitable country is the
support of multitudes of people, if you Sir, will preserve it from
destruction you will be the most great, glorious and honoured of
mankind. I am full of confidence that you will never do injustice
yourself nor listen to the face of the oppressor.2? But the Rajah’s
appeal fell on deaf ears. In fact, the helplessness of the Rajah and the
avarice of the Nawab sealed the fate of the kingdom.

In August 1773 the forces of the Nawab and the Company led by
Joseph Smith invaded Tanjore. They captured the posts of Tourgudi

25. Military Country Correspondence, 7 July 1773, vol, 22, pp. 127-128,
26. Military Consultations, 13 August 1773, vol. 46, p. 802.

27. 1Ibid, 5 July 1773, vol. 46, p. 672,

28. 1Ibid, 13 August 1773, vol. 46, p. 802.

2 . " " "



Mohammad Ali’s Conquesf of Tanjore and After 9

and Singarapettah and on the 2lst took positions before the capital.30
An advance-column commanded by Major Fletcher surprised a detach-
ment of Tanjore. In the engagement the Tanjoreans lost 1,000 men
killed or wounded, while Fletcher lost only 1531 On the 27th Smith
killed 100 Tanjoreans in an action, blew up the magazine and set
fire to the town.3? The siege continusd for three weeks and on the
16th September the breach made on the walls appeared practicable. At
12 in the noon, the forces took positions, ready for assault. The sun
being very hot, the Rajah’s army consisting of 20,000 men retired to
their quarters for meals anticipating the attack only in the evening. But
they regretted their error in judgement not too late. Smith quickly
surprised and carried the fort, with no loss whatsoever.3® Tuljaji, his
relations and ministers were taken prisoners. The grateful Nawab
rewarded the services of the Company by making a present of

Rs. 35 lakhs and entertaining three battalions of its troops at his
expense.34

The Nawab strove hard to reorganise the administration of
Tanjore. He appointed Dubbser, an able minister of Tuljaji and
brought able szrvants from Arcot to carry out reforms. Land was
surveyed, and village settlement introduced.’s The new administration
repaired water courses, advanced loans for cultivation, distributed paddy
seeds in gratis, dischargzd public debts of the Rajah, cleared the arrears
of pay due to the discharged forces of Tanjore and carried out extensive
repairs of the fort.3¢ However, the benefits conferred upon the country
were perhaps more than negatived by equally radical but adverse
measures. The Nawab’s servants, in the exuberance of victory, considered
the revenues of Tanjore not to be improved, but extorted. In three
years of management the Nawab collected as much as Rs. 120 lakhs
from the state.}” In 1775, the year of his sole administration, the

30. 1Ibid, 8 August 1773, vol. 46, p. 286,
31, 1Ibid, 25 August 1773, vol. 46, p. 835,
32, 1Ibid, 31 August 1773, vol. 46, p. 851,
33, 1bid, 19 September 1776, vol. 46, p. 883,
34, Military Country Correspondence, 23 January 1776, vol. 25, pp. 2—=5.
35, Report of the Tanjore Commissionets, 1799, paras 10-~36,
36, Militaty Country Correspondence, 23 January 1776, vol, 25, pp=2-6,
37, 1bid, 13 May 1776, vol. 25, p. 50,
M2
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revenue exacted by the amuldars and the assignees amounted to no less
than Rs. 81 lakhs, a sum not reached until 75 years of order and peace
under British rule. The largest revenue ever raised by the Maratha
rulers was about Rs. 571 lakhs in 1761.3% In addition to exactions,
the Nawab granted tuncaws or orders for the payment of money which
in Dubbeer’s estimate amounted to more than Rs. 90 lakhs.

A turning point came in 1775 when the Court of Directors of
the Company condemned the proceedings of the Madras Council in
supporting the Nawab for the conquest of Tanjore and sent Lord Pigot
as Governor to restore the state to Tuljaji. Lord Pigot requested
the Nawab’s concurrence to effect the change; but the exasperated
Mohammad Ali declaring categorically that the decision of the Company
injured his dignity as well as his interests, demanded the revocation
of the orders.3® But the Governor argued :— ¢ Humanity to the wretched
inhabitants distressed beyond measure by the miscrable state in which
the country now remains, without any established Government either
of your Highness or the Rajah, justice to the Rajah who is scarcely
better than a prisoner still and attention to the public Honour make it
absolutely necessary to carry into immediate effect the orders of the
Company .40 Understanding the determination of Lord Pigot,
Mohammad Ali in keeping with his characteristic flexibility agreed to
give no opposition to the execution of the Company’s orders; but
persisted in the refusal of his concurrence.!

In February 1776 the Company’s troops obtained control of the
country. Lord Pigot on the 11th April presided over the formal restora-
tion of the throne to Tuljaji. The Rajah was given possession of the
districts of Koilody, Elangad, Vellum and Nagore, but the Nawab
retained possession of Arni and Hanumantgudi though they too
constituted part of Tanjore in 1762.42 The Company now imposed a
new settlement on Tanjore. The Rajah agreed to render no assistance

38. Tanjore District Manual, vol. 2, p. 810.

39. Lord Pigot’s Narrative of the Late Revolution in the Government of
Madras, p. 1.

40. Military Country Correspondence, 6 March 1776, vol. 25, p. 14

41. Lord Pigot’s Narrative, 1776, p. 1.

42, Military Country Correspondence, 26 December 1778, vol. 27, p. 386.
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to the enemies of the Company and to enter into no relations with
other powers without the consent of the Madras Council. He permitted
the English to garrison the forts in Tanjore in the name of protection,
but himself cut down his armed strength to 500 men. In return for
British protection, the Rajah agreed to pay Rs. 12 Jakhs a year; and
ceded the important commercial centre of Nagore with 277 villagss
yielding an annual revenue of Rs 2} lakhs.43

Tanjore re-emerged as a kingdom, but its position was no more
enviable as it had been in 1762. It lost the districts of Nagore,
Hanumantgudi and Arni and the right to maintain a large army. While
its armed strength was curtailed, its forts were garrisoned by British
troops. As a vassal state of the Carnatic it was required to pay under the
Treaty of 1762, the tribute of Rs. 4 lakhs to the Nawab, but as a protected
state of the English it was forced to pay Rs. 12 lakhs. While its political
status went down, its financial obligations increased considerably. In
1762 Tanjore undertook to pay Rs. 4 lakhs as tribute to the Nawab, but
in 1776 it was required to shoulder a burden of Rs. 2214 lakhs, of which
the Rajah paid Rs. 4 lakhs to the Nawab and Rs. 12 lakhs to the
Company and incurred an annual loss of Rs. 4 lakhs on,account of the
Nawab’s retention of Hanumantgudi and Rs. 2} lakhs on account of the
cession of Nagore to the Company.

The loss of Tanjore had very adverse repercussions on the rising
power of the Nawab. Mohammad Ali not only lost the newly gained
possession, but the settlement of 1776 ignored to mention anything about
his relation with Tanjore. Presuming that the settlements made by
Mohammad Ali before 1776 remained in force, the exercise of his
sovereignty was reduced to the right of receiving an annual tribute of
Rs. 4 lakhs. Besides, the unexpected deprival of a source of revenue
dislocated the Nawab’s finances. Mohammad Ali incurred considerable
expenditure for assembling the forces for the expedition, for giving
presents to the English and the Marathas, for repairing forts and for
undertaking a land survey in Tanjore.# No doubt he exacted a large

43, C. U. Aitchison, 4 Collection of Treaties eic., vol. 5, No. 47 and Military
Country Correspondence, 26 December 1778, vol. 27, p. 386,

44, Military Country Correspondence, 26 February 1776, vol. 25, pp~210.
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amount from the country; still the sudden attenuation of the resources
upset his finances that were conditioned to increased expenditure.
Embarrassed by adverse circumstances, the Nawab now found himself
constantly disturbed by the cries of numerous poor and religious persons
who subsisted on Jhis bounty, harassed by the clamours of disbanded
troops to whom he owned the arrears of pay and besieged by a crowd of
creditors to whom he assigned the revenues of Tanjore.!2 These troubles
kept him so fully engaged as to compel him to abandon his dreams of
greatness. When he found his radiant hopes dashed to the ground,
he diverted all his vast powers of intrigue in giving embarrassment to
Tuljaji and Lord Pigot. Seeking to throw the Rajah’s administration
into disorder, he not only destroyed the revenue records, but also removed
the revenue servants from Tanjore.4S Mohammad Ali did not spare
Lard Pigot too. He fomented division in the Council of Fort St. George
and brought about the arrest of Lord Pigot. His struggle to regain
possession of Tanjore continued, but without securing any gain for him.
During the Second Mysore War (1780-1784) he strove hard to get the
verdict of the Court of Directors reversed. He even promised to
appropriate the collections from Tanjore for the conduct of the war and
liquidition of his debt to the English, but with no result. It was a
paradox that he lost the residuary rights too. Unable to pay the
Company for the defence of the Carnatic against Hyder Ali’s invasion, he
had to surrender his right to the receipt of tribute from Tanjore to the
English after reserving a grain of corn‘for himself as a mark of his
sovereignty,46

45 Military Consultations, 13 June 1776, vol. 55, p. 486 and Military Country
Correpondence, 8 October 1777, vol. 26, pp. 266-1.

46, Military Country Cotrespendence, 21 July 1790, .vol. 39, . p. 351



PREFACE
GURU GITH IN MARATHI

BY
SRI RAMACHANDRA GOSWAMI

It is well known that the Mahratta Leader and Chief, Sri Chatra-
pathi Sivaji Maharaj established the Maharashtra empire in the 17th
century and saved India, especially the South from being ransacked and
over-run by the Muslim rulers. In this task of his, he was much guided
by and took implicit instructions from his spiritual Guru Sri Samartha
Ramadas Maharaj. His brother Venkoji was put in charge of the
Southern part of the Empire with the Headquarters at Tanjore.

Samartha Ramadas was born in 1608 A. D. in a village known as
Jamb in Aurangabad District. After leading a life of intense Tapascharya
and Teerthatana till his 36th year, he took to pilgrimage of Bharat and
came to Tanjore in 1665 on his way to Rameswaram and stayed with
Venkoji. The king took initiation from Samartha who stayed at Tanjore
for some time. At the time of departure to the North, Samartha left
behind (at the request of the Raja) his disciples Bheemaraj Goswami
and Mouni Bava Goswami along with Govind-Bala, Jholi Ram and
Annaji Bava Goswami, (the latter three being the chief Sishyas of
Bheemaraj.) He also established mutts for them under the patronage
of the Raja and supervision of the Senior Bheema Raj Goswami.

Jholi Ram Goswami mutt is situated at the Ellaiamman koil
Street (T. S. No. 1686) Tanjore. Jholi Ram Goswami served Bheema
Raj with getting Biksha through the Jholi and hence his name. He was
the first matadhipathi of Jholi Ram Goswami mutt, Tanjore. He had
two brothers Ramasesh Goswami and Nagoba Goswami. Sri Ramasesh
had a male child and others were issueless; and he predeceased the
‘2 brothers. Hence at the time of Samadhi, Jholi Ram ordained that
his brother’s child Ramachandra’ Goswami should succeed him to the
Gurupeeta of the mutt. Since he was then only 5 years of age he asked
his brother Nagoba Goswami to be the Matadhipathi and conduct the
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mutt sampradaya till Ramachandra came of age. So Nagoba Goswami
took to the peet as second matadhipathi. Nagoba Goswami has left
the prasad of Vibhuthi in a gourd consecrated with his Tapas which
is still preserved and offered worship in the mutt.

Sri Ramachandra Goswami when he came of age was installed on
the Guru peet as the third guru and Sri Nagoba after a while took to
sannyas. Ramachandra Goswami was a devout Bhaktha of Rama as well
as Rajarajeswari Devi and had attained Siddhi in mantras so much so,
no evil spirit dare appear before him or pass through where he was
seated. He was well honoured by the King and had travelled North
and wide also. But he was above all Nispriha content with what came
to him unasked. It is perfect Faith in and Surrender to the Lord alone
that could bring about this.

In Samartha Sampradaya Sri Rama Navami celebrations is the
corner stone-chief item; it was a period of intense sadhana when worship,
Japa, Parayana, Bhajana, Kirtana and Annadana also took place. Our
Ramachandra Goswami set up a form to the Kirtana during the ten days
of Sri Ramanavami celebrations, especially the set up for what is known
as Dholai, Rama Janma and Sitakalyana Keerthanas is his and has been
followed in the other mutts also. In addition to this his genius
introduced an element of Dramatisation in the kecrthana; and on the
Sitakalyana day Veshams of Visvamitra, Rama, Lakshmana, Thataka
and Ravana are brought in so that the audience actually feel and see
as it were Rama’s deeds and in the end Sita and Rama are married
as it were in an actual marriage. This has certainly a telling effect,
on the Bhavika Bhaktas and the same has been going on even to-day
for the past nearly 250 years in the above mutt. It is all the Grace of
Guru that carries it on!

It is this Ramachandra Goswami that composed the Guru Gita in
Marathi Vovi Meter-giving the substance of Guru Gita in Sanskrit
which is in the form of a conversation between Siva and Uma about the
importance and necessity of Guru and his Grace. He has done it
beautifully well in a simple form forcibly bringing out the contents.
He starts with his guru parampara—line of Gurus viz., “ Adiguru
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Narayana, Kamalasana (the creator Brahma), Vashista the Gnani, his
disciple Rama the abode of Kaivalya, his disciple Sri Samartha Ramadas,
the Niskhama and famous for his Uparathi and worshipping whom the
sadhaka attains Nijapadha. His Sishya is Bhima Raj who considers
King and servant as equal and by remembering whom one loses the
consciousness of duality. Out of his many disciples Ramdesik (Jholi
Ram) is one, who has bestowed Guru Diksha on me and made me
get rid of Avidya. He has been using his Jholi with the ideal of
Nishpriha. To him T offer my pranams and start the work of “ Guru
Gita”. What deep rooted Guru Bhakthi! He has stated he finished the
vovis in 1839 A. C. This I take to be some time after his installation
on the gadi. 1t is usual for such Mahapurushas to take up the Divine
part of Guru-ship with such offering at His Feet. He has also composed
many Lavanies, Padas, Slokas etc., ail well appreciated. He had only a
daughter and no male issuc. So he adopted one Ramasesh Goswami
who had three sons, the eldest being Sri Nagoba Goswami who passed
away in 1912, The undersigned is the son of Sri Nagoba Goswami and
is the sixth in the line of Guru Peet from 1912.

T consider it my duty to offer my gratitude to Guru for His Grace
and Blessings by placing before the Saipurashas his sayings and writtings
for Manana and Nidhidhyasana I thank the Maharaja Serfoji’s
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore for having given me this opportunity.

T. N. Bhima Rao Goswami.

Om Shanthi; Om Shanthi; Om Shanthi,
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Tanjore ‘
Maharaja Serfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal Library,
THANJAVUR.

We wish to acknowledge with grateful thanks the gift of a
valuable collection of about thousand books and 2 good teak-wood
shelves by Sri K. R. Ramachandra Rao of Krishna Rao Agraharam,
Kumbakonam. He comes of the illustrious family ‘“Reddy Royars”,
well-known in Kumbakonam - an ancient Marata Madhwa family who
migrated from Bijapur District. The late Sri Narabari Rao, was the
great grand-father of Sri Ramachandra Rao. Sri Venkat Rao, one
of the members of the family was the Diwan of Travancore and
Messrs. Ragunathaswami Rao and Ranganatha Rao were among the
founders and Managing Committee members of the well-known “Town
High School” and the ‘Native High School” at Kumbakonam. They
all of them had great interest in English and Sanskrit Literature and
a larce collection of manuscripts made by them have already been
gifted to the Sanskrit Institute of Research and Study, endowed by
Mr. Varathappan, at Madras with a view to make the very valuatle
collections of his fore-fathers be of use for study and research at the
well known library. The donor has been kind enough to make gift of
them and grateful thanks of all students and scholars all the country
over are due to them. It is hoped that this will be an impetus to
others with large collection of books and manuscripts to gift them to
the library.

0. A. NARAYANASWAMI,

Honorary Secretary, _
T. M. S. S. M. LiBRARY, TANJORE.
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We are glad to place before our readers a very valuable
and critical comparative study of the Ramayana editions about
fifteen manuscripts, the well-known Telugu poet Gona Buddha
Raju reputed to be a great military leader and brother of the -
famous Vittala Raja of the Kakatreeya dynasty. A compa-
rative critical publication as suggested by the learned writer
will certainly be welcomed.

EDITOR.

Notes on a Yaluable Telugu Manuscripts of Ramayanam

by
Buppa Raju.

Out of the many valuable manuscripts available with the
T. M. S. S. M. Library, the largest number are on the three classics
Ramayanam, Mahabharatam and Andhra Mahabhagavatham. Rama-
yanam again has been written in Telugu by several authors including
‘Katta Varada Raju, Ekoji and Budda Raju. By far the most popular
work among the Telugu Ramayanas is the Ramayana written by
Budda Raju. This is usually known as Ranganatha Ramayanam and
is very popular through-out the length and breadth of South India.
The popularity is due to the fact that the wandering ministrels or
the Tholu Bommala Vallu, who present puppet shows with the aid
of illuminated puppets, use the text of this Ramayana for their
narration. This work cast in Devipada metre is simple, lucid and
pleasing to the ear and enjoys great following when performed on the
village stage with the puppets to the accompaniment of earful music.

Another special feature of this work is that the author has
deviated from the famous Valmiki Ramayana in several respects
and gave full scope for his poetic imagination. So much so, some
of the characters take a different shape in the hands of this great
devotee of Sri Rama and appear before the readers in new flesh
and blood. Like the great Tamil poet Kambar, Budda Raju also
made a deviation from the Valmiki Ramayana, in-as-much as he
depicted **Rama” as the incarnation of God, instead of an illustrious
human being. Budda Raju also excels all others in the portraiture of
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such popular characters like Urmila the neglected spouse of Lakshmana
and Sulochana the devoted self-willed-wife of Indrajit. There are
many beauties in this work of Budda Raju, which made his
Ramayanam a househo!ld word in the Telngu Country. Though
“ Purusha Cintamani Budhayahvayudu” is the author of this noted
work, his name is not very well known and the work is known
by its popular name Ranganatha Ramayana only.

This book was printed by the Vavilla Publishers long-time
back and another version has appeared under the auspices of the
Andhra University, Waltair in 1941. The text was prepared by the
great scholar and poet Late Vaturi Prabhakara Sastri and the work
appeared with the copious introduction by Acharya Pingali
Lakshmikantam and an explanatory note by the then Vice Chancellor
Sri C. R. Reddy. The text is presented with many versions by
elaborate supplements incorporating a few additional portions collected
through many manuscripts. There are as many as 15 manuscripts
available in the T. M. S.S. M. Library. After a close examination
of the different versions in comparison with the Saraswathi Mahal
manuscripts it can be inferred that most of these manuscripts were
not consulted before the printed version was prepared. It can also
be said with advantage, that the other printed versions appearing
go far, did not either make use of the valuable manuscripts of this
great work now available in the T.M.S.S. M. Library. If a new
version were to be prepared by making a comparative study of
all the available manuscripts in the Saraswathi Mahal Library, an
authentic version can be got up. The authorities of the T. M.S.8. M.
Library have done useful service in publishing the Dvipada Ramayana
of Katta Varadaraju in its complete version. To add to that, the
library will be doing a great service if an authentic version can be
collated with the help of all the manuscripts available. These fifteen
palm-leaf-manuscripts radically differ from the printed versions either
of the Andhra University or the Vavilla edition in several aspects.
Even if it is not possible to publish the entire work in print it is
well worth consideration whether a copious edition of the entire work
can be prepared and made available for the public. This collection
of fifteen versions is indeed a treasure house for any research worker.
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There are many controversies on this work, including one on
the authorship, the title of the work and the time of its composition.
e. g., the name of the author is Budda Raju as some critics feel but
not Budda Reddy as the Andhra Uuiversity publication holds.
Similarly, the justification of the popular title ‘‘Ranganatha Rama-
yana” is still surrounded in mystery and various pandits give various
interpretations to this simple name giving full vent to their fanciful
imagination. This and many other problems may find easy solution
if a proper version of the original work can be prepared. The
variety of the manuscripts available at the Saraswathi Mahal Library
are in excellent condition as they are well kept and preserved. An
edited version based on these manuscripts may provide an answer
to the many naughty and critical qucstions be-setting this great
work. A critical version of this popular Ramayana is an immediate
necessity. This when got up by collating all the important manus-
cripts at the Saraswathi Mahal Library will throw a flood of light
on some of the dark spots that mar the splendour of this popular
Ramayana.

Thanjavur. } (Sd.) Y. SaTYaNARAYANA RAo,

20—6— 65. (Srivatsava.)
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FROM OUR VISITOR'S BOOK.

1. It has been difficult to visit the library and its priceless
collections of manuscript material and have no time to properly obtain
some view of individual items. I can only hope to recommend other
students to plan their tour to allow adequate acquaintance with this
notable units. All thanks to the chief librarian and his staff for their

courtesy.
d JOHN K. MILLS,

American Institute of Poona,
Indian Studies. November 21, 1964.

2. We enjoyed very much the collection of palm-leaf manus-
cripts, the miniature illustrated painting of the Ramayana, and the
documents on anatomy of animals. We would like to suggest that you
make colour reproductions (on post-cards or photographs) of the

painting of the Ramayana,
JOSEPHINE R. PARIKH,

Chicago, Fil. U. 8 A., December 5th 1964.

3. A treasure collected by a benefactor of Indian culture and
preserved by those who have come after him. I hope every effort
will be made to preserve it for those who will belong to the future
generations. The whole thing is worth a visit by every Indian if not
also by all who visit India from abroad.

JEEVAN LAL KAPUR,
Chairman Delimitation Commission of India,
' New Delhi. 18-12-64.

4, T.M.8. 8. M. Library is one of the rare libraries preserving
ancient documents and is serving as a source for research by scholars
of various types. The palm leaf documents in Marathi and Oriya

scripts were found interesting'y displayed. I wish more use is made of
this library.

J. NOTA,
Crop Production Specialist,
Director of Extension, New Delhi. 19-12-64,
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only serving the national say, human — interest. I wish T could do
something in this direction. It will be a privilege if I am able to do
anything at all.
PREM BHESIN,
18, Windson Place, New Delhi.
4-5-65,

15. seymewrer sgBurd wsiart mro HAeqw I m s s sl
wAPHBaar, Qowdor wrhw yyad, @b rad @m0 aarisNas
Q&1 Buogyh gyuar bews 515a) 50 Caiwe B Ty g aadr aflmliuL.

&. Geuair 2T qurr y awr 637,
S YrrisPs s p,
N @) LI LSO SANE & P SLE,
16 —-4—'65,

It is indeed tantalising to be able to spend only a brief while
in this house of treasures and to have only a fleeting glimpse of
manuscripts which invite hours and even days of leisurely examination.
Even so, this visit has been a rewarding and an enriching experience,
I sincerely hope it will soon be possible to provide better care for
these priceless manuscripts and to arrange for them to be micrographed.

INDIRA GANDHI,
22665,



Two copies of each book have to be sent for
review in the Journal. Articles published in this
Journal can be reproduced with the permission of
the Editor. All communications regarding the
Journal may be addressed to:—

THE EDITOR,
The Journal of the
Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvati Mahal Library,
T. M. S. S. M. Library
THANJAVUR.
( Madras State ) India.
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