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EDITORIAL
MODI MANUSCRIPTS

‘Modi—A shortened script of Maratti, would appear to have been
very 'much in use among the Maratta rulers in the South—for about a
century from 1676 to 1799 —the day to day record of the Maratta rulers,
confidential communications, and directions issued to their subordinates
from time to time being mostly in Modi. Soon after the annexation of
the Tanjore kingdom—on the demise of Maharaja Sivaji the last ruler of
Tanjore—in 1855 by the East India Company, the latter took over all
available palace records and kept them safe carefully guarded and called
them as ‘‘Tanjore Raj Records®. All records prior to 1746 would

appear to have been removed and only those from 1776 to 1860 were left
at Tanjore.

In 1947, when the British handed over the reins of Government
to the Interim Government of the Indian people—an expert committee
was formed and at their instance, a large number of manuscripts were
sent to New Delhl and Madras and about 960 bundles of Modi Manus-
cripis were left behind. The Administrative Commlttee of our hbrary
requested the Government to have them entrusted to us and on exami-
nation, they were found to contain a lot of materials such as would
throw considerable light on some aspects of life under Maratta rule in
Tanjore. The Madras Government has also’ been pleased to make a
grant for employment of a staff of 2 pandits, and under the able and
expert guidance of Major Gadre—a retired Government servant and a
scholar of high attainments who kindly offered his services as a labour
of love—about 220 bundles have been classified and few of the important
amongst them have been transcribed into Maratti with translations in
English and Tamil. There is ample source of materials amongst these
for research scholars, who might be interested in the history of Maratta
rule in Tanjore—particularly of the later Maratta period.



ii

Recently Sri Neelakanta Sastriar has in his letter to the “Hindu”
drawn attention of the authorities to the need for study of the Mos‘h
manuscripts among the “Makenzie collections” in the Oriental manus-
cripts Library. As rightly pointed out by him, the modi in vogue in
Tanjore and used in these records could not be deciphered correctly by
even scholars from Maharashtra. It is therefore necessary that the few
old pandits conversant with the particular script should also train a
number of others besides, considering the yet larger number of about 750
bundles of manuscripts that still await study and translation. The
Madras State Government is being moved in this regard. ,;We hope to
publish in our Journal, such of them as would seem of value but their
real worth could be assessed and made use of as historical material only
by research scholars to be deputed by Universities. - Some research
scholars from Maharashtra who had been to the Lnbrary expressed the
difficulty pointed out by Sri Neelakanta Sastri. o qe

We hope and trust that with such help as is available, we sha’ll
endeavour our utmost to have the Modi manuscripts conserved carcfully
and made available to scholars who could make the best use of them.

With profuse apologies, we wish to present Vol. XVIII No. 1 and
2 combined. Among the contents will be found the serial publications
of Danvanthri Vaidyam, Nigantu Samuchaya and Meemaméa' Sastraguch
and Murugar Kadambakam continued and a new work Asvalayana apara
prayoga taken up for serialisation. Besides, notes and studies of other
important manuscripts are continued. We are reproducing an article of
Robert Stevens giving an account of the discussion among scientists of
eminence in America - which we hope would 'be of interest considering
the wealth of ancient lore on various aspects of scientific interest in the
archieves of our library. We are sure that at our present economic
growth when augmentation of production is of vital importance, the
extracts from “Kauthuka Chintamani” would be much appreciated and
we hope to follow it with similar notes of value on locatlon of water
springs under the earth from the Brihat Samhita of the great sage. and
savant Varahamihira.

EDITOR.
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Manuscript Study :— Kumaratantra B, L. No. 9119,

By
P. V. V. SARMA.

Two Kumaratantras are referred to by Dr. Theodor Aufrecht
in his catalogues catalogorum, one ascribed to Ravana, also called
Balatantra on children, diseases in 12 chapters in prose published in
Calcuttyr in 1872, and the sscond an agamic work mainly devoted
to the consecration and daily rituals of Kumara temples noticed by
Dr. A. C Burnell in his catalogue pp. 204 (b). A detailed description of
the single manuscript representing the agamic work Kumaratantra
is attempted in his paper. In the form of dialozue between Siva and
Kausika the work begins : —

mzm?r aL Y lflq TR

Ej I QT WA w’zq‘a;rn'gmrn
In answer Iswara begins with a description of contents under the
caption asrAfer: —

Subrahmanya, is the very popular diety of the South in the sense,
that this diety is so dear to South Indian as to induce him to build a
tomple in each hamlet, garden mountain top and other odd places but
not that this diety is not known or worshipped in North India. In fact
Kalidas the earliest of the Sanskrit poots was Kumaradasa; Kumara
being the son of Kala is also styled Kalih. His composition Kumara-
.sambhava and his reverential references to Kumara and his abodes
made in Meghaduta testify that he was a devotee of Kumara.

Kumaratantra is a work completely devoted to describe the
rites and ceremonies observed in skanda temples throughout the year
and perhaps the only work of its kind.

Gangeya, Agnijata Desika etc., the following sixteen aspects of
Subrahmanya are fully dealt with in Kumaratantra :—

1. Saktidhara 2. Skanda 3 Senapathi 4, Ga.ja?ahana.
p. Saravanabhava 6. Subrahmanya 7. Kartikeya 8. Kumara
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9. Shanmukha 10. Tarakari 11. Senani 12. Brahmasasta 13. Valli-
kalyana 14. Balaswami 15 Krounchabhettha  16. Sikhivahana,

even though twenty four aspects are represented in the works of
Sthapathis throughout South India.

The first chapter in this manuscript gives the contents of this
work enabling the reader to judge the scope of the work. Tt is fairly
exhaustive, meticulously describing the daily rituals in a Kumara
Temple. The structural aspects as well as sculptural details have not
at all been dealt with nor the details of important aspects of
Subrahmanya to be represented in stonec images.  These aspects are

to be taken from books like Sritatvanidhi and othor silpa works as
they are laid down in those books,

There is some confusion in numbering the patalas in the mannus-
cript; wrong numbers being given here and there.  These are however
seventy patalas and the work is complete. The worship of Kumara
it would appear is to be done as laid down in Kumara tantra, otherwiso

tbe result will be disastrous as the verse quoted below from the text
indicates :—

FARTANATTIHACNT 8 77 |
qel GRTTIAOT T4 O T 72704

One Swaminatha seems to have written part of this manuscript.
This work is to be included in Agamas, The 70 patalas are :—

FTARFANTAFANNT T8 a7 |
?aeArgRiA® 97 d@im=ad agr |
LQEAIGEEAET g S gsmvmIatiteg ()
"Xy Tafawt g o8 fekeaaiy aur |
goemt ‘F@o S99 Avswer g amog
agdanfam 1 2@naer g gamg |
Vegraadi w1 U amtasiyaasy |
UmigRE S P arwggmwd aur |
Y anfragmteae @ 1 RmgmA qar
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Short Review on Manuscripts :

MARATHI

Ramayana — KRISHNADAS MUDGAL

There are 9 copies in all of the Ramayana of Krishnadas Mudgal,
in the Saraswathi Mahal Library. They bear the following descriptive
numbers in the Marathi catalogue:— 1114, 1115, 1116, 1117, 1118, 1119,
1120, 1121; and 1122. Six out of the nine copies are incomplete and
only three copies are available with a complete text. ( Nos. 1114, 1115,
and 1116.)

Yuddhakanda alone is available of this author and the other
Kandas are not available in the Saraswathi Mahal. There is however
a mention of Sundarakanda, composed by the same author, as is found

in the following verses, in the introductory portion of the Yuddha
Kanda.

o ffra lenfRY &9 | WA T wiT /I |
WAt FERIT HENS | A AYT GHROLAZ Il 9 |

It is clear from the above as the author elects to confirm, that
his work Yuddhakanda is on the lines of Valmiki and that before
commencement of Yuddhakanda, he completed the Sundarakanda,

It is hard to prefer any explanation as to the non-availability
of the other kandas of Krishnadas Mudgal, while not less than nine
copies of Yuddhakanda are available in the Saraswathi Mahal Library,

Sri Krishnadas Mudgal lived during the first half of the 16th
century at & town called Paithah in the Maharashtra country. ‘

The author was a contemporary poet to Eknath Kavi who has
also written Ramayana in Marathi.

In its main theme, the Yuddhakanda of Mudgal, follows Srimad
Ramayana of Valmiki, as often asserted by the author, yet the author
has included portions of Ramayana, other than Valmiki’s; of course
they enhance the beauty of the work.

Areary afeaat | A RS S wwdt )
a;ga‘:mni&aﬁwhﬁmﬁmﬁwwﬂlwnﬁmﬁ@mn.
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a8 qifeadr aTA A | TN I FI FIATET AN
AR A7 FAT T | & 0§ [TBT U Yo )

qft sEga A AU | e NiFT 70" 794t )
& 7 qreEat Aot | wfFar e SR[EY 1w

Thus the author justifies the inclusion of Sulochana’s story in his
work, stating that Vyasa's works are equally comparable to Valmiki’s
and that the self immolation of Sulochana, the wife of Indrajit,
though not found in Valmiki Ramayana is based on the version of Agni
Purana. He enjoins the views in the Sanskrit line mramifr sRFeat
and that in one of these, Valmiki could have probably dea!t with
Sulochana’s incident.

The (Krishnadas Mudgal’s) Yuddhakanda is quite elegant g
its style. The study of nature and the close observation of minute
details and the ease and grace with which the author vividly depicts,
every aspect of nature’s beauty either be subjective or objective, makes
the work quite distinctive and places it amongst the classical works in
Marathi.

- eerRrgat A ol | R o waE Wl acofy
FY JIHOT AN ) W@ IZ N9 |

In these ovis the author declares, that the Yuddhakanda is like
the pendant in a string of diamonds, matchelessly magnificent, on
account of its resplendent poetic beauty. These lines may be
interpreted to suggest that it prefers an explanation of choosing the
last kanda alone for composition by the author. This can though
superficially be accepted, the unmistakable indication of * having
completed Sundara Kanda before starting the Yuddhakanda as
purported in ovi No. 6, cannot be easily overlooked. [t is contended
that the author praises the Yuddhakanda as ‘far excellent’ due to
reasons which have not been detailed except that it is full 'of wsthetio

In the ovis following, the author traces the course of narration
of Ramayana from one person to other; great sages heard this from
Valmiki, -The same was narrated by Sankara to ‘God®ii ‘in Kailas.



Marathi 3

Brahma told this to Narada. In the nether world Vasuki learnt this.
This story of Rama is spread on earth by virtuous people.

TR RATITC 9 | g awhs Ao qead )
&Ry o Mba Iamf | w3l amg o i

TR 9% AT FIF ) Jfr qrg aftag qrar |

RTST TIAwAT Javes) | s wa qiafa iR
( Prasang 1-9 ; Yuddhakanda)

With this the first chapter comes to a clogse. These lines are
found in Yuddhakanda. The appreciation made by the author, of
Yuddhakanda is quite appropriate in the context. The praise of the
glory of Ramayana in its entirety, had it been at the last chapter,
—since this was the end of the original theme—could have suited there
in the order of its place. Whatever be the reason for the purpose of
‘mentioning the completion of Sundarakanda in ovi 7 (Pr. 1) the same
can be assigned to the anochronic praise in ovis of the 9th, 12th, 21st
and 47th prasangas given below. The simp'e and logical reasoning is,
the other kandas, viz , Bala, Ayodhya, Aranya and Kishkindha Kandas
were also composed by IKrishnadas Mudgal. If the glory of the
Ramajyana (in full and not in parts) in the view of Krishnadas Mudgal
were so lofty, why he should stop with Sundara Kanda and Yuddha-
kanda? Neither the tradition supported the isolated selection, nor
his contemporaries or the predecessor poets, narrated a single kanda
alone of this great epic, though some anecdotes and interesting portions
of Ramayana have been retold, by a few writers in prose or poetry,
with the only exception of Samartha Ramadoss; but his composition
is proovenly of a later period.

In the opening lines of the 21st Canto, g&w —

“qeg § BT Uag TR | ARt arfiasy ava)
T FYT THT SN F% T TR A 0 L0

wa fRsg arcaar eeft | A5y 39 o e et
gRFar fax aeft | gat e a0

TTITTY AT FAX | T TEARIRY F9 3 |
TITAETT T FRS A | AT -wEg AT ) 20
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Opening lines of the 9th g —
STAE TR |

TATEW wrEtar | i & F@rzETar
TARIET affearcEar sur sraar e

AT a1 Har TN WNF | R X AT Worwy
& Qg o s & | qwoEd ¥ 3y

Ovi 1II of Prasang 12—

Ny o1 sRwwERg SR gy sy
aft sRwefr gawrg qryar @by o 1 )

At the end of Prasang 47 —
TR Ty TR TR | A i wew wor ) AR OF 1w |

A good number of verses can thus be selected to illustrate the
esteem &and reverence possessed by the author to Ramayana, as a
whole. In this work, the Ramayana in its entirety i extolled, more
often than the Yuddhakanda. There are occasions, where this Kanda
alone has beenpraised, but comparatively, the praise of Ramayana in
full, occurs in many places. Thus these lines though not directly
claim the composition of the entire Ramayana, by Krishnadas Mudgal,
yet indirectly offer a clue that the author did not contend with
Sundara and Yuddhakanda, but in fact wrote the other kandas also.
What is suggested is based on certain vague grounds. Tt is for scholars

to form a definite conclusion and search for other kandas in all
probable avenues.

Raja Serfoji the IL, who reigned Tanjore during the years
1798—1832, took a pilgrimage to the north and he brought this copy
of Yuddhakanda bearing No. 1114, in the descriptive catalogue, and
preserved in the Marathi section of the Library. The fly leaf, cox;tains
in Marathi this statement.

“ & geas st Tl ot o
i e TS o arey ateat) srrda w

A few excerpts from

_ the poem is given ag examples for their
charm and elegance ;:— '



Marathi B

¥ &t A § RaArE | wHIT €77 TR |
sq N7 qAQ arar | fFd PEny g

B BT T AT | IAY AT FTA
TG TR XX AEA | IFI AN GF N (<0

Wi gAY TS 3 goa A my @
WIS °F X HT7 | FIX AT FRHAN QN Prasang-1

e agx 7O o | witgd R sy Fifcdy mwa
mnfy a1 %ot den gl g | wfw qgArn x4 1 Prasang-33

These 80 Prasangas were delivered in the form of discourses
before a learned and enlightened audience. Short but forcible in its
verbacity, the ovi was the most convenient metre to be employed
in a work which was to delight and teach the common man as well
as the dellitante audience. Almost at the end of each Prasanga,
Krishnadas Mudgal has codiciled his name to denote the author of the
work which is a very common style of the ancient Indian poets. The
ocodicil is called the Mudra or sea! of the author, and with the Mudra
he has never omitted to mention a request for rapt attention, or
information as to the termination of a Prasang or some time,
announcing, the theme of the following Prasanga. This allalong
mention of the audience and a special appeal at the end of the 16th
Prasang, lends support to this view that the work was read or narrated
vocally in front of an assembly of hearers.

WfETY AT T AN | FN 6 TILLTA AT
a9 fawreal gy | @ik megreE |

e gaaafa ofore | afvzam wat 3
AIA T AR | T& QT AT N 2o v

T ¥ /T AR =g | afarai w7 &Y w0 =1 ST |
S g sgFre FAT qrE = wrer i o

The poet is compared to a tree, which will blossom, only when
nurtured by the kind water of patronage, of the hospitable admirers,
The flower of literature will spread its fragrant aroma all around.
The enlightened lover of the poetry will swarm like bees to drench
the ambrosiac flow of poetry, In the event of lack of patronage of the
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learned audience, futile will be the endeavour of the poet, even as the

enchanting beauty of a charming maiden is wasted in the company
of impotent being.

Probably on some days the number of audience which used to
gather, dwindled and that was the reason for the urgent need for the

clarion call. These verses clearly confirm that Sri Krishnadas
Mudgal’s works were delivered in the form of lectures.

The nomenclature of the chapters as Prasang—a tatsama of the
Sansknt word s&w can well offer also explanation for the above
view. (agg: @m = a2gmw) The classification of the chapters does

not strictly follow the division of Valmiki Ramayana, or any other
‘Ramayana of standard repute.

Orthography of these text is not satisfactory which may be
due to the scribe, as the manuscript contains varieties of writings,
whlch denote that many people wrote the copy.

SVANAND.,



Great Minds Think Alike

TIRUVACHAKAM.

His various embodiments.

Grass was I, shrub was I worm, tree

Full many a kind of beast, bird, snake,

Some, man, and demon. ‘Midst Thy hosts [ Served.
The form of mighty Asuras ascetics, gods I bore
Within these immobile and mobile forms of life,

In every Species born, weary I've grown, great Lord!

He found the Master.

Truly, seeing Thy golden feet this day, I’'ve gained release.

O Truth! as the Ongaram dwelling in my soul,

That I may ‘scape. O spotless One! O Master of the bull!

Lord of the Vedas! Rising, sinking, spreading, subtile One!

Thou are the heat! and Thou the cold! the Master Thou,
O spotless One '.

Thou Cam’st in grace, that all things false might flee,
True Wisdom, gleaming bright in splendour true,

To me, void of all wisdom, blissful Lord!

O Wisdom fair, causing unwisdom’s self to flee far off !

— @G U. Pope's translation.
JALAL-UD-DIN-RUMI — Persian Poet.
12th Century.

¢¢ I died from mineral and plant became ;
Died from the plant, and took a sentient frame ;
Died from beast, and donned a human dress ;
When by my dying did I e’er grow less?
Another time from manhood I must die
To soar with angel-pinions through the sky
As angel also must I fade away,
Since everything shall perish save his Day
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Let me Naught ! For all things so proclaim
That ¢ unto Him do we return again’ >’
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MODERN SCIENCE HAS ANCIENT ROOTS

By
ROBERT STEVEN

Two ancient theories on hailstorms are being used to show that
modern science has its roots in antiquity.

This seeming truism is forcefully stated by two U. S. professors
who feel it necessary to challenge the widely-held view that seience is a
product of the modern era

Ancient scientific activity was similar to modern science in every
significant respect, say Professors Daniel E. Gershenson and Daniel A.
Greenberg, of Columbia University (New York).

Writing in the Columbia University Forum, & journal of fact and
opinion, they argue against the idea that science was born in the
modern era, ““not only because it is one more manifestation of modern
man’s detachment from the past —embracing all the dangers inherent
in a lach of historical perspective —but also because there is not &
shred of truth in it ”.

Professor Gershenson teaches classical literature and Professor
Greenberg the history of science.

They describe two conflicting theories of summer hailstorms
developed in Greece in the fourth and fifth centuries before Christ in
order to demonstrate the antiquity of the scientific method.

The opposing scientists were Anaxagoras, the teacher of Pericles,
whose main work was probably done at Athens in the mid-fifth
century B. C., and aristotle, who worked in the same city a century
later. The views of the two men are preserved in the earliest known '
textbook on meteorology, probably written by Aristotle.

Anaxagoras theorized that when the intense summer heat near the
earth’s surface rises, it can carry clouds high into the freering parta



2 The Journal of the Tanjore Sarasvati Mahal Library

of the atmosphere. As a result, the water in the clouds freezes and
falls as hail.

A century later, Aristotle did some careful experimenting and
thinking. He refuted Anaxagoras on the grounds that summer
hailstorms were usually low-altitude phenomena and seldom occurred
on mountain tops as one might expect from the earlier theory.
Aristotle also noted that hailstones were usually large and irregular
whereas they would be worn smooth and small if they had fallen
from great heights as Anaxagoras suggested.

Anaxagoras had concluded that hail was formed when clouds
rose. Aristotle, on the other hand, wrote:

«Now, we know from experience that heat and cold surround
one another in layers, for below the surface of the earth it is cold
in the summer. and warm in the winter.” By analogy, he concluded
that hailstorms resulted when clouds descended into warm air.

Whose theory was correct ? According to professors Gershenson
and Greenberg, Anaxagoras’ seems closer to the modern concept. It is
thought now, they say, that water droplets are carried up inside
clouds, freeze, fall, are carried up again by updrafts, take on more
water and freeze again, and continue the cycle until they become
heavy enough to fall out of the clouds of hail.

While Anaxagoras’ theory is better on the surface, the Columbia
professors point out, Aristotle uses a better scientific approach, because
he considers more phenomena of hail formation, he treats the subject
in greater detail, and he pays attention to more complicated
relationships.

“There is & great deal of confusion today,” the professors say,
“between soience as a method of investigation and analysis, and"
science as a body of true statements about nature. Insofar as the
second notion is valid, the ancient and medieval worlds lacked soience
almost entirely. But, so too does the modern world ! Very little that
Galileo, Newton, Faraday, Maxwell or Planck had to say is currently
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held to be ‘true,’ and few scientists alive today would seriously
maintain that what they have to say will be considered ‘true’ a

century from now.

“Tt is only insofar as science is understood to embody a mode of
thought, an approach, that we can justly call any one in our midst a
‘gcientist’; and in this sense, the scientist of today is the direct

guccessor his ancient forbears.”

Professors Gershenson and Greenberg say mankind today
considers each advance a break with the past. “Whether in the
domain of art, government, religion, ethics, or science, we seem almost
desperate to convince ourselves that we have fashioned something new,
something better than the results of the combined «fforts of our

ancestors.”

We would do better, they say, to think of ourselves as the
bearers of a long tradition tha,n as the creators of a new one.

“In science, as in so much else,” they say, “ we are building on
the wisdom of the past.”
A B-12345
112364
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FROM OUR VISITOR’S BOOK.

1. The Library contains mines of ancient lore, It covers many
a faces of ancient and Life. Here is a great field for many
many research workers.

D. V, CHAVAN,
6—10—61 Minister of Maharashtra.

9. Tascinating! (Wish I could spent years here!) Thank you
very much indeed.

P. V. RATNAM,

11—11—61 Gudon, Woodcoffe & Co., ( M) Lid.,
Madras.

3. The Sanskrit scholars engaged in preparing correct copies
for printing these works are very learned and capable, and I wish
Government of India and the State Government could assist the
management to pay the scholars at least a decent remuneration.

AMARNATH VIDYALANGAR, M. P,
13—7—63.

4. The name of Thanjavur was known but not the actual joy of
geeing it. The experience through which I passed while going round the
library was unique. This is store house of materials that should inspire
every one who loves, history but particularly those who are interested
in research.

A. M. JOSHI,
17—8—63 Chairman, Praja Socialist Party.

5. A visit to Saraswathi Mahal Library is a ‘must’ for those
intellectuals who want to unearth the hidden treasures that lie buried
in the volumes,

MUSEGAL,

Deputy Minister of Labour and Employment,
New Delhi.



From Our Visitor’s Book b

6. I have been greatly impressed by all that I have seen in the
Library and by the valuable work that is being done by research
scholars. Serfoji must have been a remarkable man judging by his
versatile interest. ,

B. K. KAPUR,
17—9—61 Indian High Commissianer in Ceylon.

7. After having seen s0 many wonders in written and painted
world, T feel a little more ignorant than before. Well, humility is one
of the most precious lessons India has taught me and I am very
greateful for it to all the ¢ Gurus ’ met on my way.

J. H. MICHON,
Translator World Health Organization,
Geneva, Switzerlard.

8. A very instructive and exciting visit. The collection is
unique and well presented. I look forward to many more visits to the
wonderful Library and spend more time. It has been indeed a matter
of great pleasure to have been here.

: R. N. SHUKLA, 1. R. 8.

99 —8—64 Central Ezxcise, & Customs,
Trichirapalli.

9. I leave this magnificient house of learning with considerable
regret, as, for want of time, I have not been able to derive any benefit
from the huge lore that lies embeded here. The efforts of the Library
management to make all this old knowledge available to the common
man is very creditable. I wish them all success in this.

BHREEMASENASACHAR,
14—2—62 Gorernor of Andhra Pradesh.

10. I had the opportunity of paying a visit to the Library and
I am greatly impressed with the valuable work that is being dome.
The subject of work is so vast and important that I feel that more
support and encouragement should be given to the useful work that is
being done, I saw a number of palm leaf manuscripts stored in
almirahs, which have not yet been touched or translated, the obvious
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reacon being want of funds. I am very much distressed to hear of this.
Old and ancient manuscripts on cudgeon leaves would be lost by
age and unless reproduced in print are likely to fall to bits More space
and more finance would achieve useful results I need not stress more
on the benign Madras Government and other enlightened bodies who
are interested in preserving and furthering knowledge.

C. SaxsEEVA RA0 NarpU,
1st Oct 1964 Judge, High Court of Assam and Nagaland.

11. I had the pleasure of visiting the Saraswathi Mahal Library
this morning and I was struck at the wonderful and interesting
manuscript collections of some of our ancient works in several
languages displayed there. These rare literary works, I was happy
to find, were carefully preserved and well arranged and maintained,
and the premises are kept very neat and clean. Those who are .
in charge of Library seem to take keen interest in looking after these
valuable collections of manuscripts and I am quite sure the Library

will prove very useful in the persuit of research work also in our ancient
literature.

The late Serfoji Maharajah appears to have been a great patron
of art and learning and it is the duty of everyone to preserve the rich
and ancient heritage.

BISHNURAM MEDHI,

July 5, 1959. Governor of Madras.

12. Visited this famous library to-day. Enlightened rulers have
done a great service to the cause of learning by these collections.

Y. B. CHAVAN,

3—10~61 Chief Minister of Maharashira.

13. A most interesting collection; the illuminated manuscripts

are especially interesting. There is material here for life time’s
research and more.

J. R. MARR,
Lecturer in Tamil, 8. O. A. 8. University of London
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