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The inner life, perhaps, is not what we deem it to
be. There are as many kinds of inner lives as there
are of external lives, Into these tranquil regions the
gmallest may enter as readily as he who is greatest,
for the gate that leads thither is not always the gate
of the intellect. It often may happen that the man
of vast knowledge shall knock at this gate in vain,
reply being made from within by the man who knows
nothing. The inner life that is surest, most lasting,
possessed of the uttermost beauty, must needs be the
one that consciousness slowly erects in itself, with the
aid of all that is purest in the soul. And he is wise
who has learned that this life should be nourished on
every event of the day: he to whom deceit or betrayal
gorves but to enhance his wisdom: he in whom evil
itself becomes fuel far the flame of love. He is wise
who at last sees in suffering only the light that it sheds
on his soul; and whose eyes never rest on the shadow
it casts upon those who have sent it towards him. And
wiser still is the man to whom sorrow and joy not
only bring increase of consciousness, but also the
knowledge that something exists superior to conscious-
ness even. To have reached this point is to reach the
summit of inward life, whence at last we look down
on the flames whose light has helped our ascent. But
not many can climb so high; and happiness may be
achieved in the ardent valley below, where the flames
spring darkly to life. And there are existences. still
more obscure which yet have their places of refuge.
There are some that instinctively fashion inward lives
for themselves. There are some that, bereft of initia-
tive or of intelligence, never discover the path that
leads into themselves, ‘and are never aware of all that
their refuge contains: and yet will their actions be
wholly the same as the actions of those whose intel-

lect weighs every treasure. There are some who desire
only good, though they know not wherefore they
desire it, and have no suspicion that goodness is the
one fixed star of loftiest consciousness, The inner life
begins when the soul becomes good, and pot when the
intellect ripens. It is somewhat strange that this inner
life can never be formed out of evil. No inner life is
for him whose soul is bereft of all nobleness. He may
have full knowledge of self; he may know, it may be,
wherefore he shuns goodness; and yet shall he seek in
vain for the refuge, the strength, the treasure of invisi-
ble gladness, that form the possessions of him who can
fearlessly enter his heart. For the inward life is built
up of & certain rejoicing of soul; and the soul can
never be happy if it possess not, and love not, some-
thing that is pure. It my perhaps err in its choice,
but then even will it be happier than the soul fo
which it has never besn given to choose.

And thus are we truly saving a man if we bring it
about that he loves evil somewhat less then he loved
it before; for we are helping that man to construct,
deep down in his soul, the refuge whereagainst destiny
shall brandish her weapons in vain. This refuge is
the monument of consciousness, or, it may be, of
love; for love is nothing but consciousness, still vague-
ly in search of itself; and veritable conscousness is no-
thing but love that at last has emerged from the
shadow. And it is in the deepest recess of this refuge
that the soul shall kindle the wondrous fire of her joy.
And this joy of the soul is like unto no other joy; and
even as maferial fire will chase away deadly disease
from the earth, so will the joy of the soul scatter sor-
row that malevolent destiny brings. It arises not
from exterior happiness; it arises not from satisfied
self-love; for the joy that self-love procures becomes
nobler, but the joy of pure love increases as nobility
comes fo the soul. Nor is this joy born of pride; for
to be able to smile at its beauty is not enough to
bring joy to the soul. The soul that has sought in
itself has the right to know of its beauty too much,
to become over-conscious thereof, were perhaps to
detract somewhat from the uncousciousness of its love.
The joy that I speak of takes not from love what it
adds unto consciousness; for in this joy, and in this
joy alone, do consciousness and love become one, fee-
ding each on the other, each gaining from that which
it gives. The striving intellect may well know happi-
ness beyond the reach of the satisfied body; but the
soul that grows nobler has joys that are often denied
to the striving intellect. These two will often unite
and labour togethar at building the house within, But
still it will happen at times that both work apart, and
widely different then are the structures each wil)
erect. And were this to be so, and the being'I loved
best of all in the world came and asked me which he
should choose—which refuge I held to be most unat-
tackable, sweetest, profoundest—I would surely a.dvi§e
him to shelter his destiny in the refuge of the soul
that grows nobler.
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NATIONAL
" INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.
2 Head Office :
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
- 7, Council House Street, Calcutta.

New Policies Issued in 1931
for over

> . .
Showing an increase over
the New Business figure

Rs. 1,32,33,000

for 1930 of 16.54 %
] Claims paid up to end of
1931 over Rs. 90,00,000
Invested Funds amount to over Rs. 1,75,00,000
LOW RATES LIBERAL CONDITIONS
J " NEW TABLES NEW BENEFITS

For particulars & Agencies please write to:—

The Branch Secretary,
Madras Branch,

113, Armenian Street,
Madras.

FIRE & ACCIDENT RISKS
covered by
NATIONAL FIRE
AND
GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY Ltd.,
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta.

The Branch Secretary,

:
w

R. G. DAS & Co.,

Managers.

0= 0000 @ 0 o0 0 0 6 0 0 ey 0 0 2= D 0 Oy 0 0 Cmm=3
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Madras Branch, R. G. DAS & Co.,
113, Armenian Street Managers.
U Madras.
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