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“It may with safety be assumed that, when
many millions of intelligent people practise certain
customs for thousands of years, there must be some-
thing in those customs to redeem them from the
charge of folly or ecriminality. This should be frankly
admitted in the case of the Hindus, who have been
not inappropriately called by Prof. Max Muller, ‘a
nation of philosophers.” It is certain that the whole
religious and social system of the Hindus is the out-
come of centuries of profound thought and carefully
recorded experience. Whatever we English people
may be able to teach them in mechanical arts and in
experimental science, we have very little, if anything,
to teach them in matters of social philosophy. Every-
thing tending to the peace and well-being of society,
and the safe and enduring principles regulating the
united and harmonious action of the various classes of
a people, has been long since reduced, by the Hindus,
to well-ordered rules, deduced from the unchanging

facts of Nature. Hindu social science is perfect as a
system, any interference with it involving the recon-
struction of the whole. It is built on a long obsery-
ance of mnatural laws, and on careful utilization of
those laws for securing general content and the great-
est happiness of the greatest number. The Hindus
have, in fact, solved the great social problem ages
ago; and any introduction among them of our crude
ideas can only result in migchief, and tend to bring the
Hindus into the same chaotic scramble of antogonistic
interests, which is the characteristic of our own dis-
graceful social muddle. “ Physician, heal thyself,”
would be a justly deserved sarcasm, if uttered by a
Hindu. In all social matters, the English are far
more fitted to sit at the feet of the Hindus and learn
as disciples than to attempt to become masters.

*“ An early marriage ceremony cannot be stopped
without destroying pareutal control. In Englind, we
are prepared to think it a shocking thing that parents
should give their children in marriage to whomsoever
they please. Our feelings are due to our own habits
and nothing more: for opinion on all social matters
is due to education and association. In India the
parental choice is regarded as necessary, and as a grave
responsibility , a father will hamper his future life
with pecuniary liabilities in order to secure a suitable
husband for his daughter.  This is sufficient to show
that marriage is not, in India the frivolous thing it
has become in the West. By the Hindu system every
girl has a natural guardian, who is solemnly bound to
see her properly married, at any expenditure or trou-
ble and money. Of course the advantage is purchased
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by the surrender of the children’s choice ; but is self-
choice an advantage at all? No man, woman or
child in India expects the parties to choose, and,
therefore. they have no sense of the loss of privilege.
On the contrary, a girl without a guardian to choose
for her, is held to be in a pitiable condition.

The absence of self-choice in India obviates the flut-
tering uncertainty under which English girls live; it
imparts to marriage a sense of destiny which has a
beneficial effect on the after life. A boy and girl in
India grow upin the knowledge that they are destined
for each other ; they know that heir lives have to be
passed together : and from their earliest years they
learn to adapt themselves to their future condition. I
is universally admitted that compromise and conces-
sion form the solid basis of matrimonial happiness and
the sense of destiny imparted by early marriage power-
fully promotes a spirit of compromise. We must also
understand that the Hindu marriage contract is invio-
lable, and the course of life is inevitable; the minds
of the parties are thus in the proper frame for making
the best of things. These wise provisions have stood
the test of centuries, and by their results continue to
proclaim their excellence. All parties are urited in opi-
nion that Hindu married life is an exceptionally happy
state. No ‘‘ reformer,” however hysterical, has ever
ventured to assert that Hindu marriages are other than
happy; and this is the clearest proof of the excell-
ence of the system, and the severest condemnation of
those who are seeking to unsettle it.

“ Contrast this sober-minded process with the
haphazard and objectionable customs of England. It
is notorious that an Fnglish girl decorates herself,
and practises arts and witcheries, in order to attract
notice. She does this at a time of life when fully
conscious of what she is doing; and she is compelled
by custom to forfeit more or less of her natural
reserve and restraint in order to secure a husband.
The process, as is well known, is favoured by parents
who spend their efforts in placing their daughters
where young men are likely to be caught. I need
not pursue the details ; the whole process is too well
known to be dwelt on. Nothing but education and
agsociation could reconcile a civilised race to such
customs which end in the union of two people who
have to learn after marriage to adapt themselves to
each other, at a time of life when the habits have
become settled.

“The unpromising prelude to an English marriage
is too often confirmed by its after-effects. The fri-
volous tone of mind produced by the process of win-
ning a husband develops into a relish for love-making,
and women, in too many cases, hanker for a continu-
ance of the excitement and pleasure—a hankering
which often ends in the Divoree Court. Will any
one dare to say that I am giving an untrue, or even
an exaggerated account of the so-called marriage
“ gystem "’ of this country ? Our novelists do not
draw on their imagination when they make these
practices the constant theme of their tales. I am
merely stating what is simply notorious, what every-
body’s common experience will corroborate, what is
the standing jest of our comic journals, and the
melancholy record of our daily newspapers. These
are the habits which we are asking the Hindus to ac-
cept in place of their own modest and well-ordered
gystem. While such practices obtain as those in

vogue here, the Divorce Court must continue busy,
conjugal happiness must remain an exceptional occur-
rence, and the spirit of unrest and disposition to cri-
ticise fostered by self choice must coutinue to render
marriage a hazardous enterprise. No Hindu will ever
dream of abandoning the infant-marriage cercs <y
with the dispassionate sobriety and sacred responsi-
bility of parental choice, when he knows that its
abandonment will entail all the incidents of courtship
and the attendant evils to which I have only alluded.

“Another accusation of ¢ reformers” is that Hindu
women are degraded by the marriage laws of their
country. How is such an accusation reconcilable
with the universal testimony of people familiar with
Indian life, that Hindu women are conspicuous for
their gentleness and modesty, domesticity and lova-
ble characteristics. The pushing freedom of many
English girls is unknown in India ; you never find
Indian women thrusting themselves into dubious social
qucstions. No one in India ever saw women elbow-
ing their way through men, in a struggle for noto-
riety and self-assertion. Judgcd by results, the Eng-
lish practices stand condemned, for they have really
degraded women ; while the Hindu system has pre-
served all that is womanly, unselfish, and pure. Whe-
ther we look high or low, we see that woman has losf
her balances in England ; she is no longer the help-
matbe and friend of man, she is rather his rival, if not
his antagonist  India isstill entirely free from this
ovil state, because the infant marriage ceremony secu-
res for every girl there (methodically and modestly) a
husband to protect and provide for her. She has
(without practising wiles) at least one chance in life,
of which nothing but the accident of death can de-
prive her. An early marriage ceremony necessarily
involves the chance of early husband-death ; but even
that accident has been carefully provided for by the
Hindu law-givers, so that no Hindu girl need pass her
life without the affectionate cares of maternity.
(Manu, ix, 59, 60, 69, 70).

“It is not pleasing to contrast the Indian basis of
all the present excitement with the state of things in
England. In the country we are seeking to * reform”
only two cases of improper action towards girls have
been brought to light, in a period of twenty-eight
years, among a population of two hundred millions
and upwards. Other cases have been imagined in
consequence of these two known instances : bub it is
extremely doubtfu! whether any great number of such
cases could have occurred without detection for phy-
siological ~reasons. Contrast this almost pure
record with Mr. Me. Laren’s Parliamentary Returns
Yor eloven of the principal towns in England, con-
taining about twelve million inhabitants. In the
Return we find, in 1889 alone, no less than 26 cases
of criminal action towards girls under thirteen occur-
ring in those places. Nor is this the worst ; for there
were also 64 convictions for assault with intent to
ravish, 45 of which oceurred in ILondon, the centre
of enlightenment. Two cases in 28 years in the
whole continent of India against 90 cases in one year
in a portion of England! Do these figures combined
with those of the Divorce Court, assist us to preach
morality to the Hindus ?

“There are no words strong enough to express
the general danger and degradation of the manners of
mob courtship, which have become the fashion,
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almost the law, in modern times, when in a miserable
confusion of candle light, moonlight, and limelight—
and anything but daylight—in indecently attractive
and insanely expensive dresses, in gnatched moments,
in hidden corners, in accidental impulses and digmal
ignorances, young people smirk and ogle and whisper
and whimper and sneak and stumble and flutter and

fumble and slunder into what they call love, expect
to get whate ver they like the moment they faney if,
and are con inually in danger of losing all the honour
of life for a folly and all the joy of it by an
accident.” By
FREDERICK PINCOTT
—The Federated India.
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NATIONAL
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.
Head Office :
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,

+ 7, Council House Street, Calcutta.

New Policies Issued in 1931
for over

Showing an increase over
the New Business figure
for 1930 of

|
|
|
|
|
|

o= 00000

Rs. 1,32,33,000

16.54 %

1931 over
Invested Funds amount to over

Rs.

90,00,000
Rs. 1,75,00,000
LOW RATES

NEW TABLES

For particulars & Agencies please write to:—

LIBERAL CONDITIONS
NEW BENEFITS

The Branch Secretary,
R. G. DAS & Co.,

Managers.

!
§
Madras Branch, H
113, Armenian Street, S
Madras. “

FIRE & ACCIDENT RISKS L

covered by f

NATIONAL FIRE [

AND u

GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY Ltd.,i

NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta.

The Branch Secretary,

Madras Branch, R. G. DAS & Co., |
118, Armenian Street, OF Managers. 8
Madras.
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