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Why is my soul subjected to my senses, and impri-
soned in this body by which it is enslaved and
thwarted ? I know not; have I entered into the
counsels of the Almighty ? But I may without rash-
ness, venture on a modest conjecture. I say to my-
self : If man’s soul had remained in a state of free-
dom and innocence, what merit would there have
been in loving and obeying the order he found
established, an order which it would not have been
to his advantage to disturb ? He would be happy, no
doubt, but his happiness would not attain to the
highest point, the pride of virtue, and the witness of
a good conscience within him; he would be but as
the angels are, and no doubt the good man will be
more than they. Bound to a mortal body, by bonds
as strange as they are powerful, his care for the pre-
gervation of this body tempts the soul to think only
of self, and gives it an interest opposed to the general
order of things, which it is still capable of knowing and
loving ; then it is that the right use of his freedom
becomes at once the merit and the reward ; then it is
that it prepares for itself unending happiness, by re-
sisting its earthly passions and following its original
direction.

If even in the lowly position in which we are
placed during our present life our first impulses are
always good, if all our vices are of our own making,
why should we complain that they are our masters ?
Why should we blame the Creator for the ills we have
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ourselves created, and the enemies we ourselves have
armed against us? Oh, let us leave man unspoiit; he
will alwavs find it easy to be good and and he will al-
ways be happy without remorse. The guilty, who as-
sert that they are driven to crime, are liars as well as
evil-doers ; how is it that they fail to perceive thab
the weakness they bewail is of their own making; that
their earliest depravity was the result of their own
will ; that by dint of wishing to yield to temptations,
they at length yield to them whether they will or no
and make them irresistible ? No doubt they can no
longer avoid being weak and wicked, but they need
not have hecome weak and wicked. Oh, how easy
would it be to preserve control of ourselves and of
our passions, even in this life, if with habits still un-
formed, with a mind beginning to expand, we were
able to keep to such things as we ought to know, in
order to value rightly what is unknown ; if we really
wished to learn, not that we might shine before the
eyes of others, but that we might be wise and good in
accordance with our nature, that we might be happy
in the performance of our duty. This study seems
tedious and painful to us, for we do not attempt it
till we are already. corrupted by vice and enslaved by
our passions. Our judgments and our standards of
worth are determined before we have the knowledge
of good and evil; and then we measure all things
by this false standard, and give nothing its true
worth.

To raise myself 8o far as may be even now to this
state of happiness, strength, and freedom, I exercise
myself in lofty contemplation. I consider the order
of the universe, not to explain it by any futile system,
but tio revere it without ceasing, to adore the wise
Author, who reveals himself in it. I hold intercourse
with him; I immerse all wy powers in his divine
essence; I am overwhelmed by his kindness, I bless
him and his gifts, but I do not pray to him. What
should I ask of him—to change the order of nature,o
work miracles on my behalf? Should I, who am
bound to love above all things the order,which he has
established in his wisdom and maintained:by his provi-
dence, should I desire the disturbance of that order
onmy own account? No, that rash prayer would
deserve to be punished rather than to be granted.
Neither do I ask of him the power to do right ; why
should I ask what he has given me already ? Has he
not given me conscience, that I may love the right,
reason, that I may perceiveit, and freedom, that I
may choose it ? If I do evil, I have no excuse; I do
it of my own free will ; to ask him to change my will
is to ask him to do, what he asks of me; it is to wanb
him to do the work, while I geti the wages; to be
dissatisfied with my lot is to wish to be no longer a
man, to wish to be other than what I am, to wish for
disorder and evil. Thou source of justice and truth,
merciful and gracious God, in thee do I trust, and
the desire of my heart is—Thy will ha done. When
I unite my will with thine, I do what thou doest; I
have a share in the goodness ; I believe, that I enjoy
beforehand the supreme happiness, which is the re-
ward of goodness.

In my well-founded self-distrust the only thing that
I ask of God, or rather expect from his justice, is to
correct my error if I go astray, if that error is danger-
ous to me. To be honest I need not think myself
infaliable ; my opinions, which seem to me true may
be so many lies ; for what man is there who does nof
cling to his own beliefs ; and how many men are
agreed in everything? The illusion which deceives
me may indeed have its source in myself, but it is
God alone who can remove it. I have done all I can
to attain to truth; but its source is beyond my reach;
is it my fault if my strength fails me and I can go no
further ; it is for Truth to draw near to me.

*“The novelty of the sentiments you have made
known to me,” said I, ‘‘ strikes me all the more be-
cause of what you confess you do not know, than be-
cause of what you say you believe. They seem to me
very like that theism or natural religion, which Chris-

tians profess to confound with atheism or irreligion
which is their exact opposite. But in the present
state of my faith I should have to ascend rather than
descend to aceept your views, and I find it difficult to
remain just where you are unless I were as wise as
you. That I may be at least as honest, I want time
to take counsel with myself. By your own showing,
the inner voice must be my guide, and. vou have
yourself told me that when it has long been silenced
it cannot be recalled in a moment. I take what you
have said to heart, and I must consider it. If after
I have thought things out, I am as convinced as you
are, you will be my final teacher, and I will be your
disciple till death. Continue your teaching however;
you have only told me half what I must know. Speak
to me of revelation, of the Secriptures, of those diffi-
cult doctrines among which I have strayed ever since
I was a child, incapable either of understanding or be-
lieving them, unable to adopt or reject them."

““Yes, my child,” said he, embracing me, I will tell
you all T think; I will not open my heart to you by
halves ; but the desire you express was necessary be-
fore I could cast aside all reserve. So far I hav®
told you nothing but what I thought would be of ser-
vice to you, nothing but what I was quite convinced
of. The inquiry which remains to be made is very
different. It seems to me full of perplexity, mystery,
and darkness ; I bring to it only doubt and distrust.
I make up my mind with trembling, and I tell you
my doubts rather than my convictions. If your own
opinions were more settled I should hesitate to show
you mine ; but in your present conditions, to think
like me would be gain. Moreover, give to my words
only the authority of reason; I know not whether I am
mistaken. It is difficult in discussion to avoid assum-
ing sometimes a dogmatic tone ; but remember in this
respect, that all my assertions are but reasons to doubt
me. Seek truth for yourself ; for my own part I only
promise you sincerity.

In my exposition you find nothing but natural
religion ; strange that we should need more! How
ghall I become aware of this need ? What guilt can
be mine so long as I serve God according to the
knowledge he has given to my mind, and the feelings
he has put into my heart ? What purity of morals,
what dogma useful to man and worthy of its author,
can I derive from a positive doctrine, which cannot be
derived without the aid of this doctrine by the right
use of my faculties? Show me what you can add to
the duties of the natural law, for the glory of God,
for the good of mankind, and for my own welfare ;
and what virtue you will get from the new from of
religion, which does not result from mine. The
grandest ideas of the Divine nature come to us from
reason only. Bshold the spactacle of nature ; listen
to the inner voice. Has not God spoken it all to our
eyes, to our conscience, to our reason ? What more
can man tell us ? Their revelations do hut degrade
God, by investing him with passions like our own.
Far from throwing light upon the ideas of the
Supreme Being, special doctrines seem to me to con-
fus s these ideas;far from ennobling them, they degrade
thom; to the inconceivable mysteries which, surround
the Almighty, they add absurd contradictions, they
make man proud, intolerant, and cruel; instead of
bringing peacs upon earth, they bring fire and sword,
I ask myself what is the use of it all, and I find no
answer. I seenothing but the crimes of men and the
misery of mankind.

“ They tell me a revelation was required to teach
men how God wouald be served; as a proof of this
they'point to the many strange rites, which men have
instituted, and they do not perceive, that this very
diversity springs from the fanciful nature of the revel-
ations. As soon as the nations took to making God
spaak, every one made him speak in his own fashion,
and made him say what he himself wanted. Had
they listened only o what God says in the heart of
man, there would have been but one religion upon
earth.
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