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DUESTIONNAIRE ON THE REVISION OF THE
CURRICULUM AND SYLLABUS FOR
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN THE MADRAS
STATE

_The Government have appointed a Committee to
zevige the Elementary Sohool Syllabus in the Madras
State in view of the suggestion made by the Parulekar
Co?nmttee with referenoce to the working of the Modi~
fied Scheme of Elementary Education. The Committee
‘will be grestly helped by the suggestions and views of
all interested in the education of children in the State
partioularly those of Teachers” and Parents’ Associa~ .
tions. The views and suggestions may be expressed on
the basis of answering the following questionnaire.
The replies to the questionnaire should reach the
Seoretary of the Committee not later than the 10th
February 1954. 1t is not necessary that all questions
should be answered. Every one may answer questions
which may speocially interest him or her. The following
aspects of the Modified Scheme may be kept in mind
while answering the questions: ,

(1) Reduction of work inside the school to three
hours;

(2) The out-of school programme; and
(3) Shift system.
- QUESTIONNAIRE..

1. -The present syllabus was framed nearly fifteen
gears ago. Since then we have become a free nation.
We have started planning our economic life. Social
changes are taking place through publio opinion and
legislation. Should these be taken note of in revising
the existing currioulum? What are your suggestionst

8. In view of the faot that there are too many
subjects in the Elementary School curriculum, will you
favour the fusion of some of the subjects under broader.
and more comprehensive headings, for example, Civios,
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Nature S¢ody and Geography may be brought under
the *Child’s Environment,” syllabuses in Language and
Arithmetic being framed separately ?

3. Do you prefer an activity-ocenetred ourrionlum
to a subjeot—centred one ?

4. Do you think the present currioulum meets all
the interests and needs of the ohild for his all round
growth and development ? If not, sugges$ changes.

5. 1Is it necessary to have some additional subjects

in the curriculum of Lower Elementary Standards as

tional in some schools for special reasons. If so what
should they be?

6. (a) In acoordance with the modifled scheme of
Elementary Education children will have a large part
of the day to participate in the village life. What will
be your suggestion to integrate schools work with the
experience outside the school?

(5) What is your opinion of the educational
value of suoh out—of-school activities ?

(c) How should the school be enabled to exploit
such experiences for educative purposes ?

7. How will you select the content for each item
of the curriculum so as to contribute to the harmonious.
development of the child’s Personality ?

8. Are you satisfied with the contents of $he ourri-
oulum in our Elementary Bohools Syllabuses? What
items in the different syllabuses are unsuitable ? What
new items would you like to include ? ~

9. What suggestions can you make for the altera-
tions, if any, of the syllabus in language and arithmetio
for achieving greater efficiency in these tool subjcots

10. tmit desirable to lay dowa deflnite etandards
of sttainmens for every olass in every activity in the
ourrionlom ? if 8o offer your suggestions.
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M. Children of the same ago group sre different
in their individual capacities. What provision should
be made to meet such differences ?

12. Tt is a sound educational practice to proceed .
from the “here” and the “now” in the experience of
the child to the “distant” and the “past” in widcning
his knowledge. To what extent do you think the pre-
sent syllabus should be changed to accord with this

view.

13. There is a general feeling that the present
syllabus in Geography is too heavy and there are many:
points in it unrelated to the ohild and his environment.
Do you agree ? If o, how can this be remedied ¥

14. What are the problems that you had to face
in adjusting the present syllabus to accord with looal
needs and conditions ? Suggest solutions.

15. What aspeots of Basio Education Soheme can
be incorporated in the curriculum for the Elementary
Sohools ?

16. Do you think that the following activities oan
be inoluded with advantage in the curriculum of Eleme-
néary Sohools :

(1) Flag Hoisting.

2) Community Prayers.

(3) Pupils Self-Government.

(1) Sanitation Aotivities.

(5) Celebration of Festivals.

(6) Other Cultural and Recreational Programmes.

17. Please offer any other constructive sugges-
sionsfor revising the present Elementary Sohool Syllls-
bus.
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