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1. ‘“‘Maran is he who barters; it is a title
assumed by the Pandya kings on account of
their earliest commercial relationship with the
Egyptians, Chaldeans, ancienl Arabs and other
Western Nations... We may say that this
word Maran has greater connection with the
Hebrew Mara to sell or barter, than with the
Burmese Mran-mar,”

— Prof. M. Srinivasa Iyengar,
Tamil Studies, p. 31.

2. ““Pliny notes that India drained
Roman wealth to the extent of fifty-five million
sesterces (about £ 600,000) every yearin return
for luxuries, which were sold to the consumers
for many times their Indian prices. Petronius,
Seneca and Pliny thundered against the Roman
use of pearls, ivory and muslins and even of
pepper, and blamed the ladies in particular.
LoHia Paulina, the Queen of Gaius, wore pearls
and precious stones, worth forty million sester-
ces. at an ordinary marriage festivity. ero
decked his shoes with pearls. Even Seneca,
the moralist who condemned the luxury of the
age, possessed 500 tables with ivory legs *

— E. H Warmington,
The Commerce beiween the Roman
: Empire and India.
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* “The Kural is the masterpiece of Tamil
literature—~one of the highest and purest ex-
pressions of human thought... That which,
above all, is wonderful in the Kural is the fact
that its author addresses himself, without
regard to castes, peoples or beliefs, to the
whole community of mankind. The fact that
he formulates sovereign morality and absolute
reason ; that he proclaims in their very essence
in their eternal abstractedness virtue and truth;
that he presents, as it were, in one group the
highest laws of domestic and social life ; that
he is equally perfect in thought, in language,
and in poetry, in the austere metaphysical
contemplation of the great mysteries of the
Divine Nature, as in the easy and graceful
analysis of the tenderest emotions of the
human heart.”

— M. Ariel

* “Tiruvasakam depicts in beautiful
hymns the progress of the soul from the
bondage of ignorance and passion into the
liberty of light and love, its first awakening,
its joy ard exaltation, waywardness and des-
pondency, struggle and unrest, the peace and
the joy of union.”

— Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
¢ There are few works in Tamil devotional
literature that compare with, certainly none
that excel the Tiruvasakam, in light and grace,
in lofty feeling and fervid piety, and passionate
tonging for spiritual peace and purity, 'and in
the uplifting faith in divine grace in which the
tiuman soul, tossed about on the stormy bil-
lows of intellectual and moral puzzles, finds a
safe haven of rest.”
_‘Prof. P. Sundaram Piuai, M.A., FAH.S
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~— Ri. Rev. Robert Caldwell.
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