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“ Coined by Joel Spingarn and defined by
John crome Ransom the term ““New criticism”
represents a specifie philosophy of criticism.
The work of art is in jtself an experience. The
criticg, appraisal must not contaminate an under-
standing of ‘the. experience . by wmoral, social,

historical or other irrelevent material. The new
critic considers admission of the history of ideas
or its bearing on a poem either ‘fallaciouvs, or
‘heretical’. The business of criticism must be to
inspect the complexities of the work and architec-
tural relationship between the parts and the whole
experience which is the artifact.”
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« Literary criticism is not a subject of study
in the sense of having corpus knowledge to be
mastered; itis rather,a technique to be learned”
aar@m o A dut.
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“ There are to day many readers of books
but comparitively few critical readers. But among
the readers who would never call themselves
*“ literary critics,” there are many with a critical
disposition; thatis to say they make conscious
choices in their reading, they discuss books with
their friends, they note the differences between
different reviews of the same book and they are
interested in any changes that take place in their
own taste...”
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+¢ But from this to literary criticism seems a
very big jump. It seems to involve something
professional and to demand an apparatus of
scholarship that they cannot hope to possess.Now
I do not think this is true, at any rate in the
sénse wbich readers fear it......
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“Tam not suggestiug tobe a rrasonably
good critic of literature'is easy or can be achicved
without conscious training. That is decidedly not
true. But in what does that training consist?...’
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“There is no purely aesthetic standard in
literary crlticism or if you prefer it, the aesthetic
judgment is formed not only upon aesthetic con-
tentand ade quacy of expression buwt upon im-
portance of mature and depth of insight
as well,—
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“Literary criticism may simply seek a to in-
crease appreciation on the header’s part by any
one of the great variety of methods ranging
from objective demonstration of cegtain q1_1ah-
ties to impressionistic {or even autobiogrophicaly
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i‘ﬂveiation of how the work affects the critic. The’

critic’s activity may then be psychological, onto-
loglcal funcional, normative, descriptive or appre-
ciative.Each of these activities has itsplace and its
usefulness and the many questions involved can
be and have been asked in many different ways.”
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