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PREFACE

—_—

Sivajnana Deepam, a Tamil work in verses,
is a standard text of the Veerasaiva School of
Saivism of the South. It may be remembered
that the mighty Vijayanagar Empire had its
foundations laid by the spirit and philosophy of
this school. The Administrative Committee of
the Sarasvati Mahal Library proposed to publish
this book with a clear commentary and entrusted
this work to Vidvan, Thiru Adigalasiriyar, a
a worthy scholar and head of a Veerasaiva Mutt,
who has fulfilled the expectations of the
Administrative Committee by properly editing the
work with appropriate introductions. clean
commentary and a useful index. We hope this
book will become more popular and reach a wider
public on account of the edition. This publication
is based on two manuscripts preserved in this
Library bearing the numbers M. 597 and M, 75%.

We are thankful to the Government of Tamil
Nadu for enabling us to publish this work with
their grant, to Vidvan Thiru Adigalasiriyar for
his scholarly editorship, and to the Cauvery
Colour Press, Kumbakonam, for their neat
execution of the printing of the work.

' N. KANDASWAMLI,
Than]avur, Honorary Secretiry.
5—1—1970 - T. M.S.S. M. LIBRAR/,



AN APPEAL

—mt eprdape ——

Manuscripts on Palm Leaf or Paper of the ancient
works of thé wise men of the past, are the great treasures,
solely inherited by the Nation and it is the moral
obligation of persons who possess them to preserve them
safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession or
you know friends or neighbours who possess them. You
can make a great contribution to the cause of the preser-
vation not only of our National  Culture but also to the
Culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to present
sneh mnuscripts to the famous T. M. S. 8. M, Library,
Thanjavar. )

The manuscripts so presented will be accepted and
acknowledged with pleasure and gratitude by the authorities
of the Library, preserved with meticulous care and made
available to successive generations of readers and scholars
for study and rescarch. The hitherto unpublished works
found among them, will be printed and published in due
course, as facilities occur, with the expression of the
Library’s gratitude for your gift.

The great Scholar-King of Tapjore, Rajah Serfoji, has
attained’immortal fame by dedicating enormous time and
wealth_to the expansion “and firm establishment of this
world-famous ‘Sarasvati Mahal Library.” It is open to
you to share the honour of Serfoji, ni your own measure
by contributing your manuscripts to the great institution
built by;him. )

This great Honour is beckoning te you to accept it.
Will you hasten to take it up? The Library waits for
your answer,

DIRECTOR,
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur,
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