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 DFVBT F6» SFET LIS SUITGTMe). GHLDLI UTLDEEN S,
G LD 6D &SF6IT U MIaHLD, 2yer-0)Liawr QUi &er, &Feps b 5 e
Q@eumow pumHMGQweveTd Yeurd  GTap HP M. @)k Huwimalew
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&1 &6 55T Lo H eIV dv. Yaieng s ‘FUpSTULS S &GHF Fa|s5LY.
Qaer@Liueud erterm YmFuil s QEFmeellal_  wplgwTHl.
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* A DISCUSSION ON  AKILAN As A SHORT STORY
WRITER. — Annapoorani Chandrasekaran
From page 296 to 303 in

Proceedings of the First International conference
Seminar of Tamil studies. Kuala Lumpur-Malaysia,
April 1966. Volume II International Association of Tamil
Research. First edition April 1969
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The impact of Gandhism in Akilan’s Novels
Paper by : P. VIAYALAKSHMI

This article is from page 27 to 33 in ° Research Papers’
Vol. V., published by Department of Tamil, University of
Kerala, Trivandrum in 1974

¢ Akilan took an active part in Indian Naticnal movement
and imbued with Gandhian ideals which naturally found effective
expressions in his creative works. The novel ‘engkee pooki-
room’ comes under the full impact of Gandhian thoughts and
philosophy. The author remarks that ‘ engkee pookiroom’ is
an experimental novel to enunciate the Gandhian ideals. I make
an attempt to trace Gandhian ideals in this novel, since his
other novels show this impact in a limited way only. The
{hree basic tenets of Gandhism i.e. Truth, Non-violence and
Sarvodaya-began to shake and they are not able to root deeply
in the Indian soil. In the novel ‘engkee pdokiroom’ Gandhi
is portrayed as a human being through the various phases of
Indian freedom struggle. Then his thought and philosophy are
applied to our political and literary lives indirectly through the
novel characters and directly through the atthor’s ideas. The
jndividual of Gandhi was not an egoist. He emphasized that
if we succeed in building the character of the individual, then
the society will take care of itself. In this novel, Akilan
enumerates two varieties of people, the true Gandhian idealists
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and the bogus self-interested  Gandhicapped * careerists. Akilan
anticipates that the three basic tenets of Gandhian philosophy
giving shape to a new way of life and putting the humanity on
the road to progress and health.”’
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