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|’ Potsherds with Indus Script
_found in Tamil Nadu

& 5 Evidence of the use of the Indus script by
: Tamlls has been brought to light from more than
40Potsherds by Dr. S. Gurumurthy, Seniorreader,
Department of Ancient history and Archaeol-
ogy, Madras (aners:ty
4 The signifi cance of the f nd lies in the
J|--factthattexts of these potsherd.inscriptions are in
proto - Dravidian or Tamil language, ” he said,
These potsherd documents were to be  consid-
ered as additions to the existing Indus texts on
seals.

More than 40 potsherds with Indus script
have been located by Dr. Gurumurthy from
among the graffiti reported from major sites like
Tirukkampuliyur, Alagaral, Uraiyur in the lower
Cauvery valley region, excavated long ago. These
sherds had gone unnoticed as they were treated
as mere scratches or graffiti.

The inscribed sherds would have far
reaching consequences on the vexed problems
of the decipherment of the Indus script and its
authors. The text of the potsherd inscriptions
ranges from two to foursigns and were to beread
from nght to left, he said.
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INDIAN GRAFFITOLOGY

AND

THE DECIPHERMENT OF THE INDUS SCRIPT
A MAJOR BREAK THROUGH IN THE
DECIPHERMENT OF THE INDUS SCRIPT

AND ITS AUTHORS

GRAFFITOLOGY :

The Indian Graffitology has been held all along-as a
sterile field of research incapable of yielding productive and
meaningful results.

The subject has to be considered hereafter as a potential
field of research capable of lending helping hand to those who
are in search of loose threads to link the unending process of the
decipherment of the Indus Script and the identification of the
authors of the same as well as the origin and evolution of the
earliest script in India namely the Brahmi.

~ The secrecy surrounding the graffiti is now broken and
the Pandora’s Box is opened. The author in his present study
has demonstrated how the twin acts have been performed and
their far reaching impact on the vexed problems pertaining to
theorigin and evolution of the Brahmi script, the incipient stage
of the Proto — Brahmi script during the period from the fall of the
great Harappan civilisation or from the Late Harappan culture
as noticed at Lothal, kalibangan and Daimabad down to the
beginning of Asokan era (Sangam Age), the origin and
evolution of certain distinct Indus signs, the language and the
author of the same.

For the first time the present author has collected nearly
4000 individual graffiti from all over India ranging from the
Neolithic to the Early Historic periods. Of these 513 symbols
have been chosen as distinct and prominent graffiti after elimi-
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nating the duplicates and variants. This may further be
reduced to around 440 basic graffiti.

GRAFFITI AND PROTO-HISTORIC PAINTINGS

For the first time the credentials of the Proto - historic
Rock Paintings and Engravings of Tamil Nadu have been
recognised as main source for the identification and reading of
certain graffiti as well as archaic signs of the pre — Iron age of
India-which could certainly help the decipherers of the Indus
Script. : '

IDENTIFICATION OF GRAFFITI

The various theories relating to the identification of the
graffiti offered by Scholars like Yazdani, Hunt, Numa, Banerjee,
Thapar and Lal have been taken up for careful consideration in
the light of recent collection of hundreds of graffiti from various
cultural contexts all over India and more or less clear cut ideas
about their significance have been crystalized.

According to the present study, it has been brought to
focus that the graffiti may be considered hereafter not only as
the onwers' marks or marks of personal identification or marks
of merchants ' or traders’ corporations or guilds but also as
natural pictographs, conventional pictographs, logographs or
phonographs constituting a sort of script which may probably
be identified as Proto - Brahmi as well as survival of the Indus
Script or the Late Harappan Script.

LIGATURED GRAFFITI AND INDUS SCRIPT

The author has collected as many as 800 ligatured
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graffiti built of Indus signs, Brahmi letter like signs and pure
graffiti marks.  This discovery has not only thrilled the present
author but also provided him with immense satisfaction in the
sense that the present painstaing work is not an end itself but
a means to an end i.e. to break the deadlock in the decipher-
ment of the Indus Script and to trace the origin and evolution
of the Brahmi script and the existence of a sort of Proto — Brahmi
script in the Pre - Iron age in India including Tamil Nadu. The
Proto - Brahmi script may be considered as the archaic script
of the Dravidians and particularly Tamils during the Pre —
Sangam period.

INDUS SCRIPT IN TAMIL NADU AND AUTHORSHIP .

There are more than 50 Ligatured graffiti from Tamil
Nadu alone totally built of pure Indus signs and hence they
constitute the " Indus Script ". They are termed as " inscribed
Skerds with Indus Script " by the present author. This is the

first time that inscribed sherds with Indus script have been
located in Tamil Nadu. °

The study has led to the hypothesis that the Iron age
people of south India particularly those of Tamil Nadu are
descendents of the Harappans. They were the carriers of certain
traits of the Harappan culture and their script to the Dravidian
land. ;

Therefore the study stresses the need to revise the
chronology of the Iron age culture and burials of Tamil Nadu
based on the archieological evidence from the Habitation sites
like Tirukkampuliyur, Alagarai, Korkai and Sanur and
Kodumanal burials. The lower levels of these habitation sites
should be dated earlier than 5th Century B.C. The chronology
ofthe burial pottery from Sanurand Kodumanal also falls in line
with this line of argument. The present survey tends to reveal
traces of the existence of a Pre - Iron age levels in most of the
habitation sites and burials excavated so far in Tamil Nadu
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which may be coeval with the Malwa and Jorwe cultues of
Central India as early as the end of the second Millennium B.C.

DIRECTION OF WRITING

The investigation reveals that the Indus script seen on
the potsherds from Tamil Nadu is read from right to left as in the
case of the Indus seals. The Proto - Brahmi of the Pre - Iron age
of Tamil Nadu may be read either from right to left or left to right
depending upon the context.

" The study bears sample testimony to confirm and cor-
roborate what is stated in the Prakrit, Sanskrit and the Early
Tamil Literature about the existence of the so called Dravidi or
Damili script in South India in the few centuries before the
beginning of the Christian era but also the existence of Picto-
graphic writing even earlier.

The hypothesis profounded, arguments and dialogues
presented in the present work are subject to either acceptance
or criticism that will go a long way or a rehearsal to re - write the
most fascinating Chapter " The Emergence of Writing "_of the

Indian Civilisation, Particularly of Tamil Civilisation ".
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MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT

The Dravidians more particularly the Tamils had their
own Script and which may be called Proto - Brahmi or Archaic
Tamil Script. It has been built with a combination of three
categories of signs VIZ. (1) Indus Signs, (2) Brahmi Letter like
signsand (3) Pure graffiti marks. This script was widely used
in the Pre - Iron age i.e. earlier than 500 B.C. thbughout India
including Tamil Nadu (i.e. during the pre - Sangam Age).

There are nearly 120 graffiti from South India very
similar to the Indus signs. This is the first time that. a
concordance of the Indian graffiti has been prepared, with Pho-
tographic illustrations for each and every graffiti. This concor-
dance is a long felt need and will serve as a source material for
the decipherers of the Indus Script.

More than 50 Ligatured Graffiti with Indus sings alone
have been located in TamilNadu for the first time which attest
to the relationship between the Harappan and the Tamils. Bhe
Tamils are the descendents of the Harappans.

A new methodology has been adopted by the author to
read the graffiti and decipher the Indus script. The pictographic
letters and pictures found in the Proto - historic rock paintings
have been utilised for the purposes of identification and assign-

“ing values not only to the Indus signs but also to the proto -
Brahmi and Brahmi letters.

Inanutshell itmay besaid that these painted letters and
pictures throw a flood of light on the origin and evolution of the
corresponding signs and letters found in the Indus and the
Brahmi Scripts.

The earliest script namely Brahmi found in South India
seems to have been derived from the Post Harappan Graffiti
Tradition as evidenced from the Pre - Iron age rock paintings
from Tamil Nadu.
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