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PREFACE

(Thiru C. ARANGANAYAGAM, Education Minister, Tamilnadu)

The Government of Tamilnadu, under a special scheme of
publicaticn of unpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come forward
to undertake the printing and publishing of all the available
unpublished Tamil Manuscripts in the State. Necessary funds
towards the publication have been provided for the purpose.
It is estimated that several hundred unpublished Tamil manus-
cripts dealing with native medicines, mathematics, music fine
arts, and literary compositions of various nature, are lying unpv-
blished in different Manuscript Libraries of this state and also
in other parts of the country. Various manuscript Libraries
in the State, have been approached to make available their unpu-
blished text for publication. The authorities of these Manuscripts
Libraries have come forward with interest and enthusiasm to
afford necessary facilities for the same, Eminent Tamil Scholars,
well-versed in the art of editing have been requested to take ugp the
work of editing. Under the scheme the texts will be critically
edited with suitable foot-notes and brief intrcductary analysis
both in English and Tamil for the benefit of researchers and scho-
lars. The selection of manuscripts, copying and editing have
been entrusted tc the Tamilnadu State Department of Archacology
and the printing and publication of the text have been undertaken
by the Tamilnadu TextBook Society.

So far the texts of 75 manuscripts have been copied and a
number of them edited and are made available in piinted form
in this series.~ Following the lead given by the Tamilnadu Govern-
m:nt, other institutions are also coming forward to publish as
many texts as possible. T am thankful to all the institutions and
scholars who have come forward to join the Government in this
venture. It isonly a beginning and I do hope that al! the availabli
texts will be in the hands of scholars, educational institutions
and public Libraries, so that the contribution of the Tamils through
the centuries in different fields will be available for the proper
understanding and comprehension of the Tamil Languge, 1 iter-
ature and Culture.

C. ARANGANAYAGAM
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INTRODUCTION

The Ula is a long classical poem in the kalivenba metre
describing the procession of the Lord along the streets encirling
the local shrine during the car festival, and the expression of love
which the young women witnessing the procession felt towards
the Lord. It is said to be one of the types of minor poems later
enumerated as the 96 prabandhas, from the 16th century.

The term Ula means a procession. The poem describes
the ula of the Lord. The Lord of the temple is taken in procession
during the annual brahmotsava or car festival of the temple. The
poem consists of two sections— the first dealing with the ula and
the second with the expression in words and action of the young
women who fall in love with him. The very name suggests that
it is associated with a temple.

The first section contains a narration of the temple legends,
a description of the temple, the decking of the Lord for the pro-
cession, the starting of the procession, a detailed account of the
other deities and temple officials who accompany, the play of
the trumpets. and so on.

The second section gives in detail a description of the young
women in the traditional seven stages who witness the procession.
Like Shakespeare’s Seven Ages of Man, the Seven Ages of Women
is a familiar theme in the Tamil language, even from the Sangam
pericd. The first stage is pedai, about seven years, yet a child
interested naturally only in play and frolic. The second is petum-
bai, between 9 and 10 years, a growing girl; yet a girl just in
the adolescent stage, who may just know and know not of sex-
love. The third is mangai, in the conventicnal age of 12, who
is the flower of womanhood, who is capable physically and emotio-
nally of sex-love, but has not yet kncwn or experienced it. Al



classical love poetry would fix the age of the man and woman
in conventional love poetry as 16 and 12. Hence 12 is the age
of mangai. Madantai is the four.h stage, upto 18 years, an young
woman who has fully known love and is yet ripe for the experience.

The fifth is arivai up to 25 years, fully soaked in the love
experience. Terivai is the sixth; 30 years, mature, having reached
the motherly stage. The seventh and the last is perilampen (the

great young woman) upto 40 years, an elder woman, generally
past the stage of mere physical love.

This convention had become fixed and all poets generally
conform to the norms set, since romantic poetry, which is ahap-
porul is a large segment of classical Tamil poetry. This conven-
tion is of great significance in all poetic composition. The ula
poem says that the Lord came in procession in his chariot along
the main streets of the temple, and these women 1n their seven
stages set their eyes on His Ferm, fell in love with Him and gave
expression to it in their words and action, each according to the
nature of her age and maturity. [t is in this expression that the
pocts try to excel one another. 1t should however be remembered

that the love portrayed here is love of God. love for the Divine
Bridegroom. and not just physical love.

The first Ula poem was sung by Cheraman Perumal a prince
of the Chera dynasty, and a canonized Saint, by about 700 A.D.
There has been quite a large volume of the ula poem since his
day, all modelled on his poenm. Poems on Siva are very many

and those on Muruka are quite a few, while those on Vishnu are
just three.

The high level of the ula poem, which sought to glorify divine
love was brought to the mundane physical plane by the great poet
Ottakkuthar who sang his famous three Ula poems on the three
ruling Chola monarchs of the 12th century. From his day, other
petty chiceftains had also figured as the heroes of the poem. This
feature has been taken note of by the grammatical treatises which
inserted a clause that only the public women gave expression to
their love. Expression of love to God is permissible, because
all souls are the mayakis while God alone is the only Supreme
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Nayaka. [t offends Tamilian sense of propriety to say that any
woman fell for any hero, however great he be and hence the above

ruse.

Now this poem, Seyur Murukan Ula, has been sung by the
great poet Kaviraja Pillai of Serai in the latter half of the 16th
century. It is on Muruka, enshrined unusually in a separate
Jarge temple at a place named Seyyur in Chengalpattu district.
Sey means Muruka (the son of God) and the very town itself has
taken its name from the temple. The poem is a long one running
to 503 couplets. It has bzen praised highly Antakakkavi Vira-
raghavar, a great poct of the next century.

The first section of the poem opens with a praise of Lord
Muruka as the Supreme Being. The celestials pray to Siva for
the destruction of the demon Surapadma. Siva sends His child
Muruka endowing Him with all powers and sending a host of
forces with him. He slew Surapadma and came to stay at this
place, Seyyur. The traditional story of the origin of Tondai-
nadu is here given. The Chola of Kavirippumpattinam  fell
in love with Pilivalai, a princess from the Nagaland, followed
her to her place and matried her. In due time a son was born,
who was however installed on the throne in the place which later
came to be called Tondainadu. Seyyur is situated in this Nadu.
Here the poet gives an account of the traditional six camp-shrines
of Muruka. Then he sought the love of Valli, the girl of the
Kuravar clan, and married her. The cock crows, it is day break,
and the temple servants get ready for the car festival.

Muruka is decked in all glory with all ornaments and silken
raiments, and civet is besmeared on Him, the procession starts,
Vedas and Tamil hymns are sung, including this Ula song of Kavl-
raja Pillai. A scorc of musical instruments play. All the royal
regalia accompany. All the celestials also go with Muruka riding
their respective mounts. A host of temple officials also go with
Him. Trumpets blow. A large group of women alsc go with
Him, expressing their pangs of love loudly.

Women in their seven stages g2 ouc {0 witness the procession.

Among the activities of the women the following may be mentioned;
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Kazhal game of petumbai, ammanai of mangai, the dream of
madantaj and the lines of adoration from perilampen. It is usual
for the poets tc describe the young woman from head to foot;
this poet gives 1t in the casc of arivai. The dasangam or ten iten's
of royal insignia for Muruka are defined in the lines on perilampen.

The author is a great juggler with words—pun and similar
figures occur in almost all the lines. He makes two references
to men of his own age— Tiruvenkatarayan his patron and Tiru-
Kazhukkunran who had done many services for the temple inclu-
ding the making of the car and conducting the car festival, a
little earlier. These instances are of historical value.

The author is not only a great lover of God Muruka, but
also a great lover of Tamil and its literature. There are a number
of references to the Sanga-palahai, to Agastya, Nakkirar and
his Tirumuruhatruppadai, Tiru Jnanasambandhar, his Muttamil
and his many exploits, the other acharyas Appar, Sundarar and
Manikkavachakar and Tiruppuhazh of Saint Arunagirinathar. He

refers also to the legend in the life of Poyyamolippulavar, when
Muruka himself was said to have sung a song.

The author’s other books had already been published, but
not this. By a rare good fortune Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Aiyar
had copied the text from the manuscript of a friend and preserved
it.. We do not know the fate of the original. The Mahama-
hopadyaya Dr. U.V. Swaminatha Aiyar Library has earned the
gratitude of the Tamil people by publishing this rare Ula. 1 am
thankful to them for inviting me to do the editing there of.

M. ARUNACHALAM
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