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PREFACE.

Tae Compiler begs to write a few lines by way of
Preface und apology for the introduction of thig little
book. It is well known to those engaged in the Edu-
cational Departinent either as Teachers or as Inspectors

of Upper Primary and Lower Sec ondary schools, that
the old Tamil Anthology Books Nos, 1.and 11 so widely
used alongside of the Prose Readers of Government
School B onk Society. in the Tamil Districts a few years
ago, have now entirvely disappeared, and Readers contain-
ing Prose and Poetry portions with and without Notes
for the stanzas, have tuken their place.

A remembrance of the stanzas the pupils learn in thew
carly days,~~stanzas selected from old aathors, and ad-
mitted to be of an easy, interesting and instructive type,—
will create in them a lively interest in Tamil literature
in later years.  The retention in memory of these stanzas,
depends chiefly on refreshing the jnemory with n sight
of them. Bat, unfortnnately, often when ihe pupil takes
leave of his old class and goes to the higher form, he
bids farewell to his old Tamil readers as well; and the
readers, too, in many cases get borrowed or lost.

"This NEW ANTHOLOGY whichis a scluctio_n from

(1) Vakkundam. (19) T Katukam.

(2) Nalvazhi. (11) Nanmanijk Kadihai.
(3) Nannerri (12) Cirrn Pancha Moolam.,
(4) Eneya Narppathu. (13) Yelathi.

() Tona Narppathu® {14y PattanathoppillaiPadal
(6) Neethi Venbu. (15) Sakalakalavalli Malai.
(7) Neethi Nerri Velakkam. (16) Utthama Neethi.

(8) Pazha Mozh. . and

{9) Arranerri Charam. (17) Choodamani Nikanda

is intended to give the readers a collective idea of all
that he may have read in the various classes.



PREFACE.

Any word or *phrase that ought not to find its way
to the young pupil’'s mind has been carefully altered to
harmonise with the required moral standard. A manual
of this kind will obviously render unnecessary a reference
to the readers now in use, as far as the poetry portion
is concerned, as in the majority of cases they comprise
selections only from the above authors. A collection
of about 500 stanzas is presented in this book in a handy
and cheap form.

All Tamil scholars, and those with a real taste for
Tamil, will admit that a good acquaintance with
“«Nikhandu” is indispensable for a sound knowledge
of the language, and about a hundred stanzas from that
book, dealing with the names of things most commonly
employed in ordinary prose or poetry, have been selected
and put in so that a study of them in the lower forms
will be of immense help to the pupil in his High School
and College classes. The practice of giving synonyms
for difficult words under each stanza, has not been
followed, as it is not always unalloyed good. The stanzas
entitled “ Uthamaneethi” are a selection of Sanskrit
verses rendered into Tamil by the Compiler. Separate
lists of the stanzas found in the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth
and Seventh Readers of DMessrs. Macmillan & Co.
are added to enable the students to make them for his
course of study.

M. VENKATA SWAMI AIYELR.
RovaruRrayM,
#8th Dec., 1904. )
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