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FOREWORD

This work * Karnataka Kavirajamargam ™ is a new
edition of the book which was published by the University
of Madras in 1930 and which was out of print for a
number of years. The .Reader and Head of the
Department of Kannada, Dr. A. S. Kedilaya, has under-
taken the present edition of the work. In his Preface
in Eoglish the Editor has discussed the authorship
of the work and the patronage extended by the
Rashtrakuta Emperor, Nrpatunga, to the author.

Karnataka Kavirajamargam is the earliest available
work on literary criticism in Kanoada, and it gives an
account of the scholars and poets that flourished at
the Court of Nrpatunga, and also of the literary
personages that lived in earlier times. It treats
vividly of the literary forms and conventions of the
time, and also provides an insiéht into the social and
political conditions that obtained in those early cays.

I hope and trust that this new edition of an
important source book in Kannada will be welcomed
by scholars and students of Kannada Language and
Literature in South India.

University of Madras, N. D. SUNDARAVADIVELU,
17th January 1974. Vice-Chancellor.
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PREFACE

The Kaviragjamarga popularly ascribed to King Nrpatuiga is
the earliest available work on literary criticism is Kannada,
Though inspired by earlier Samskrita works, especially those of
Dandin and Bhamaha, it contains much original matter and sheds
light on the social.and political conditions of the Kannada land,
as well as the aucient Kannada language and literature.

There is difference of opinion among sholars regarding the
authorship of the work. The work is popularly known as
Nrpatunga's Kavirajamarga. It is ascribed to the Rashtrakuta
Emperor, Nrpatuiiga (815-877 A.D.) by B. L. Rice, K. B. Pathak
and Narayana Srinivasa Rajapurohit. Dr. Fleet stated that it was
composed uuring the reign of the Rashtrakuta king, Amoghavarsa
Nrpatuniga (815-877) by his court poet Kavidvara. The colophon
of the work states that it was approved by king Nrpatunga,
(Nepatunganumata). R. Narasimbacar, author of Karnataka
Kavicarite considers that SrI Vijaya, mentioned in the colophon,
composed the work at the instance of the king. -

It is obvious that king Nrpaturnga was not the author of the
work but was only the patron. Sri Vijaya must have written a
work called Kavimarga; this mught have been revised into the
present work, Kavirajamarga by another poet, Kavisvara. The
title Amoghavarsa reffered to in the text itself suggests that the
patron was Amoghavarsa Nrpatunga.

1. Kavimarga by Sti Vijaya

: In Kavirﬁjal'rnarga itself the name of the poet Sti Vijaya is
mentioned (parama Sti Vijaya...tadadyc.z. kavyakke#';dum). l?urga

Simha has mentioned the lioe, Sri Viiayara kavimargam 1n the

preface to his work Paficatantra. In the ve.r'se at the «ind of

each Pariccheda of Kavirdjamarga, ° stri Vijaya jarabhuu.n:a-

aidam’ is stated and hence we can surmise that the work written

by Sri Vijaya is 2 work on poetics.

Kediraja has mentioned about St Vij.ayz! while mgnti.oningf
the names of the great poets preceding him in the beginning ?
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his work ‘Sabdamapidarpana’ (Gajagana, Gunanandiya, Mana-
stjanasagana, Candrabhatta, Gunavarma, Srivijayara, Honnana,
Hampana, Sujansiiamsana, Sumargavidarole laksyam (i-6 Smd.)
Kesuzja has also quoted laksya verses {rom Kavirdjamarga to
illustrate some of the grammatical rules. While saying that in
.verse the word beginning with a conjunct letter should not follow
a word ending with a laghu letter, Keiraja quotes as example
from Kavirdjamarga the verse ‘¢ arasukumara...margam "’ to
illustrate the rule that D&éiya words should not be compounded
with the sama-samskrita words. As Ké&dirdja has not mentioned
the name of Nrpatunga while mentioning the preceding poets in
the preface, we can conclude that he has taken the verses from
the Kavimirga of Sri Vijaya. . As some differences in the verses
-quoted from this work in S',_abdamagidarpaga and the correspond-
ing verses in the Kavirajamarga, are noted, we can'say that the
author of Kavirijamarga has made some alterations while select.-
ing the verses from Kavimarga. The verse nudigellam sallada ...’
(1-32) of Kavirajamarga is not in one manscript of the work.
‘But this verse is quoted in S'abdamanidarpapa. This also helps
us to conclude that the author of the Kavirdjamarga has omitted
the verse as the names of the Kavya forms Cattdpa and Bedande
-occurring therein were not familiar to him. This helps us to
conclude that Kediraja has selected this verse mot found in
Kavirajamdrga from the Kavimarga of Sri Vijaya.

We come to know that Srivijaya, the author of Kavimarga,
bas written Candraprabha Purapa, a campu Kavya in Kannada,
from one verse of Dogddayya of Piriyapattana. (candraprabha
puranamam példa vijaya kavindrg). But this work has not so
far been found. That Srivijaya seems to have been a famous
a@carya is evident from the appellation parama affixed to his name
as in (parama 4ri vijaya) and also from the saying of Durgasimha-
(S71 Vijayara kavimargam), wherein bonorific plural is used with
reference to $ii Vijaya. ' :

As the anthor of Kavirajamarga while referring to Srivijaya -
uses respectful terms always, it is possible that Srivijaya might
have been the preceptor to the author of Kavirdjamarga.

2. Kavidvara's Kavirajamarga

_ Tl'ae name of Kavisvara fizures in Kavirajamarga in the
beginning of the works. We come to know from the line, (Sri
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Vijaya prabhiiamanidam tanagagisi i

_ gisidom Kavidvaram) appeari
at tPe end of the 2nd paricchada of Kavirajamarga, th)at 5]1: p::tg
Kavidvara has made use of Kavimarga of Sri Vijaya for gettiné

tho favour of the king Nypatuiga. It can also be inferred from
internal evidences that Kavidvara was in the court of Nrpatunga.,
Both the names of Sri Vijaya and Kavigvara have been n'1ention°ed
as the authors of poetic works along with other poets,

Kavidvara while composing Kavirajamarga had added some
portions relating to Kannada language. He has also added some
portions from Bhamaba’s work on poetics in the Daga prakarana
{the chapter on the faults in poetry). He has eschewed some
verses With regard to prasa (alliteration). Some minor alterations
have been made in the chapter on Alankara too., Kavidvara has
illustrated some of his s@tras on Alankaras by verses in praise of
Nrpaturiga composd by himself.

3. Kavirgjamargae approved by Nrpaiuiga or Nrpatunga's work

Though Kavirajamarga is not actually composed by Nrpa-
tunga, the work is popularly knowns as Nrpatunga’s Kavirdja-
marga. This is is due to the name of Nrpaturiga being mentioned
prominently in the work as (wrpatunga devanumaia) and the
name of the author only being hinted indirectly. The details
that we come to know from this work about Nrpatuiga, the
patron of the author of Kavirajamarga are given below.

The appellations wdara, nitinirantera, kriakritymalia, Vira
Narayana, Atitaya dhavala, Viveka brhaspats, Naralokacandra,
Nityamalla vallabha, purusotiama, Vagadhipa, paramodaye, amﬁgha.
-varsa and sarasvali Grihavaiara are attributed to Nrpatunga.
. We come to know from this work, that he was an emperor,

As the titles Vira Narayana and Varsa vallabha are generally

applied to Rashtrakuta kings, their use in this work makes it

obvious that the patron of this Work belonged to that dynasty.

The titles, Vagadhipa, Viveka brhaspati and Serasvali fifg“:'_
valgra reveal that the king was 2 scholar-. The v:rse dm:f 1; :
tyakia rajyéna...racilamoghasarséna’ OCCUITIng at tenen

i o iz written by the king, is ?ls'o
T i Being a scholar himself, it is

another evidence of his scholarships gz
but natural that he patronised other scholars. Mabaviracarya
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‘the Jaina author of Ganslasara sangraha, a Samskrita work,
vpraises Nrpaturiga in five verses in the beginning of his work.
.We come to kpow from these verses that Nypatuiga was a Jain.
“Though he should bave belonged to Hinduism ( Vaidika malzval-
ambi) like other kings of his dynasty, it seems that at a later
period of his reign he adopted Jainism. This accounts to the
dloka of Mahaviracarya, wherein Nrpatuiga is described ‘syzdva-
danyayavedi.’ It seems that the emperor wrote at the fag end of
his long reign of sixtytwo years, the work, ‘ Raina malika
_extolling vatragya (dispassion) therein.

Kavirajamarga is in three chapters (paricchédas).

1Ist Paricchéda :

In the two invocatory verses in the beginniog of the Ist
paricchéda, the poet has praised Vispu directly and his patron,
the Emperor Nypatuniga indirectly. Then he invokes Sarasvati,
the Goddess of speech, and the ancient poets. The poet describes.
" the scholars in the court of Nrpatunga. Then he mentions the
importance of the study of literature and the factors conducive to

the writing of poetry.- He mentions also the names of the

preceding poets. The uses of Kavya are also stated.

After mentioning the characteristics of Kavya and its varieties,
the poet describes the characteristics of prose, names the prose
works in Samskrita and Kannada and points out the characteris-
tics of Kannada Kavyas. He mentions the boundaries of the
Kannada land, the place of the pith of Kannada, the scholarship-
of the people of the land and that a Kavya should be free from
faults. He states the prevalent Old Kannada' (Halagannada)
and Modern Kannada (Hosagannada) forms and the mode of using
Samskrita words in Kannada. Then the faults in a Kavya are
described with examples. Other faults (k@raka dogas) in a Kavya
are stated next and with this the first paricchéda comes to a.

close.

2nd Paricchedas

The faults in the form and meaning arising from the com-
pounding of words and the faults in sandhi are described. The
fault in the usage of long vowel in the genitive and vocative cases.
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are next stated. The characteristics of alliteration are mentioned
with examples. The two schools of the south and the north and
the ten kavya gunas beginning with $lésa, prasada etc. which
determine them have been described in detail. The forms of some
words according to the two schools are given. Verses with one
letter, two letters ani Yamaka are described with examples.
Prahelika or literary puzzles are also similarly described with
example. With this ends the second paricchéda.

3rd Pariccheda

In this paricchéda the thirtyfive aladkiras and their internal
differences are described with examples as in Dandi’s Kavyadarsa.
At the end Dhvani is added as an aiankira (this is not in
kavyadarda). Then are described in detail the eighteen topics of
descriptions which are essential for a Mahakavya, the uses of a
Kavya and the four kinds of alteration together with examples.
(perhaps this should find a place in the second paricch&éda under
the description of alliterations). The chapter ends with a prayer
for the welfare of the world. '

Some of the verses given as illustrations are traaslations of
the illustrations given by Dandi. Some have only slight simila-
rity. Some examples have been slightly changed by this author
to accord with the principles of Jaina religion. Some of the
examples seem to have been taken from an earlier poetry work on
Ramayana theme. But such examples are few and the author on
the whole seems to have quoted no verses from other {works as
examples. Most of the verses given as illustrations are addressed
to a king and describe his virtue and valour. It may be supposed
that these verses might have been composed by the author
himself. \

The changes done by the author while following Dandi's Kavyadarda t

Dandi’s Kavyadarsa contains four paricch&das wheras this
Kavirdjamarga is divided into three paricch&das.

The invocatory verses and the verses in praise of earlier
Acharyas, and his patron, Nrpatunga are the poet’s own. So also
the mention of the preceding poets and the verses describing the
Kannada land, the people and the language are original. The
form of the Old Kaunada and Modern Kanonada languages, the
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rules on using Samskrita in Kannada and the Kdraka faults etc.
(Karaka dosadi kavyadosa) in Kavya mentioned in this work are
also the original writing of the poet.

The two schools (Dakshina Marga and Uttara Marga) mentioned
by Dapdi in the first paricchéda and the cilra kavyas like
@kaksari, Yamaka etc. mentioned in the thifd paricch&Ja of his
kavyadarsa are given in Kavirdjamirga in the second paricchéda,
The examples given to illustrate the two schools are the poet’s

own creations.

In the third paricchéda of Kavirijamarga some internal dis-
tinctions in the thirtyfive arthfilaikaras, mentioned by Dandi have
been left out and one or two differences have been added. The
characteristics of a Mahakavya including the eighteen topics for
description have been described in detail in six verses in the
Kavirajamarga. The author of Kavirdjamarga ends his work
with a prayer that the fame of the book may remain for ever.

Much interesting and useful information on Kannada conntry
and its culture is found in the Kavir@jamarga. The Kannada
land extended from the River Kaveri in the South to the River
Godayvari in the North (1-86) and it is stated that the land bordered
by places like Kisuvolal, Kopana Nagara, Puligere and Crikunda
constituted the pith of Kannada (1-37). The characteristics of the
Kannadigas are also hinted (1-28, 29, 40, 42 ; 2-28) in glorious terms.

The names of earlier writers are also mentioned with respect,
Rare forms of literature like Cattina and Badande and various
forms of D&fi in Kannada are also mentioned, Early Kannada
(Hajekannada) is also referred to (p. 2, lines 1-9).

Kavirajamarga, first edited and published by the University
of Madras in 1930, was out of print for a long time,

The University of Madras, following its policy of making
available important University publications which have gone’
out of print, bas kindly sanctioned this second and revised
edition, My sincere thanks are due to the authorities of
the Madras University.

University Buildings, DR. A. SHANKER KEDILAYA
211\%(1;::.3 } Head of the Department of :
~19- Kannada.
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