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I. NILAKANTHA DIKSHITA, known also as @érar
E&f air, belongs to the seventeenth century as stated by '
himself in his NilakanthaVijaya Champu, a verse wherein
assigns to the Champu the Kali Year 47 38 correspond-
ing to A. D. 1637 as the date of its composition. Three
kingdoms, the Pallava Nad (Chingleput and North
Arcot), the Pandya Nad (Madura and Chera) and
Tinnevelly vie with one another in each claiming him
as its own—the first as the son of its goil in Adayap-
palam near Virinchipuram, Kanchi; the second as the
chosen Prime Minister of its king Tirumalai Naicker; the
third as the resident of its village Lirevrwen_ (Palama-
dai) in his closing years. Three Muses, the Muse of
Kavya Sastra (Poetry), the Muse of Tatva Sastra
(Philosophy), the Muse of BhaktiSastra (Divine fervour),
have been profusely favouring his family for 5 genera-
tions above and below, while ‘a fourth Muse of Artha,
Sastra (Statesmanship) has been particularly honouring
him in addition. The gz1g27 (geneological tree) gives full
particulars of his lineage. That he has won for himself
the highest place of honour among the poets, philoso-
phers and statesmen of his age will be easily seen from

contemporary writings. - . o .
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II. Tradition, supported, in a way, by the inter-
nal evidence furnished by the works of Nilakantha, has-
woven three charming legends about his life-history,
about his Pitt-like entry into -the Pandya Nad, as the
Prime Minister of Tirumalai Naick, his brilliant career
there like that of Manivachaka and his Wolsley-like exit
into the village of Palamadai in his closing days. It
will be useful to narrate them at the outset in the
barest outline as they are not generally known and as
they furnish the Rey to the correct understanding of
most of his writings. '

 (a) The 1stlegend relatesto his entry into Madura

- a8 118 Prime Minister. '
.. Tii the course of a family partition and in answer
to the question of Appayya, as to what he wanted as

%}
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his share in the Daya, the budding boy Nilakantha
declared unhesitatingly that he valued Appayya'’s HQT
(Krpa) higher than even a Maharajya. With tears of-
pride and joy welling up in his eyes, that great Appayye
.gave him Raghuvamsa and Devi-Mahatmya in palm leaf
manuscripts with 200 lines on each leaf and sent him to
Madura with hearty blessings; %jiat a.Maharajyam will
soon voluntarily woo him. Patan]a.ll in his Yoga, Sutras
solemnly assures WIAATAT HAGSIHNTq. Bhava-

bhuti in his Uttara. Rama Charita declares with equal - -

emphasis :

SHfFmmi i argad Emﬂ\;acr& l
e gatmar SRt st .

The Vak of the’truthful Appayya becomes true
very soon. The daily discourses on Devi-Mahatmya,
regularly delivered by Nilakantha while yet in his teens
on the banks of the Svarna Padmini, in the ancient
soul—stxrrmg orienthl style, now lameﬁtablydlsappea,r-
ing, before an ever-growing ga.bhermg of thousands and -
often listened to unobserved by Tirumalai Naick him-

‘ ~ self during his routine nocturnal visits, revealed to him

the priceless treasures lying hiflden within the tiny
frame. He at once set his heart upon making the boy
his Prime Minister. To stem the tide of discontent
surging among his indigenous subjects against the
introduction of an alien element—a feature not peculiar
to modern times alone—he convened a Parishad in true
oriental fashion and offered the premiership to whom-. '

) soever will answer the simple question,

How did (% come to be called s ¢ ? .‘ L

[T P T o L S T ST A
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Vacant looks, violent heart-beats and shaking'

heads were the response. As the king was about to
dissolve the Parishad in despair, up rose to his feet a-

slim and timid yet resolute form, from a remote corner
wherein it had remained tucked up and gave co-instanti
the required answer,

* oftde Tw T Al 7990 YAV IE T ?
TACAMYTAET aSAE adT SRSSET I

the substance of which is this :—

‘“ When the All-merciful Sita Devi, unmindful of
the outrage committed on her by Jayanta, the
son of aftT (Indra), by pecking her bosom,
interceded generously with the incensed but
All-forgiving Ramachandra, Jayanta stood
pardoned in consequence. The female crows

-and the male crows that had gathered sent up.

respectively joyous cries todthe effect, ‘
Which woman in~this world (%T) can equal Sita

in &qAT P
Which man in this world (=:) can equal Rama

in g4w P
. The combination of the two letters T and &
thus pronounced by them gave rise to the appellation
&®T%. Applauses greeted the figure from all sides and

he was installed as Prime Minister. Need it be said
that the figure was none else than Nilakantha ?

(b) The 2nd legend demonstrates that ami(.ist
‘the pleasures: and splendours of a life in the dazzling

&
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Royal Court, Nilakantha was living the austere serene-
and simple life of a Recluse. One fine morning, at the

behest of Tirumalai Naick, the usual palanquin ap-
peared in front of the house of Nilakantha, earlier than
the appointed hour, for taking him to the Durbar.

Hall. His 18-year-old daughter was just then on &

visit to her parents’ house with her 25-year-old
husband, after her marriage with him'in her 8th year,
10 years before. In answer to a question of the
palanquin-bearers, she stated blandly that her father
was in the house of a chuckler, while really he was at.

his worship in his house at the Pooja Dalam. The
fact was that Nilakantha had sent his worn-out.-

sandals to the chuckler for mending and all the while
he was enquiring within his mind, at the time of the
Ppooja,
This episode further illustrates what uncanny powers:
a woman doing qfa&ar sincerely, like the daughter of
Nilakantha, can acquire. The girl was able to see what-
was passing in her father’s mind and spoke the barest
truth. The father’s body alone was in the house. His
mind was in the hut of the chuckler.

(c) This takesus to the 3rd legend. The Ananda-
sagarastava. has its roots in this episode. Between .
1628 and 1635, the construction of the famous Pudu-

mandapam was under way. Sundaramurti Asari, the

palace sculptor, had carved out in a pillar of marble,

exquisitely, the figure of Siva’s THRIEHT with Brahma,

on one side and Vishnu on the other. The Vaishnavites.
objected to the installation. A huge controversy .

why the chuckler had not brought them back. .
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raged for 6 months between the Saivites headed by
Nilakantha and the Vaishnavites headed by an equally
great Vaishnavite. It required the full play of all the
talents and dialectics of Nilakantha to emerge success-
fully from the contest. Immediately after, another
trouble arose. Sundaramurti Asari had easily won a
name and fame for reaching perfection in his art even
at the very first sitting. While chiselling the statue of
the senior queen of Tirumalai Naick; intended to be
Pplaced in the Pudu Mandapam, he experienced the
saddest tragedy of his life. A thin slice flew away

from the right thigh of the statue, leaving that part -

defective. He sat at' it a second time but with the

same result. Perplexed and perturbed beyond measure,.

ke explained the situation to Nilakantha, who happened
to be there then, superintending the operations. As
the result of a short and steady introspection, Nila-
kantha advised the sculptor to leave the statue as it
was. The sculptor, when demanded by the klng the
next day, recounted all that had happened between
him and Nilakantha. Devoured by jealousy, the green-
eyed monster, and with the knowledge he had of the
existence of & mole in the thigh of his queen, the king
suspected, Bhoja-like, some questionable relationship
between her and Nilakantha. He lashed himself into
a paroxysm of anger and fury and ordered the arrest
of Nlla.kantha, determined to scotch out his eyes a.nd.
fill them with camphor. Nilakantha was in the Pooja
Dalam, when the military commandant arrived with
& full battalion. Nilakantha instinctively scented the
situation, with the grace of Sri Minakshi, and wholly

W
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unabashéd, applied the camphor to his eyes and they
became blind forthwith. The Commandant was re-

quested to convey to the king the news that his wishes

had been duly carried out. With a conscience smitten
for his own iniquity, and trembling from head to foot,
the penitent king ran up to Nilakantha and prayed for
pardon. Moved by the genuine remorse and contrition
.of the king, the blind Nilakantha entéred into com-
munion' with Sri Minakshi. What follows ? :

Out, flowed in full flood, like the Kanakadhara-

stava of Sri Sankars, with grgdfimrmaniag. in
torrential eloquence equal to the force of the Ganges,

‘the Anandasagarastava, in 105 verses, from Nilakan-
tha’s heart, with a genuine prayer to Sri Minakshi for .

the restoration of his eyesight, more for giving, relief to
the remorse-bitten king than to himself. Such is the
.origin of Anandasagarastava. More about it in the
sequel. Suffice it to say here that tearing himself
from the Royal Court, Nilakantha, to the inconsolable
.grief of the king, made urerws (Palamadai) ,the

home of his closing days, honoured down to his

-dissolution by his royal grants.

III. Many of the writings of Nllakantha, i
-common with those of his renowned sire Appayya, have

become irrecoverably lost to us. The works now extant

consist of three Mahakavyas, eight }.aghu Kavyas, a

Nataka and a commentary on &g, a Vyakarna
-Grantha.

IV. The Ma.ha,ka.vyas are Ga,no'a.va.ta,ra.na, Nlla.-

_kantha Vijaya Champu and Swa Lilarnava.
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Gangavatarana, asits name implies, deals with the-

victorious exploits of Bhagiratha, for bringing down:
to the Earth, from the celestial regions above, the holy
QGanges, and also with the greatness of Paramesvara-
The Second brings out simiiarly the fzxrsw&uN of Sri
Siva, implicit in his devouring the poison Halahala,
which came out of the ocean of Milk, when churned by
the Devas and-the Asuras and in saving the world:
from immediate destruction, thus establishing that he
is not a Samharakarta, as erroneously supposed, but a
‘real protector of the world. The Siva Lilarnava, on
which mainly rests his fame as a great poet, depicts-
the 64 lilas of Siva in charming ecstatic poetry, inters-
persed with brilliant flashes of hasya rasa (wit and
*humour). It is noteworthy that the poet, fed on

FMEUGRT and - imbued with a real poetic sense of

justice, correctly points out that the vanquished Jainas
themselves voluntarily ascended the scaffold, thus.
redeeming Tirugnana Sambanda, from the charge of
cruelty levelled sgainst him, as a cruel victor in the:
philosophical duel between them.

- V. The eight laghu Kavyas consist of Kalividam-
bana., Sabharanjana Sataka, Sivotkarsha Manjari,
Sivatatva  Rahasya, Anyapadesa Sataka, Vairagya
Sata{{a,, Santi Vilasa and Anandasagarastava.

(#) Kalividambana and Sabharanjana Sataka are-
delightful effusions of a promising youthful courtier
Ppoet, luridly painting the several gradually deteriorat-
ing religious and economic conditions, of the people of

his time, amidst biting and brilliant flashes of sparkling’
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wit and humour. To this day, almost every verse

therein is on the lips of even a layman, as a household.
word.

(b) The Sivotkarsha Manjari, Sivataiva Rahasya
and Anyapadesa Salaka are the ecstatic outpourings of’
a Jiva, immersed in Siva Bhakti and negotiating step
by step, on his onward march, the thorny paths of
karma and yearning for the acquision of Vairagya and
Santi, so very essential for realizing the Ananda in-
herent in him, with the aid of Divine grace. They
take equal rank with the Sivananda Lahari, and Soun-
darya Lahari of Sri Sankara and the Valragya. Sa,taka,
of Bhartruhari.

(c) The Vairagya Sataka, Santi Vilass and
Anandasagarastava are companion volumes reflecting,
as in a mirror, the tribulations, doubts, perplexities and
conflicts, which harass, torment, torture and agonise-
a Jiva, treading the paths of Karma and Gnana,
hankering after @ATTZIZAT.

VI. I wish to sound, at thisstage, a note of warn-
ing. The merits and beauties of Nilakantha’s minor
poems can be best percieved, appreciated, enjoyed and
judged by those who make a thorough study of all of
them in the original, in their chronological order and in’
the light of his chequered life-history. So approached,
they take equal rank with the predecessors of Nila- .
kantha, including even Sri Sankara, for felicity of
expression, sublimity of ideas, depth of religious. .
fervour and heights of poetical fancy. I say even “Srj
Sankars’ because it has to be said about his writin gs
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‘whether Ashtakams or Laharis or Prakarana or Bhash-
yas, that being the productions of an Avatar of
Isvara and TIsana, the fountain head of all powers
-and all Vidyas, they are models of perfection, from
-8tart to finish, differfng from the works of other poets,
born or made, which like a sugar cane get progressively
-8weeter and sweeter, as they march on in life, from
boyhood into youth, from youth into adoloscence and
from adoloscence toold age. It is no wonder thab
- Mmany a critic, not in possession of the aforesaid key,
has been led unwittingly into avoidable errors of
Judgment regarding the merits of some of Nilakantha’s
works. Can Kalidasa or Valmiki or Muka Kavi paint
$IT, TN, ofiwm, ete., in the hues of ITF (dawn)
UFREFFE (full moon) and A% (lotus) ?

. (~VIL The very beautiful and accurate Tamil
Tendering of Brahmasri Mahalinga Sastrigal, a scion of
the family of Nilakantha, followed, as it has been, by
. -an intelligent, elaborate and scholarly exposition of the
underlying ideas and Kavihridhaya, (Fia@g3d) has
made it unnecessary to enter into a detailed analysis
of the contents of Anandasagarastava. An introduc-

fion is hardly the place for such an analysis. I shall ’

Aﬂ.leref?m content myself with the following summary.

. VIL The Anandasagarastava, as 1 read it, is
‘f‘.he soliloquy of a Jiva, lacerated by a thousand conflict-
ing emotions convulsing him, from head to foot, and
struggling with wings undeveloped, soar into the dizzy
heights of Stlﬂ?ql'\gm after discarding the fickle, fleet-
ing, evanescent, hollow and elusive pleasures of youth,
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wealth, power, royal faﬁr’our and every other earthly
distinction. Every verse 15 g priceless gem, shining in
matchless brilliance, too dazzling for an uninitiated and
an untrained eye. - The first 60 verses were composed,.

if tradition and internal evidence speak true, while he:
was still in the throes of the excruciating pain, caused
by the burning and blinding camphor-he had applied to-
them. The 3rd verse reminds one of the lamentatlons

of Bhartruhari and Sri Sankara.

‘ anraﬁ?-ﬂa sRamzanEN ar-
FEngAEg 234 feRa: wS A
aEW 9 gHia arrar warsIr o
TGRS gLa: FAAH SR ' ;
(am=arTeEa: 3.)

FTT AR R 38T
qETE: R RO Raresaidgz 1|
oY Aithers fgege sl Bogm
- meiRfa wa ﬁﬁﬂﬁ‘a Jenty Ragr
rerd Gy TIgARYS TR ST
QERATARE ®AT T TGS Hed AT qq |
T T FaEEw w0t Auivd Akad
 FEHTARTAN qgtr‘e‘: HasaHT AT |
(e 66.)

aﬁ’rsq daar smf wqavgrgﬁsm
TN TG TUANY gl
TR Qe aRfr sete Rk
wﬁm EAREAR TEA N

(ot aamty arEr: 61)
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- A& qrdY qreRAquIRgun: IART WA,
- o i Wigmataadr & saafaar |
&g f TrgeaiivEsEaaT
T sAsE aﬁg FTE GFESASY 7Y AN

(oAt =g, 49.)
What can be more thrilling than the unboundeg

<child-like faith in the Devi, revealed in verses 3 to ¢ .
and 12? What can be more disheartening than the

-description, in verses 7 to 11 and 15, of the perplexlng
conflicting and unhinging theories characterising the
Vedantic teachings (the gnana marga), difficult of
understanding and realization, even after a series of
-endless births and deaths 2 What can be more harrowmg
than the evanescence, impermanence and hollowness of
‘the pleasures open to a Jiva, meticulously following the
thorny path of Karma, which enjoys its performance
-and nonperformance in the-same breath, depicted in
verses 16 to 21?2 What can be more dlsquletmg than
‘the heart-rending exclamations in.verses 22 to 27, re.
.garding the real nature of the so-called Bhakthi-Marga),
which has an inescapable tendency to drag a Jiva into
the whirlpool of Samsara ? Whé,t'can be more perplex-
ing than the searching questionnaire, contained in verses
28 to 34, as to who is Jiva; what is Brahma; what
is Samsara and its origin, and how it affects us; what
is your goal and by what means can you reach it?
What can be more attractive than the doctrines of
Self-surrender, set out in verses 35 to 41 ? ‘What can
be  more brilliant than the flights of philosophic

$7
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.conception “and imagery, poured forth in verses 51/
53, 80, 92, 100, 101, ete. ? .
- IX. Thereis fragrant flower of poetry, blushmg
unseen, in Sabkaranjana Sataka : .
S T el A W AR
wY am aeiisty asra w: s
(wm 23.)

“ Wha.t the all-r eachmg rays of the sun "and moon
cannot penetrate, what defies'the vision of Yogis, what

escapes the notice even of the all-knowmg Siva, is

visible to a poet instinctively.” True to his words, the
‘born poet that Nilakantha is, he visualised and wrote

what all has been said in theé first 60 verses, while still '

blind. But, when the’ lamentations reach a very high
pitch in the 61st sloka, wherein he .complains that
neither the perfect faggtE acquired by Nilakentha,
the Karmatha, nor the divine fervour in which the
Bhakthl-mtomcated Nilakantha was swimming; affords
any help, in his attempt to perceive the sublime beauty
of the feet of Sree Minakshi, in spite .of Her condescen-
ding mercy and grace, without the aid of the physical
eye, the eyes regain their power. ‘What follows? The
poet, philosopher, saint ‘and sage bursts forth, in langu-
age of torrential eloquence, into an ecstatic description

of Devi, the feet which constitute: the cynosure of even
Yogis like - Suka, with the nails eclipsing the brilliance
of the moon and _the tingling and mv1tmg 99T, the
utsanga coveted by Brahma,Vishnu andRudra, the thigh

which chases away the misery of Siva resting onit, her




xxii

flowing garland, the shining pomegranatelike row of
teeth, the smile which brings its Mangala to the afflicted
'devotees the artwt w}uch is the qumtessence
of the Sara of all .Agama.s the Nasamam the ’l‘atanka
and Ka.taksha, ete.” . 7.

Such is ‘the. And‘ydasagarastaw of Nilakantha,
wherein are_ tre”asurea the richest devotional and
phllosophm concepts, and ‘which. takes the aut'ho'r the
reader, the hearer, the translators a.nd ethors g.ll a,l}ke -
to the Ananda of the Dlvme ‘Presence. RER
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1. I contemplate on the wave-like succession of
glances, impelled by a swift-springing gale of com-
passion, of the Mother of the Universe, even while I

stood at great distance sluggishly despairing of '

being vouchsafed an opportunity to pIead my plight
“before her.
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2. .How can I have anything to say which is nd£
already known to you (in your omniscience)? And yet
the urgent thoughts being forcibly shut up will deprive
me of the relief which I direly need from their outflow.
Daughter of Malayadhvaja Pandya, my Mother, I
therefore request you to give me a hearing: -t
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3. If I were to cry myself -hoarse, lament piteously
or slap my mouth in despair in front of another, will
that another melt with pity. for me? And even if he
does, can he help me anyway ? I therefore wish to give
vent to my SOrrow in your presence as you rule the
world and are apt to be moved to compassion.
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4, (During the closing moments of hfe) when my,

‘ mind will be much disturbed;, when the tongue will -

faller, and when the eyes will whirl as if caught in a
vortex, who will be able to describe my condition to you

Oh! Consort of Siva, I will be-times make my submlsf
sion to’ you. Kindly listen. |
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. 5. Others may fill themselves with enthusiasm for
the galaxy of Divine Beings even as the poor rustic
-does for the town-bred people; but my Goddéss, my
heéart can never be drawn, even by force, away from

the lotus feet of yours.
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6. Whether you accept me or reject me, it matters
not. For I will lord it over the world by merely:
calling myself your slave. This much will do for me
to break the heads of the horrible ™essengers of
Death. ’ S
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7. Daughter of the Hills, scarcely;;any, as a matter
of fact, can get over misery by dependmg upon the
declaration of the revealed utterances that men attain
salvption through real knowledge proceeding from a
study of Vedanta, chastened by sharp enquiry and
assimilated by deep contemplation.
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" 8. Innumerable are the branches of the several
Vedas, and those branches have their own innumerable:
Upanisads severally. How many births will ofie have:
to - pass through, before one learns the texts alone

leaving out of consideration a knowledge of their ..

meaning.
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9. The philosophical schools are many and mutu-
ally contradicting. And the commentanes pertaining
to them have grown immensely vast.  In this state of
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zthings, ‘Oh Daughter of the Hills, who is competent to
ascertain the essentlal purport of the unyielding Vedic
dore?
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10. Let us suppose that in thousands of births-
one masters the Vedic texts and in the course of many-

others informs himself,of their general purport. Lven
then one will be confronted by the oceans of the perver--
ted philosophical theories impassable with the surging:
billows of idle contentions raised by wicked opponents-

© - of Truth. !
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11. After all, evea sound learning in the “Sastras

".can but impart to ome scarcely little more than the

.cleverness in bandying a few high sounding words like,
Brahman, Sakti, Bandhavimochani, (the releaser from

~ tbonds) Miyamayi (the genius of illusion) Madanintaka-

“Vallabha (the consort of the destroyer of Cupid) etc.
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12, Daughter of ‘the Lord of Mountains, you:,

vonchsafe your grace to him who attains by constant
effort the illuminating knowledge of the self. And.
nhone can hope to attain that knowledge who. is not.
blessed with‘your grace. This inter-dependance of the-
two perplexes us. )
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13. Or let me spzak on the assumption that some:

one succeeds in precisely understanding thé message of
the Vedic lore. Even in this case it is un-ﬁkely that.
hundreds of birth will wash off the illusion of two—
foldness, sticking fast to his soul through manifold

attachments contracted in innumerable past lives.
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14, If you interpret the Sastras to mean-that
some oue in the limitless expanse of time taking pre-
<aution that he never falls (from the strictest standard
prescribed for salvation-seekers) attains bliss at the very
last of an almost interminable series of births, then it is
as good as saying that it is practically impossible - for
any one to attain that Bliss. |
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15. Those who commit themselves, to this course
might as well repose at ease trusting to'some such.
théory as that the whole universe of'””b'eings attains
salvation when the one primary being is admitted to it
or that God releases all beings for admission to eternal
bliss at an appointed period. - Y
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+16s. Mother, it is impossible to expect men to
{Jevote themselves to Karma who after studying the
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ecarefully observmg ‘the conﬂxctmg precedents of the
«Sistas” (men wh%gé conduct is an example for
others) earn plenty of\ ‘wealth through- teaching and
other kinds of exertlons and in the end grow Iazy
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. 17. But, Mother, supposing one « strains himself to-
. observe Karma, what special happiness does that one
get as reward for his pains. He who was happy while:
he lived in this Bharata Varsa, now goes a little north
“and is happy in the same manner. [Svarga is north
of Bhiratha Varsa being situate on Meru and the
-pleasures of Svarga aré not different in kind [rom
those of the Earth.]
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18. The authoritative texts declare that if we give
up. Karma there is no redemption for us. They also

%,  say that doing Karma we can never cross this «“Sarh-
' sira”. We are at a loss to see what they mean really,
when they in the same breath both advocate and depre-
cate Karma. o :
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19. It is true that in the path of action, actions
done with avowed ~ renunciation of their fruits, are as

good as non-action. Indeed, fresh bonds will not be . -

contracted through them: but by what means are we to
get rid of those already holding- us tight around?
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20. There is no means of knowing how much
antecedent Karma has accumulated for me, how much

_of it has begun to hold sway over me and how much of

it will in the future begin to do the same. If I should
on their account be called upon to wait long, I cannot
endure the delay as every fraction of a minute to me is
now as tedious as a hundred kalpas. ’
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21, For one who even for a fraction of a minute
can have no patience with “Saitsara” the SANKHYA
. and other courses are as absurd to listen to, as the .
direction to a person writhing with gnawing hunger
. that he shall sit for his repast after counting’ the minu-
test sands of the Ganges. '
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22. What is Bhakti? If it is defined as a species-

of Love it is clearl); futile, because. there can be none
who does not have it.. Who does not love YOU in him-

self for YOU pervade all beings. In all the three worlds.

are there any who hate themselves?
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23. If Bhakti is defined as that love which is.
borne for you with ‘the clear knowledge that you are:
the real soul of &ll bemgs, then, “it is alright; but in

that case we shall be cpntent with the quahﬁeg (know~
ledge) and can dispense with the qualified (Bhakti.)
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24. If that loving regard which we have towards _

YOU as we bear towards our venerable elders be called
Bhakti, that indeed may be Bhakti, but for me, it is
<xactly the thing to guard against for what is more
surely the cause of the shackles of “Sarisira” than the
ill-advised cognition of two foldness.
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25. If service be called Bhakti, it involves a diréct

entry into the path of action and it is well known that
the servant is requited by the Master’s bemg pleased
with him., If Bhaktiis conte’nplatlon, it is a method
with which we are already familiar as it is the third in
order from “Sravana” (in the practice of JNANA.)
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26. Mother, you W111 Iam sure, grant me salva-
‘tion at this very spot. Yet it is my wish that I should

T e y—
v
- .

breathe my last at Manikarnika '(a holy ghat in Bena- -

res). Fof, even as vouchsafing pity beeomes masters,
doing duty becomes servants.

(A salvatxon—seeker is enjoined to spend his last
days at Kasi.)
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27. But the Puranas declare that only men w1th a

-creditable record of actions receive _the blissful com- .
' munication (from. God ViéveSvara) promptly, while

.men with tainted souls have to wait- very long. When
I consider this, I am not very, eager to covet even
WVaranasi.
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28. My inner being is overpowered by the inimicak
passions like pride and jealousy. My body is a prey
to a hundred ills in addition to its being shrivelled and.
the hairs having grown grey. My wife, and sons with
creditorlike airs have taken possession of the house. ) g
Mothier, how can I ever have peace of mind, S
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29. Are there not many men in the world who
are blessed in their partiality to “Sarisira” for jts
being most highly enjoyable? Oh consort of the highest

- Lord! Alas, how much do I suffer by the same -
. *~ «Sarhsira” on account of ‘my having caught a clouded

! wvision of true knowledge.
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"’ 30. Iam not competent to make any answer to
o « What is Sarmsara? By what failings was 3/,

th.e‘ Quesfion
What harm has it ‘done you? What

it brought about?
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kind of person you are’’ etc. But, My Mother, an’
indescribable  gloom does in this manner, overcome
me. )
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31. Inthis predicament, Oh Mothgr, the eternal
witness of all the world, it is impossible for me to
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determine what is fit for me to do, what the means, J?
what the goal and by what rule to proceed.
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32. I do not know what is good for me-—why Y.
speak of my ignorance of methods. I am wretched
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and hopelessly incapable of adherence to the rules. I
therefore, Oh Minaksi, helpless in very direction, seek
refuge with you, the Mother of the Universe, and more
especially my own mother. ‘
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- 33. A little of the Vedas, a little of Saiva Litera-
Tature, a little of the Sastras and a little of the Man-
tras handed down by-the process of initiation alone, I
have had opportunity to learn -and even that I have
learnt only superficially, But it is this that has induced

_the determination in me, that I must seek you as my
protectress. )
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34. 1pray that you will agree to gradé eligibility
ceive your compassion in the following manner :—-

‘those who are thoroughly ignorant of what the Vedas
say on Brahman and Jiva and the means of the latter
attaining the former, shall be placed first;.and' those

s
. @s
to re
whe

e

have just learnt (like me) that it is your nature

v~ to relieve the distressed, shall come next. %
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35.  Mother, I shall exert myself _just to such an
extent as would suffice to induce you to regard me as

your own. More than that, ‘Ineed not trouble myself

about. - Does any servant constantly remind his master
that the latter should not forget to utxhse his services
in this or that manner?.
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36. I shall try to avoid things prohibited and to
carry out positive injunctions—according to the best of
my ability of course—this being the rule in the case
" of such injunctions. But, Oh consort of Siva! in regard
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to what- is termed “ability” 1 wish to introduce a

qualification tz., * that “ablllty” should be. taken to
have reference not to. “phys;cal ability”” but to “one’s
understandmg capacity.”
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37, u What formalities of self-surrender would that
indolent one observe who, considering it a burden offers
his self itself to Thee? Surrender with its attendant

formalities might  bave universal vogue, but here in
_ this extra-ordihary mode of self-surrender, the wealth

of supreme Faith is itself the Totality.




T

4 e SeNNE J6 Seuld

T Fea: Agarsiy -am
qAIeEHSH aft Sl ¥ 7 e |
AT T TG g
HI T Al RARRYRTL 0 3¢ 0
‘B s CrrCans Naps: voaenCgrSi9 or s :
OrrwrdCasid en 8 siwedfl Guw 5 Gorap : |

Lrgmra 8 &swuusid Sg'm‘a;swaw-vpmu_l
Csr n;rrmauﬁgsu‘@ Ger‘QmTaQGg_ra,sm W

—;ﬁGu'ﬁ'ﬁTﬁﬂ—p_arr & @ govred THEA: = Lymid]
Uerguh A ﬂﬁ—@gae@@ua}gzxm (gor orarém)
Wﬁ-ﬁ@gvﬁmrﬂr FHIN R A =g ror Q@09 guo

T a N =aerels Csraglordv. A T = grumr

Calw QerCgsiinc_ A= gerrgang TG FRN:
= 190Bh A L‘?svr?mra;@ an%lgrarv"[qq_éy.g

Curgers eTarp Gppsws W W T =wsr 7 e

Qere guariaer ?

(5 mﬂ) o e WDEE@U'G’GITG\) 5 reoT Qq_u_urty.s
Qarary me@3 pear. erar gy gagard srer @p}D
wreflurgwr Grcr.  gri ee Oiv  geirerfon 5 e cir

& Gpiog yHCurgers Qsis @pptsﬁp@

!LSYTGYTIF@LDFP

38. Under your guidance 1 live and act, Oh
Mother, and if I err I am certainly not to blame. Who

will accuse a child of overeating when he is being fed
by his mother’s own hand.
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39. It is conceivable that accumulated past

' Karma which has commenced its operative period will

stand in the way of attainment of salvation by those




46 o e SN TEVFEULD -

who seek to achieve their end relying upon their
own intellect. But mother, if the same obstruction be
pleaded also in the case of those who have resorted to
you as the means of achieving salvation, where is your
boasted Omnipotence. -
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40. Daughter of the Hills, in the case of those

who seek refuge with you, you had better transfer else- *

Whe're’or utterly destroy their past Karma. Do’ not
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even.men transfer’ elsewhere - or - destroy the poison
which has permeated the body. N
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41. -Goddess, if I appropriately employ my senses
in seeing your form, hearing your glories, worshipping
you and contemplating upon you and implore you dog-
gedly, taking advantage of my familarity with you in

" innumerable past births, I am sure that they (the past
deeds) would vanish even now. '
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42. If you have taken compassion on me " and
resolved to protect me, do protect me., Why this need-
less review of my past good or bad fieads When we
know how according to your whims and fancy you
create or destroy the world, shall we be deceived

by your plea that you have to subordinate your grace
to the force of Karma?
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43, When Sri-Appayya Diksita dedicated him-
self to you, he has already dedicated the entire progeny
of his line also to you. Oh, Consort of the highest
Lord, you cannot neglect a hereditary slave, nor can I
desist from serving you, my hereditory Goddess.
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44. If on account of ignorance, I seek the pro-
tection of some other Divinity, I do not by that much
become the property of that Divinity. If an animal
(Cow) belonging to the King enters another’s house on
account of its stupidity, will it become the property of
that another?
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45. Fools, why do you sink in the ocean of birth
and death needlessly carrying on your head a huge
burden. Throw the whole burden at the feet of the
mother and cross this with a light heart as you would
a-pond.
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46. Where will this body fall? Where will I be'
taken afterwards? Who will punish me? and for what

* {ength of time? By what meahs I can get over that?

These and all the other never ending cares which were
worrying me I have by degrees emptied down at your feet.
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47, When I had thus supplicated but once,
Mother was so moved with compassion for me that
she began to consider within herself anxiously whether
she should import knowledge unto me or lift me up
even without that process and whether she should
over rule all my Past Karma or abide by their sway,
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48. This is the power of differentiation between -
_ dead matter and living organisms, Tuis is the skill
'Y in examining the different natures of the Tattvas,
Earth and others. This is the true vision of Siva
obtained through searching a crore of Agamas viz,,
that I have laid my whole self at the feet of Mother,
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49. Oh Consort of the Lord of Hilisya, I have
‘laid my whole being at your feet who are seated in ° »
the midst of thirty-six ramparts who among the in- %
habitants of the Earth, Nether regions and Heaven
will now dare even to steal a glance at me.
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50. Mother, all this is now certain to happen,
namely that you will free me from my bonds and take
me to eternal bliss. But I doabt if even in salvation,
I can derive greater pleasure than that which I now
enjoy after having relieved myself by placing all my -
burden before you.
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51. Grant me riddance of my mortal body in
Kadior in the abode of the eaters of dog’s flesh
‘ (Cax.ldélas'). Take me to heaven, grant me salvation
or thrust me down to perdition. Send your grace
presently or delay it indefinitely. I am not in the
least concerned about all that, For the owner can put
to any kind of use his property.
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52. I cannot tolerate anything standing between
me and my listening to talks about you, Neither can I
brook any interruption of my offering worship at your
feet. If you grant me salvation let it not prove an
impediment to the above two desires of miine. If itis
likely to be otherwise, Oh Mother, I court not that
misfortune in the shape of salvation. '
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53. Mother, calling up before my mental vision
as often as possible each and every part of your divine
personality which ensures the prosperity of the World,
I feel like bemg borne on the succession of waves of
the ocean of joy and-scarcely ever keep a reckoning of
the days that flee past. '
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54. Mother, I shall meditate upon your foot which

is tender ds butter produced by churning the ogean of
nectar and which looks as if it grew red consequent
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upon its treading on the crown of the Vedas (Upani-
~shads) harder than stone.
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" 55. We shall gaily cross the ocean of birth and
death by bearing on our heads your foot which is ador- />~
ed (as weighty) in all the three worlds,
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56. Let alone the fact ‘that in the victory over’
cupid, which was achieved by both, by the look of the
eye on the forehead, Siva Who was only an ally, appro~ " -
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Priated to himself, the whole credit. But Mother, what
had Siva ever to do with the overthrow of Death which
was achieved singly by the left foot belonging to you
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57.- World Mother, If you find my mind soft, use-
it as slippers for your feet. If you find it hard, let it

Serve as the stone which you stand on during your -
v *vwedding with Purari.
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58. My lotus heart sticking firmly with adoration
to the sole of your feet soft and of lovely hue, becomes
the lotus mark for you indicating your supreme Im

peti i
rial sway over Il the 224 worlds. ‘
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59. Queen of Madhura, Mother, if I have clung
‘fo your feet, with rather a rough grasp fotgetting their
exquisite tenderness, pardon my fault, as I do so under
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60. Mother, I am afraid that my harsh (unpolish-

ed) words are calculated to give pain 'to your feet which

Siva touches cautiously with'the tip of his-crescent moon
while prostrating before them to make amends for his
indiscretions in his amours, and which are hurt even

by the ﬂowers being thrown against them in worsh1p
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61. Supposing through compassion for me, you-
admit me to the sight of your lotus-feet, with what eyes
shall I be able to behold them—the feet which are by
nature lovely, to which nothing can be superiot, of which
scarcely anyone canhave any intellectual comprehension,
which (being divine) are the very opposite of things-
earthy and which are the prime source of all auspicious-
ness. -
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62. Even divine eyesight can -only comprehend
things which the heavenly beings can see. In the mat-
ter of beholding your form, to the magnificence of
which you alone can be witness, we have, as the only
resort, to pray for.becoming yourself.
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63. Those few fortunate men like the sage Suka,
who, in all this endlessly revolving amplitude of ages,
becoming rarified, into their spiritual essences merged
into your feet, are, we believe, now shining there in the
guise of the toe nails.
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64. Mother, It looks as if this moon who from
his childhood was brought up by you with affection
had dedicated himself at your feet having divided his
disc into several phases and assumed the guise of the
toe nails in order to show his gratitude.
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65. The scriptural injunctions do.not reach my A
heart ‘as the passage is blocked by the rock of scepticism-
To push away this obstacle, I do not know how greata ©
flood of the waters washing the feet of the Supreme
Goddess I may have to take in.
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66. Willit be given to me, Oh Mother, to hear
the tinckling music of your anklets even as you rush
forward towards me with compassion during my last
moments when I, your child, am surrounded by the
messengers of Death,
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67. They say that the dullest of the sons, becomes
the pet of the mother, Mother dear, when are you go-
ing to take me on your lip, where the innumerable
<hildren of yours including Brahma, I§vara and Visnu
Have reposed in succession?
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68. Shall I be so fortunate as to hear in this life
itself at Manikarnika, the soul-liberating communica*
tion from the Lord, while you having placed’ my head
on your lap, assuage my pains by fanning. my face out
of pity with the edge of your upper garment? (Mani-
karnika is a bathing ghat on the Ganges just opposite:
to the temple of Viévesvara, Benares )
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. 69. ' I meditate upon the entire hind partsof yours,
, Which adorn the spacious couch of Purdri, their loveli-
ness bemg enhanced by fhe short petticoat which in its

turn is shown to advantage by the golden Wa.1st cloth
held tight by the zone.
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70. I fancy that the girdle of gold worn by you

is really, a perpetual wall raised by you round your
waist in pursuance of your resolve to protect all the

‘.54 A
-+ - fourteen worlds accommodated in your womb.
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71. If even the pearls (liberated souls) would
chng to your :breasts eager to suck their milk, should
" not we who are being roasted by the terrible fever of
this worldly life, long to have our mouths wetted with

that m:lk?
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72. The string of pearls worn by the supreme

'dedess strikes my fancy as the line of drops of 'milk

dripping from her breasts while her heart melts with
affection upon her regaining me who was long lost to
her.
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’ 73. My Goddess, your sugarcane-bow, is reputed

to comprise the minds of men. In that case let my
mind be placed at the lower end of the bow; for thus

situated it can enjoy the contact of the tip of your
foot when you bend the bow.
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74.  Having assumed a frightful anger for puni- :
shing your grossly wicked children, you employ flowers
in place of arrows, Mother, this indeed is great seve-
rity against them—is it not? ’
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75. Those who desire secular pleasures meditate
upon you as holding in your two hands the rope and the
hook and acquire the power of controlling and fascin-
ating the world of men; or meditating upon your bow
and arrows but once, they become ‘kings.
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76. But those happy men who have realised the
supreme truth conquer love and hate by contemplating
upon you as holding in your hands the rope and' the
hook; or withdraw their minds from the treackerous

pit of worldly pleasures by meditating upon you as hold-
ing the bow in one hand and the arrow in the other. ’
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77 The scriptures say that the minds of mortals
reach the moon when they get released from the body.

It may be so. But, Goddess, my mind has even now
stuck itself fast to the moon in the shape of your face.
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78. Who is compe.téht to deseribe the spotless
whiiteness of" your teeth which are only the several
branches of learning in another form, Oh Mother! The
goddess of learning, born of them, is white; and the
fame of poets through her is whiter still.
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79. The fact that.your clear white teeths bear the
(purple) tint of the seeds of a pomegranate bursting
with maturity, I infer, is due to the adherence to them
of my mind excessively red with surging passions.
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80. If one half of your smile had vanquished
the Tripuras, could not the other half achieve as much?
, Therefore, Mother, I contemplate upon your smile in-
LN

> - viting it to burn out my causal, subtle, and material

. bodies.
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81. - The mother’s heart melting like butter on see-
ing my.miserable plight - seems to gush out in the
shape of a smile. May that smile, which can dlspel
gloom and bring happiness, give us prosperity.
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~ 82. Mother, let my mouth be the spitioon for

* the betel juice, which possesses the fragrance of cam-
~ phor flakes, intensified by the natural fragrance of
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your mouth, and which is the essence of all sacred

knowledge. o R
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83. Consort of Siva! the pearl pendent of your
nose shines in the minds of sages brought under cont-
rol by dint of long practice, like the planet Venug
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' mdlcatmg the termination of. the long night of igno-

i - (The appearance of Venus in the Eastem sky,
indicates the proximity of Dawn)
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84. Your mouth seems to bear in its cavity the
first letter Om which is the pure essence of the one
universal spirit, on account of the cheek "bulging out

with chewed betel bearing the reflection of ; the ear’
Ornament: ~ o -
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- 85. Your look gives manifold prosperity ang
grants all sorts of happiness. It .easily bestows on
one even the status of Indra. Mother, it may be cap-
able of granting these and even greater things, but,
to this. very day, it has not excelled Karna (travell-

~ed beyond the- ear.) ‘
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.86. Who will profit by the moonlight of your
eyes, which shines in vain over the vast woods of the
‘Upanishads strewn with craggy hillocks and impass-
able by men? Bathe me who am suffering from an-
guish in that moonlight just for a while.
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7. Mother, it is a defective praise to say of-
your look that it revived ‘Cupid who was annihilated
by Siva. For, while the look, by its mere sportlve
caprice, can fulfil the entire fourfold desires of men
such a praise can only be partial.
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Sg’ ‘Learned men should not, mistake the mean-

".lng of -the Veda when it sdys that “Soma” created
- ;the -world, thinking that the creeper “Soma” is refer-

.red 10.  The reference is really to the moon which
in.the guise of your eye, where you form the left
part .of Siva, creates the world.
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89. Mother, just because your look most hbgr% s
ally inclined would think of the Earth as the pcﬁmf:‘
of a needle or of MERU as a mere atom, we too, Who
are looked at by you think of the ocean of Samsare
with its beating billows as but a pool.

AR TR
FEIHATGT: FASIFTFI, |

qEANARA FOATSIHAl-
AFARETAMLAN FAGT:- 1) Qo (1




100 : %c&$§mnsydu§mnb

areaf 8Cs 565U ausewrrGversr:
| saperrGsemr e Swer mapgmOrg | .
or FigusH vorem vsCorsGeGar-
| in/ragff;umrigrsalup/rg_a_nﬂ‘a;ﬁ': 51_/;'5553/1': Il @i I

A= grGu ! Wﬁﬁﬁ?l’ﬂw=6wydva;,@é@ @y
QDe_toreanEuUre mmﬁﬂ:=5n'-:_'/51r1.b@urré) Qeuapremto
rﬂpﬁ) ®_GnL_ILIGHEYIL|LD, W=G\)rﬁ#’-&ﬂ9m Crirdans
wre FERIJGIT: = grerrg srméaseler STz Hujant—
wena@uLb -ﬂmnﬁaﬁﬁ}ﬁmﬁ?ﬂﬂ=&rmwmt_£§
germsolier SsssHlaerer. yimss e gs
srrenggre AL =g plurarmann ger (oer)
) izfﬁT::uriwwsdf'éf(ﬁﬁ:Gmwtra aler i@ S er peor.

(s - enl) e &t s;_‘/raa}g'z%rgsfr wravar Qgald
@fé}&é'@ﬂl_mrs Q@LLsre 5#@;@6’:.1#61) QargpLiLr
u_,z.b ,.*éoiﬁ;;f.QGgaguﬁsir?.dméLm}grégnb' Brvmrs grmé
saflar Qailiy Bpupo _vamasarryh, Frawwea s s
serigener LUTUBSHTS ment LU e & i
@ggadrpm. [&_rampmger e S wenwiuys, Miulémﬁ
qigg,@_;g W& LT LESerud Gurésw@d Y
vqau_a;fmﬂf-]

90. Mother, your glances flourish, shining white
like camphor on account of their being the abode of
Sarasvati, bearing the hue of the filaments of the Lotus
due to the presence in'them of LAKSHMI and dark in
lustre by reason of their brushing aside the dirt of the
minds of the multitudes of beings taking refuge under

you.
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91. The stain of collyrium at the corner of your .
eyes which recedes as far as the ear has the appearance
of a line of moss floating over. the uncéasing flood of
compassion gushing forth from the eyes.
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92. How can I trust your corner glace which cre-

* ates, protects and also destroys the universe, thus show-

ing its capricious nature? Goddess, I would trust only
your compassion acting in obedience to which even that
cotner glance athieves fame.
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93 Mother, now that I see how you comprise one
half of Iswara’s form, I make discovery of a secret,
namely, that Iswara’s motiveless compassion on the 6ne
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side Weighs equally with all His other excellences pitted
against it on the other side. ;
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94. Mother, the Iooks of the Gods, fixed on the
meeting place of your brows in their anxiety to read
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}  with acute attention your behests for them from the
movement of your brows, being stuck up there, dis~
3 charge the function of thé musk mark. -
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95. Your face was created with the luminous
parts of a thousand moons extracted particle by particle.
The black spots -of as many 'moons, Oh Goddess, were
heaped up just on the other 51de to form the tresses of
hair. .
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96. The moon phase bright like crystal placed on

Your locks, lovely like the shoots of sapphire, becoming

- bluish by the contact, almost looks: like a petal of the

blue lily worn as ornament on the head.
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97. Queen of the worlds, the well known gems of
r CHINTAMANI and KAUSTUBHA wait at the
entrance of your abode. Who can describe even if he

o




» births, the fortunate few mediate upon your form ruddy
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be Vachaspati or his compeer—your crown as it passes A
anybody’s understanding what other jewel adorns it?

IR LT
qafgAarRengaafiaeE |
FFRARIRATEGAIN A1T-
il FSf = sTaf erfa 1 ’¢ 0

Lrrgof e ssreflclbeinsrmeyd
ururd gus s8r g gy sermd |
vosBwrrevrruflerapwurd wrg-
roord Gss9 #r8w gmaf evwrs S I gy I
m2=‘5erM! ﬁrgﬁaﬂn?rﬁwwmwn?f:e_ggcgm BT »v»é{‘
@ruisarGure Rass aifenr(pem Uewsenn TATRIE-
mmﬂ%':éy?mrmtrm uSern &5 QrigerGuirés
@afit s garanyw HFREARIRATEAN = &y o 1 rovgger
ewrrs QU@SEES LOLILO TGP ) Lo ear AFIR =0 gy oy
swatr WR=aCgr e TH TM=sm @ gerws
e W =choifléReir pewit.
(3 -su)_u') sTL @iur?&'aﬂsér @Gm_'u_,’ ;ﬁp@m,‘u
b saméBoors bBriseoler GefisByeme wgn
ey Qum@gwrer e yuswsr 8% ss
guéE L OpLin9erde.

98. Mother, at the very last of their series of

like a hundred rising suns, cool like ten thousand full
moons and steeped in a profuse overflow of pure love,
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99. May -that all-ruddy object of devotion rise
before my vision, wearing the fresh saffron, charming
with the many jewelled ornaments worn on every part

7. .of the body with its mouth filled with betel and adorned
with the young moon on the head.
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. 100. In the triple worlds the male_and the female

“are half and half among all the moving or rooted crea-
tion. As you have assumed a form half male and half
female, Goddess, you are rightly regarded as comprising
the three worlds in your own form.
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101. Daughter of the Mountam you create, deg.
troy and carry on the triple worlds. It is doubtful if
at all Maheswara is aware of all that. But, because of

His being your consort, even the sacred texts Speak ° f
of him as the originator of the worlds.
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.102. You are the one universal existence and the
conscmusness of unhmlted bliss. Unalded you do
the work of creation, protection and destruction.  Ts

there anything left beside yourself for its being called \57

““Siva’”? Fools say that you are only ahalf of Siva,
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103. There the Sun shines not. There the wind s

blows not. All the world knows nothing about that.
Such is the zenana of the vanqulsher of Death. But
here children of our type go about w1th freedom.
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=+ 7104 Let me not live in a place where you chnnot !

be seen. I despise all learnihg which does _not’ teach
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ys what you are truly. I donot pray for descendants in
’ my line if they should be devoid of devotion for you,

Let me not live my years ‘of life dxvorced from thoughts ‘
about you.
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1,105, Goddess; you are*what ‘yoit: are:. Who can
ever know, not to say describe, you as such? I am such
an ignoramus as does not know himself. Mother, 1
am ashamed to dedlcate this poem to you
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106. I am not in the least elated at heart that I

have composed a poem and, offered it at your feet. 1

am’myself aware what a fool I have made myself here.

And yet, Mother, I count, with confidence, upon your

quality of vouchsafing refuge to the helpless.
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, 107 When the sun and the Moon ‘would have set - & {f >
freeing themselves from the solstices, etc. of the Zodia-
cal course, O Mother, ‘will it be given to me to see

your lotus feet, the bringer of blissful joy and dispeller
of all dxffere‘ncesP
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* . 108. 'I medidate at heart on the form of the
! . Mother of the Worlds, which is identical ‘with ‘the all-

¢ embracmg sound and manifests itself in the Brahma

g Sutras and which is known by the Swan (as banner or
vehlcle) and wears as ornament the dxglt of the moon.
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