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PREFACE

Some nine or ten years ago, we composed a small poem,
in two parts, on the character of good and bad women, and
published it by portions, in several numbers of the “M.Star,” in
order to test its merits and usefulness. Some of the readers. who
admired and appreciated it, desired that it should be published
in a book form; some, who supposed that we had already printed
it, kindly applied to be furnished with copies. So years passed on
with occasional requests for the work, until recently we have been
unexpectedly asked by a friend in Madras to be furnished with a

CopVy.

Being roused by his request to consider if the publication
of the poem was not a duty, we decided to print it, and at once
began to prepare a manuscript for the press. Fortunately, one
dear to us suggested that the work was one sided, and, to make.
Seeing that this was true, we wrote two parts on the male sex
also, and complemented the work by adding four more parts in
prose, as an exposition of the poem. We entitled the whole, as
formerly, Illara Nondy, and added the English title “The Husband
and Wife.”

It is not our purpose to slander either sex, but to promote
mutual happiness among husbands and wives, to produce
harmony in households, and to impress on the hearts of young
men and women that true education and piety, not dowry and
beauty, are the best assurance of domestic happiness.



To engage the attention of our readers, we have tried to
select, for the most part, common but choice words, with strong
expressions and maxims interspersed here and there. To interest
singers, we chose the peculiar and pleasing metre called Nondy,
which is used in comic poems. To satisty readers who are
novices in poetry, we had recourse to the prose, which is, by
nomeans, a mere paraphrase of the poetry.

Philanthropists and friends of Tamil, are invited to lend
their aid to secure a wide circulation of the work. While we do
not profess to enjoy or invite criticisms of a captious and
fault-finding sort, all kindly and valuable suggestions or correc-
tions will be thankfully received.

That God will bless this work is the humble prayer of the
author.
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