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The Aravidu Dynasty by Father Heras (P.553)

A notable instance of the struggle between the two sects is the
lamentable -event that took place at Chidambaram in 1597 A.D. While
Krishnappa Nayaka of Jinjii himself a Staunch Vaishnava, was there Su-
perintending the improvements which he had ordered at the temple of
Govind Raja within the great Saiva Temple. Father N. Pimenta, who passed
+ through Chidambaram at this time narrates in one of his letters that on
* this occasion a great controversy arose as to 'Whether it were lawful to -

place the signe of Perumal in the temple at Chidambaram. Some refused,
others by their legates importunatly urged and the Naiks of Gingee
decreed to erect in the temple’ These last words of pimenta indicate that
after the restoration of the idol to the temple by Rama Rayan it had again
been removed and its shrine probably destroyed. In order to re-instal if
with due honour, Krishnappa Nayaka ordered the old shrine to be repaired

and even perhaps enlarged’ '

This was the cause of the whole tro_uble. “The priests of the Temple
which were the Treasuries” Continues, pimenta (were) with standing, and
threatening if it were done, to cast down themselves from the top. The.
Brahmanes of the temple_swore to do the like after they buried the former,
which yet after better advice they performed not”. But Krishanppa Nayaka
was unmoved by any such threat. When the reconstruction of the shrine
was carried on without hesitation where upon the priests climbing one of
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the high Gopurams of the temple started to cast themselves down while
the Nayak was in the temple, "About twenty had perished in that precipitation
on that day of our departure, whereat the Naichus angry, caused his
gunners to shoot at the rest which killed two 6f them. Awoman also was so
hotin this Zealous quarrel that she cut her own throat". Naturally Krishnappa
Nayaka accomplished his purpose in spite of this opposition.
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