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PUBLISHERS NOTE .

o In the whoje ra,nge of Sa.nsknt Vedantxc hi:era.ture, the works and'_
Wntmgs of thé gfeat Indian ghalqsopher Shankaraqharya always stands »out
pronunently first and foremost in respect of clear thought and reasomng,
and happy blending of theology and philosophy. Next to his sixteen Bha-
shyas his Prakarape Granthas i. e. concise essays are very populir among
the masses, for the ease with which he brings home to the heart of his

E- " readefs and disciples his doctrine of absolute Brahmanism. 7The Pan.

chitkaranam is one amongst them, and also one of the best; and is now

L\; “présented to the public with all the available commentaries on it. ‘There

4%  is a difference of opinion amongst the learned pandits and sanyasas as to

? " tothe first sentence from which the original Panchikaranam begins:

' some leave off the first paragraph, as being later interpolation, a and tlusf

' fact is supported by Anandgm, who is. considered an authority on the

genuineness of the works of Shankarachirya, because he has not left

otit a single sentence of Shaskarichirya uncommented. Some take

the text of Panchikatanam as it 1s. We have therefore drawn the atten- .

| temained enigmatical to us. In order to make the matter easy and under- h
standable, we have collected all the available commentaries on it and got
them printed in one small volume. - ‘The last named commentatry namely -

L o esai, the

| Th text of Panchxkarana.m is terse and very brief, as terse and bnef
- and | full of meaning as the sitras of Badrayana; and were it not for the .
irtika of Sureshwara, his direct first disciple, the book would have

Pamlzzkamn-Chandnka was only by a chance u.nearthed from the colleer -
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i
made some efforts, but in vain, to get at least one Fiote copy of it froin the
descendents and relatives of the author Gangadhar, who was once
liying in Beniares. There is also a mention made of one more commentary
viz. Bkavaprakashika by Narayan in his tika called the Abkarana. ‘That
too we tried to obtain from different places, but to no purpose; and it
seems that it is not now available, being lost into the oblivion. But
we would be very thankful if any of the readers of this book would,

by a chance, find it out and send it to us. We will very willingly
Publish the same along? With; this- booke— - - ~--wros

v~

e el S -

The publishers feel highly obliged .and indebted to Mr. Narmada-
Shankar Deyshankar. Mehta  for kindly condescending to write an
English Introduction to this wotk and for giving the benefit of his Enow-
ledge and firm grasp of Adwaita Vedant Philosophy tothe general ‘public:” |
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| 'Int:r.Od_uction |

) * ‘ v v vV v g

The Vedanta Ph1losophy as propounded by S’ankarichirya in his

* Prasthana Traya Bhashyas, is not a mere specu-

stcxplme of Vedanfic tea- lative system of philosophy - as in the west.
°“‘2§£3§°§n‘1§’f1’5§‘$§§3‘a am.i S’ankaracharya ( 788-820 A. D. ) was not a mere
' thinker of Adwaitism, but a teacher .of practical
reahsatlon of the principle of identity between the Individiral ego and. the

Supreme Being. . The synthetic unity underlying the ego’and Ged ;was

taught through the mystic proposition ‘‘So’ham’’ ;which is the natural

rhythmic expression of a living being through the normal course of brea-
thing, The proposition, although a natural- rhyﬁhmic souxd, indicating
the presence of life, has a mystic mterpretatmn according to the Sanskrit
lapguage. The interpretation of the words ‘“So’ham’ is: “I am he”
thp.t is to say the living personahty (Aham—I) is He i, e. God ot Suptreme
Bgipg. The words ‘*So’ham’’, therefore, _convey the sense of persenal
identity, of the microcosmic soul with the macrocosmic soul. The synthe-
tic umty revealed by this mystic proposition was further condensed by
the elimination of two consonants *“Sa™ and “Ha” and the remaining
sound “Om’’ is extracted as the fundamental Logos capable of revealing
thp full majesty of the Absolute or Brahman if properly used in the man-
ner prescribed in the various disciplines of Yoga system. These disciplines
of Yoga. based on ‘‘Om’, otherwise called Pranava* (inasmuch as the
' word is “new at evety step of the reahsa‘mon") are four'-Man\tra.-

Bea: cnw “':Evoluhom o£ the- vacaptmn o:E Prﬂmwu. » :Eor ﬁnu:her expoaihon, of
. the fabjedt: . . G L :

o
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y yoga, Layayoga, Hathayoga and Rajayoga.* In
our lg?gzgtflggg%ol Nature  the first method, the disciple is required to take
auxilliary help of the principal mantra given to

“him by his mystic teacher. The mantra evolves from Pranava and disap-

pears in Pranava, and the Pranava becomes the “germ’’ of revelation of
identity of the reciter of mantra and the deity indicated by the mantra,
The whole system of mantrasastra is based on a deep study of Pranava
and its evolution in alphabets (Varna), words (Padas), and proposition
(Vakya) which constitute the body of the mantra. The ceremonial or
ritualism connected with mantra is called Tantra, and the external symbol
indicating or suggesting the principles is called Yantra.

The second method of Yoga is designated as Layayoga inasmuch as
the human mind performs a mental operation
of Znvolution after grasping the course of
evolution. 'The Pranava is associated with mental activity in a definite
line whereby consciousness withdraws itself from external objects or
non-ego, and centralises itself in the internmal principle  zsiz: Self. To -
all external appearance the adept of -Layayoga is in a trance of
unconsciousness, but to an internal seer, he is in a supra—conscious state
(Turiya), unaffected by sleep, dream or waking. :
In the third method called Hathayoga, Pranava is assoc1ated w1th
III. Nature of Hathayoga. vanou; kl?ds of breathing exercises, and the
‘ goal of realisation is secured through the control

of Prina associated with the maximum exercise of Pranava or ‘‘Om”.

The Fourth method called Rijayoga involves the association of
IV, Nature of Rajayoga. Pranava with the direct modes of the Absolute
Consciousness. The subjective conscious ego
establishes a familiar track for a uniom with the Absolute Conscious
Principle, and the Channel of Communication is neither Logos (Vac), nor
mind (manas), not. vital air (Ptana), but a flow of conmsciousiess from
microcosm (Pinda) to macrocosm (Brahmanda).
What is the rationale underlymg the foutfold d1sc1pl1ne of Yoga
. advocatad in the Upamshads and systematised
S'ankarichirya’s theoretical by S’ankarachalya. in his practical - handbaoks

and practical .teaching of g
Adwaitism embodided in  called Prakaranas? It may be noted that the

h ak
B am;gp:ggvify AN - doctrinal side of Vedinta is embodied in the
' ' Prasthana - Traya Bhashyas (. e Commentaries

II. Nature of Layayoga.

* See Yogatattvopanishad-19.
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on Upanishads, Bhagwadgita and Brahamasttra), but the practical appli-
cation of Vedanta is taught in Prakaranas or Concisé treatisés on
specific subjects. Thé most _pregnant Prakarana of S’ ankaracharya on
: “the d1sclp11nar.y side of his philosophy of Adwai.
Pancmkal’l;:ll‘:z r;.; 2 typxcal “tism is known as Panchikarana, which, in size
. consists of only two pages, but in the depth
of thought is equal- to an encyclopaedia of Adwaitic philosophy. The
Adwaitic teaching is put in'the form of Sutras or concise propositions
which may be expanded by the teacher according to.the receptive
capacity of the pupil.

The theory of Vedanta is strictly speaking Adwaitic or Non-dualistic,

- .and not Ekantic or Monistic. There is an

Aﬁg:itiiﬁasagi fgﬁlglegmor .important difference between Adwaitism (non-
- distinguished. dualism)and Ekantism (monism). The former ad-
t ‘ mits of the pkenomenal existence of the Universe

in the nowmenal reality of Brahman; while the latter regards Brahman
or Absolute as the only principle. The former doctrine involves an
empirical reality of the phenomenal world in and through the absolute
reality of Brahman; the latter involves an assuinption of modes of exis-
‘tence of the Absolute (Brahman) The former is based on Mayavada, and
Jthe latter is based on Saktivada. It is out of place here to discuss the
‘ relative merits of the- alternative theories of

Mayavada and S’aktivida, Mayivada and Saktivada both of which find

_support in_the teaching of the Upanishads. Suffice it to say that

in - the. exatem: teaching of Vedanta. S’ankaricharya has adopted the

Mayavada or. the phenomenal appearance of the world in and through
- Brahman: which is the noumenal reality. The phenomenal appearance
~of the world is not a mere illusion, but a gradual manifestation of the

Divine according to the inherent law. There is a system behind both
the appearance.and disappearance of the Universe, the former involv-
ing the duality of the knower and the known, while the latter involving
the unity of the knower and the known. The former cycle is called

- Creation by the inherent Will; while the latter is called Cessation by the

game Will.. As the Creation and Cessation of the multiform Universe is
ot real but phenomenal; the terms used the in Vedaatic Doctrine are not
not ‘‘Srishti’’ and ‘‘Laya” but ‘"Adbydropa’’ 01- Positing of .the world




4

" -through Nescience and Apavida or Removal of
ggagg;abgo;“fy“gmgg:' ' the same through Gnosis. S'ankardcharya wants
or Adhyaropa and Apavada ' to emphasize the point by the change of the older
methods with regard to the . o : .

- phenomena.l world, - termmalogy of the Sankhyas that there is mno
: extra—Cosmic force working in the appearanee

and dlsappearance of the world, but that there is an immanent principle-
of will in Brahman which veils itself and unveils itself, The former
condition is called Avidya giving .rise to dualism;and the latter comdi-
tion is called Vidya giving rise to Adwaitism. g a
S’ankaracharya in the text of Panchikarana unfolds the practmal

: ~ . side of his doctrine. Mere knowledge that Brah-
) Manifestatlon of Creative. - man alone is real - will not help the seeker after.

will‘of the Absolute in the -

. form oﬁsubject and object;. truth in seCur;ng freedom from mzmdeme ems~
to realise th1s truth by mf:thodmal yoga,. The ideal 0“8'1“" to be Ieahsed
in our life time, and should not be put off till- we secure another. birth in
higher plane .of existence e g. Brahmaloka. : S’ankaxach,arya. holds. Qut P
_key in the form. of Pranava whereby the whole realm of phenomenahty is
. gtevealed, and we:have a:-freedom: to grasp or com.prehend the mQﬂmenon _
(Brahman) remaining as the ‘background of the whole show. Pranam§.

which, as has been already explained, iss mystm mono:—syllabla EXtraetgd' o

- from. the. proposition *Sqe’ham’’ @S 1. e. ?“I am Brahman, is taken as
the basis of this Yoga. - : : :

i

The mono-syllable has three analytm sound (ABT Us, M‘{,) thch dre :
phonehcally combined in the form of - “om»
Pranavs conitains a key to - (Bﬁl{or a’) This synthetic form of: PranaVa takes
- thecomprehension of manl- 4 44 4. time in- promotncing;-and is-fiagg) in

festation and disappearance , -
oo me_phen.omemlvéﬂd. ‘-itterance. It is; -theréfore,’ ealled -Ardhamaty; -

Tr L. ni partly confected with the lower souuds of; A¥,Ua,
Mx. and partly: iconnected .with ‘the -upper sounds. of Bija (seed), Biudn
(germ);, and $akti (potency of germination).. The synthetic sogng “Qm» |
ealled Nida arising out of Ardhamatra, reverberates in-the yasilt (Akiga)
 of the cerebrum {sahasrara), and it passes into the stages of Bija, Bin du,
Salkti and absorbs. itself . (i.e. becores: Santa) in the the. fifa] principle
. ealled -S¢lf (Purusha or. Atma.) - 'l‘he a,nalysxs of. Pranava show; fhat it
- has seven elements ;= o ,

o i




[%
o

Seven - divisons' 6f Pranava Evolutmn

‘ _ o Involution
andfour- ‘fold"div&s_sionﬁhereof. v order. Lo ordiar; '
PSR 1. Santa. (Subs1d1ug in Self) - 7. /}
e 2. Sakti ~(Potency of germma,twn) 6.
. : 1 3 Bmdu (Nucleus of Logos) - ‘8o b
U 4. Bi:i? ~ (Seedlike sound mvolvmg 4, |
R AU V B nicleus) - '
SR (Synthe’uc Sound-Nada) o { \
o 5. M‘l . ,3,_;'."
R Y 4 } (Ana.lytzc sounds of Pranava) 2, h
\U 7.A%. ) .. 1,

'l‘he evolutlon is from up downwards the 1nvolut10n is from &own

tpwards. “The stages A, U. M, constitute “Om’’
‘Seven 'plan*&é and fouf iélaﬁes which is the synthetic fourth or Tutiya im the
gv:?m’exafc::;l?;g * process' of pronunciation. They are actually
' ‘Pi'anava. 7 < comprehended by the speaker or mutterer of .
e '~ “Om. 'The upper stages are apprehended - by
q mefospectmn or contémplation. For all practical purposes those upper
- stages dre grouped in -the Turiya or Fourth. Correspondmg to these
seéven stages of Pranava we have seven stages of existence called Bhu,
"‘Bhuva.r, Swar, Mahar, Jand, Tapa,and Satya. Corresponding 4d- the -
- fout stages 'of “‘Om™ (Bija) viz. ~Nada, A, U, M, we have four stages of
* emstence 1 Gross (Sthula~A), 2 Subtle (Sukshma, ), 3 Causal (Karana
" M), and transéendental (Mahakirana “Om®.) - The mono=syllable *‘Om"
‘ thus repreSents the four stages or planes of existence, the fourth ‘of
" wliic‘h i§ capdble of fitrther sub~divisions of Mahar, Jana, T4apa, and ‘Satya
which -literally’ mean:-—the Devotional, Creative, Contemplative 'and
Real. 'The Creative (Jana), Contemp]at1ve (Tapas) and Real (Satya),
" dre sub—-p}anes of Bmhmalokaf, while the Devotional « Mahar) is a
: subﬂ-piane of . Indraloka or the- so—called' Héaven of Gods.

[ Y

e The eleme,nts const1tutmg the upper planes involved in the synthetic
R ~ $Qm’ are:~(1) The real Brahman enveloped .ot
A ‘htm g::‘e °f°x‘§:;‘§f . conchtmned by Nescience; (2) The detached non-

thelr pimple forms, . - ego in an unevolved form ¢alled Avyakta, which
: makes the real Inﬁmte to a,pgear *as Exnzte-l 1(3» th

ﬁ f?mnsiple x@f intelligencs \’-Whgqh; Jbebgg forn
| wosbs (4) t*he »t  'of sepatate |exﬁstemee (Aﬁmka;an,-@
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itself as ‘I’ or ego in the womb of the Great and posits itself as against
#This’’ or non—ego; and (5) the elements of the objective or non-egoistic
world consisting of the inherent capacity of apprehending ger se, sound,
touch colour, taste, and odour. These five simple forms of apprehension
of the ego (Abhimana) involve threefold emana-

T}}g;gf:é‘i ;ﬁ’;‘(’n‘;‘l’;‘ °lfntt;‘° tions fromjAhamkara or Principle of Separateness.
Aﬁﬁmm%;h;ghUta - In their subjective -aspeét or apprehending
character of Ahankara or Principle of Separate-

xiess, they are called Adhyitma or Embodied conditions of Self; in their
, ob]ectlve aspect they are designated as Adhibhuta (appertaining to the
five objects); and in their connecting aspect they
are called Adhidaiva (appertaining to the
.spiritual or revealing help of the controlling powers of the objective
‘world). These three aspects Adhyatma, AdhibhGta and Adhidaiva of
the Vedanta correspond to the threefold divisions of Ahankara. into
. Ta1]asa (111um1nat1ng), Bhutadi (ongmator of Bhutas or five elements),
and Vaxkanka (Cosmlc evolution controllmg the -first two) of the
. Sankhya phﬂosophy, and arise out of the preponderance of "the
. stuff of Ra]as (a.cl:1v1ty), Tamas (dulness) and Sattva (luminosity) in
. the etheric substance of Ahankara. The Adhyatma group with the
j underlying light of the Real Brahman, in consequence of veiling power of
consciousness, forgets the basic 1ndent1ty and posits itself as knower .ot
Subject as against the Adhibhtita group turned into objects. The helpmg
factors of Adhidaiva group are regarded as
Natural forces or as deities according to the
belief entertained by the ego of the Adhyatma group. If he has faith 111
natural evolution, he regards the controlling factors of light ete _as

organic development; and if he has theological tendency he regards the
" controlling factors as divinz agencies or help-mates.

1 Nature of Adhyatma group.

1I. Nature of Adhidaivagroup,

The Adhibhuta group of five simple objective principles is further
operated on by Adhidaiva group for affordmg

1L Nature of Adibhuta  further scope of experience to the ego of the
roup. Adhyatma group, ‘These sxmple elements of ob-
jectivity are split up into the form of minute particles floating as atoms of

‘ matter in the fluid of the substance. The etheric

‘Simple forms of the Adhi- tance of the si
-bints Browy salied Tanma. SUP he simple five elements (Tanmatras)

tras and complex formsthere  are now studded over by infinite atoms of each
. of called Bhutas arising out Th
of the law of five-fold mix- class. ese infinite numbers of atoms combine

* ture called Panchikarana, themselves in a-definite proportion as unders= -
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" ‘Odour. Taste. Colour. Touch. Sound.
1/2.;‘4- 1/8 +?~1,/8“ + _»1/8 + 1/8- = 1 Unit of gross ..
Prithivi

A similar five-fold amphimixis™ leads to the. gross atoms of Water
Light, Air, Ether, which along with earth constitute the gross world in
a'variety'of ways. The combinations are infinite. But the gross atoms -
in their essential character remain the same. In the macrocosm these
complex molecules constitute the body of Virat; in the microcosm they -
constitute the body of the living being called Visva (i. e. complete in it-
self ), whether he be a human being or divine being, whether he be'a
lower animal or a denizen of hell.

“T'he five etheric’ s1mp1e elements along with five fold Prana.or vital

- energy, thie five cognitive senses arising out of

caﬁ‘::ﬁmiﬁbggggg:"gfguggg the Sittvika portion of the simple elements, the :
under the previous three. fiye motor tendencies arising out of the Rijasik

heads, and mamfestatlon of - . T . > Y
17 principles which constitute  portion of the simple elements, the apprehending

the s:,?;:,;:geld of faculty called mind, and the comprehending
‘ faculty called reason or intellect:~these seventeen

pnnc1ples const1tute the subtle body whether it be for the cosmic soul
called Hiranyagarbha or for the individual soul called Taijasa.

Deeper than these etheric simple principles, which are more or less

- of a plastic nature, there is the causal plane,

i Nature, of e gl which S’ankarichérya designates as the ‘‘un-
ego and non-ego through  eyolved” (Avyakrita) corresponding to the -

innate Nescience. A AR
Sankhya’s Prikriti or Nature in equillibrium,

Fach individual organism has this causal monad, which is of an
undifferentiated nature, and although it possesses the inherent light of
Brahman it is so enveloped with Nescience that it has a tendency to
express itself outwardly rather than inwardly. Just as a sparrow looking
at a mirror believes its own reflected form as a separate living bird of its
own kind, the finite monad owing to the innate ignorance believes itself
as a separate being, and regards the objective. woild and other living be-
i@gs as real independent units. The causal plane is, therefore, like an ecli.
psed o1b of the moon or the sun. As long as the shadow of Neseience isi
not removed by knowledge, the phenomenality persists not only in one Iife
but ina series of lives. Unless and until the light of Self-Conscmusnes.‘s_
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arises, mere light of consciousness or Reason is unable to remove the
illusion of multiplicity of the Universe. The enveloped monad is called
Prajna, while the Cosmic soul, who is devoid of ‘illusion, is
called ISwara.

It may. be noted that knowledge has no power to destroy a »eal object,
but it has the power to destroy delusion or zllusion. .
Power of G"°S‘s or k“°W' Thete are certain illusofy phenomena which
ledge is limited to the anni- . . . e

hilation of Nescience or Dersist in spite of true knowledge e. g. mirage, "
illusion and not whatisreal. but the physical and psychic effect thereof o the -
S " knower and the ignorant is-different. A child
will tun after mirage, but an intelligent person knowing- the essentml '

unreality will not act like a child. ' '

! The knowing ego, and the deluded ego thus differ in their outlook of
| the objective world. The former has conviction of the unreahty of the
shew, while the latter has firm belief of its reality.

S’a.nkaracharya then propounds a practical farmu]a for actualIy
: experiencing the dzsappeamnce of the phenomenal
Yogic fm’;:; for Ifay’a world, which on theoretical principles is proved
- ' to be dependent on noumenon (Brahma.n )

It may be summarized as under:—

e

S
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? %dnkarmfya's key ior Laya Yoga with the help of Pranava.
= . o i e _ =
Elements of "{Cotitents of Conseiousness arising otuf of
" Logos the elements of Pranava
SRR SHP IR Remarks
Pia b ~~-»M1ctoeosm1c: or Maerocosmlc -or . C
. rranava. -Individual Universal . °
ot I .,:II,' . ) . m N i i
1) Aralytic
( )Prangva. ‘ : o
| 1-6iross body with gross | 1 Oosmlc gross Uni- [Composed of five
senses arising out of | verse. comiplex élenients.
mixed elements. ‘ : '
b ' Waking state of gross | 2 Protectlon of Created |-
‘ehjoyment. " beings.
A 1# Bgo-called Viswa 8 Ego-called Virat.
. . 7% |1 Bubtle ‘body of 17|1 Cosmic subtle body. Composed of se-
g .| plastic elements. venteen  simple
, elérients.
, 2 Dream- state of finé|2 Creation of finer phe- o
d -enjoyment  through | nomens through well
" uncontrolled nnagmh- =controlled 'cteatlve
,}u “-tion. © energy.
| |8 Bgo-Taijasa, , |8 Ego-Hirnnpagartha 5
| k' R’ IGansal rmenvel .. 1‘ i lar bedy..|O ' f ger-
_ M-8/ ) Ng:m o op Oosmc ;ebnlar body mgm perd [ %:r
-1 | 2 Sound - sleep sbatet 2 Destruckion of~ all
‘without disturbance | multiplicity “in and
of consciousness, of | ~ through self—bousoi-
‘8l enveloped Lype. - ousness of -a luminons -
pe.
; ‘| 8 Bgo-Prajua. 8 Ego-Tshwara.
Gl " "The conditions of the | Bupra consoions state |
@ Om ¥ Gross, Subtle, & Gau-| in which- the - indivi-
or salbodies of the finite | dual ego by the|'
" fanthotic g0 me eng u;ontéxe' %tixg}la:lion of(11 his indi-|
; anave. ¢ | ndi 1- conditions in
m i |, tions of thecosmic| the corresponding |
| “ | somk " Universal conditions
‘ feels Miingelf in tune-
L with the Infinite,
- . ‘l':’?. ‘\"=='!“' o
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" ‘The-above scheme indicates how, with the help of Pranava. and its
- . parts, the . internal process of contemplatmn is
The Scheme of Srishtiyoga - estabhshed By a systematic process of contemp-
and h&fg gol’gr:n?vtah. the lation whereby the contents of - Consciounes
R indicated by the analytic and synthetic Pranava
are vividly represented, the student in the last stage falls into a supra-
conscious state called ‘Turiya, whereby instead of erjoying ‘the
unconsiious peace of sound sleep, he enjoys a kind of inexpressible bliss
due to his finite conditions merging in the corresponding universas
conditions. The greater the affinity of the psychic apparatus of the
performer of Layayoga; the hlgher the character of the esthetic or
splntual trance.

The pnmary ob;ect of this Yoga by means of Pra.nava is the actual
‘realisation of the basic unity of consciousness
P“méf"thae“%oﬁf&'?%ﬁ? alm. underlying ;the macrocosmic and microcosmic
Pranava.: manifestation of Life. The’ secondary object
. - is'to establish-a process of fusion of.the grosg
subtle and. cauSal conditions of the finite ego (Jiva) with the correspon:
ding conditions-of the infinite ego (Isa) A: fruit=tree is grown for the
avowed object’ of secunng the best frults thh the minimum interval
between two harvests and. not for, the purpose ‘of securing ﬂowers or
shades, so this Layayoga. is sought for the purpose of realisation of the
Pnnelple of Ident1ty, and not for the occult 1ntetmed1ate results, But
it requires no mention that no tree reaches the frmt-beanng stage
without passing through the foliagé-bearing and" flower-bearing stages
however short lived they may be. “No Vedantic student has, therefore, a
right to assert’ ‘that he has expenenced the basic identity unless and unti]
he feels a harmony of- his finite conditions. with those of the Supreme
Being. A piece of stone can never; be absorbed in water, but a piece of
sugar-candy can be 5o absorbed. It follows,-therefore, that the doctrine
of Vedinta lays great stress on. the . Adh1kara or ethical and mtellectual
qualifications of the seeker after thé truth. . o e
For the above reasons Pranavais.a: means both fori the indentificg.
tion. with' the. Qualified Brahman ~with its
" Pranava is a means for com- attending OCCUIt results” in PfOPortlon to the
p'eheﬁ‘i‘;:ﬁn?m %mm ’j’“d - affinity of the conditions of the psychic appara-
tus of the devotee, as well as for actual realisa-

~ tlon of the unqualiﬁed or Puse Brahman by the eliminatiou ot syblation
of fnite-conditien,.

.

e
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.-~ The coneise text of Panchikaranam briefly-explained above has-been
B .- ¢y «fully.set forth:by the.-Vartika of- Sureshwara-
g%‘f‘;},ﬂ‘ﬁéﬁ?g:&?f};i‘iﬁ;- chirya (825 A.. D.), who was S'ankarichizya’s
3“9.";%0%‘}%?{ ?Dm!;ilgih they -direct disciple, The Vartika is further comment-
R - ed .on by Nardyana Saraswati’s Abharana.(Orna-
mentation). Anandagiri (1320-A. D.) has written a-running commentary
on the original text. [tis anterior to the Abharana. of Narayana inas-
much as the latter alludes to it in his gloss (vide page 35). Anandagiri’s
commentary is further elucidated by Ramatirtha’s Tattva: Chandrika,
Lastly; the late Swami Santyananda of Dwarka has written a profound
commentiry called Adwaitigama Hridaya or Heart of Adwaita Doctrine.
A very lucid -exposition” of Gangadhara, mnormally unknown to the
general public, is included in this compendium. Each commentary las
its own merits and demerits, For a beginner Sureshwara’s.verses are the
best means .of comprehending the spirsiz of S’ankarachéiyé’s. text.. The
Vivarana of Anandagiri is the best means of understanding thgi text as
it stands. Gangadhara’s commentary may be kept for study at the second
stage.- S'antyanand’s exposition, which is scholastic in its method, may
pbe studied at the last stage, ’

It appears that the series of commentators except Gangadhara are con-
nected with the Sardapitha of Dwaraka and there is a continuity of

traditional learning counected with the Panchikarana system and
Pranava Vidya involved in it.

For advanced students of Vedanta in this very line, the Aparoksha-

nubhava Darpana with Panchikarana published

Aparokshanubhava Darpana 4o the Vani Vilasa Press is recommended. It is

of the s°“‘he;“e :::iz;l :; an exposition of the Panchikarana system by the

Veda:;aval:caefi students,  Sourthern School of S’ringeri Pitha and is ac-

companied by a beautiful graph for various

stages of contemplation. It is more connected with Upasana aspect than

with Jnana aspect of the Vedantic doctrine. The author of this treatise
ijs Abhinava Sadas’ivendra Brahmendra, dicisple of Ramchandrendra.

Finally it may be noted that the exposition of Panchikarana in vari-

B ous vernacularsis good. inits own way for popular

popular exposition of PaN" {41 of Vedanta, but most of the writets in
hikarana in Vernacular - . 7 . .
T Literature, Vernacular- except Akho have missed the tradis
tional link of Panchikerana with Pramava, and
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consequéntly the exposition'is more on ‘onétological basis than ‘ot ‘episti-
mological Basis. * Véndantic teaching lays-greater sttess on the Theory of
Enowleédge (epistimology) than on the theory of Being (Onotology); and
those ‘stuidents, who desire to study’ Metaphysics ffom the Osotological
stamdpoint, “should " first begin® with Sankhya, the elementary principles
'of whith, with the exception of the independent existerice of Natureé:and
pm-‘r'ah‘tyi’o’f souls; are tdeitly admitted by Vedarita.
The Sansknt hterary pubhc is- greatly indebted to the Owners
of the Gujarati Press for the publication of the

original text of Panchikarana of S’ankaracharya
with half a dozen commentaries' thereon in

Cenclusion:

one vqume.

* Shaliibag, Atifiedatid,

“ R trammy 1930.
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