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INTRODUCTION

¢ qqomrs ot & fea fparm: 7
Saktibhadra’s Ascaryacadamani, Act I, verse 3, page 9.

Provenance tells not; nor does aught else ;
But sterling worth it is that tells.

Witk these significant words of the author himself,
it would be appropriate to announce the Devaniigari
edition of Saktibhadra’s Ascaryaciidamani, with
a good commentary, which is brought out for the
first time in a complete and handy form by the
Proprietor of the Sri Bilamanoramd Press,
Mylapore, Madras. This edition is based on the
following manuscripts :

'[ON OF
N DESCRIPTION
MANUSCRIPT

LENT BY

1. MS. written on paper The Curator, Govt.
in Devanagari script ~ Oriental manuscripts
of text and commen-  library, Madras.
tary.

9. Palm-leaf MS. in The late Mr. A. Maha-
Malayilam script of  deva Sastri, Director,
text. Adyar Library.
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DESCRIPTION OF LENT BY :
No. " MANUSCRIPT
3, MS- Wl-it'ten on pa.pel' MI'. P- P. S..‘S&-St!!:i, M.A.

in Devanigariseript ~ (Oxon.), Superintend-
of text. ent of Sanskrit
Schools and Colleges, -5
Madras. '
4, 5 S Mr. T. Satakopachariar,
High Court Vakil,
Tiruppapuliyur.

5. Palm-leaf MS. in Mr. Punnasseri Nila-
Malayalam seript of  kantha Sarma, Princi-
text, pal, Sanskrit College,

Pattambi.

6. Palm-leaf MS. in
Malayalam seript of ™ N
commentary.

Tar CoamenTARY
No definite inforfnation is available about the
commentary on the Ascaryacidamani, except that

the commentator describes himself thus in the

colophon at the end of page 237 :

B i FRSAA: | I
£ W9 AP3RARRR s e || 7 -
o :“: JSRInINgG verses of this colophon, 1638
S'a.l'lka.r: : l:‘]f he i3 & devout Réma-bhalkta and that

i ;

i comn?ent;:- nﬂ-rr;: o_f the seribe who transcribed

elucidates in Zn bl . SCho]n.rly i ucid, and &
able manner gevera] charming '

Passages and Bituationg in the text. Mhere are
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geveral quotations in the commentary from great
works in Poetics like the Dhvanyiloka (page 44),
the Dasartpaka (pages 4 and 62), the Kavyaprakasa
(pages 62 and 200) and the Alankara-sarvasva
(page 90). The Mimansaka in the commentator
comes out for instance at page 14, where he uses
the maxim yiZFAZSHAT a&ar, and at page 160,
where he quotes from Kumarilabhatta’s Slokavirtika,
the verse

“ IurEEi g faaat arsEalkaE |
IURMEIR T TARFRIEFETEE 1 7

That he was conversant with the Yoga and Tedédnta
systems is clear at pages 20, 51 to 53 and 237.
That he was greatly influenced by Srimad-
bhigavata and perhaps also by the Narayaniya of
the famous Narayanabhatta of Malabar (. p. 1590)
is evident from the extracts from Srimad-
bhigavata at pages 184 and 208. There are good
reasons to believe that scholars and students alike
will find this commentary greatly informing and useful
in studying and appreciating the Ascaryaciidamani.

S'AKTIBHADRA

Though Saktibhadra, the author of the
Ascaryacidimani, is held in high esteem by the
Sanskrit scholars of Malabar, as a well-reputed
dramatist of a high order, most of the scholars
outside Malabar know very little of him, except
perhaps to the extent to which his name happened to
he mentioned in the course of the recent controversy
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regarding the authenticity of the p}ays a‘scrihed
to Bhasa in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series. A
popular tradition current in Ma.la.ba}' -1-ep1‘es?nbs
Saktibhadra as a pupil of Sti Safikaricirya (cirea
A.D. 788-820); and if this tradition could be trusted,
the great Vedantic teacher saved the Ascaryaciuda-
wani from complete loss by reciting it from his
prodigions memory when the work was accidentally
burnt. It is obyious that, according to this tradition,
Saktibhadra should be assigned to the end of the
eighth or to the beginning of the ninth century A.p.
There are no positive evidences which militate
against this date. However, no reference to or
quotation from the Ascaryaciidimani is found in any
of the well-known treatises in Poetics from Bhamaha
down to Panditarija Jagannatha; and this negative
observation applies equally well to many a drama of
the Kerala stage, admittedly authentic and otherwise,
such as the Tapatisamvarana and the Subhadra-
dhanafijaya of Kulasekhara and most, if not all, of
the thirteen plays attributed to Bhisa by the
esteemed editor of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.
From the accounts of the Kerala stage given by my
former pupil—Mr. K. Rama Pisharoti, M.A., and
Mr. A. Krishna Pisharoti, in their contribution
entifled “Bhiisa’s works. Are they genunine ? ” to
the Bulletin of the London School of Oriental Stucies
I[I, 1, Pp- 107-1]7, and also from Mr. A. Krishna
Pisharoti’s pamphlet: (Sridhara Power Press,
Trivandrum, 1925) containing a criticism of Bhiisa’s
W?l‘kS,'it can be easily gathered that during the
reign of Kulasekhara Varman who was the author
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of the two plays—Tapatisamvaranam and Subhadra-
dhanaiijayam and of the Ascaryamaiijarikatha, two
histrionic directories called the Kramadipika and
the Aftaprakdram were prepared. In the latter
of these two directories, fourtecn plays are
referred to, of which the first five are the
Tapatisamvarana and the Subhadridhanafijaya of
Kulasekhara Varman, the Naginanda of Sri
Havsa, the dscaryacidamani of Saktibhadre and
the Kalyanasaugandhika of Nilakantha, the sixth
called Sri-krsna-carita being anonymous, and the
remaining eight corresponding to cight of the
plays ascribed to Bhisa in the Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series. According to the latest investiga-
tion of the history of the three Kerala Kulasekharas
by Mr. A. S. Ramanatha Aiyer, B.A., M.R.A.S.,
Mrivandrum, (vide pp. 109 to 115 in the sum-
maries of papers contributed to the Madras session
of the All-India Oriental Conference, 1924, and also
Vol. V, part II of the Travancore Archaological
Series) Kulasekhara Varman, the author of the
Tapatisamvarana and other works, was different
from Kulasekharalvar and might well be assigned
to A.D. 985-955. Thus the Ascaryactidamani might
well have been considerably earlier than the
beginning of the tenth century a.D. Perhaps the
Jis‘carya.cﬁdﬁma.ui and the other work called
Unmadavisavadatta, to which Yaktibhadra refers in
the prologue of the former as one of his writings,
were some of the oldest plays produced in South
Tndia. This accords well with what the Nafi
exclaims at page 8 of the Cudamani;
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“ a1 SR WEAT, AW TGS T, Raewa-
earqiard, R SR Ra: IR AEdmtEe, ||

The Nui?’s observation in this strain would be a
gross pc;rversion of truth if King Kulasekhara had
already produced his two plays—Tapatisamvarana
and Subhadradhanafijaya. Some of Saktibhadra’s
verses remind us of parallels in the works
of Kilidisa and Bhattanirayana. For instance
Saktibhadra’s verse
“qm: gai 7 Rl Rrawr: e afaaiy as
S gRe ¥ aea Mgwadfat: || 7
: Cadimani, page 9
seems to be modelled after Kalidisa’s
L ESEE R R —
! TSI Ag: oy || 22
in the Milavikagnimitra, Similarly the verse
“ TURREERE IR
ATHAMIE AR S |
T TR IR & v =gt
&R GORETmIR=RT s ||

at page 57 of the Cadamani appears to be closely
similar to Kilidasa’s

* SRERE Dy o
AR Reniicen wadt qvey |
RARIRAT RSN ety
it & Aot awes AT, |
in the Sakuntala, The parallelism bet

. ween
followmg two verses g 8triking . -th@
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“ @iaitaRd frgsa =
Mg feugay =0 |
Y@RAyTEREIEaSH TRl
Juit o ag Ak e 17
Cadamani, page 204.
¢ gagTARRETSTRIEI-
HiIerTe® gaaad |
EMEgaaRaReTi-
warrafa weieE S dm: 1Y

Venisainharae, 1-21.

These parallelisms would tend to show that Sakti-
bhadra is later than Kilidasa and Bhattanarayana.
Saktibhadra’s association with Malabar is unmistak-
ably betrayed in the use of the word ¢ Sambandha’®
in its special Malabar sense in Rima’s remark ab
page 56 ¢Xf, g1 g FANE Towe: Fa: s In this
connection it may be mnoted by the way that
Dr. Keith in the footnote of page 371 of the fattest
of his works—wiz, ¢The Sanskrib Drama ’—is
confounding Saktibhadra’s Ascaryaciidamani with
Kulasekhara Varman’s Ascaryamafijarikatha.

Tur Curke MERITS OF THE ASCARYACUDAMANT

It any excuse were needed for using the
Rimiyana theme of pererinial interest in the con-
struction of the plot in this play, it might be easily
said :

 gfx guot HRf Feft T =G
T aarASTIR GAeal SR ¢ |
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G AGURTRATFHITAST
TR FqgaRReAfd Fad: |
Anargharaghave, Act L.

l)’

It may not be aun extravagant claim in favour of the
Ciidamani tosay thab it is the best of the Rilma.-plays,
perhaps barring Bhavabhiiti’s Uttamrumacz.u-lba
in certain respects. As a fine and finished specimen
of the Nataka type of dramatic composition, it is
refreshingly free from the features that contribute
to the heaviness and unstageworthiness of certain
well-known Rama-plays like the Anargharaghava of
Muriri and the Balarimiyana of Rajasekhara.
With a very agreeable quickness of action secured
by the judicious adoption of the device of Ankavatara,
where appropriate, and the dropping of Vigkambhas,
except where they are necessary and with a well-
adjusted time-element, the Cadamani would stage
best of all the Raima-plays; and this is perhaps the
ohief reason why it is so popular and esteemed so
highly among the professional actors called Calkyars.
The author begins the play with the S#rpanakha-
episode which is one of the two pivotal parts of the
Ramiyana, the other being the Kaikeyi-episode.

From the delectationistic view-point of literary
appreciation or from the standpoint of Rasapaddhati,
a careful study of the Asearyacidamani would make
it manifest that it represents a special dramatic
type in which the Adbhuta-rasa is intended to be
treated as the dominating motif. This is indicated
by the name itself as suggested by the commentator

at page 7: .
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 femmigaE s AnERT TemRRe:
FemuRf €ar *?

In order to fully appreciate the force of this remark,
one has but to refer to certain significant portions of
the play, as I—verse 6, III—pp. 88 to 91 and the
concluding portion of Act VII from page 220 to
the end. In the course of the development of the
philosophy of Rasa, several attempts were madein the
direction of synthesising the various Rasas. The more
important results of such attempts were summed up in
four kinds of synthesis. Firstly, there is the Karuna-
synthesis which originated from Valmiki and found its
culmination in Bhavablhati’s e Tq: w% @ *? on
the practical side, and in Anandavardhana’s * zy:
Pideaarta: > on the theoretical side. Secondly,
there is the S'@nfa-synthesis, which started perhaps
from the Mahdbharata, found its practical fulfilment
in works like Aswvaghosa’s Sariputraprakarana, Sri
Harsa’s Néagananda and Kpspa-misra’s Prabadha-
candrodaya, and received able advocacy on the
theoretical side at the hands of the two greatest
Alewikgrikas— Anandavardhana and Abkinavagupta.
Thirdly, theve is the Syagara-synthesis, which firmly
rooted in human nature itself since the beginning of
creation, reached its acme of spiritual refinement,
on the practical side, in the self-effacing ideal of
love delineated in an inimitable manner by the
creative genius of great poets like Kalidasa and
Bana, and, on the theoretical side, in the well-known
dictum of the royal polymath, Bhoja :—* w\sRmIis-

TER: AER If MEa?’. And fourthly, there is the
2 .
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Adbhuta-synthesis which, on the theoretica] side,
became crystallized in the views of Narayana ang
Diiarmadatta referred to by Visvanétha in his Sahityq-
darpana and in the views of Bhanudalla as expressed
in his Rasatarangini; and which, on the Practica]
side, led to the production of the wonder-dominated
dramatic type represented by the older dscaryq-
ciidamani and the later Adbh-uta-dmym-v_m of Mahga-
deva at the end of the seventeenth century. In the
sthapand, the Cadamani is ushered in as Saki-
bhadra’s wondrous chef-d'wuvre. Inthe Parpasalaikg
(Act I), adbhuta-rasa Spouts up through the en-
chanting form assumed by Strpanakha (verse 6,
page 14). In the Sinpanakhani (Act IT), & beauti-
ful column of this rasy rises up as may be seen in
Rima’s rapturons admiration of Sia’s charms
(verse 4, page 57). In the Maya-sitanka (Act IIT),

in the wonderment of Bama and Sitg at the sight of

the wopderful crest-jewel (ann.qﬁqgmfﬁ]) and marvel-
lous ring (aigmggaﬁq:ﬁ) shown by Laksmans as
prese_nted by the Sages in the forest (page 89) and

i. Digiti tion USA
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and Sila’s gloriously chaste fa[qa:q, the dominating
adbhuta comes out brilliantly when Mundodari, as-
tounded ab Sita’s courage, exclaims :

“diu g wmr, wmrewg @9 % fer g

-

aRetls | &s it FSioi gehagar wiar qgAonEl TRk |

(Page 173.)
In the dnguliyakanka (Act VI ) Henwmdn, the very
embodiment of all that is wonderful, presents the
miraculous ring to Sila along with Rama’s message
of hope, and takes to Rama, Siti’s sweet message
and wonderful crest-jewel ; and Silé herself describes
thus the full glory of the AGAISTSTF —

‘5 SRMUEETR, § ATE e,
58 VAEAIRERT,, € WY @A, 3 SareRre-
s (Page 197.)
In the beautiful unravelling in the dénouement
of Act VII, the greatest wonder of wonders
happens and Sita’s purity as the pre-eminent para-
gon of chastity is wonderfully vindicated by Sita
gloriously going through the fire-ordeal. That
Saktibhadra’s poetry rises to a high level and that
Vaidarblisiti with prasada and madhurye in main
characterises his composition could be easily main-
tained by a reference to many a verse in the play.
In particular, the following verses would appeal to
Sahydayas as charming specimens :
“ AT FARMF TR OIS EwaT SH
W ARaAIRFgTa 5 o |
AT PERY] HhdwRgadl AT Hiar 94
HgeE=a g 991 G areateanges: 172

Cidamani, page 34,
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“gramont TafET atfn: wew-
aeiftn faAstE: ggei: ga |
QITIRILE Ia ACRY ST
& W 9 ROIETER T 1 (Page 37,

“ amfgar Rifiea iggat
TAIYH FHERA FRIEY |
EEUIERIECR B
difgs da gem=aaifean || (Page 43.)

“ FRINAEACAURRE FRR ToTai
: SRR san R 2w o o 9593 |
RIS ngreinzrgaegai
% g 7 ST ghueariay ||
: (Page 99.)
Wﬁ?_fﬂmﬂrmﬂiﬂmﬁﬂ!{ I
T8 e Aot =R gy 1’ (Page 109.)
RO Wl Sy =T,
AP Ffelt e e A=, |
8 Faframy 3 T Falg=aqr
S FAST: a7 g || 7

i (Page 127.)
swlg.emﬁq LT o
b ﬁmmhﬂa% QIR |
RIRS e Eree o ICETE 8
T
RUEEIE G e Eiioe MR (Page 232.)

Sl .
aktibhadps, stands we]] the test of the poetic

touchstone of
gadya in hi :
Sententioug e, 4@ 1n hijg beautiful, terse and

; as
ng extracts may be seen from the follow-
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“T gAif: &y S, (Page 19.)
‘o B Seegealt qudm (Page 21.)
“ mtsrrEEsEy (Page 72.)
““ sgafE=afear afy; (Page 88.)
“wmre waf S T e 2 (Page 110.)
“ IS TR TG gEdT gAY (Page 152.)
‘&g FEEIT IR Seq (Page 187.)
“ol awerdl oRagE | i fFwd Rom-
aneRi | w4 Qi an: wogaky | » (Page 231.)

That considerable skill is shown in realistic
characterisation is evident from the delineation of
Rima’s character particularl y in Act I, of Ravana’s
character in Act IIT and of the characters of
Loksmana and Sita throughont. Where the author
deviates from Valmiki’s original in the construction
of plot, he shows sound judgment, as may be made
out from thé deft change of Valmiki’s Cidaman
and Aaguliyaka into Ascarya-cidamayi and Adbhu-
taiguliyaka and from the clever manner in which
Sit@’s abduction is rendered least objectionable by
Réavana approaching her under Rama’s disguise and
misleading her by a false announcement of Bharata’s
kingdom being in danger.

"THE BRARING OF THE CUODAMANI ON THE
BuasA CONTROVERSY

In their contributions referred to, Messrs.
A. Krishna Pisharoti and K. Rama Pisharoti mention
Saktibhadra’s Asearye Cidamani in the course of
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the discussion of the authenticity of the thirtesp
plays ascribed to Bhisa in the Trivandrum Sanskrit
Series. It is interesting to notice that the Ciidaman;
exhibits & number of dramaturgic features quit;e
similar to those noted and relied upon by Maha-
mahopadhyaya Ganapati Sastriyar in the course of
his endeavour to ascribe to Bhasa, the Svapnavasava-
dafta and twelve other plays edited by him. In
the Ciodamani also, the prologue opens with the
sentence

AT s gk gaa:

the word gy is used for g&fier 5 and the prologue

closes with a reference to the character about to
enter, after the remark

‘o & g @y AR R :
e 7% 39 399 ;

wl3ich oceurs in the same form in nin S ontioiing
thirteen plays, Tt would be very useful to note here
that the traditional view which distinguishes between
Of his Salitgadargn - 10 the sixth chapter
light upo t‘;la @rpana, would throw considerable
dramatll:,. n_c ;S Problem connected with the special
i Iag] (.a.’tlll"e that the Oidamani and the
= f‘;P y3 of Trivandrum open alike with my=g=y
plays to Bh_ea 7 In ascribing the Trivandrum
ik lt)tsa. 18 fotile. There are interesting
nitaka in Partiis';l:::n t[.]-z .cﬁ;]ﬁmm-ﬁ and Abhigeka
. * 1nS ance, compa!-e

e -

.A'-
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¢ I RUTF AT -
agags Maa=waaga: |
Fafva fafidiga: i
Fgand: FYATAE aw: ||
in the Cadamani, page 157 —
with ¢ auERugREEERRERERURRETa iR |
EIRATAI FAHIRREZRicamaey =74 (|

in the Abhiseka (page 74); ¢‘Sag Taml, s@g Ag: 7,
etc., at page 177 and ‘‘Sug HKEUMEA! TEUT=R:
at page 224 of the Cidamani with the correspond-
ing portion of the Abhiseka (page 73); and, ‘=@
yfagaEs~eagiag »’ in the Ciadamani (page 219) and
the preceding sentence with the corresponding
sentences in the Abhiseka (pages 69 and 70). It
would be interesting to observe here that a charac-
teristic deviation from Bharata’s dramaturgic rule
forbidding the presentation of death or fight on
the stage, is found in the scene of Jatayus’ fight
with Rdvana in the fourth Act of the Cuda-
mani, as in the Abliseka and the Urubhanga.
In an old injured Sritala manuscript of Malabar
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, bearing D. C. No. 12492, it would perhaps
be of special significance to one familiar with the
Céakyar tradition of Kerala thab the three works..,
which show striking similarities, vis., the Cadamant,
the Abhiseka and the Prakima, are found compris.ed.
These considerations might easily lead one, adopting
a line of argument similar to thab adopted by the
learned editor of the Trivandrum plays, Fo say, °
though without sufficient warrant, that Suktibhadra
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himself was the author of all these three pPlays,
Perhaps a similar line of argument, if stretched g
little further, might make Saktibhadra responsible
for the Pratijiayaugandhardyana also; for Sakti-
bhadra vefers to himself in the prologue to the
Citdémani as the anthor of the ¢ Unmu‘dcwdsa.mrda.ttd,’
which was probably a drama closely similar in spirit
and plot to the I’mt-t}jz‘iti_:/angtmdl:m‘(iyuqm. Or it
may be conjectured that Unméadavasavadutta is bug
another name of the P'ratij-iitiyzmgnmllca.rdy(wa, as
the former title only refers to Yaugandharayana’s
ruse of feigned madness for bringing about Visaya.-
dull@’s marriage and Vatsardja’s release, which form
the chief elements of the plot in the Pratijiia. Or
again, there i the further possibility that the
Unmadavasavadatis is identical with the manuscript
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, described under R. No. 2784, which is an
incomplete play breaking off at the beginning of the
fourth Act, is similap in plot, style and spirit to the
published Pratijia-nitaks ang 15 tentatively called
the Vigmmimmdaitu, tlmugh this title does not occur
anywhere in tle body of the work itself. But in
the present state of our knowledge, it i not possihle
to 1ift up any of these Statements above the Sphere
of a reasonable guess,

In this connection, it mugg be st'.a'ted, though it
may be looked upon by some ag gy act of impiong
heresy, that the arguments so fgp advanced with
reference to the Bhasa controversy by the learned
editor of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and those

who have swallowed some of his views are Jejune
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and inconclusive, and in some places wholly
untenable. At the present stage of the discussion
relating to the Bhdsa problem, it is hardly necessary
to point oub that the way in which Mahimahopa-
dhyaya Ganapati Sastriyar would rely upon the use
of several Un-Paniniyan forms in the Trivandrum
plays as evidences of their Pre-Paniniyan origin
cannot be approved by critical scholars, for the
obvious reason that these Un-Paniniyan forms might
as well have been the solecistic lapses of the
professional Céakydrs, who interfered with or were
themselves responsible for, the composition of these
plays; and that these Cakyars were prone to such
lapses is testified to by the following reference to
their inadequate literary equipment at the end of the
commentary on Bodhayanakavi's Bhagaradajjuka,
recently published by Mr. Anujan Accan of the
Paliyam Manuscripts Library, Jayautamangalam,
Malabar :

¢ gafl FEFTAEANFRNGIAACIT |
afy g wRsAdame gwea g 177

Nor would it be difficult to meet the argument that
Bhamaha utilised the plot of the Pratijiayaugandha-
rayapa in illustrating Nydyavivodha in the fourth
chapter of his Kavyalunkdre, by suggesting,
with better reasons, that Bhamaha Wwas referring
probably to some old work like the Brhatkatha and
was not presupposing the Pratijid-nataka, precisely
on the ground that an attempt is made in fthe

[Pratijiic to remove the chiief defect pointed out by

ghdmaha, through placing the artificial elephant in

CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection, New Delhi. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA




22

a dense forest of Sele trees beset with darkness,
My esteemed friend —Mahimahopadhyiya Ganapati
Sastriyar—is making Kaufalye quote in the third
chapter of the 10th Adhikarana of the Arthusdstra,
the verse
“ 7 e aRes: et geeRd aNEAET |

I A & oA wghosed B 7 753 |17
ete., from the fourth Act of the Pratifiayangandha-
TAyara.  But according to a tradition, which is
certainly more reliable than the guesses in the
published introductions to the Trivandrum plays,
and which is recorded in an old commen tary on the
Avthasdstra called the Nayacandrila by Madhaya-
Yajean, this verse—t¢ T WE aioeey g6 . .. % and
the previous verse—

A TR = i e e At |

AU AR 2 1911, §95Y qierseq; ||
Were taken from some Purapa in which they
happened to be Put into the mouth of Many,
Attention is invited to the subjoined extract from

afzg?a | 9=y, fghy R W | gg-?zﬁ.ﬁr,

G ¢ o
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AR | gaesahi, geR)k A | v
ApIRRI, W W A AL | ST wAW A
it FAGTERIRERIER -, |

From this extract, it- may be made out that the
original text of the Arthasdstra quotes the two
verses—* I FgEEEaTE = fon: . . . 7 and “ g g
afeeeq 901 .. . ’—as from a Purdpe, and that,
according to the Nayacandrikd, the reading in the
Arthasdstra should be “wgriigrEdly € wa@:—aH
agEe: . . -2 and Y oFgE ..V It is seen
from the introduction to the Trivandrum edition
of the Arthasdstra that the learned editor of
the Trivandrum plays used the Nayacandrika
in preparing his commentary on that work. It
is indeed disappointing to see that the Trivandrum
odition of that work nowhere takes note of this
important information about the source of the verse
“ad e afeee 9o ... which is furnished in
the Nayacandriké. That there must have existed
before the eleventh century A.n. a Svapravésavadalla
which, in plot and dramatic structure, Was very
similar to the Svapnavasavadatic published in the
Trivandrum Sanskrit Series is evident from the:
extracts from Sdradatanayw’s Bhavaprakase and
Bhoja’s Srigaraprakase which were brought to the
notice of scholars in the J.R.A.S, October issue
of 1924, But the variations found in the published
Svapnavdsavadaita as compared with the account of
that work in the Bhavaprakdsa and as compared
with the references to a Smpna:vdsa-mdattw in the
Natyadarpape and the Natakalakganakosa, to which
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Professor Sylvain Levi drew attention ?n the
Journal Asiatique for October-December, 1923, are
quite enough to convince an unbiassed person of ?he
text of the Trivandrum Swvapnavésavadatia being
different from, though perhaps a stage recension of,
some old work of that name. dbhinavagupticarya
quotes at page 152 of his Locana (Nirnayasiigara
Press edition) the following verse as from the drama
called Soapnavasavadatia,

“ GfauEARTE TR @ETaRe |
SEI= |1 AfEer #2337 & Faa ||

This verse does mnot admittedly find any place
anywhere in the Srapnandsavadatia of the Tri-
vandrum Sanskrit Series. The learned editor of
that series, undaunted even by the great name
of Abhinavagupticarya, goes to the length of
attributing a bad mistake to the great author of
the lLocana, in order to allow the Trivandrum
play to claim the mueh-coveted parentage of
Bhasa. This ig apt to be felt by some as
nothing short of impertinence, particularly when
we remember that Abhiuavaguptticdryw’s great
authority cannot be impugned without very strong
grounds, by any seholar, however eminent or
sturdy a champion he may be of the authenti-
city of the Bhasa-nitaka-cakrg of Trivandrum,
It must be remembered that Ablinavaqupte s
‘Juoting  the verse in question from the drama
called Smpnamisavadatta, in illustration of a defect

referred to by ./iuandrwm'dh-am, as the following
extract would show ;

ol ion USA
CC-0. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection, New Delhi. Digitized by S3 Foundation

oy




25

“TEEed 9 FEdISEHRfETaRRGEl SRR
gaarg :
Diwanyiloka, page 151 (Nirnayasagara Press edition).
A great writer like Abhinavagupta cannot be easily
taken to have committed an error, particularly when
he is quoting a passage for adverse comment.
Abhinavagupte is quite familiar with Bhasa as a
Mahéakavi, as the following extract will show.

“agar U eyafi-—em Q61 T@f | @ @)
FEUTE AT — AAEHIRAT I3 Eed e | arim
q S IS ARy cRRamaly T gA | 94T 90
i —af Fedq, audid seraly dien T Toaa | AEThfeEET
AR @uae Ihi—

g afg 7wt @
UaE YYEAT 9g 9 W |
Z=a] Seg A TEAUWRT Hd
e qafceal A g 1l 2
Page 253, Vol. I, of the Abhincvebharall Manuseript in
the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library.

Again, while commenting upon the verse

“ wigh: mfacRel sfaed: Hawon: |

gl mrags ardenm: arega: |7
Natyasastra, I, 14

Ablinavagupte says in his Abhiravabharat:
¢ gy eI i T39I SieatE JRErE-
— 27
Ay ; Eaehiel o] R AR, A e g a7,

Page 37, Vol. I, Ablinavabharali Manuscript in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.
3 &
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.17';’-1'{(1[1' or hilarious merriment is the chief feut_ure of
the .drama. called Svaymavdsavadatia ac.cordmg to
dblinavagupta. Would not this concluswely' esta-
i)]ish that the Snapnavasavadatia known to Abhinava-
gupla must be materially different f.rom the
Trivandrum play of the same name? It is worthy
of notice that the verse

- g afy 7 wRe |
THET TAT9EEt 95 916 = |
@ ST Af YFUmET Hig
NeFD iRl = Rfam ||

quoted from Bhdse by Ablinwvagupta is not found
in any of the published Trivandrum plays. 1n the
article by Mr. C.R. Devadhar on  the plays
attributed to Bhdsa, their authenticity and merits,”
contributed to the Annals of the Bhandarkar
Institute, Poona, Vol. VI I, parts I and IT, page 64,
after a careful course of reasoning, the conclusion
has been reached, and rightly, I believe, that ¢ the
(@{Ig{{q_ ropresents a very crude abridgement

possibly made for stage performance of that best

specimen of the Indian theatre, the Mycchakatike ..
It would be usefal in this connection to note thag
Malasen@’s queen often behaves like an elderly
Malayali lady in the P'ratijv‘uiyaugcmdlutrdy(u,m.; that
she uses the word sambandhq in the peculiar
Malayali sense at page 87 of the Trivandrum Series
edition of the play, when she enquires *fi gra=ay
®1fggr?? and that Yauyandlmréy«qm plays the réle

of &. Malayali when he says at the end of the work
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(page 73) *‘ o&f Tared A=A WEIRA: | A1 Enelar g 7
It would likewise be of advantage to obse-lz;':-t:hat
at page 20, line 2 of the Aviméaraka (Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series), the phrase ¢ Fzfimuifi=iie”’
seems to be used in the peculiar vernacular sense of
the Malayilam langunage and that at page 108 of
this play, the exceptional degree of solicitude and
respect for the mdtula shown in the duplicated
abhivaduna which dvimarake offers to his mdatule at
the nirvahane stage clearly betrays the influence of
the Marumaklkall@yam custom : Considerations such
as these must be enough to induce any level-headed
scholar to appreciatively welcome the suggestion
made by Mr. K. Rama Pisharoti, M.A., in his recent
paper on the Bhasa-problem, to rename the Bldsu-
i@taka-calkra as the Kerala-néataka-cakiae, or to amend
the proposed name as the Cdkyar-nalaka-cakra.
The eminent editor of the ‘Irivandrum Sanskrit
Series has to his credit too great and admirable an
output of editorial achievement in several directions
other than the Bhasa-plays, for him or any of his
admirers to feel solicitous any longer of the Bhasa-
nataka-cakra being guarded against any attempt to
divest it of the dubious privilege of the highly un-
certain parentage of Blhdsa. It is hoped that this
edition of the scaryaciddamant and a careful con-
sideration of the points noted above, would convey
a warning to those who are interested in Indology,
against the snares and pitfalls of the mytho-poetic
muse snugly ensconced behind what, in Baconian
parlance, might be described as the Indological idol,
which has been erected within the last one decade
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of this century through the combined efforts of
many & well intentioned and well-reputed Pro-Blhasy
scholar in the shape of the Bhésa-plays of the
Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.

. Kuepuswaurt Saster, M.A., LE.S.,

Madras Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative {
17-4-26 Plilology, Presidency Oollege, Mady s, E

e
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