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- FOREWORD.

His Highness the Maharaja Saheb had commanded that
in order to create a taste of reading amongst young officers
and thus improve their general knowledge, lectures on
different subjects should be arranged by the Military Depa-
rtment.

Lieut. B. B. Mcre (the writer of hese notes) then
Military Secretary to (he General was selected to deliver
lectures on Mesopolamnia Campaign, In order to facilitate
his lectures, he had prepared these notes.

I am writing these few lines in appreciation of the notes,
which are being published now by Lt. More.

I have had occasions to preside over some of his lectures
and 1 am glad to mention here that he described the Mesopot-
amia Campaign very graphically with the help of these
no(es_and maps.

No doubt the principles of war haye remained the same
from the days of Epaminodas to those of Marshal Foch,
but the difference arises in their application to the circumst-
ances of each age and country.

General Baden Powell says *“ For though it may be said
that success in war is the oulcome of the three Cs courage,
common sense. and cunmng—s et study h'ls also a great say in
the matter, "

I daresay, these notes will be useful and instructive to
young officers, who wish to study the Mesopotalma Campaign
from military point of view.

#Senapati Office } N, G. Shinde General
Baroda 15th. Octoter 1928. Commauding Baroda Army.
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LECTURE |

Introductory.

1 “ No kind of history so fascinates mankind as the
history of wars . It appeals to (he deep

Importance of Mili- sympathies of mankind, But it has diff-
tary history. erent value [tom the viewpoint of a Mili~
tary Student. He looks at it as a matter

of movement, a matter of supply and a matter of destruction.
To become a greab Captain or a leader ina campaign, it is
essential that we must have the knowledge of the great deeds
of the great leaders of men of the past, the movements they
carried out, the secrets of their achievements, and the princi-
ples of the art cf war they have avoided to depart from. We
must learn the conduct of war from the experience of others;
sour own experience is costly and is almost invariably gained
too late. * Wo study is possible on the battle-field, one does
there simply what one can in order to apply what one knows.
Therefore, in order to do even a little, one has already to
know a great deal and to know it well”. Military History is
the true means of learning war. Napoleon says, “ Read and
re-read the campaigns of Alexander, Hannibal, Caeser, Gusta-
vas Adalphus, Eugene and of Fredrick. Take these men for
your models, this is the only way to become a great Captain”.
At another place he says, * Let my son often read and reflect
.on history. This is the only true philosophy. Let him read
and meditate on the wars of the greatest captains. This is

thevonly means of rightly learning the Science of War .

2 ,Some say war can be taught by war only. 7To this

' Marshal Foch has given an elabor-

Can'war be taught  ate reply in his book Tt]:}c Princi~

by war only ? ples of War. He says, For that

4 . school ig not a continuous school at

_A; if can neither be openggh at whﬁ@?uﬁﬂﬁng for the be-
tor of Arck »

Maar...
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aefit of our learning. It is even insufficient; for it coulg not
prepare us for the first actions of the next war. The
campaign would be over when our instruction had only begun;
and the price of results very likely unfortumate”. He
emphathetically Jays down that one must read and study war.
He gives usa fine example in' support of his principle
explaining the weakness in 1866 of the Austrians, when the
war of 1859 ought to have made them wiser, as against the
Prussians who had not fought since 1815, Here frst made
war without' understanding it: the second had understood war
‘without making it, by means of careful study.

;

3 War is an art and not an exact science: and so it has
. its theories, its principles. "We can
Advantages of study- master these things by study-I mean
ing military history. by studying-the Mililary History.
: Military History is a careful teacher,
‘who allows us to view and grasp matter. "~ It offers us events
and their outlines, conditions and phenomenz, graphic illustras
‘tion of the disturbing element i in war, an illustratjon of 1nfluen-

1

«ces, doubts, embarr 1 nnioreseen cidents, surprises and
‘de]ays. It describes the course prepared by commanders and

by plactlcal military common sense-in. sur- mounting these di-
“ficulties. It prepares the mental balance necessary at the
*moment of action. It alfords a substitute for lack of militacy
.expen:nce. Late Field Marshal Earl French says,’ * The life
* ~long experiznce of military study and thought has taught me
, that the principles of the tactical employment of troops must
be instinctive.” In war there is little time-to think and the
" right thing to do must come like a flash. And this babit is
developed by a deep study of the campaigns of great men.” Col-
: Henderson says, ' . * It was not courage and experience only
- that made Hanmbal. Alexander, Caeser the dreatest names
Jof anhqully, Napoleon, | Wellington and the Arch Duke Charles
were certainly the best educated soldiers of their times; while
. Lee, Jackson and Sherman probably knew more of wi before
they made it than any one else in the United States”. ~
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.4 Tt is only bi a deep study of military history, of the
military arts and sciences that Moore and Wellingdon could
face successfu]ly the great Corsican, It is true that [rom books
we cannot learn common sense, judgment, tact, etc, but in alt
these respects we can improve ourselves by practice, and by
intercourse with our fellowmen. We have the example of Ger-
many thata sound knowledge of war can be acquired under
peace conditions; the mastering of text books and criticat
Study of military history constitute the A. B, C, of the subject.

$5  Each Nation has its schools where war is taught

by great scholars in military science

object of these and art. We, as situated by circum-
lectures, stances, are placed in a quite differ~
entsituation”, Our resources ate limits

ed and so we are unable to conduct a military school on the
modern lines, But it would not-be advisable to sit -with folded
hands, and lament over our situation. We must ffind outa
way out of it. And so His Highness the Maharaja Saheb has
.been pleased to order that Jectures should be arranged on such
subjects, as will increase he general and professional know-
ledge of the Officers of our army, and I'was ordered byG. 0. C
to deliver lectures on the Mesopotamia Campaign. ' I shall try
my best to give you, though nota complete and methodical’
account of the Mesopotamia Campaign, ( selecled for these
lectures ), but rather a mere discussion cf some important
battles. *

6  Before coming to our main subject, let me give you

the causes of the war, and the general
Causes ‘of the war  situation of the war. when Turkey
. declared war on England. Before

giving the immediate cause of the war, let us first examine the
-particular causes of the war.. After the great victories of Prussia
"a generation ago, . and the annexation oi Alsace and Lorraine,
Europe gradually drifted into “being an armed camp. The
French were quite ardently desiring of: recovering what they
' “had logt. Germany from an agricultural state becamea state

-
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1zrgely occupied in mining, smelting, spinning and shiphuild-
ing; and there went with this revolution a large increase of
population. They wanted some outlet—some colenies to inha-
bit. Germany tried to curb the National feelings of the Slavs by
interfering in the Balken affairs; firstly by supporting Austria in
declaring Bosnia and Harzegovina as her own; and secondly by
intervening after the Balken warin 1913, ignoring and despising
national feeling and national rights, treating artificial bound-
aries. It offended Russia to a great deal. Germany determi-
ned to have war at any cost in mea~ future, so as to have her
influence in the near East and to obtain new colonies to acco-
mmodate her increasing population. The murder of the Crown
Prince of Austria gave Germany the best opportunity for
carrying out the scheme which had been preached and taught
in Germany for years together. Demands were made so as to
lower Servia as a Nation. It was expected that she would
refuse, and she refused. Austria declared war on Servia, Russia
ioined to save the Slav Nation from bumiliation...Germany and
France also joined in turn,

.
7 German strategy was to crush France B'y turning her
flank, by advancing through Belgium

German Strategy by violating her neutrality if necessa-
ry. Then to turn towards Russia

and crush her also in tura and the last attention should be
paid to England to crush her complétely and thusforcea treaty
by which nearly all her cnlomcs could be taken over and
1he British Empire should remam only a name in history as
that of the Roman Empire- “ Might is right" was the
German strategy.

8. Joffre breught hisarmies unbroken out of the clutches

. of the Germans. That was the first
Joffce’s feats, fine stroke among cleverestifeats of
/ the war. Then it was no mistake

-that made Von Kluck tara aside from Paris as he neared the
_-Capital, Jofre forced him to do so, and had all along interded
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thaf he should do s6. The German General had to destroy
the allied forces in front of him and turn the French line.
Joffre fixed his own battle line, an historic and ideal baltle
area, between the two great fortresses of Paris and Verdun
and drew the Germans down to that position. Then both
their flanks and their lines of communications were threat-

ened, It was really on the flanks that the battle was largely
won. To quote Napoleon “the secret of war lies in the lines
of communication”. It was by Von Kluck's exposure ot his
insufficiently guarded communication to attack at the decisive
moment that the Germans completed the set of circumstances
for which Joffre had striven,

9. Joffre won the victory of the battle of the Marne, one
Strategical blunder of the decisive.\{ictorifs of the wcrld}.
of the Germans. . in that a decisive victory strategi-
cally changes the history of the

world for better or for worse. But he did not reap the full
tactical benefits of his- masterly strategy. I[ the moterial
results of the battle were not quite so great as might have
been expect:ed, the moral result was tremendous. In their

breakneck on-rush to ruin, the Germans left the seaports of
Calais, Boulogre and Harve open. That was the greatest stra-
tegical blunder they committed. Then the race for the sea
began- Many hard fights took place in Flanders to turn the
sea flank of the allies, but it was of no avail.

10. Russiap steam-roller was slowly progressing in East
Prussin, Affairs were terribly black
. Affairs on the for Germany. Then the victory of
Rassian {rent, Taunenberg ga{‘e them some relief:
but German hero Von Hindenburg was flung back while pu-
shing into Russia and was badly defeated on the Vistula and
was in full reireat. Austrians were crished in the slaughter
of Lemberg and General Brusiloff again smashed ‘them =at
Raverguka,
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11, The Serbians had smashed the Austrians at Shapatz

and driven the Austrian out of

Affairs on the Serbia- The smashing” of thie first
Serbian front. , two Austrian invasions was a fact to
which little’attention has been paid, for at the time tremen-
dous events elsewhere in the far spread theaire of war

overshadowed it.

12. Thus Germany and Austria were practically beseis
ged from all sides. There was only
Causes of theentr  ,ne way and that through Bulgaria
of Turkey into war. and Turkey. Again Russia was.
mainly dependent on her allies for ammunition and other war
materials. Baltic is open for six months only, and it was not
safe as the German Navy was lying nearby—Through Darda-
fiellas Russia was supplied with her nzeds. If Turkey entered
war this way would be blocked and Russia could be brought
to her knees. Germany tried her best. For a long time - Ger-
man agents had Been busy in the Capital and all over the
country preparing the ground for action. Young Turks, were
for war and the others for neutrality. Arrival of two Germaii
warships—Goeben and Bresleau~was the main factor in bring-
ing matter to breaking point. Another event played into the
hands of the war party. It was the taking over by England of
the Ottoman warships, buildirg in the English dockyards.
That greatly enraged the .young Turks and gave them the
lever to stir up the feelings of the moderates against England
and Entente. Enver closed the Dardanelles contrary to treaty
engagements; troops were concentrated, German merchant
ships were converted into armed ships and the Egyptian fron-
tier was violated. England required from Turkey but tRe
observance of clementary duties of neutrality, She overlooked
positive acts of war. She offered her the fullest guarantees
reprarding her independence and territorial integrity. But dri-
‘ven by Enver and the Germans the Turkish Government
1 contempt and _d,e{iance._

showed in lurn




7

.

-Not.hing could hold her back. On October 20th 1914, the
Taréo~German bombardment of Russian Black sea ports took
place and war was an accomplished fact. The reply of the
Entente Powers was a demand that all German Naval and
Military  instructors in the Turkish service must leave

C inopl After a prolonged and stormy meeting,
‘the Turkish Council decided by a majority for refusal. The
-ambassadors of the Entente Powers applied for their pass-
ports and on November 1st they left Constantinople.

13, The question is always put as to why Turkey was
not dragged into the conflict in the
Why  Turkey did peginning of August. Had the cam-
not join in the begi— P
ning of August 1914. paign in the West gone as at the
outset it was believed in Berlin it
would go; had France been speedily crushed and Russia, held.
in the meanwhile by Austria, been speedily crushed in turn,
there would have been no ity for Turkish assist: A
presumably victorious Germany would have reaped all the
greater advahtages from a Turkish Empire unexhusted by war.
The still untapped resources of Turkey would have been
available for assault upon the British position in Egypt and
India. In short all considerations were against involving Tur-
key prematurely and none in August 1914 in favour of that
cause. B¢ the end of October it had become urgent to divert
as much as possible of the Russian Strength from the main
Eastern Front, to stir up trouble for the British in the East
and not least to cut the connection between Great Britain and
‘India through Egypt and prevent that country from being
used as a base for the transport of troops or supplies from
. Australia. To involve Turkey in the war meant a menace at
once to the Anglo—Persian oil fields at the head of the Persian
Gulf, and to the oil fields of the Caucasus. It meant of course
also theclosing of the Dardanelles and the cutting qif the short
route to Russia to and from the west, seeing that the Baltic
was new barred. As an inducement Germany could offer two
z—gpar‘ently rich prizes-Egypt and the oil fields of the Caucasus.
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14, Looking at these points the advantages immedi;tely
derived by Germany were, first the
Advantages derived closing of the Black sea route; second-
rgjo?:; :::fy T‘:v‘i'e'g ly ?he obligatiox:n thrown upon
into war, . Russia of despatching a strong force
into the, Caucasus; thirdly the neces-
sity imposed upon Great Britain of taking steps for the effec-
tual defence of Egypt; fourthly Germany obtained the
command of the force of strength of 8 lacs of soldiers and
fifthly Germany got the unexbausted country for the supplies
of materials §for war.
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. Lecture I

Some Important Features of Mesopotamia.

1 M i ists of the lowland regions of the
the basin of the Euphrates and the
Tigris. The term upper Mesopotamia
is usually applied to the northern
portion reaching almost as far south as Bagdad, Lower

Mesopotamia stretches thence roughly southwards to the sea.
To the north of Mesapotamia is the Armenian Platean, to the

east Persia, to the west the Arbian table—land, to the south
the Persian Gulf and the north eastern desert of Arabia,

Boundaries of
Mesapotamia

2 From sea we have access through the Shatt~al-Arab~

the confluence of the ' Euphrates and

Rivers and water the Trigris. It is nearly one and
co:lar's:islnf Mesdpo- half miles wide at the mouth, gra-

' dually narrowing upwards to ' 600

yds. at ?asra. The Karun enters it at about forty five miles
upstream at * Mohommerah. It is also navigable for small
vessels. The Euphrates enters the Tigris from the west at
Qufna. The course of this river is nowhere clearly defined
in its lower reaches. It enters the Tigris by a new channel
at Kunetali 5 or 6 miles north of Basra. In addition to these
there are pnany subsidiary: water courses and tracts of water.
Tigris is the main line of communication between the sea

and Bagdad. But navigation largely cepends upon the melt-
ing of snows in Caucasus,. From January to March the river

is fairly full; in April and May it is at its highest owing to the
melting of the snows; it falls in July and August and from

thence fo November the water is at its lowest Floods caused
by the sudde nrise of the river level. rain or broken dam

always affect military operations Troops find it unable to

stic froma camp, It becomes, therefore, an ordimary pre-
caution to surround camps or trenches by proctective dams

or other earth works. When floods subside they generally
recede wholesale leaving few if any pools behind them.
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3 Asa general rule rivers do not lend to passage of
. vessels of deep draught. The con-
The effects of seeu- ' sequence is that in stuggles to secure
:‘:lllg and retaining .54 cetain command of such water-
ommand of water N . e
ways on military Ways against hostile military force
operations on shore, a navy is restricted to the
use of small ships and unless these
- are specially constructed for- the purpose, they may not be
well adapted to withstand bombardment from the land. And
30 special gun boats were made for the nse on the Tigris by the
British Force. These rivers can easily be blocked by sunken
ships, by ‘booms or by mining. Turks made use of these
devices many a time, thus hampering ‘the advance of the Bri-
tish Force, sometimes checking it for a considerable time.
[n operations on a river the current plays an important part,
in that.it increases or decreases the speed of vessels according
as they are going up or down stream. Ib such operations
when one side has gained the control of such waterway and
has possessed the necessary transports of capable of pavigating
its ceannels, troope.can very rapidly Le moved, fromh point
to point along its course. From the stratemcnl point of view
the commard of a river like Tigris may confer on a military
commander even greater liberty of action than the command
of sén does, because difficulties as to landing generally dis-
appear. - The best “illustration of this is a[fonlecl by Lord
Wolseley’s Campaign of 1882 in Egypt. Ty making use of
the Suez canal and landing at Ismailia, the British expedition-
ary force acted against Arabi Pasha The condition govern-
ing the command of a great river differ widely frem those
upon which the command of the sea depends. Eut once that
d has been established, its strategical influence over
land operations may be very stmllar to which so often follows
npnn maritime shpremacy.

4 In Mesopotamia trees are scare and atd all wood for
building- has to be imported.
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S There is also au almost total absence of stone; conse-

. quently the roads are upmetalled

Eftects of unmetalled and without bridges. Tracks across
roads on operations. deserts soon cut up and become
heavy under nrm]ery and transport

traffic. It is therefore very difficult, ‘almost inpossible to
supply a large army for a long campaign. We know how
the roads are broken and ht into holl by the p: (-
of heavy carts laden with loads. The trains that follow an
army laden asthey are with ammunition, pontoon, platforms
for guns, seige artillery, and other ponderous materials soon
destroy all but best roads. Inorder that the supply toan
army may be uninterrupted, it is necessary that the roads
should be of the best construction like the highways metalled
ones. History tells us that in the Crimea even 7 miles of
soft soil mlerposed in winter betwcen an army and its depoh
may be glmost a fatal obstacle. General Hamley says, * But
it is not only on account of the supplies that great armies
operate hy great roads. It is aiso because the march of troops,

and artilery b.ecomes on bad roads so slow and uncertain
that all the calculations on which a general basesa combined
operation are liable to be falsified, and the rapidity necessary
for a movement intended to suprise or foil and adversary is
lost, so that the.design is foreseen and frustrated by the
enemy.” Aw example of the differnt rate at which troops
move over a good and a bad road is afforded by the campaign
of Waterloo. Napolean following Wellingdon and Grouchy
following Blucher. both quitted the field of Ligny.on the
afternoon ‘of 17th June. The Emperor marching by the great
paved road of Namur and Brussels, assembled his army that
night in the position of Waterloo, 17 miles from Ligny-
Grouchy moving by country roads had great diificulty in
bringing his 30,000 men to Grembloux, & miles from Ligny, by
10 O'clock the same night  Therefore, imagine the difficulties
of the British and Turkish forces operating on the tractsin
the sang. Asloug as these forces are mear the river it is all
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right. They can’t move far away from the rlver and Make
any turning movement. We will see later on.ihat the whole
force moved along the river, scarcely going 6 or 7 miles away
from the river. All the great battles have been fought along-
side the river, always'haveing one flank on the river bank.

6. There were no railways in Mesopotamia, The exis-

tence of railways has become one

Railways, one of of the governingfactors in strategy.
thé governing factors Napoleon hadonly to rely on rapid
in Strategy. marching to gain strategical advan-
tagesat the outset of his compaigns.

To-day similar advantages are sought for in railways: So an
army operating in Mesepotamia has to rely on the Tigris forall -
military purposes such.as assembling and supplying the armies,
carrying sick, would and prisoners and sefding forward rein-
forcements. From Turkish point of view, it told terribly upon
their movements of troops and sending reinforcements in time.
‘There was railway from Aleppo {o Ras-Al-Ain. From Ras-Al-Ain
to Samara there was a gap of 327 miles to be completed.
From Samara to Bagdad there was railway. From ‘Bagdad
downwards they had to rely on river transport. The bulk of
the fighting forces of the Ottoman Empire were aboutsthe
Dardanells, about Constantinople and in Antolia- To move
a big force from these regions to Mesopotamia was a diffi-
¢ult job At least 3 months would require for g regiment
to come down o Basra from Antolia. Again there . was
question of supplying this force, with food, ammunition and
war materials.

7. When armies have to undertake operations in 1egi-

. ons like Mesopotamia, where few
pg:{ﬂcul:i:: °“'J‘:?; supplies are procurable and trans-
effects. vort is difficult, movement of armies

is much hampered. Under such
circumstances long periods may have to Le ‘devoted to the
formation of bases -and special measures are necessary for
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thele things. These difficulties frequently account for a
slowness of movement.

8. Supply and transport are intimately bound up ir all
military operations. Supplies have to

Long line of Commu- be carried sufficient to subsist the
nications cramp the force while it traverses the whole
operations. distance and.the consequence of this

is that the supply trains grow to am

enormous size and became very troul le some to control and diffi
cult to protect. Large part of an army becomes a mere escort.
Henry IV of France remarked w'th regard to compaigns
against Spain in his day, “Invade with a large army and you
are destroyed by starvation; invade with a small one and you

are overwhelmed by 2 hostile population”. This is equally
_applicable to-day to regions where the roads, railways and

other means of communication do not exist. In Mesopotamia
we see that there was only one way of keeping communication

and that was through the Tigris. Butdaily it began to increase
in length. Communications always cramp the operations of
the mgular army; they act as a drag on its mobility and they
tend to tle it down. As they increase in length, they are
generally exposed to hostile enterprises. The consequence
of this is their protection absorbs ‘a large proportion of the
forces in the theatre of war- ’ '

9 e In this campaign, as the operations progressed north
.of Basra, it led through districts where the temper of popula-
tion was hostile, and so the posts and depots along the line
were required to be posted......Uneless an adequate force is

detailed to protect the line or lines of communications, there
-is always great risk of their being cut temporarily or permanent-

ly. General Townshead complains in hisbook ** My Campaign
in Mesapotamia ", that at the time of the battle, of Ctesiphongy
%hen he was in want of troops for that baitle, more thanthe
fighting t:oops were employed in guarding the line of comma-
nication, He had 11,000 cambatants in this battle while a full
divisjon of 15,000 was on duty of guarding the line of commu-
2 pitation.  Hislery fwnishes ve with many exampes of thia



14 .

.
kind. In the Afghan campaign the number of troops employed
on the Khaibar line between Kabul and Peshawar in March
1880, was more than 16,000 men; at the same time the Kabul
field force consisted of only about 12,000 men.

10, Tt is evident that the line of operation and the line of

s communication mast be the same in

One line of advance such regions. Asin Nile expedition
and supply. the Nile-road and river were the Bri-
tisher’s one line of advance and

supply, so in Mesopotamia tbe Tigris can be tke only means
of food supply and the line of operation.

11. When such campaigns are undertaken, the locat
tribes always play a prominent part in

Local tribes play a the operations. S0, we must first of
prominent part in  3]] try to get a grip of the condition
thesoperations. of the local people. One must geta
grip on the general and broad history

of the people, in so far as that history has developed its present
condition. For, this not only gives the intentions of the peo-
ple, it also gives their aims, ambitions and dreatns. So one
:must have the thorough knowledge of foréign affairs of these

people. Knowledge of foreign affairs is absolutely nmsan
to know the different moves made by these people. In order

to understand diflerent moves made by the local Arabs
and the Shaikhs of Mobammerah and.Kuwait, we must see
-what was the relation of these people with the Turkish and
British Governments. Arabs had little love for thé Turks
owing to repressive policy of the Tuckish Government. They

were most untrastworthy people~-always siding with the victo-
.rious party, We had many instances of these people harass-

ing the Turks in their adversities and plundering their camps,
.and also the occasions of doing the same thing with the Bri-
:tish in their difficulties. Many local Arab Chiefs were always
.at war with the Turkish Goveroment. The Emirs of Nejd
‘fought for their independence since 1818, At last in 1913, Ibn
Saud declared his independence publicly and alimost all the
Arabs were in sympathy with him. .
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S V] Kuwaxt is nn Arab State Bouih of Basra. Attempts

were made to induce ‘the Shaikh of

Shaikh of Kuwait Kuwait to accept the Turkish Nation-

ality. But the Shaikh had independ-

ently contracted obligations from time to time with the British

Government, and when the war broke out he was definitely
under the British protection.

.

13 The Shaikh of Mohammerah was also anti—Turk.

Through his territory the oil pipes are

Shaikh of running. In 1910 the Turkish Goyern-

Mohammerah, ment used force against him but it

was tided over by the diplomatic

pressure of the British Government.

14. Owing to good relations with these Shaikhs, the British
were able to land torces at Fao with
British on good terms  outany resistance from these Sbaikhs;
with these Shaikhs.  and there was no danger of their line
' of communication being cut off, when
they proceeded further with all their forces, keeping only
small, detachihents to ward off the -local. Arabs. Had these
Shaikhs been anti=British, British force could not have advan-
ced further from the mouth of the Tigris without having sub-
‘dued these Shaikhs. - That would have taken time and the
capture of Basra would have cost a heavy price.
.
15. No“ T will touch only one point, and that is mirage
one of the physical disabilities of
The effects of mir- 1.5 country. It deceived the British
age on Military ope- .
rations. force many a time, caused troops
endless Lroubles. and misunderstan-
dings. Mirage, distorting every object,{was ‘a daily phenome-
mon, and when this was accompanied by a dusty baze blown
up by wind, all but comparatively near objects were blotted
out. In reconaissance it deceived many a time the cavalry
patrols, observation posts and even the air recomnoifres.
They a_lways mistook in the miragefand dust, Arabs for tl_'&ops
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or Sheep or Cattle for men. Many a time the troops “were
moved from the camp on such informations “and the bours
passed before the mistake was discovered. Edmund Candler
gives a beautiful picture of mirage in his book " The Long
Road to Bagapad.” He says. *' The atmosphere is most decep-
tive and in the haze or mirage it is difficult to tell if the
enemy are horse ortfoot or to make any estimate of their
numbers. Everything is magnified. A low lying mud village
becomes a fort with walls twenty feet high, a group of don-
keys, a palm grove. There is nota cavalry regiment with the
force, which has not at some time or other mistaken ship
for infantry. Oiten in reconnaissance the enemy are within
600 yards before the Squadron Commander can distinguish
whether they are mounted or on foot, The dancing mirage
i:lays one a hundred trick. Once an officer put up a direction
post for prismatic compass survey, a little mound with a flag
onit. When he started back to camp, he took down_the
flag. He had left the mound half 2 mile behind, when look-
ing back he saw, what he thought was an Arab pursuing him.
‘He lay down and covered.the figure with his rile and called
to his orderly to do the same. They lay in wait while the Arab
still came on, at the same rapid stride, his cloak flying i the
wind. Whole minutes passed yet though he never ceased to
move, be came no nearer. They approached and found it was
the little mound a foot high.” .

16, 1 have given you‘;s far as possible the genéral des-
cription of some features of the country necessary for our
purpose. Now we begin with the main campaign in my
next lecture. *
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Lecture M1
The Capture of Basra and the Battle o1 Shaiba.

1. In September 1914 Sir Barrow, Military Secretary at
6th Division reser- the India Oﬂice.' had drawn u;t a
ved for an expedition memorandum urging the occupation
to Mesopotamia. of Basra on the three grounds, that
it would safeguard Egypt, to impress
the Arabs and to protect the Anglo—Persian Oil Installation.
TUpon that recommendation, the 6th division, out of the troops
intended for service'in Europe, was reserved for an expedition
to the Persian Gulf. In view of the call for prompt action, the
Poona Brigade, part of the 6th diyision, in middle of October
‘embarked under the command -of Brigadier Genecral W, S.
Dalamain as an advanced force. Itwas to occupy Abadan,
the island in the Shatt-al-Arab on which were situated the
Anglo—Persian Oil Company's refinerics. On the declaration
of war on Turkey, the remainder of the 6th division comman-
.ded by Lt. Gtneral Barrett sailed (rom Bombay and united
with - the Brigade under General Dalamain on Baharein
island. This brought the strength of the Mesopotamia Expedi-
tionaty Force upto that ot one division, roughly 15,300
combatants.

2.‘Sh;\iks of Mahammarat and Kawait were hostile to
Turks. For many years the British
Hostility "of the authorities in India had political
Shaiks of Kuwalt and .50 with these Arab Shaikhs,
Moh;mmurnt to the .
“Turks. who ruled the territories at the head
of Gulf. For the support of Mobam-
mnarat, it was considered prudent that the force sent from
India would be directéd to occupy Basra, thus securing the
-co-operation of both the Shaikhs. For the operation in Mesos
potamia, the object laid down was the captare of Basra and
-of thg'ShatHl-Amb upto that place,
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b
3. On the 6th November landing took place at Fao, » The
fort was in ruins and it was llghﬂy
Landing at Fao. ‘held. There were only 500 men and
4 Krupp field guns. They resisted
for an hour or two and reiréated towards Sanieyh. On the
7th having re-embarked the landing force and leaving a com=
pany to garrisonthe Fao telegraph station, the transport
prdcecded upstream anchoring about 16 miles above Fao,

within sight of oil works at Abadan.

4. A strong force had been despatched from Bagdad at
the end of September and it arrived
‘at Basra by forced march on or
about the same  day, the British
advanced force landed at Saniyeh, News of British landing
must have reached the Turks at Basra, dimmediately on their
arrival. No time was, there[ore, lost in pushing down to Sani~
yeh a strong reconnmssnnce.

Occupation of
Saniyeh,

5. Decidedly the Turk’s best opportuuily was to, attack
the British camp forthwith with all the strengih<at their dis-
posal. Unfortunately for them, their men were sent little fit
for i liate campaigni Reinf ts were -sent frdm
Bas_rn and proceeded to entrench at Sahain four miles north
of Saniyeh, thus cutfing the ronte to Basra by land.

6- By this time Qeneral Barrett joined General Dalamain,
and as soon as practicable the Turks
were attacked at'Sdhain and were
dislodged and the Bntl.sh were able
to gét:their: force.ashore, in readiness to advance on Basra.
Another force of the Turks had taken position at Sahil, nine
miles northwards with their main fore at, Baljiniya. A geng-
ra},attack was decided upon and the wholg force moved out.
The Turks.had, taken a position with their left:on the estuary .

Attack on
Sahil positlun.'
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plain. General Barrett originally hal decided td turn” the
right flank of the enemy, but after watching the "course of

t for time, he abandoned his init dnd
‘tried to turn the left flank of the enemy. General Fry enga-
ged the enemy’s right and centre by frontal attack, and Gene-
ral Dalamain turned the enemy’s left flank, The manoeuvre
was carried ouf with dash and coolness, breaking the”
Turkish defences.

7. By this victory, not only the road to Basra was cleared,
. but the Turks had been disorganised.
Capture of Basra. To follow up blow, part of British
force was embarked on two river
steamers and preceded by the gun boats made for Basra by
water. The rest of thie troops meanwhile preseed the retreat-
ing enemy by land. Basra was entered unopposed on 22nd
November. Turks had evaculated Basra and retired on Amara.
A part of the Turkish force had taken a strong position at
Qurna. kt. Col. Frazer was sent up to dislodge this force. On
approaching Q.urna. Lt. Col. Frazer soon learned that the
plsce was held in a strength, quite beyond his battalion to
-ccm(ront He was reinforced by two battalions. The British
crossed the Tigeis six miles above Quma. In the meanwhile
the Turks in Qurna had sat tight, evidently uncertain as to
the direction of the main attack and probably thinking the
crossing of the river higherup a ruse. Since the town s
close to the point where the Tigris ard Euphretes join,
the appeance of the British force to the north and west
apparently. cut them off. Seeing this the whole force, 1500
men surrendered.

e
8. So far the British blows had passed to be swift
The bold on the estuary and the course

-General situation  of the Tigris as far as Qurna, 120 mifts
> after the full of {rom sea was secure. Notwithstanding

Basra. | the loss of Qurnaa Turkish force
. advanced to the Karun and occupied

'ahwas A big force was also at Nasariyah ¢n the Euphrates.



wn

68 miles west of Qurua. General Barrett found that tc.z meet
all demands upon his division forthwith would have
involved its disposal on a wide extent of country. Already
the force had been reduced by the placing of garrisons at
Kuwait, Qurna and by the pipe line patrol along the Karun.

9. Still skrzlnte'gica]ly the British were on the better

possition. There were three avenues
Interior and inte- ofapproch to Basraone from Nasariyah,
rior lines, 2od from Amara and the third from
Ahwaz. Basra wasthe central position

having communication with the small detachments kept on
both sides of danger. Basra was the center of operations.'
They were working on the interior lines while the Turks on
the exterior lines, the detachments being independent of each
other. British could keep their whole force concentrated at
Basra with detachments at Qurna, Shaiba and Ahwaz. They
could easily resist any attempt by the. Turks in big force by
any side, by concentrating their -supell'_ior force. But Turks.

were not in a position to resist any attempt by their.enemy ‘in
big force towards any of the sides mentioned®above. British

forces had the power of mutual reinforcements and support.
The Turks were always kept ignorant as to the side on _thich
the blow will fall. With the big half circle, the British
General was free to move his troops as he wished. He
could use his freedom to some purpose.  The, point most
actively threatened was again and again reinforced from the-

central positicn at Basra, as in the cases of the battle of
Shaiba and the attempt at Ahwaz by the Turks. One of

of Turkish General Staff,’ Bimbashi Mohammad Amin says,
“ The whole force was dispersed, one detachment on the
Euphrates, one on the Tigris and one in Arabistan. The
different 1d were i ble and tbere was no

co-operatiom Each fraction was left to itself and felt too
weak to do its alloted tash, “-Cut off from one another by

- geeat swamps, what coyld they do mgainst the English who-
. using the Euphrates, Figrisand the Karun rivers vcould bring
a superior force to any one of the three segors. *_
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J0 Iwish to give in short the description of the battle

- of Shaiba~the first battle, in the real
Disposition's of the sense of the term was fought in Me-

British Force  sopotamia. The details of the dis-
positions of the British force on the
11th April were as follows :—

At Qurna, under command of Brigadier G:neral Dob-
bie, four Battalions and four heavy guns.

At Ahwaz, under command of Major General Davi-
son, 4 battalions, one squadron of cavalry, one
company of sappers,

At Shaiba under the command of Major General I<ry
4cavz|1ry- iments, 7 battali 3
of sappers and miners and one battery,

At Basra, one heavy battery, 10 battalions, mountain
battery, Howitzer battery and one cavalry
regiment.

o
11 : The state of country all round Basra, owing to the

. floods, rendered military operations
State of Country difficult, The Tigris had overflowed

round Basra-  and the country between Basra city
and settlement along the bankso(

the Tigris was. pr1cl|cally under water. Beyond Basta, the
Euphrates water extendmﬂ to Zubair and Shmba complicated
the question of supplying the force at Shaiba. It was however
a military necessity to hold a position at near Shaiba both to
retain the initiative in operations, and to prevent the Turks
spreading down the Shatt-al-Arab between Basra and the sea.

12 British extended camp at Shaiba- over three and
half miles in circumference~was sit-
Position of British  uated with its rear face on the edge

Camp at Shalba. of the flood area and its western
' - face on a slight elevation on or about
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the centre of which was wallserai known as Shaiba Fort. The
ground to the north west of the camp Was slightly ‘undulating,
open and treeless while beyond these at about’900 yds. dist-
ance from the perimeter was a small hillock known as north

mound. Weit-ward and south westward, the ground sloped
very gently in undulating folds upwards for some two miles.

There was a watch tower, a prominent land mark, some four
miles distance from Shaiba Fort. The only other outstanding

feature was a hillock, known as south mound, about halfway
between Shaiba and.the watch tower- Tle ruins of old Basra
lay east of Lubair on the edge of the flood area. "It was dist-
ant about 3 milies from the Shaiba Fort.

13 Turks ina great strength attacked this position at
about 5 A. M. on the 12th. It was

Turkish attack on mainly directed against southern
Shaiba position. This attack was definitely
repulsed without much difficulty by

8 A. M. when the Turks retired leaving small pariies in obser-
vation. At dusk a vigorous attack was again delivered. But
the attack failed and gradually died away to desultory firing.

14 General Fry asked for help from Basra and Geneéral
Melliss was sent with an Infantry Brigade and 2 mountain bat-
tery. With great difficulty in bellums they moved off. When
General Melliss arrived at Shaiba at 8 P' B ofi the 12th,
fighting was still in progress.” He decided to take up the
offensive and drive the Turks away.

15 On the 13th, he ordered a cavalry regiment supported
by an Infantry Brigade to clear the north mound occupied by
the enemy. The cavalry advanced direct upon the north
mound from their posnrion‘. By 11 A. M. the north mound was
‘cleared of the Turks and they were in full retreat towards

- west. Then this force turned to the west, and the clearing
of the western vicinity of the Shaiba position was ]{eg||n. Bv
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230 P. M. this was stccessfully carried out, At 3 P. M- he
issued orders for the troops to withdraw to camp.

16. Atdawnon the 14th April, personal. observation
disclosed to General Melliss that although -the. ‘immediate
vicinity of Shaiba was clear of the enemy, consideraibe hostile
bodies remained in the neighbourhood of south- mound.
General Melliss decided to attack the enemy with all force,
leaving only two attalions to hold the camp. First an advance
was made on south mound, which was lightly held by the
enemy, who had retired to the already prepared line of tren-
ches to the west. It was near Barjisia wood. British plan
was to engage’the Turks’ right and centre and to attack the
left, thus hoping to strike at the enemy's line of retirément
to Nukhaila. It was the most bloody battle fought. The left
flank of the enemy could not be turned by the cavalry, as the
Turks were holding positions right upto the mud on the edge
of the flood area. From 10 A. M. to 4 P. M. vigorous
efforts were made but they were of no avail and the
British decided to retire to Shaiba before dusk and made all
arrangements fore it. In the meanwhile the right flank brigade,
which was at a distance of 200 yds. from the Turkish trenches
made the last effort and it proved successful. The whole
line gave way and disorderly retreat began. Turkish losses
were trenfendous. General Melliss described it a3 a “Soldier's
battle,” we may interprete it by saying that superiority in
manoenvre had little to do in gaining the victory.

17. The battle of Shaiba had sevesal decisive results, 1t
cleared the western approaches to Basra of a dangerous

. menace; it restored the power of initiative to the Iritish and
it dissipated for the time being any chance of effective act-
ion by the Turks. .

18 In this battle the Turks fermed front to the flank.
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‘When one of the two opposing armi-
Forming front tothe es is operating on a front parallel to

lank. the line of commurcating with its

base, the latter has acquired a great

advantage over its adversary. It was a great mistake to place

an army in. slich a poﬁition without reasonable prospect of

counter- balancing advantage, In this position the defeat to

the Bl:itish army would have been a mere defeat-but to the
Turkish army it was a ruin. :

19. Tt must be said that the constant and effectual

shifting of the British forces to any

Turks - worked on side made feasible by the error of
independent line. the Turks. Turks worked on wholly
- independept lines. They never ope-
rated in combination, Tirst an attempt at Ahwaz was made
and then the battle of Shaiba was fought: and this disjointed
state of things permited British to, reinforce the threatened
point at their leisure. Had the Turks pressed their opponentsat
2ll the three points simultaneously they could have nentralised
the advantages of the inter’or lines which the Britishhad got.

20-  According to Turkish official dociments the Turkish
forces amounted in round numbers

Turks violated the {5 17,000 rifles, 380 sabres, 44 field
z;ll:::_g:? of economy guns and 3 machine guns, The whole
force was di.;lrilmtcd in small deta-

chments at several places. No cocentrated effort was made
by the Turks, from the landing of the British at Fao till the,
capture of Qurna. Of the tofal numbers given above the
Turks” concentrated in {he vicinity of Basra, in Novemb r,
only 47C0 rifles, 18 guns and 3 machine wumns. A great fault
was  made in  not atiributing  sufficient importance
to Fao, the gateway of Mesopot imia- They tried to resist the
advance of the British by small forces, which the British could
easily destroy in piecemeal. The same dispersien was wade
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again %fter the fa'l of Qurna. Snliman A-kari—the Turkish
Commander—in—chief violated one of the principles >f war--the
principle of économy of force. He tried to kee: an eye on too
many-things, he tried to keep, to see, to defend everything.
The result was dispersion, which prevented him fiom comm-
anding, from combining obe single affair, from striking hard.
Heended in impotence. Clausewitz wrote of the principle of
Economy of Force that * Tre first and the most importa-t of
the rules.which impose themselves on the General-in—hief is
to keep his forces united. He must only detach from th* gen-
eral mass of troops that, which is strictly indispensibl: for the
satisfaction of an urpent necessity. ” N ipoleon constantly re-
fers to this principle throughout his military correspondence
to his generals. | At one place he writes * The Cordon system
is good against smugglers and for postal arrangements, but it
has never yet sicceeded 'in war, ’

21 There isa proverb which says “ You camnot hunt

. two hares at the samne hme You

-The p""‘"Plf of big  would catch néither of them . Once
':.'":"l:::'ls a:::lng ‘Bonaparte wrote to Leoben the Aus-
trian General "' There are many fine

generals in Europe, but they see too many things at the same
time: I only see one, namely the masses. I try to destroy them
feeling sufe thiat tbe accessorics will ‘then tnmble down of
themselves. " At another place he wrote "' The same is true
of war as of the storming of a fortified town, fire must be con-
‘centrated on one point. As sonn as the breach is made the
balance is upset; nothing else is of any avail; the town -is
Attacks must not be scattered but-on the contrary
. A conversation between Bonaparte and Moreau
will illustrate the new conception of this principle. These
'two generals who had mever yet seen each other, seemed
equally plezsed to meet. It was observed that during this
‘interview, both for one moment looked at each other in
"elle‘nce,'-Bonapanc was the first to speak; he told Moreau
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how-anxious be .bad been to make his acquaintance. *** You
are just come from Egypt as a Conqueror ' answered Moreau,
“and I am-just home from Italy after a great ‘defeat. ”......
After giving some explanation of the causes of that defeat. he

oncluded “ It was i ible to- prevent our. gallant army
from being overwhelmed by so many bined -forces.: Big
numbers always beat small ones. ”

** You are right ” said Bonaparte, “big numbers always
beat small ones.”

-* still, General, ” said Moreau to Bonaparte, * you
have often beaten big armies with small ones,

* Even in that case ” Napoleou said, * the small num-
bers were always beaten by the big ones. ”

This led to explain his tactics.

When \mth inferior Iorces‘ 1 was met by a large
army " he said, ** having quickly grouped my own I fell like
lightening on one of the wings which I routed. I then-availed
myself of the disorder of this manoeuvre never failed to
produce within the enemy, so as to attack it in another part
and again with all my forces. I thus beat the enemy piece—
meal; and the ensuing victory was invariablyas yeu see, the
trivmph of the larger number over the smaller.

22. From the very beginning the Turks were on the
defensive, He who halts when the

‘To make war Is enemy is marching against him is
to attack. " lost. To take the lead, to act with
3 well formulated idea. and to com-

pel adversary lo conform, is very different to waiting and
watching, and merely trying to accertain and counteract the
moves of an opponent who is skilfully endeavouring to mislead
us at every step, “ To make war is to attack.” Sulaiman
Askari thought that he could not advance and delivsy battle
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unfil he was-accurately informed aa to the ‘enemy’s ‘strength
and positions’ He did not get it,'he waited inactive and was
beaten in consequence. His action at Shaiba was too late,
that too disjointed one. The ist should not wait for
information and remain inactive; he ‘should-march straight on
his objective the bulk of th: enemy’s forces in the field, with
all his forces united, He should not move forwa:d untill be
has concentrated-all his forces or otherwise he will violate
the principle of economy of force as is don in this camnaign,
by the Turkish commander It does not matter if the enemy
advances a hour or days before or some distance in land.
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Lecture 1V,
The ‘Battle of Quraa.

1. A few days after the battle of Shaiba, General Town-

’ shead arrived at Basra as a comman-
Decision to advance der-of the 6ta Division in place of

on Amara. "General Barrett who sailed for India
owing to ill health. General -Nixon
was appointed as the Ci der-in-Chicf of the Mesopota-
mia forces. At this time the Turks were in position .north of
Qurna. They were caﬁyinz on raids on Ahwaz. It was thou-
ght advisable by the Government to push the advance to
Amara, in order to stop ‘these raids for good, because it was
absolutely necessary to protect the pipe line throughout as
the Admirality attached great importance to the uninterrupted
maintenance of oil supply at Abadan and regarded it as a
matter of extreme urgency, In the beginning the Gevernment
had decided to play a safe game in Mesopotamia.” But circu-
mstances forced them to extend thz operations in this region.
Unléss the British occupied Nasiriya and Amara, the attitude
of the British at Basra could only be defensive. The salest
policy was to take up a position at Nasiriya, so as to keep off
the danger of-allowing Turkish forces too near Basra —~as in
the instance in the battle of Shaiba. Turk’s raids og, advance
in a big force on Ahwaz could only be prevented by the dccu-
pation of Amara; with Amara in British hands their troops
could eventually be withdrawn from Abwaz and be set f{ree
for wotk on either the Tigris or the Euphrates.

2. So General Nixon gave Geuneral Townshead the com-
mand of Qurna—Amara operations.
Ueneral Townshead  [e had to drive the Turks away
was given the com- hei . h of
mand of operation. from their position north of Qurna,
to push 90 miles and to occupy
Amara, a very important town, which was part of Basra
province. c.
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3., The flood seasol was orni and for miles the river had

overflowed its banks, Vast expanse
State of Counfry of water westward and eastward.

round Qurna. Only there were some sand hills
held by the Turks. Between these
islands and Qurna the depth of water averaged one to three
feet. Advance by wading was out of question, while the
shallowness of the greater part of area, the concealment of
deeper channels and the presence of Turkish mines limited
the extent to which the ordinary river craft could be utifised,
This will give you an idea of the sort of battle Towmshead
had t9 fight at Qurna. It was plain that the only way one
could advance was in boats, for during the flood season on
the Tigris the banks of the river are invariably inundated
which eventually prevents all ‘marching K or movement of
wheeled traffic, over great part of the country.

4. The Tukish main position was astride the Tigris

about Abu Aran, Muzabila‘and Ruta,
Turkish position In the foreground were the advan-

at Qurna,, ced position on the sandhills in-front
of Ruta, on one Tree hill, one Tower

hill and the Two gun bill. Owing to flood it was a position of
freat strength. There were three altercative methods of atta-
cking the Turkish position. The first involving a tern:i:g move-
ment to the west of the Tigris but it was undesirable and
almost 1mpossxble. owing to the flcoded marshes witk their
high reeds, and the depth of creeks that would have to be
crossed. The second involved the similar turning movement
but to the east of the Tigris but it would mean the Ruta creek
and it did not menace the Turkish line of retreat, The third
“was the frontal altack in strength assisted by an enveloping
movement by a detachment along the eastern bank of the
Tigris. General Townshead proposed the third metbod for
the operation and suggested that the attack was to be taken
methodically in successive phases, and would depend for its
success on the intimate co-operation of the land force and the
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ships and on the effect of the beavy gunfire. ‘General Nixon
gave his general approval to General Townshead’s plan.

5. Then the preparations for attacks were carried
out energetically. At Basra the

Preparations for sappers were kept very busy
ltt!ck.- preparing  water craft, shielded
bellums, rafts for machine guns,

barges for heavy -guns, Mahailas for hospital purposes
and for engineering and other stores. Every requirement of
the attacking force had to be thought out and arranged for
beforehand. Then the orders were passed to start training
in the poling of these bellums. In this respect fair pro-
gress was made by the middle of April-32 men per batta-
lion were trained. This being a new operation Townshead
took a rehearsal of a whole brigade manoeuvring in
hoats.

6. General Townshead was given two brigades for this
operation and he was sopposed to
Force given for provide the troops for line of comm-
the task, unication between Qurna and Basra.
Regarding this he says, *' It is«nst-
ructive to see the way in which Government was starting
an expedition to invade Mesop ja: all the mistakes and
* errors of our maritime expeditions during the, 18th, and éarly
part of 19 th centuries are here repeated with interest. Even
Bonapart could not have succeeded with metliods like this;
for my battle of Qurna, I was to have only two lmgades out
of my proper three, although I pointed out, on the Economy
of Force principle, the third brigade might be given to me for
my battle- Not only this but on the good old Indian plan,
all the clerks in the office of the Head Quarter Staff in Basra
were combalants taken from my Division, and to my horror
Ifound in addition that all the military police in that place
and batmen of the staff officers, were taken out of its fighting
ranks. "
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o7 The mission given to General Townshead was one
of great difficulty and involved a
Frontal attack, a hazardous battle, hazardous beca-

Necessity. use the floods having rendered the
whole country 2 great sea, compelled

him to a frontal attack, which is the most costly and most to
be avoided in war and least promising of successe

8, By the night of 29th-30th May, the whole of the
force intended for the operation had

Concentration of been concentrated at Qurna, and on
the force. the 80 th, General Nixon had also
arrived there. Although he ‘infor-

med General Townshead that he had no intention of inter-
fering with the conduct of the operations, he had announced
his intention of being present while they were being carried
out. General Townshead issued the following opéraﬁon
order for the attack:—

9. General Situation:—

) . No pronounced change in the enes
OQperation order. my’s dispositions in his position
- astride the Tigris north of Qurna.

() His main positions are chiefly the localities of Bah-
ran, Rotah, Maziblah, Sackricha advanced posts to
‘the “Rotah position on the Sand hilis and to the

Bahran position at Norfork hill, one Tree hill, one
Tower hill, Gun hill.

(b) The advance postsone Tower hill, Gun hill, one Tree
hill are supported at under 5000 yards ramge from
%" Bahran.
The Bahran position is supported by arhliery fire
from Rotah and Maziblab.

(¢} It isprobable that the mines are placed in the
. Tigris channel’
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(d) Accotding to our _intelligence réports- the’ Tutkjsh

(e

force comprises of 5 battalions, 12 guns and about
600 Mujahidin and about 1200 Arab rifle: men.,

‘The positions of the- guns are as follows i=

1 Gun at Rumla.

2 Guns at Gun Hill

1 Gun.on One Tower Hill.
4 _ Guns at Bahran.
2 Guns at Rotah,

The flooded state of the country renders the above
a position of strength, and: demands an operation
methodically undertaken in successive phasses as in
seige warfare every effort being made to obtain con-
centric fire action by the forces on the west side of
Tigris, the N'\v-\l Flotilla, and the force on the east
side of the river. .

2 ‘General intention of the G. O. C.

{a

(b,

=2

=

The ehemy \vill‘be attacked on May 31st by com-
bined frontal and turning attacks.

Frontal Attack; A Frontal decisive nttz;ck sx.xpported

, by the artillery and the Naval Flotilla ‘will move

against the enemy’s position on the west side of the
Tigris, assisted by a turning attack on the east side
of the Tigris.

Demonstration on the east & west; In order to eng-
age the attention of the Arabs on both flanks of the
Turkish positions, 'demonstration up tlie Suwaib and
El Huir Creeks by friendly Arabs, supported by gun *
boats, are being arranged by Army Head Quarter.
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3 Bistribution of Troops for the 1st phase. -~
(-a) Advance Guard Group.

Frontal attack 1 17th Infantry Brigade (less 22nd
Lt. Col. Climmo § - Punjabis).

1 Sirmur sappers & miners,
30th Mountain Battrey (less one
Section.

1 Sec, Bri Fiel& Ambulance.

1 Sec. Indian Ambulance.
Turning Attack )% Co. Sirmur Sappers & Miners,
Lt. Col. Blois %1 Sec. Mountain. Battery.

Johnson, 22nd Punjabis,
1 Sec. Indian Field Ambulance.
No, 3 Group

No. 3 Group Artillery.
C.R. A,
Land Section.
River Section,

Half 22nd Company Sappers and
Miners.

Bridging Train.
No. 1 Group Y 16th Infantry Brigade (in ships)
G.0.C,16th b Brigade-Signal Section. ,

' Brigade. - 63rd Battery R. F. A-

Half 22nd Company Sappers and
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* * Miners. te

One Section British.and two Sec
tions Indian Field Ambu}ance.

General No. 2,Group (in ships).
kese;v«: 22nd Norfork.
Lt. Col. Peebles
4 Orders for the: Attack, First Phase.
Objective the line of Birbeek Creek.

(a) At5 AM. on 31st May the Artillery Land Section
will commence a bombardment of enemy’s position
their fire being distributed on :—

Norfork Hill .
One Tree Hill
Oné Tower Hill
Gun Hifl

in accordance with the detailed instructions issued
by the C. R, A. The Naval Flotilli will co-operate
against Norfolk Hill and Gun Hill.

“The River Séction will be in readiness to move
up when ordered from their rendezvous position
at Qurna.

(b) The frontal attack will advance from its position
. of assembly west of Fort Snipe at 6 AM.

Objectives : —

Norfolk Hill
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One Tower Hill
* Gun Hilt

The O. C. will ensure the protection of his left
flank during this advance.

(c) the turning sttack will start from its rendezvous at
1 A. M. -objective one Tree Hill. The O. C. will
time his movement so as to conform with the arti-
llery bombardment.

(d) Torning attack will detail a party to look for and
explode by rifle fire all mines found along the
river bank, -

(e) Mine sweeping operations by the Naval Flotilla wilt
. be conducted under orders of S, N. O. during the
artillery bombardment.

The subsequent forwerd movement of the warships
npd River Section barges will be regulated by the
progress of the mine sweepers.

*5 No,1 (16th Bridg.) Group and No. 2 (Reserve}
“Group in transports will be brought up the the Tigris
when ordered as follows :—
“Mejidieh.
Blosse Lyneh.
P 1.
‘P 3.

6 The Ordance barge Hospital’ ship and R. E, Park (Group
4) and the Divisional supply eolumn will remain at
Qurna till ordered up'

The dressing station of the force will be on Norfolk
Hill. This will be provided by the Field Ambulance
attached to the General Reserve.
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7 Reports: Reports to Divisional Head Quarters on Beard
H. M. S. Espiegle from 6 P. M, on May 30th.

10 From the above it will be seen that attack on the

. Turkish advanced positions was to

Summary of the be made by the 17th Infantry Brig-
operation order. ade,® 30th Mountain Battery and
Sirmur Sappers advancing in bellums,

preceded and supperted by a bombardment by the eight
howitzers and heavy guns in position at and near Qurna; and
further supported by the naval guns and the heavy and field
guns in _bérges as soon as the mine sweeping operations allow-
ed of their advance. The remainder of the force, organised
in groups and consisting of a Field Battery. four infantry Bat--
talions and a Company of Sappers and Miners with units of
various m.ixili_ary services were to follow it ships and' to be

‘used as circumstances dictated.

11. British attack has of necessity to be purely frontal
one and so it was ‘ripe for defeat,
Dangers of the fron-  General Townshead says, ““Suppo-
‘a;:;:‘::g:::‘ sing the attack of the 17th Brigade
was repulsed. It would be a veri-
table disaster, for it would be almost impossible for it to
retreat.  The labour of pulling and. pushing and punting
the bellums through the thick reeds was immense, and pro-
firess painfully slow. All the wounded would be drowned,
practically all the boats armed would be lost, sunk,
abandoned or taken. But on the otherhand even if
I had 20000 men, I could not take the Turkish
positions without beleums, and they were only sufficient
for one brigade. It was impossible for the Infantry to
wade, for in many places the watcr was out of their depth and
the different channels to cross were very deep. The warships
could not defeat the Turks alone. The channel of the Tigris
was mined and the redoubts with their guns though they were
only field guns, should not find it dificult to sink the Espiegle,
.
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Odidn and Clio whosearmour was practically useless, Fifty
years® old these sloops were used to stop the slave traffic on
the west coast of Africa, or in the Persian Gulty a single shell
from a field gun below the water linewould sink them, In -
fact the whole battle depended upon the successful advance
of the 17 th Brigade, ”

12, Before dawn on 31st May, the warships, the howi-
tzers and heavy guns at Qurna

Attack on Qurna commenced their bombardment of
position, Norlolk, Gun,- One Tower and One
Tree Hills. The 17 th Brigade adva-

nced slowly through the reeds, But the resistance of the
Turks was feeble. By 11-30 the first objective of the battle
was in the British hands. ‘The heat was extreme and the
glare of the sun off the water very trying and so Townshead
decided to cease operations for day and he issued operation
orders to continue the attack at day break the next day on the
main position at Bahren. The night passed quickly ; the next
morning the British guns opened fire but without drawing
reply. ‘The advance began, and still there was no opposition;
Townshead describes in his book the astonished silence
with which the British force.continued to approach Abu Aran.
This was only explained when one of the British aeroplanes
dropped a message saying that Abu Aran, Ruta and Muzai-
bila had all been evacuated by the enemy, who were fleeing
n_orthw:lras inevery available craft.

13. General Townshead decided to purse the enemyand if
possible to enter Amara with the Tur-

Pursuit. kish fugitives. He passed the necessry
orders. 17th brigade was ordered to

proceed upstream in ships togather with 63 rd Field Battery,
the Norfolks, the * river section’ of the heavy artillery and
the hospital steamer. But to embark the whole force would
take time, and :0 General ‘Townshead accompanied by S. N.
0. followed by Clic and Odin and some twenty men. started
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in pursuit up the river inthe Espiegle. . At Kila Shah a very
small force was dispersed by shells from the ships. The Shaikh
or the head-man of the village went on board and Towns-.
head ordered him to collect supplies for 15,000 men, as he
said that they were on his heels and would arrive shortly. It was
a bluff to deceive them and also hoping that he would send
on the news to the Turks at Amara dlrectly he had left. Then
they pushed on, and reached Abu Sidrah 12 miles from Amara.

He considered it advisable to await the arrival of his leadlng
brigade, as he anticipated that Turks would defend Amara
and he felt that it would be ridiculous to attempt to -take the
place with the few samll vessels he had with him. Captain
Nunn was anxious that they should go on, but General Towns-
bead declined at first to do so. But an hour Ilater, however,
he told Captain Nunn that he would go and chance it.

14, Again the advance commenced and at 1-30 A, M. he

. entered Amara where the Turkish
Capture of Amara. commander Halim Bey, the governor

of  Amara Aziz Bey, three or four
colonels and some 30 or 40 officers came on boarq to surr-
_ender- Turkish troops were app y quite & lised by
the unexpected rapidity of the British advance. Numbers
kept coming and surrendering. But the British military and
naval commanders and their tiny force had an anxious time,
‘as it was evident that their.weakness could not be concealed
for a very long time. Early in the afternoon messageg had been
sent down the river for troops to come up as quickly as

possible, and in the evening the ships carrymg 17th brigade
arrived.

Nothing” says Lord Wolseley ** will demoralize the

‘enemy than the rapidity of moveme-
Effects of strenuous . Dt - and uohesitating display of
*

pursuit. " energy and a constantly remewed

and prolonged effort on your part.”

In this battle general Townshed's vigorous pursuit with 3
ships demoralized the Turks so much that on seeing the
ships they begen to surrender. They rcalised that they were
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dealing with a foe ‘who means business. A strenuous pursuit
has flways a great effect.
16. A pood instance of this energetic following up of the
enemy is supplied by the sequel to
_ Sir campbell’s vict- Sir C.Campbell's victory at Cawnpore.
ory at Cawnpore, The cavalry and horse artillery had,
before action, been sent to make
long detour so as to be ready to fall upon the hostile line of .
retreal, but owing to mistaking the route they were notat hand
when the mutineers broke, The infantry could do - nothing
s0, Sir Campbell took a field battery and with his own staff
and- escort dasked after the enemy. Several guns were
captured and fortunately, just when the swarms of the fugi-
tives were becoming too thick for this - singular
pursning - force to continue -its intrepid career, the missing
mounted {roops {urned up and completed what had been
so well begun.

17. We have seen how General Townshead fooled the

. M Turks by spreading reports that 15000
How Townsfiead men were at his heels. Many examples
fooled the Turks. might be cited from past campaigns to

. show that itis often practicable for a

commander to completely impose upon the enemy. as to the
strength of the force, and to impress the foe with the idea
that a far Jarger body of soldiersis at hand than is actually the
case. It is especially in attack that the circumstances led
themselves to deceptions of this kind.

18. During the Tirah campaign. it happended thata
small party of Gordon  Highlanders

Captaln Uniacke was despatched to one ‘ﬂank cover-

during the Tirah . : . .
Ca;:]l:galgne. e icg the rearguard’s retirement, and

. this party came suddenly under heavy
fire from some houses. With four of his men Captain Uniacke
made a rush for the nearest, shouting words of command and
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pretending that he had a large force at his back, captured it
and as the Afridis bolted, he kept up the deception by shoftting
and using his whistle to attract the -attention-of the troops
further in the rear.
19. Always victory is attained by vigour and dash. It
was the spirit of offensive anim-
Victory is attained ating the British leaders and their
by vigour and dash. men which led to their victoryin
spite of adverse circumstances and
a brilliant pursuit, of 90 !miles by 22 men. General Townsh-
ead made himself for the unflinching courage
and restless energy with which the operation was conducted.
The Turks were given 1o rest and no breathing space. The
success was instantly followed up. Energy and resolution were
his watchword., The procedure was rather to overawe the
enemy’by a vigorous pursuit than to bring against him a big

force. When after a desperate struggle the day is at last won
every nerve should be strained to reap the fruits of victory by

aclose and effective pursuit, 30 as to turn the ordinary' defeat
into disastrous rout and irretrievable ruin- It is not often that
a'general gets such a chance, and yet many have failed to take
it and by being unable, by neglecting or refusing to follow up
their victory at once have lost the fruits of their own skill and
of the valour of their troops. But it is going a little too faf to
say that there can be no excuse for neglecting to pursue. After
the dearly bought vigtory of Wagram, the French were terribly
exhausted and did not pursue but Napoleon was exceedingly
angry and considered that at all events the cav.alry eneral of
the Guards were to blame. Wellington wou many battles, but
never delivered any ve'r_v crushing blow to his opponents,
because he failed to pursue. Waterloo is no exception, for the
pursuit was eftected by the Prussians.
* -

20. The capfifire of Amara blocked the road to Ahwaz

for the Turks, bct the route to the

An expedition to town of Nasariyah on the Euphrates,
Nasarlyeh. by way of Kut-al--Arthara and the
Shatt-al--[{ai chaunel remaiued open

to them. By July 1915 a considerable Turkish force had colle-
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cted’at Nasarieyeh. ‘This force constituted a threat against
Basta, and the’British line of communication along the Tigris
river. 1t was also the Head Quarter of the powerful Munta-
fik tribes. So it was decided to send an expedition (o
Nasariyeh so as to remove this menace for good. The expe-

dition was under the command of Major General Goringe..
After a stubborn fight Nasriyeh was occupied on 28th July.

Thus the British line of communication was safe from both
the sides—rom the east through Ahwaz, and from the west
through Nasriyeh.

21, Butstill the position of the British was not secure.
With Kut in Turkish hands, they
Position of the threatened both Amaraand Nasriyeh
British and the .4 thus forced the British to devide
Necessity of fur- 3 .. .
ther advance on ‘their striking force, so as to garrison
Kut. both places strongly and to holda
large reserve in a central position
such as bumas And so General Nixion considered the occu-
pation of Kut would consolidate tke military .position and
wotild have considerable advantages. If the British occupied
Kut and concentrated their striking force there, they would
cover Nasriyeh to a considerable extent and permit of its be-
ing beld by a reduced garrison. sufficient to watch the local
tribes and the Euphrates valley. A Turkish advance on
Nasriyeh by this valley was unlikely owing to the physical
difficulties and if made while the British were at Kut would
expose Bagdad to a British counterstroke frcm there. In short
General Nixon consi_dered that the oiupalion of Kut by the

British force, while depriving the enemy of two alternative
lines'of operation, would enable them to concextrate {heir
main forces on 3 single line of ad Onthe r

dation of the Government of India, the Government at Home
agreed,”
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! 22, Itwas well known at this period that tke Tutks
were busily preparing a strong defensive position on the
Tigris below Kut. The decisive action below Kut at Es-Sin
deserves a lecture to itself. 7The strategy of the British Gene=
val in this battle was skilful and his tactics bold,

»
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Lecture V,

The Battle of Kut-al-Amara.

1 The bulk of the Nasiriyeh army retreated mnorth along
the Hai, and were united with

) N_urudin at Essinn  Nuruddin’s force at Kut-al Amara.
position. Nuruddin who had arrived at Bag-
dad from Constantinople with a

good reputation as an uptodate general, had entrenched him-
self in the position of Essin, astride the Tigris and some
‘miles downstream of Kut, and in this position he was concen-
trating all the troops available. Nuruddin had three divisions
with him. They were also busy in fortifying a position at
-Ctesiphone, which was tc protect Bagdad if Nuruddin were
defeated at Essinn and had to retreat.

2, On the 1 st Sept- British moved forward by river

for thier forward concentration at

Concentration of Ali Gherbi, The Turks were

B""'Shﬁfl‘:: °§i§t Al atthis period showing considerable
T

activity by pushing detachments

.down to within a few miles of Ali Gherbi. By the 11 th Gen-

eral Townshead had ted the whole of his force

( one Division and ¥ the 30 th Brigade } of 11,000 combatants.

3. By the 16th the i3ritish force reached Sannaiyat eight
miles from Nuruddin's position. No

British force at fighting of any consequence. however
Sannaiyat. occurred, as the Turkish advanced
troops fell back without offering any
real opposition. By aerial, naval and cavalry reconnaissance
.of the enemy's position, it was realised ¢hat the Turks were in
strength and working hard at their entrenchment, and that,
ground some two miles wide beween the Suwada and
Suwaikiyat marshes was hard and good and that the route
Jeading to this avenue from Nukhailat was equally good and

'\l'as.ﬁtl{far three arms.
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4. The Turkish position was astride the Tigris about

seven miles noth—east of Kut and
Turkish Position after several months of preparation
at Bssian.

was a very formidable one. On the
right or south bank the defences
extended southwards for some five miles, lying along and in
front of the remains of a former bigh level canal known as
the Essinn banks, some twenty feet high. These provided an
extensive view and field of fire and except for a few low mou-
nds.on theriver's edge there were no other outstanding features
in the flat and open plain. The Turkish extreme right flank
rested on a large redoubt. The Tigris itself was blocked close
to the Turkich trenches by a boom constructed of baiges and
wire calles, and commanded at close range from both banks
of the river by gun and fire trenches. On the left bank the
entrenchments extended for seven miles northwards, separa-
ted into three sections by the Horse Shoe and Suwada mar-
shes. The defences on the extreme left consisted of a chain
of redoubts connected by a maze of trenches, and reached to
within two thousand yards of the Ataba Marsh., ¢

5. The bridge of boats some five miles upstream forged
the only lateral communicalion between the two portions of
the Turkish force and its distance so far in rear constituted

a grave defect in the Turkish position.
Y

6. On the 26th Sept. General Townshead advanced from

. Sannaiyat to Nukhailat about four:

Advance to miles from the Turkish position.
Nukhailat. The advance was carried out in two

columns known as " A”and " B"”
columns.

7. The scheme of attack decided on by General Towns»
head was to make a feint upon the
right bank of the river, and then to
tgansfer practically, the whole of his
force to the left bank. A porlion of it was then to hgld the
[N g

Townshead's Scheme
{ of attack.



To illustrate the Battle of Kut-al-Amara and

_the operations for the relief and the

recapture of Kut.

"NYYWRKS ONY LEHYHO 1Y NIIMLIA SISOIL HIAW

Copied from the map prepared in the Historical section

of the Commitiee of Imperial defonce.
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Turkish defence befiveen the Suwada marsh and the Tigris.
, while the Jarger part of it to break through the Tuorkish line
between the Suwada marsh and the Afaba Marsh and then
to roll up the enemy’s position and cut off lis retreat while he
was being attacked in front by the holding force between
the Suwada Marsh and the river.

8. When the Infantry had broken through the Turkish

line the cavairy were to push round

Feint to deceive the enemy’s left flank towards Kut
the Turks. and the Bagdad road, to pursue the
Turks and to capture as many: of

the enemy as possible. The feint on the right bank .coupled
with the large number of tents were all designed to deceive

the foe into anticipating the main attack on that flank. and
thus to induce them to transfer his reserves to his right flank,

leaving his left {lank thinly keld. It has been said that this

deceived Nuruddin and caused him to reinforce his right from
his reserve and to keep his reserve on the right bank of

the river.

9.+ On Q]e morning of 27th Sept. General Delainain’s

force made a demonstration against

Demonstration the enemy's position on the right

against the Turks. bank while the column “B” the
the minimum force was- severely en- i

gaged- Al ibe Turkish guns on the line Suwada Marsh
Saddle Back Hill, the Tigris opened on column ‘B" as it

worked its way forward. In the evening Fry who carried
out the insln\lctions given to him, to the letter, had worked

up bis firing line to some 800 yards from the enemy’s entren=
chments. : N

10. At dusk on the 27th General Delamain’s force cros-
sed the boat bridge over the
Tigris and by mid-night his whole
force was concentrated at Clery's
post with the exception of two battalions remaining on the
right bank.

Concentration at
Clery’s post.



46

11, Inaccordance with the operation order for the battle,
General Delamain’s column was) on
General Delamaine’'s the -28 to execute a turning

column for turning ,y.ck against the enemy's left flank
attack-

and rear. He was in the first place

to attack and envelop the enemy’s entrenchments north of

the Suwada Marsh; he was then to sweep down in a southea-
stenly direction leaving the Suwada Marsh on his left, and
attack the flank of the enemy's second position between the
Suwada Marsh and the Tigris.

12, At 2 a. M. the column marched off for the intended
operation, The force was divided into

The battle of Kut, two parts, one under the command
Al Amara, of General Dalamain and the other
commanded by General Hoghton.

General Hoghton had to pass through the gap between Suwai-
kiya and Ataba Marshes- After hard fighting and several
counterattacks the enemy s left was enveloped and by 2 A, M.
the whole of the northern end of their position was in British
possession.  After a short rest to his troops Greferal Hoghton
again pressed on intending to sweep down the Turkish tren-
ches from north fo sonth, and to strike in the rear of the force
opposed to Geferal Fry. At this time 5000 fresh Turkish
troops joined the struggle. This force was recalled by Nuru-
ddm from the right bank position to reinforce his left and
they were praceeding to make a counter attack on column
“A". But this counter attack was checked successfully. At
this time the British forcc was too much exhausted. They
were short of witer. So parched with thirst were the men
that few of them could speak intelligibly. The men were
determined to drive the Turks away as they were barring

their way to the river; again their Aank and rear also was.

open to them but darkness saved them. During the night
the Turks evacuated all their positions and were in full re-
treat up the Tigris towards Bagdad.
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13. Here the parsuit was not virgorous as it ought to be.
* Steamers took some time to pass the
Obstscles to vigorouys Obstructions and ramps had to be

pursult. constructed on steep banks of the
river to embark the artillery. Near

Kut progress was much impeded by difficult navigation, and
the steamers took 24 hours to traverse two miles of river. The
cavalry who to some extent were tied to the steamers for lack
of land transport, overtook the ememy on the 1st October
forty miles above Kut; but finding that the Turkish force was
making an orderly retreat, covered by a strong rearguard of
all arms, they halted until the river column caught them up.
This was not till the 3rd October. But on that day, aero- .
planes informed General Townshead that the Turks were
halted and were installed in the already entrenched position
at Ctesiphone

14, Youhave seen that General Townshead's plan of

battle was the application of the
Townshead’s plan. prinmple of the Mass against the
enemy's weakest point. At the same

t!me bis minimum force was used to pin the adversary in
fromt, whilst liberty of action and manoeuvre enabled his
principal Mass to be moved 'on the enemy’s left flank and
rear, where it fell on the enémy and automatically rolled up
the left wipg of the enemy.

15. General '1;0\\'nshead was.a great follower of Napo-
leon. He says, " Ifone studies the

d, a gr- 2 of Napoleon and Fredrick,
eat follower of Napo- their secret of war is at once appa-
leon, rent. On every occasion they throw

their principal mass on the enemy’s
weak point, which in strategy is, generally speaking, his line
of communication and in Higher Tactics is that flank which
lies nearest his natural line of vetreat, i. e. his line of commu-

nication. " .
A Office of the
\ / Dﬁ'octor of Archaeology
Madras R4
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16, If we analyse Napoleon’s military exploits we shall
find that he always tried to strike at

Key to Napoleonic the enemy’s communications. He
system. did not move in one mass but in
several masses, provided they were

in touch and mutually supporting, thus confusing the enemy
and keeping him in uncertainty, He placed the bulk of his
masses on the enemy’s strategic wing, holding bim elsewhere.

17. The principle of the employment of masses on the
weakest point of the enemy, gives us the key to the Nepoleonic
system. Napoleon gives us 27 examples of the flank being
the weakest point as against two cxamples — Ratisbon and
Austerlitz where tke enemy's centre was the weakest poict.

18. In these days' the attack against the enemy's
centre has little or no chance of
success from a tactical point of view,
unless you have enormous Fun power.

Attack against the
enemy’s centre,

19. The power of slriking\likc a boit from the blue is

of the very greatest value in war.
Outwitting the The first thought and, the 13st of the

adversary. fgreatest general is to outwit his

adversary, and to strike where heis
least expected. General Townshead outwitted bis adve sary,
in a masterly way. Nuruddin never expected that the blow
will fall on his left faok. Townshead’s clever demonstration’
on the both sides of Tigris forced Nuruddin to“divide his force
and then he with the mass of his forces *fell upon their left
flank.

20. " How often ", says Napier, " have we not heard

the genius of Bonaparte slighted and

Superiority in Num- iy victories talked of as destitute
ber at the decisive N .

point. of merit Lecause at the point of

attack he was superior in number to

his enemys | This very fact which has so. often been conver-

ted into a sort of reproach constitutes his greatest and truest
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praise. He so directed his attack as at once to divide his
enemY and to fall with the mass of his own forces upon his
at a point where their division or distribution of their troops
left them unable to resist them. It isnot in man to defeat
armies by the breath of his mouth : nor is Bonaparte commi-
ssioned like Gideon, to confund and destory a fort with 302
men. He knew everything depeaded ultimately upon phy-
sical superiority; his genius is shown in this that although
outnumbered on the whole, he. has always been superior tn
his enemies at the decisive point, "

21. When Nuroddin hurriedly transferred his troops
to his left flank he played into the

Mistakes Nuruddia  British hands, British force had
Committed. taken the initiative and he passively
conformed to their action. If he

had counterattacked heavily down the right bank and thus
met British offensive by a counter—offensive he might well
have overwhelmed the small British force on that bank and
have reached Nakhailat and British valuable shipping, with
disastrous resulfs to the British Army. His transfer of troops
was too late to save his left flank and was only useful in
thatsit enabled him by a counter attack to secure the retreat
of his troops from the Essin position by delaying the advance
of column “ A ** .
22. 1In turning manoeuvres there are always great risks.
If we want to deliver an effective
Risks of Turning blow against sthe enemy’s flank a
vres. derable interval must be left
between troops charged with the
l\oldmg'\ttack and those detailed to make the flank attack. The
width of this gap is increased to a seemingly dangerous degree
by the range of modern weapons. The real danger is the
annihilation of both the groups separately. As we continue
to advance, the advance in itself will very soon set a limit

to the enemy's counter attack. The dangerous gap in the
.
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line at the commencement of the action is closed more
and more as the enemy is approached. Sometimes®it so
happens that a cautions leader draws the turning group clo~
ser to the frontal one soas to reduce the gap but then this
action impairs the effectiveness of the envelopment. To
carry out such manoeuvres requires boldness, and determi-
nation. Townshead had prudence combined with daring.
He displayed force of character in the execution of his plans
and he convinced all that he had no distrust in his own pow-
ers. While, Nuruddin, of course, was a man of some ability
but little determination or courage. He seemed to be capa-
ble of planning and occupying a very strong position and of
putting up a strong defence in that position upto a certain
point; but once matters became somewhat critical Nuru-

ddin’s nerve seemed to fail him and he was prone to order
a retirement of his whole force..

23. There is a miltary maxim ' Better is an army of
deer commanded by a lion. than an

General to be heid army of lions commanded by a
;::rz:s::?c::; de- deer. ” Before blaming the troops

-for a defeat, the conduct of the
Generals should be carefully aimed.

24. " This battle of Kut-al~Amara can be said to have

. been one of the mbst important in

Importance of this the history of British Army in India.
battle. There had been nothing of its mag-
ritude either in the Afgkan war or

the Indian Mutiny, for it was fought against troops equally
well armed of more numbers to ourselves. In addition we
ejected them from a very strong and uptodate position, com-
manding ground as flat and as open as a billiard table with
nothing to check their fire sweep, ¥ says Townshead.

25. To win victories troops must be able to manoeuvre
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and to manoeuvre they must have

Po wia victory good leaders. Towushead had lea-
one must magoepvre  ders like General Delamain. Further
against troops which manoeuvre earth-

works are useless; and the defenders, to achieve any result
at all, cannot rely on the purely passive defensive, but must
be capable of counter manoeuvre. Here Nuruddin ought to
have made the countermanoeuvre of advancing along the
right bank and brought the British position in danger but he
relied on the purely passive defensive and so he was beaten.

26. Turkish Cavalry raided ome of the defensive Posts

on the Tigris. By making this dive-
Raids, rsion Nuruddin lost 1500 horsemen
for the battle.’ Such raids cannot do

anything but at the most put some inconvenience. If the
mounted troops are employed in raids to the detriment of
their proper work, then the raids are a grave strategical error.
Again it must be remembered that such raids are side-issues
and they are never decisive. For a result isnot achieved by
merely making dashes at an enemy's communications, but
rather it is gained by mastering them, with one's whole force
and then proceeding to give battle,

27. The importance of the security of an army’s line ot
communication is an oft-told tell. The knowledge of this has
however led to strategical. errors, i. e. the detachments of
troops from their proper duties for the rurpose of raiding
hostile ications. The advant: occuring from such
raids are not usually ted with the disad of
removing troops, from their proper role and decreasing the
strength at the decisive point.

28. From the battle of Kut-al-Amara \\'efénmmnrise
the (ollowing deductions:—

Deductions from
this battle,
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1t is the primary duty of the Cavalry to obt;mn
reliable information at all hazards.

Offensive strategy is generally sound.

Before attempting to turn an enemy’s flank, it is
necessary to know with some degree of accuracy
where the flank rests. .

Combination of action and good communication
between frontal and flank attacks are essential.

Success at decisive point brings success everywhere.
The hostile army is the first object of all strategy.

Strategic surprise is a powerful weapon. It con-
lers the initiative on the surpriser and the surpri-

sed must conform to his enemy’s movement.

A stroke aimed at an enemy’s eommunications will
always have a far-reaching effect. .

No detachments of troops from their proper duties

should be sent for {he purpose of raiding hostile
communications.

g
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Lecture V1.
The Battle of Ctesip.hnne.

1. At this period the river craft in Mesopotamia were
only just sufficient to keep two divie

Lack of River sions in the country supplied with
Transport. their ordinary requirements, and to
provide for minor troop movements

other than ihe ordinary ove and any unforeseen contigencies at
once put a strain on the river craft which they were unequat
to. General Townshead urged most Rly that more river
craft should be provided but it was of no avail.

2. To move any force beyond Kut with such deficient
river craft was a folly. But Govern-

Townshead's opini- ment insisted that General Town-
on regarding advanc- shead should advance and try to
ing beyond Kut. capture Bagdad. Regarding this
I General T head says,

" You'will seb......that there is no more chance of breaking
up the retreating Turkish force, which by now is established
in"position at Ctesiphoue. They have also -probably been
reinfcrced fronf Bagdad. If I may be allowed to express an
opinion [ should say that our object upto the battle of Kut
has beenthe consslidation of the stra Vilayat and the occu-
pation of the strategic position at KuL The plan of cntmng
Bagdad on the heels of a retreating and disordered force was
upset by the sudden fall of water rendering our progress in
ships of great ditficulty and extremely slow. On the other hand
if the Government desire to occupy Bagdad then 1 am of opi-
nion that methodical advance from Kut by road by two divi-
sions or one army corps exclusive of line of communication
troops is absolutely necessary unless great risk is to .be incu-
rred. It is absolutely impossible to send laden ships up
river now. "
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3, Thus Townshead brought to the notice of the Gévern-
- ment the grave risk of .advancing on
Reasons for adva- Bagdad with one division. But
ncing beyond Kut. Government was in need of some
+ victory and being flushed by the
rapid advance of the 6th Division, they wanted to takea
chance. This consideration was rendered even more imports
ant by the iminent intervention of Bulgaria in the war, by the
renewed attack on Servia by Austro-German forces and by
the peril in which these developments would place the British
force in Gallipoli. Al) this strengthened the case for taking
advantage of T head's victorious ad T4 head
did his duty in bringing to the notice of General Nixon the
danger. As a subordinate officer he could do no more. His
conseicnce was clear and he was ready to undertake any order
given to him, In his book General Townshead says that he
thought further argument useless, as General Nixon evidently
considered General Townnshead's force sufficient and-there-
fore, meant to disregard the warning.

4. Lot of exchange of telegrams between the Indian
Government and the war office | It

Decision to advance s stated in the report of the Meso-
beyond Kut. potamia Commission that ** During
the period of three weeks covered by

these telegrams a number of meeting bhad been.held and
memoranda written by the Military Advisers of the Govern-
ment,in London. These papers and consultations were less
concerned with the taking of Bagdad than with the question
whether it would be possible to hold after it had been taken-
On the 6 th October the Gemeral Staff, in a memorandum,
stated that to hold Bagdad, except witk forces largec than
at present with Nixon and with oroportionately increased river
transport would be to court disasters. 60,600 Turks could
be assembled and conveyed within a few weeks to Bagdad and
to withdraw from Bagdad after occupation would have a most
unfortunate effect. On the 14 th October nnothe; paper
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was dgawn up by the General Staff onthe question of occus
pying Bagdad. -They estimated ‘that if Bagdad was to be
taken and occupied, Nixou must have reinforcement of two
Divisions. ”

5. On the 25th October, after the receipt of the British
Cabinet’s decision to advance on Bagdad, the Commander—
in—-Chief issued orders for the concentration of force for this
operation.

6. At Lajj Townshead made all his preparations for the
attack on the Turkish position at

Concentrationat Lajj Ctesiphone. Ctesiphone, not more
*  than 16 miles from Bagdad, is not a

town or avillage, but the site of theancient city mar-
ked by mounds covering its ruin. Nothing but the * Arch

of Ctesiphone " remains to attest bygone importance. It is 95
feet in height.

7." The fortified positions prepared by the Turks consi-
sted of three main lines. Of these

_.Turkish® Posifion at  the first the most southernly had been
Ctesiphone. most carefully prepared and streng-
ot thened ; the sécond lay to the north
of the Arch of Ctesiphone and the third’ was the Diyala Line.

8. On the left bank the line extended for over six miles
in a northgeastgrly direction following generally a line of a

few low mounds. It consisted of a series of 15 closed redou-
bts at from 400 to 600 yards interval-connected by a conti-
nuous line of trenches. Two redoubts situated on low mounds

at the extreme northern end of the line (termed V. P. by
General Townshed ) were considered by the Turks to be
exceptionally strong.

9. At 1-30 P. M.on 2Ist November Townshead issued

his operation orders for the next

Operation order for  days battle. Turkish main army
the battle. was on the left bank, only a small

‘detachment was kept on the right.
~,
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In order to destory the Turkish forces that were standing,on the
left bank of the Tigris, he intended to contain the troops, who

were holding the froot of the enemy's position, with a
minimum force and with a maximum force to execute a turning

movement against their left flank and rear. This turning
mvement was, however, to be preliminary to a decisive attack

which was to be delivered by the Prineipal Mass against the
flank that had been torned,

10 Here General Townshed divided his force into three
portions-Preparatory  Attack, the Turning Attack and
the Decisive attack, The reason was that the Turks would
expect him to repeat the distribution of troops as was made
at-Kot-two portions. He hoped that after the turning attack
was hotly engaged by the Turkish reserve, he would surprise

the enemy with the powerful blow of the Principal Mass deli-
vered on the spot marked V. P. That was the vital point.

11, The three columns  under General Hoghton, Dela-
main and Hamilton moved off from Lajj during the night of
21st and 22nd. inonebody. General Delamain’s column was
to take up its position of assembly at a point aBout 5,000 yards
east of V. P., Gerersl Hamilton's column continuing.to a
position about three miles further on and General Mellis's
column moving, still along the track to a position abont two
miles beyond that of General Hamilton.

General plan of attack.

12. The General plan of attack of all columns was
as follows — .

Column A ( General Delamain ) was to deliver a flank
attack on Redoubt V. P, and the trenches south of this strong-
hold for a short distance while column C ( Brigadier—General
Houghton ) was to makea holding attack on the secticn of the
enemy’s first line until V. P. is taken.

When these attacks had commenced column B, ( Brig.
Geueral Hamilton ) was to mave wnorth-estwards past V. F.



To illustrate the Battle of Ctesiphone
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Copied from the map prepared in the Historical section of the
Committee of Imperial defence.
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and to attack the Turkish second line defences. The flying
colimn by a wide detour wasto operate on'the left flank of the
enemy’s second line, endeavouring to turn the flank and to get
behind the line; and later if all went well, it was to advance
if possible and cross the Diyela river by a ford some miles
up that stream and then to operate on the flank of the

enemy.
.

13. At dawn on 22nd November all British traops were
in their proper positions to commence the attack. At 7-30
A. M. advance began. By 11-30 V. P, and the first line was
captured, but the column B could not make any head way as
desired, and the Cavalry column under Melliss, who was to
enfilade the whole of Turkish second position from its ext
remé left flank, had also met with serious difficulties When
- the cavalry Brigade had begun to work round the extremity ,
of the second line entrenchments, they were vigorously atta-
cked by large bodies of Cavalry and Infantry. ‘Bot the colu-
rans C and A were attacking the 2nd line and they were
within 260 to 300-yards dist from it. T head had
no resetve to, support these gallant men, He had not kept 2
single man in 1eserve and he lamented for doing so.

14. By this time the:Turks received reinforcements from
Bagdad. ‘Khalil Pasha came with

Reinforcements recei- 2 Division from the Caucasus and
ved by Turks. joined the battle at 8 p. M- The
British could not advance, and so

late in the aiternoon Townshead issued orders that all colu-

mns were to concentrate on V. P. und at dusk this concentra-
tion commenced, The British bivouacked on the northern
position of the Turkish first line, but sadly reduced- in
numbers.

15, The whole situation showed the hopelessness of
any immediate resumption of the British offensiver The
Turks heavily attacked the British position at midday on the
23 rd. But they were repulsed with heavy losses-
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16. On the 24 th General Townshead had been dou-
btful as to whether the British Could
T d'sd maintain thier positions but he did
to retire. not propose to retire until it, became_
necessary to- do so. His losses
amounted to 4593 of all ranks, of whom 682 werekilled. He
sent all his wounded to Lajj. On 25 th morning Tutkjs Cava-
lary were operating to the north east of the bivouac mano-
. euvring as if to menace Lajj. Meanwhile aerial reconnaisance
disclosed that three columns of the Turks were moving
- trom the direction of Kusaibah. Townshead grouped his
army- in  two columns and the Cavalry ° Brigade
was retained as a separate entity. Seeing the enemy in
strength trebie to his own, he decided to retreat and two
commniquis were made to the men with the object of
supporting their moral---in the first he thanked the troops for
the valour and in the second he told tbat it was the supply
of food that was necssitating the retirement. At night at
9 on 25th he evacuated the position and retired to Lajj,
which he reached at 2-30 A. M, on 26 th November.

17, Thus ended the most romarkable and historic encou-
pter claimed asa victory by both sides, The first day's fight-
ing was clearly a victory for the British Troops though the
result of succeeding day’s contest was a retirement of Britiish
force to Lajj, The final advantage rested with the Turks.

18. * The question is slways put asto why General
T head did not d to

Reasons for Towns capture Bagdad by the apparantly
head’s pfanof attack' easy route up the right bank, The
in this battle. reasons against this course ' of

action would appear to be as follows
‘The primary objective of an army should be the field forces
ofthe enemy and not the capture or occupation o[. a city
however valuable, ‘unless the forces of the enemy have
“first been defeated. ” The first objective in war is always the
destruction of the enemy's field force. In 1870 Paris was
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fhe oh]echve of tHe Germans, butto begin with it was
necesaary to defeat Bazaine and to blockade him in Metz. In
1914 also the objective was Paris, but von Kluck had to keep
Paris adide in order to follow the French- British army which
was retreating keeping Paris to one side. As a secondary
consideration it must be remembered that the river Tigris
being the sole source of water supply for the British Troops,
they wers naturally more of less tied down to it and prolonged'
detours into the desert were impossible. Thirdly, unless the
Turks could be forced or manoeuvred out of their position at
Ctesiphone on the left bank, it was impossible for the ships to
carry all British supplies even to approach within gun range of
that position and certainly not to pass it. Lastly an attack
up the right bank would necessitate a division of force since
a large army would have to remain on the left bank *to hold
the enemy in front, Such a dispersion of troops was out of
question with a force hardly more than one division. 1t will,
therefore, be clear that the only one way to attack the
Ctesiphone position with a small force and at the same time
to defeat the Turkish field army was the way selected’ by
General Townshead viz. to attack up the left bank of the
Tigris- :

19. Nuruddin had learned a good lesson in the battle

of Kut. And so he was careful not

Reserves in one’s to deploy his whole force this time.
hand is anabsolute He was holding half of his troops
Necessity. in reserve ready for despatch to any
locality whether their presence was

required or for delivering counter—attack. This he did when
General Melliss tried to turn the left Aank of the Turks, and
in this he was successful. While General Townshead did
not keep any reserve in his hands.and he had to, lament his
achon when they were urgently required to deliver a final
stroke on the second line. Had he got at least two battalions
he would have completely routed the Turks. A Commander
must have reserve in his hands to meet unforeseen contigencies.
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; The reserve enables him. to shift the.centre of gravity of
fight to the point desired by him, to reinforce his line Wwhere
“he considers proper, to equalize fluctuations. «of the combat
‘and-finally to bring about the decision.

20. Again General Townshead hed coufided the very

important -turning attack to two

Turing attack was independent leaders, Tt is true that

. confided to two inde- there was intimate co-operation and
- pendent leaders. understanding and motual support
and unity of doctrine; but it would

have been better if these groups have been put under one
C der. General Delamain’s force launched its attack
at 8~30 A. M. and then the attack of column “ B” was

delivered. By this the surprise which Townshead intended
was lost. According .to plan the column “ B ' ought to
have attacked first and then the column *“ A ™.

21, General Townshead’s orders for this battle were too
long. They are full of details. He
Long lorders. bhas glven even instructions as to
how the soldiers shonld fight in the
streets of Bagdad, if Bagdad is captured. Prince Kraft con-
siders it better to have no orders at all than to have them too
long. He states that the orders for the Austro-Russianarmy
‘were so long that before they could be copied the battle of
Austerlitz had commenced. One of the most fam&ns orders
ever issued was the exiremely brief one issued by Savaroff, It
runs, * God wills, the.Czar commands Savaroff orders that
the erfemy. shall be defeated.” The orders for battles must
always be short, not o say ébrupt and they should be exceed-
ingly clear. There should be no doubt as to the intentions of
the General=-in—chief. If not, nothing could be achieved. The
best example of such contradictory orders is the order given
‘by Kuropatkin to General Stakelberg. It runs, ** To you and
your detachment is assigned the duty of moving towards Port
-Arthur and drawing on itself the greatest pessible number of
-~
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the enemy thus weakening the attack on the Kwantungt Penni-
psuld® For this purpose your movement against the Japanese
forces sent northwards must be swift and energetic, in order
to keep -in view the surprise of the advanced detachments.
A Dbattle is however not to be delivered against superior
strength and the reserve is only to be used when the situation
i$ entirely cleared yp. Your final aim will be the capture of
the Chinchon position and the relief of Port Arthur.”

22. Superiority of numbers carried the day at Ctesi-

. phone. The British Army fought
Townshead’s esti- valiantly. General Townshead says,
mate re: this battle. “When I think of what the Sixth
Division did at Ctesiphone.........

Tam not surprised that the Pressat home called them
“Invincibles” ; and I am perfectly convinced thatno body
of men éver had harder fighting, beit in the Penninsualr
War, the Crimea or even in the Great War in France or
Galligoli. I am certain that no body of troops has bhad a
harder task to carry out, nor has had to [ace such great odds.”

23. ’I‘hh battle was fought for political motives. History

shows that: .many a time Government

Rattle was fought interferes in the military matters

for political motives. for political motives and thus they

override stiategical ones- The result

when they are allowed to do sois almost always disaster.

Napoleone allawed political motives to interfere with his

strateqty, and thus permitted 2,00.(0G of his good troops to

remain locked up in Northern Spain fighting Wellington
while he.was fighting for existcnce in Europe.

24, “It must be admitted that if the conduct of war
depended solely on military Fonsj-

Military operati- derations the “task of directing it
ons should not be would be shorn of halt its dilliculty.
interfered by the History shows many occasions in
Statesmen. - which. the ineptitude of statesmen,
ignorant of things military but poss-

essing the power to interfere, have done so and caused
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defeat and ruin. In 1870 the Frech Goverment forced
Mac Mohan to attempt the celebrated Flank mareh to |
relieve Bazaine when he nad been shut up in Metz-a mili-
tary manoeuvre foredoomed to failure and which termina-
ted so disastrously at Sedan.”

25. We have seen that since the battle of Shaiba, the

Turkish Generals’ have been on the

Turk’s tendency passive defensive throughout. Since
of being on the the defence of Acre against Bonaparte
defensive. the Turks have .always been on the
defensive, The defence of Plevna in

the Russ-Turkish war, that of the famaus lines of Tchata
Idtcha ia the Balkan War, that of Gallipoli, all these show
that the Turks fight well only when behind defences. They
have retreated from one defensive position to another. Thus,
slowly withdrawing they approached Bagdad, their source
of supply.. Spirit of fighting defensive battles was so much
imbued in them that in spite of superiority of numbers to
the British on the 2nd day of the battle of Ctesiphooe, they
did not take the offensive and destroyed the whole British
force, which was not impossible for them. .But lth allo-
wed Townshead to retreat to Lajj unmolested.
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* Lecture VII.
Retreat to Kut,

1. General Townshead remained at Lajj oo Nov. 26 th
and the Turks did not attack him.

From this fact may be gathered the
state of demoralisation into which
the Turks had been thrown. The British troops required

rest prior to retirement to Kut nearly 100 miles. At 9-10 4. M.
27 th Nov. he telegraphed to General Nixon :—

The British at Lajj

2. "1 have supplies here for ten days. Ample ammuni-
tion. Idonot propose to get up anmy more supplies here.
I propose to move to Aziziya or south when supplies here are
eaten in order to concentrate the force for forward move-
ment. Much too close to enemy here and in tactics one con-
centrates to the rear and not forward. He will never permit
us to concentrate here unmolested. Can you give me any idea
of how long it will take to concentrate one of the new Divi-
sions with this one and equip it with transport required in
this couhtry. .I imagine not under two and a half months.
Lajj was under water last December from rains, Aziziya
goes under also I beieve. ”

3. Butshortly after General Townshead had ‘sent the
above telegram, the air reconnaisa-

Decision toeretire nce ‘indicated the approach of the
to Aziziya. Turks in strength from Ctesiphone,
and so he decided to fall back the

same after-noon, covering 22 miles to Aziziya in one march.
As he says in his book :

4, “1began to see that there was no halting oa the
Bagdad side of Kut-al-Amara, if the enemy really intended
an offensive with large forces. If he once hooked on to my
little force I stiould be pinned down and surrounded. Basra
was a long way fron Lajj and I knew that no reinforcements
could reach me before late in December.
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5. At once he passed the orders for retirement. ** The

) Division will hold itself in inStant

Ordersfor retirement  readiness to march *fo Aziziya, pre-
ceded by the Divisional Train:i—

Rear Guard 16th & 18th Brigades. )
Divisional Artillery. General Delamaic.
Cavalry Brigade.

Main Body  30th Brigade.
17th Brigade.
Divisional Troops.

Escort to Divisional Train — One Battalion - the Train to
precede the Division by one mile distance.

Ship Convoy - under escort of Naval Flotilla - will move
when ready to Azizieh.”

6. Townshead moved off in the afternoon at 4 P. M. in

two columns with the Turkish priso-

British reached ners and the divisional transport

AziZiyeh. leading. He reached Aziziyeh at

4P. M.on 28th Nov. Turks followed

the British but. the Turkish cavalry made no impre_ssion on

the Britsh cavalry and the main Turkish force made no adv-
ance owing to lack of supplies.

7. Onthe 29 th Nov. the Turkish main force advanced

to the vicinity of Ktuniya. It is

Retirement to said that Nurrudin's decision not to
Umma-al- Tabul. advance further than that is attributed
. . 1o the action of the British cavalry

driving the Turkish attack on the Shaitan. On Nov. Z0 th at

8 A. M. 30 th Brigade, 16 th cavalry and the Hantis Howi-
tzer Brttery, ucder Major General Melliss marched out of
Aziziya towards Kut, This Brigade was ordered to push- on
as fast as possible to deal witha hostile force operating
down stream at Samariyat. The remainder of the force mo-
ved offat 9 A. M.to Umm-al-Tabul. The order was as
follows:— v

-~
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A Infqrmat\on 1e; the enemy .has been imparted to
:G. O. C.: Brigades. The Division
Operatmn Order “will march to Umm-al-Tabul, a
for retirment, distance of 10 miles in one column
: tomorrow 30 th Nov.

Time of march 9A. M
Starting_point, S. E. exit of camp.
Advance Guatd -1 Company from 30 th Brigade.

Main body in order of March. 30th Brigade.

' 17 th Brigade.
16 th Brigade.
Divisional troops.

General Hamilton, One Battery.
Cavalry Brigade.

Divisional Head Quarter At tail of main body:

Rear Guard }IB th Brigade.

4. The reason of this short march of 10 miles was that
T N the navigation of steamers was very
Reasons for the difficult owing to shallow state of
Shoit march river and the ships would not keep
pace with the troops. Had the

troops went further than Uumm-al-Tabul some of the ships
aground wpuld aurefy have fallen into the hands of the Turks.
Thus it will be seen that owing to the ships, General Town-
‘shead was overtaken by the Turks and was forced to ﬁght
a battle at Uumm-al-Tabul-

10. | British force arrived at Uumm-al Tabul about mid-day.
| .The camp at Umm-al-Tabul was
Camp at Umm—_ roughly rectangular in shape. Each

. nl—Tahul Infanty Prigade was responsible for

K ) the security of its own post, 16 th
ang;de occnpying the-western, 18 th the northern, 17 th the
eastern face, . The cavalry and - arhllery were-in the centere

of u;q bivoyac..:
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11. The Turks marched to Aziziya on the 38 th and
they remained there until the after-

Turks closely foll- noon. The intelligence obtained by
owed the British. the Turks was far from being accu-
rate. Nurrudin was informed that

“ the enemy's main body is being transported by steamers.
The retreating portion is his rearguard. ” The 18 th corps
left Aziziya shortly before: sunset with the 45 th Division
leagling: At about 9 p. M. fires were seen in front, and it was
<concluded that this must bethe bivonacof the Turkish Cavalry
Brigade, which was believed to be, but was not, in close
wouch with the British. The British piquets fired on the
advanced parties of the Turks, and then they realised their
mistake. The Turkish force der decided to b
and they bivonacked at a distince of one and half mile frem
the British camp.

12. Nurudin was still unware that his calvalcy Bridgade
was not in touch with the British. They had actually accord-
ing to Turkish account moved from the mr_th into  Aziziya
after their main force had left that place and there passed
the night in drunkenness. .

13, Seeingthe movement of the enemy force General
‘Townshead issued orders at 9-15 P. M, that if the enemy
4ound to be close at hand at day-break, a &ombfhed frontal
and enveloping attack would be made on them; and he also
Sent orders for the recall of detachment under Melliss and
to the shipping to sail at day-break.

14. At day-break (1st December ), tlie Turks laun-

ched their attack in great strength,

Action at Umm-=-al They were executing a turning mov-
—Tabul, ment- Seeing this General Townshed
. at once ordered the artillery to open

rapid fire, and asked cavalry to envelop that wing of the ¢
“Turks which was closing in“on him and to charge it. Méan-
shile Delamain and Hamilton advanced with -the Ynfantry.
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15 The British cavalry moved rapidly and charged

into the Turks encircling the column.

Orderly retiremeat The whole column was thrown into
to Kut. disorder. Soon after this General
Townshead, seeing signs of confu-

sion and retirement among the Turks, seized the opportunity
and broke off an action. He gave the Turks no chance to rally.
The retirement upon Kut was at once renewed in echelons of
brigades, a tactic which at once covered the land transport
and foiled any attempt to out-flank him. Regarding this
retirement General Townshead says, "I have never seen—even
in peace manoeuvres—a retu'emen( carried out better, both as
regards and in e than was
-executed by the 6th Division at this -critical moment. The
sight of the brigades falling back steadily in echelon with the
precision of clockwork and the gradual development into one
Steady flow of retreat in perfect order ~ guns, everything in
their proper places - filled me with pride. Shall I ever have
such a command again, I thought ?’. The retirement contin-
ued a1 day tjll at 10 P. M. the Britise force arrived at Qaula
-Shadi (Monkey village) at a distance of 26 miles from Uumm-
&+Tabnl.. This long march was carried out to shake off the
-enemy’s pursuit,

16. Again the retirement was resumed at day-break oxn
the 2nd. After a painful march of 18 miles the force bivoua-
.cked for the night three miles short of Kut- This 44 miles
march coming under pressure fram the enemy at the end of
this period and carried outin 26 hours w"as, therefore, a
-severe test of their descipline.

17. The retreats are carried outzowing to two causes,
owing to strategical" considerations

Causes of retreat. or owing to deleat in*an encounter.
General Tewnshead's]retreat can be

.clal.u:d as one of those which. is necessitated by strategical
consideration, as was the Bntlsh retreat at Coruna in 1809
“.gnd the retreat from Burgos or Madrid in 1812, It was not
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the immediate consequence of a ,defeat as was the Ffmssn';m
retreat after Ligny and. the
But be the cause -what it may it is certain that there is.no
opération of war more-trying to the moral and discipline
of troops than ]ffelreal befci'e,:g pursuing force.

18. As arule troops if--badly beaten get out of hand
and ‘will seek safety in flight along the line by which they
advance or by falling back on some place which they.consider
a safe place for retreat. Only when retiremént begins before
defeat has become accufe:can a well ordered rearward move-
ment be carried out. .General Townshead ‘was not beaten
and so he could.carry out his retreat in- good orderly
manner.

19. At the same lime we must blame the Turkish
. General for _ allowing.  General
Turks did not use Townshead to escape without being
cavalry * to harass molested. Nuruddin ought to have
Town‘sheud‘ used his cavalry for this porpose.
Partly by vittue of. its mobility;. partly
because of ltspsycholognmleliccts, it is the cavalry-which is the
special weapon of pursuit. Nuruddin ought to have.used his
cavalry to the last ounce of strength ofiman and;beast
Fatigue and horse wastage are minor considrations when the
fruits of victory are to be garnered and wheén a vital ‘Hvenue
of escape is to be closed ‘to'"a - flying foe.- Cromwell wrote.
that *“a victory without' an effective .pursiit is° a victory
wasted "5 while Napoleon stated-aftér the ihdecisive battles
of. Lutzen ‘and Baretzen (1813) that * for'whnt of chvaley thé
battles are without any result. .- : B

; 20. Nuruddin oonght to-have sent his cavalcy by great
sweep and tried to-cut'off the retreat of Townshead to Kut.
‘But he was too slow to {ullow Townshead. He’ wibted ‘two
most valuable days in rem’umng idle. General Allenby exempr
lified-the prmmple ona'g and scale whén ptessmg’ ms ods.

into the’ hxlls of Sama i he sent his cnvalry dmsmn &' th%t
I B &5
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gfeat sweep over the plaine of Sharon to converge of the
Turkish rearand stop every bolt hole of their doomed army.

21, Time is of \;itnl importance and Nuruddin wasted

it for nothing. He did not try to

Turks did not pur- keep Townshead onthe run. Pressure
sue Townshead on Townshead was not vigorous,
constant and relentless. Nuruddin

was too cautious and did not like to take risks. But this
was the time when he ought toc have taken risks as it would
have made tremendous influence on the operations. Nuru-
ddin never tried to direct his cavalry or a pursuing column
on the flank or on the line of communication, )

22. The purusit of Jena is such a classic of military

history that it would be tedious to
Pursuit of Jena. repeat the story in detail, but it is
: none the less profitable to exa‘mine

the actions of Napoleon arid his generals in the light of the
principles accepted to—day. Early in the afternoon of 14th
October 1806, the Prussian infantry had failed either to hold
back the soldiers of the empire or to shake them by counter
attack ; Prussian centre and left were demaralised and upon
Ehe{n Napoleon loosed Murat, with 2 partof the cavalcy
reséive to drive them off the field. In the torrent of disa-
ster which followed, both the Prussian reinforcements and
Saxon C’orp.e.'which was just arriving on the field, were swept
away and the whole mass was hurled in confusion partly to-
wards Weimar, partly across the river Elb to the north of
the town. Thus ended the tactical plirsuil of the beaten
troops.’ Then the strategical pursuit began.

23. The hlstonc retreat of the 6 th Indian Dxnsmn
from Ctesiphone to Kut was finished

The retreat from =-a retreat carried out with skill and
®tesiphone to Kut steadiness in hostile country after
was a brilliant rtreat. “extremely bard fighting. The con--
. -duct of men in these trying circum=

stances was admirable ; the -moral of the force had not
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suffered in the least in spite of a long retreat followed on®a
previously unbroken series of victories. Jomini has said,
* Courage and firmness in adversity is more honourable
than enthusiasm in success; for courage only is required
to attack and carry a-position, whereas héroism is necessary
to carry out a difficult retreat before an enterprising )
and exultant enemy, and by opposing to him a front of
bionze without letting oneself be discouraged. " Napier says,
“'An honourable retreat is that one in which the retreating
general loses no trophies in the fight, sustains every charge
wwithout being broken and finally after a severe action reem-
barks his army in the face of a superior enemy without being
seriously molested. ”

24, Regarding this retreat General Townshead says,
{in his book ' My Campaign in Mesopotamia,” ' To sum up
the retreat from Ctesiphone to Kut : Mine was a retreat in
the face of an overwhelming force of Turks, undertaken after
a desperate battle of Ctesiphone, in which the lossgs had
been 33 per cent of thév total combatants engaged. The
whole brunt of the loss was borne by the infantry. There-
fore the casualties of 4500 meant over half my fighting force;
yet in. no way was the discipline, and good order of the 6 th
Division affected. It was a retreat of 90 miles with the adva-
nced guard of the Turlush 6 th army on my heels. » On 1st
December 1 was (on:ed to halt and fight against my will in
order to save some ships and barges on the river. Yet not
only was the attack repulsed but it was driven headlong back
by means of an offensive counter—stroke on the enemy’s
flank, gvhich all experienced soldiers will recognise as suffi-
cient testimony to the discipli and vring powers
of the troops in retreat.  After repulsing the enemy I broke
offan action-the hardest. test of all in reargnard fighting—
and continued the retirement in echelons of brigades under as
good conditions as in peace training. Not a single wounded
man was left behind, though .500 were killed and wounded in




i

Rat ac}idﬁ; not asingle gun was iost and 1500 Turkish pri-
soners marclfed with my’ column throughout. Never [ con-
sider has a British force done longer or more exhausting
marches than those of st and 2nd December. Never in any
war in. modern military. history haye British troops been more
highly tried than in Ctesiphone operations. Yet never was
there a muimur—never a slightest sign of demoralisation or
insubordination. I hope hitory will call this also an honou-
rable retreat. ”

25. Many have brought very strong arguments against

the pol‘icv of occupying Kut, and

tor c::?:;;'i“:g “‘E:: gatting himself besieged by General
and getting invested Townshead. They say thata field
there. army may have retired for hundréds
_or even thousands of miles, but so

long as it is intact and mobile the campaign will not have
been lost for the balance may be changed completely by one
succesdful action or manoeuvre. By occupying Kut, there in.
volved division of force, and at thattime such division means
iminimising the chance of success At the same time * the
fact that 'a part of the army is invested and immobilised
cannot but cramp the. freedom of action of the remainder
who wnll Ieel that they moust at all costs hurry to its assista-
nce. ” The enmy get a chance to beat the two portions sepa~
rately or to hold off the relieving force, until the garrison

surrenders,

26. Again there was ample time for Townshead to make
.asafe and sure retreat to Ali Garbi or-some other' place
down the river Tigris: Townshead entered Kut on ‘the morn
ing of 3rd while on the 7th the Tuiks closed in on Kut and

the seige definitely hegdn. ' There was gap of four days, and
in these four days, he would hdve retredted to a safe place
without being mulested He actually’ sent the cavalry brig-
ade ¢n thé 5th 2 ad it joined the 7th Division at Ali Gharbi§
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s0 it is clear that he would have joined the 7th Division %t
Ali Garbi; and these two combined divisions -would have

made the situation quite different. -
"

27. But strategically Townshead was right in occupy-

ing Kut., “ Delay is generally

Reasons for occu-

pying Kut to the advantage of the power that

is on the defensive. It wears out

the spirit of the attacker and in addition, the actions of doub-
1 ul friends and potential enemies are held in suspense. as
ibey will be unable to make,up their minds with whom to
side .

28 Kut was on the Tigris and the Turkish army bad
to pass by Kut. There were no railways, and the armies in
‘Mesopotamia were obliged to move by the rivers. The
Turkish army advancing had to march down the Tigris,
and this means delay. The Shatt-al-Hai is navigable dunmz
flood only. But Kut was at the junction of Tigris and "Shatt-
al-Hai, and Townshead can stop the traffic on thai

river also.

29 Again the local Arabs- who inhabited the middle and
1ower courses of the Tigris, Euphratesand Karus, were waver-
ing.and by occupying Kut 'they were kept in check; otherw-
ise there would have been general rising against the British
and Persians might have definitely declared for the Turks.

30. There is yet another aspect of the manner " 'Thg
+tactical security of a body of troops is and must be thlé
paramount consideration wh;eH in the field”. In his telegram
to General Nixon, General Townshead had pointed out that
“'the state of extreme exhaustion of the men demanded ins-
tant rest”. So, we can see that fatigue “of the troops was
the decisive factor in deciding to halt and to stay at Kpt. ’
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%1. Thus we see that how stratégically and politialiy
it was important to hold the Turks at Kut. A Turkish adva.
nce upon Amara would have threatened to undo the whole
results so far of fhe Mesopotamia Expedition.

32. R i ing the i gained by a balt at
Kut, we find the following:—

Advantages gained
by the British by
halting at Kut.

a1

It held up the river transport of any large Turkish

force advancing on Amara by the Tigris.

(2) It gave tix:lne for British reinforcements to arrive from
Basra and beyond, and to coucentrate for action.

(3) It assisted the Russian move on Bagdad from Persia
by diverting many of the Turkish troops to Kut.

(4) Tt enabled the British fatigued troops to vest and

refit.

(5) “It closed the Shatt-al-Hai channel to the river tran-
sport of the Turks.

*6) It obviated the necessity of destroying a great quam-
tity.of valuable stores.

(7)1t took advantage of the mass of pravisions available
ift Kutewhich would otherwise have been lost.

(8) It saved a further and more serious loss of prestige,

such as would have been entailed by a continued
retreat downstream.
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Lecture VIII.

Fall of Kut.
.

1. " In military history, the history of entrenched camps
is bound up with capitulatipns.
N d':::::;f entrench”  Bayaine's army, for instance the
best in France committed suicide
by shutting up itself in Metz, If the entrenched
camp of Metz had not existed, France would not have
suffered the great disaster she did. The failure of
the Russian army to arrive in time caused Mack to surrender
at Ulm, and the failure of the fleet to relieve - Cornwallis at
at York Town caused the British’ surrender at that place,
Wellington maintained bimself at Torres Vedras because of

the presence of the British. fleet 1 "

2. If one is certain of early reinforcement then only one
should rctire into a fortress or an

Disadvantages entrenched camp. We find tare exa-

of an entrenched mples of the army once invested to

camp. have broken through the enemy’s inve-
sting armies. General' Townshead

gives us the chief disad of an hed camp. He

says, ** The chief disad ge of an entrenched camp like

this, ehaped like the great Indian-perinsula, with water on all
sides except the north, was that the fire of our 'guns went
from the ;:entra to the circumference and so was divergent and
disseminated, whilst that of the enemy was directed from
the circumference to thecentre and thus had maximum
effect. This is not the only disadvantage of the entrenched
cimps. They are merely figures, closed in all directions,
composed of ordinary entrenchments, which give no such,
shelter from gun fire as a fortress does. Moreover an entren-
ched camp is unlike a fortress, in that you cannot, without
rupning the gravest risk, dividea front in order to make a
sottie in strength Thus they do not even assure real rest,and.
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tepofe to the troops, installed in their perimeter, while the
-operation of making a sortie is a most dangerous one "’

3. Granted' thatit was necessary that Kut should be
held by the force under General Townshead, there can
be no doubt that the only possible defensive posi-
tion for so small a force was that selected and occupied in
the bend of the river in which Kutlies. But if the British
force had been an army corps, instead of a weak division, it
seems that a better position could have been occupied,
upstream of the town, and chiefly on the right bank, where
the force could have fortified.and held up the loop of the
river, placing, the Tiaris between it and the cnemy as a
‘natural obstacle to his advance.

4, For the purpose of defence General Townshead -

: divided the whole area in three
Three Sectors of sectorsi—
-defence.

(a) "North-east sector to be held by the 17 th Infantry
* Brigade.

4b) The' north~west sector to be held by the 16 th
Infantry Brigade.

(c) The southern sector to be held by the 18 th [nfantry
Brigade. The general reserve. consisting of 30 th
Brigade was posted to the north of Kut Town by
night while stationed in the town doring the day.

5. Onthe 7th December the enemy summoned the gar-
rison to surrender and on Townsh-

Turkish assaults ., refusal opened a heavy bom-

on Knt,
bardmeat. The bombardment was

heaviest on the 10 th and 11th when the Turkish lnfantry
.also attacked ; but no result was obtained. On 24 th Decem-
ber desperate attempt was made by the Turks. preceded by
-8 heavy bombardient. ., British defence was magnificient and
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it finally -triumphed. So ‘magnificent was it indeed, and so
severe this time had been the lesson that this was the last
endeavour to take Kut by assaulte Then the Turks decided
to blockade the place. On the 26th December therefore, certain
movements were made by the Turks, which clearly indicated
that it bad been decided to convert the seige of Kut into a
blockade, and at tbe same time to take immediate ‘measures
to hinder the attempts that would shortly be made by the
British for its relief.

6, Meantime the relieving force far down the river was
beginning to - move. Its task was a
Difficulties of complex one. Tigris was a peculiar
the Relieving force. river. Interminable windings, end-
less shifting shoals and ic normal
times a depth too shallow for any but the lightest craft made
the problem of water transport almost insoluble. In addjtion
to this, the rains were erratic and when they came the river
became a raging ficod and the adjacent desert a lagoon.
‘When the snow melted in the Armenian hills, the Tigris
used to spread in lakes over great areas. ** The only real
solution was to follow Kitchner’s example in the Sudap and
build a railway at Some distance from the flood region, since
the river was wholly untrustworthy. Such course was nOt
followed because the magnitude of -the enterprise and the
strength. of the enemy were from the first gravely tmderrated.
-It was an instuctive lesson in the folly of conductinga cam-
paingn with the left hand .

7. Having completely !nvested -Kut, the Turkish Com-
mander set himself to bar the road to

Turkish linesof  any relief. His first line of defence
defence down Kut. wasat Shaikh Saad-25 miles due east
' of Kut. There he had a postiton on

Dboth sides of the stream. Five miles ‘above Saad he had &
line of defence along a water course calléd the Wadi.- Above
‘Wadi the great Suwaikba marsh flank the left bank of a river
at'a'distance of a mile or two. - Here there was asseries 6f
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immensely strong positions, all of the samé general character
astrtle the river -and resting onthe swamps. There were
Hanna position, the very formidable position at Sannaiyat
and last of all only seven miles from Kut, Essin position..

8. Relief force was concentrating at Ali Gharbi 40

miles from Kut. Unforlunately the

Concentration of preparations for the relief of Kut were
relieving force at marked by the same hustle fand the
Ali Gharbi. same oversight of the essentials of the
campaign as had pushed Townshead

into an enterprise which had not even a fair chanceof
success. The problem of transport was still unsolved. The
troops from France had been sent off to Basra in hot haste,
and‘orders were to push up to Kut without delay. How
the troops were to be pushed up to Kut was leff 10 the men
on the spot, The result was that when the first attempt was
made on Shaikh Saad, and’ finally it was checked at Hanna,
12,900 of the reinforcements which reached Basra never
left the base.

9. General Aylmer was appointed as the G. O. C. of the
relieving force, 2y the 3rd January

First attempt for the force concentrated at Ali Gharbi
the relief of Kut. amounted to 6th Cavalry Brigade
and 7th Division. The Turk’s stren-

gth below Kut was 15,000. General Younghusband was
given the task of driving the Turks oul of the Shaikh Saad
position. The Turks had prolonged the flanks of their
position by keeping a ]argé force of Arabs; and so the frontal
attack was delivered on tlie position. With great difficulty
the British captured the position losing more than 4,000 men
in the attack- The Turks retreated upon the Wadi. The
Brilish forced the passage of the Wadi on the 9th January.
Thereupon the next Turkish reireat was to Hanna - 15
miles below Kut. Partly owing to wet ground, and partly
to shortage of artillery €équipment owing to limited transport,
the Josses of the relieving force had totalled nearly 6,000 men.
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Had the 12,000 men, who were at Basra, been movable, they
would have made made all the difference. But they sould
not move. There was no transport. The pgsition at Hanna
was a very stromg one, consisting of five lines of trenches.
The attack failed. The British force was, by this time,
crippled by its casualties,

10. The month of February was one of inaction for
Aylmer’s force. Reinforcement was sent up at Wadi. Prepa-
rations for renewing the offensive, reorganisation and training
were continued. Frequent reconnaisance were made by land
and air on both banks of the Tigris. The Suwaikiya marsh
was reconnoitred in vain with the object of discovering a way
across it. By this time General Nixon sailed for home owing
to ill-health and his place was taken by General Percy Lake.

11 On the 6th March 1916 General Aylmer issued his
operation order for the seeond atte-

Plan’ of the sec- mpt- for the relief of Kul. His
ond attempt. intention was to turn the right flank
of the Essinn position by seizing the

Dujaila redoubt. It was a perfectly sound strategital plan,
but it has to face heavy odds. He had to move his force
to 16 miles: another lay in the fact that there was no water
except in the river, and unless the British routed the Turks
speedily and completely the British should be hard put to it

to support their advanced “columns.

12, The striking force on the right bank consisted of
4 cavalry regiments, 28 infantry battalions dnd 68 guns. It
was to .concentrate for the night march at a rendezvous
near the Pools of Silom at 8-30 p. m. onthe 7th March.
The force es to form up in three groups; column A [ cons-
isting of the 86th Infantry Brigade, half 34th Pioners, 8th
Battery. a'section of sappers company under the command
of General Chrsitian ] and column B ( consisting of the glh
and 28th Brigades, a section 61st Howilzer Battery,. 12th
Sapper Company under General Kemball's own command }
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constituted the Ist and leading group under the the command
of @eneral Kemball

13. The second group consisted of the Cavalry Brigade
and a field ambulance under the command of General
Stephen.

14, The third group, termed column C was under Gene-
rel Keary. It comprised the 7th and Bth Brigades, 37th
Brigade, 4th Brigade, R.F. A.13th Brigade R. F, A. 60th
& 6 st Howitzer Batlery, 23rd Mountain Battery and four
fie)d ambulances.

oIS, The force advanced in three colomns, They reac-
hed a point of divergence at 5a.m, It wasa long march,
the men were fatigued. At the halt they fell dead asleep,
and were only aroused with difficulty. They were in no con-
dition on arrival to fight a hard battle.

16. Having to make a long detour, General Kemball's
force, witn the cavalry bridage had of necessity to cover a
greater distance. It proved unable to reach the point
marked out for attack untill after full day-light, being already
two and a half hours behind time. This delay made it impo-
ssible to carry out the deploymeixt of Kemball's force under
cover of darkness, as had been arranged, and this proved to
be most tinforfunate ‘

17. The Dujailab redoubt was found as anticipated to

be held in no great strength- Time,

Failure of the sec- however was taken up in deploying
ond attempt. the attacking troops and waiting for
the turning movement by General

Kemball, who was already late by 2} hows, This enabled the
Turks to reinforce the menaced pcsition. The turning move-
ment too, had not as a surprise succeeded. The assault on
the redoubt was launched and pesisted in durirg the day.
There was a moment towards the end of this bloody conflict
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when the enemy showed signs of wavering. But there was
no sign of hostile retirement and the risks of continuind the
battle in the face of the weariness of the troops and their
sufferings from thirst were undoubtedly grave. At nightfall,
therefore, the attack was abandoned. It was a costly reverse.
‘The second attempt of relief had broken down.

18. In the morning, finding the enemy’s position was
unchanged and that water supply was failing, General Aylmer
decided to withdraw. By the night of the 9th march the
whole force was back in its old position north of the river.
General Aylmer could not have left his line of retreat open for
long to an attack by the Turks The flood season was expect
ted ina few days and then by innundation the Turks eould
cut off his retreat altogether. Tbus ended an operation which
seemed to promise more chances of success than the previous
attempt to relieve Kut.

19. After this failure it was decided to give amother

general a chance of showing whether he
Third attempt. could obtain better results; and General
Gorringe was selected to take. over the

command of the Tigris Corps: His force was reinforced by
the 13th Division. It was then decided to deliver a frontal
attack on Hanua position. ** There is here onthe one side
the Tigris and on the other the great Suwaikiya swamp with
between them a meck of firm land some two tiles in width.”
Hanna pcsition was at the end cf the reck farthest from
Kut; the Sannaiyal position at the end of the neck nearest :
- to Kut." -The attack was delivered- early 'on the morning of
the S5th April. The Turks’ weie turned out of the Hanpa
position. On “th they were forced to retire frcm the Fala-
hiyat posmon upon the Sannalya( Maze. For a moment therc
was hope of Townshead’s relief.  But once again Nature
allied herself with the eremy. Tigris rcse at a bound and
spread itself over the Jandscape. On the 9th Gorringe attac-
ked the Sannaiyat position, and he failed to make progress.
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2C. General To_wnshead had already reduced the food
ratign and he had informed General Lake that he would not
be able to resist after 15th April, as his soldiers were Imere
skeletons. Thus the sitvation was grave. And now began
belated attempts to reprcvision Kut by means of aeroplanes
dropping sacks of flour. On 17th April attempt was again
made on both sides of the river, and on the right bank the

enemy was pressed back four miles farther up, but in the
position at Samaiyat the Turks beld on. Thus the third
attempt came to an end, The last effort of Gorringe was
to try to break the blockade with a river stzamer, the Julnar,
on 24th April, It was a hopeless task.

21, On 29th April General: Townshead surrendered

Before surrendering he blew up his

Surrender of guns, smashed up his rifles, destroyed
Townshead. harness, saddlery, all munitions and
materials of war and at the last mo-

ment had the bolts of the rifies thrown into the river. In
all, the garrison at the date of Kut's -fall consisted of 2070
British 4roops of all ranks and some 6000 Indians.

. 22. Thus ended the historic siege of Kut—a siege of
147 days, a fine record when we consi-

Fall of Kut was  der the state of Townshead’s troops
mistortune but mot  and the supplies at his disposal, Lady
.a disastey. Smith resisted for 120 days, but the
end was good theré. Kut fell to star-

vation, and not the prowess of the Turks “ Its fall was misf-
ortune but not a disaster, By its resistance, the Turks.had
to send ‘large reinor ts to M tamia, and thus the

" Russians in Caucasus were able to move swiftly and carture
Erzerum and Tebrizond. It gave time to the British Govern-
ment to concentrate a sufficient force in Mesopotamia to hold

. it.against further attempts of the Turks.

23. Owing to hasty actions and being too eager to relieve
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Kut early, British Generals many a
Violation ofthe Pr- time violated some important princi-
incipal of Concentra- ples of war. Itis always a general
tlon. rule and a safe one,- that when we
! take up any operation, weconcentrate
all the forces available. In the first attempt, we have seen,
that General Aylmer could not concentrate all his forces for
the attack on Shaik Saad and Wadi positions, He left behind
10,000 men at Basra. The result was that the attempt termin-
ated in being checked at Hanna. Had he waited few days
for those 10,000 men, the resultof the first attempt would have
been different

24, _ The second attempt ~ attempt to turn right flank of

the Turks by capturing Dujailat red-

Lengthy night ma- oubt~was a brilliant one. It was
rch spolled the surpr- a perfecly sound strategical plan;
ise. The strategy deserved to succeed but
failed. There are many reasons for

that. But main reason was the lengthy night march within
a short time and then a hard fight, The column which was
to turn the flank was 3 hours behind time and thus the surp-
rise wos lost. * Wolseley before Tel-el-Kabir had* to move
only 13,000 men 3% miles across easy ground in 3} hours.
Aylmer had to move 15,000 troops from 12 to 16 miles in.less
than 9 hours.

25. Best example to show how the troops coming behind.
time after a nigtit march, spoiled the surprice intended by the
commander, and thus the failur in attempt, was the attempt
made by General Grant against General Lee's right in 1864,
He moved ncnrly the whole of his army by a night march of
several miiles to a line opposite ta and outflanking Lee’s right,
But he had the worst of the luck. ‘During the night there
was heavy rain. The roads were knee deep in mud, Troops
could keep very ‘slow pace, with many halts. Next day
morning, troops were miles behind the appointed rendezvous.
scattered and exhausted- The jdea of attack had to be
abandoned,
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26, “' It can hagdly be denied that the orders which
were issued by General Aylmer transgressed the principle that
an operation order Should tell the recipient nothing which he
can or should arrange for himself. Generals Keary, Kemball
and Fowler were fully capable of arranging the various details
as to their operations which were nevertheless dictated to
them. But in doing so General Aylmer was actually reducing
instead of increasing the prospect of victory......By this, delay
and hesitation would probably result and in war these have
dangerous ends.”

27. Again the British force spenta lot of time in lengthy
artillery preparation- The bombardment continued for 3
hours. This gave ample time for the Turks to bring the rein-
forcements and be ready for the British assault, Had they
assaulted early without lengthy artillery preparation, they
would have captured the position without much resistance, as
it was weakly held.

28. Regarding the third attempt, Gorringe had violated

. the principle of economy of force.
Violatlon of the Heought to have tried withthe bulk
Principleof Economy of his forces on right or the left
of Force. bank of the Tigris instead of on both
the banks by dividing his forces. By

such method he was superior nowhere. General Townshead
criticises it in the following words :—
. .

29. ‘* My opinion as set down in my diary was that if
his principal objectives were the bulk of the hostile forces on
the left bank, his principal Mass should have been on the left
bank since the bulk of the enemy’s forces was entrenched
there. A bare minimum force should have been placed on
the right bank just sufficient to contain the enemy’s forces.
1n this way the principle of economy of force would have
been observed and Gorringe would have had a large Principal
Mass, the weight and depth of which should have carried
it.through. *
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30 The occupation of Kut by Townshead in the close
proximity to theé Turkish line of communication broughta the
Turkish advance further to standstill, as the occupation of
Plevna in the close proximity to the Russian line of communi-
cation and to the sifgle bridge across the Danube brought the
Russian advance through Bulgaria to a sudden stop and
relieved all pressure on Turkey proper,
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. Lecture IX.
Recapture of Kut.

1. After the surrender of Kut the British and the Tur-
kish forces on the Tigris settled into

Period of inactivity. a state of comparative inactivity,
which endured till near the end of

1916. General Lake decided to hold present line. The with-
drawal down the Tigris would have led to risings of Arab

Tribes, and would probably have reacted unfavourably on the
situation in Persia aud Afghanistan.

2. By this time Russian force under the ccmmand of
General Baratoff was making 2 good
progress in Persia. On 7th May
General Baratoff's force occupied
Qasr-i~Shirin on its advance to Khaniquin. On 16th Russians

occupied Ruwandiz. But Khaniquin position was too strong
for the Russian force. Again Turkish X11II corps was sent at

once to the Persian frontier, to drive back Baratoff and to
reoccuny Kermanshah as a means of continuing the Turko-

German plans for operations in Persia and beyond.

Russian activity in
Persia.

¢ 3. General Lake, after the fall of Kut, devoted -all his
time and energies .to improve the
tr:;';‘z_?';:ﬂce'"f transport question. The transport
o« .. servize from the first had been utterly
inadequate. In the same way there was no proper transport
irom the field to the river. Badly wounded men had to en-
dure agonies in springless carts. The story was the samé in
every detail of the Service. Everywhere there had been lack
of foresight, and as a consequence unimaginable suffering
for the men.

4. 'When the time came for military operations on the

Tigris to be resumed the condition of the river transport has
been completely transformed. By the end of 1916 there were

coastrucied three lines of Railways.
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5, One, from Basra to Nasariya on the Eupbrates, ano-
ther from Qurna to Amara and a
third from Shaik Saad to Essinn.
This third one was extended to
‘Imam-al-Mansur. Al these lines were open for traffic in the
month of D ber. Hospital arr t had. been per-
fected, and all the work behind the front, without which an
advance of troops cannot be made, had reached a state of
efficiency very different from the confusion of early days-

Censtruction of
Railways.

6. In August General Maude succeeded Sir Percy Lake
i d of the M i
‘When General Lake gave
i up the command, lot of difficulties
had been overcome. There were many to bé looked after.
But he had laid the foundation of the organisation which
finally brought the British success. After the fall of Kut all
his efforts were devoted to the task of improving the position
and condition of the troops at the front as much as possible.
General Maude writes as follows inhis April 1917 despatches;~

in
Sir Percy Lake's
work. Force.

7. “Steady progress was made on the lines so carefully
desigoed and developed by my predecessor., Lt. General Sir
Percy Lake K. C. B, K. C. M. G, to whom my warm thanks
are due for the firm foundations which had begn laid foc the
ensuing winter campaign. The growth of Basra as a military
port and base cortinued, and the laying of railways was com-
pleted. The subsidence of floods and the organisation of
local and imported labour removed obstacles which had
hitherto hindered development although conversely, the lack
of water in the rivers and consequent groundings of river craft
gave rise to anxiety from time to ‘time. The Directorate of
Inland Water Traneport was created and accessions of men
and material arrived from overseas as well as additional- river
craft; while the influence of adequate and experienced person-
nel for the Dir of Port Administration and .Conser-
vancy Works, Railwayss Supply ard-Transport, and Ordnance
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enabled these services. to cope more adequately with their
r ibilities in intaini the feld army. Hospital
dation - was revi 1 and still further exzpanded,
whilst Remount and Veterinary Services were overhauled and
reconstituted. Changes were also made in the organisation
of the army, the grouping of formations and units were read-
justed, and alterations were made in the system of command.
The line of communication defences was recast, and addi-
tional lines of ication units for administrative purposes .
were provided, Establishments for all units whether on the
various {ronts or on the lines of communication, were fixed,
whilst the provision of mechanical transport and an increase
in animals and vehicles enabled the land transport with the
force to be reconstituted. By" the end of November prelimi-
nary pr i were well ady d. A steady stream of
reinforcements had been moving up the Tigris for some weeks
and drafts were joining their units, making good the wastage
of the summer. The troops had shaken off the ill effects of
the hot weather and their war training had improved. . Stores,
ition and lies were lating rapidly at the
fronts, our communications were assured, and it seemed clear
that it was only a matter of days before offensive operations
could be justifiably undertaken. Training camps which bad
" been formed at Amara were broken up and general concen-
tration upsiream of Shaik Saad was completed .

Turl:lsh position in December 1916.

8. In the beging of December the Turkish front before
Kut lay as follows t-

Turks still held the Snnaiyat position. It hed been
further elaborated. Not only were there six successive lines
of entrenchments between the Tigris and the Suwaika Marsh,
“but other defences had been made exténding back as far as
Kut itself — a_distance of 15 miles On the right bank their
front ran from a point on.the Tigris three miles north east of
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Kut, across the big loop which is callgd the Khadari bend
to the Shatt-al-Hai fwo miles below, where it leaves thesmain
river. There it crosed the Hai and ran nogth west to the
Shumran Bend of the Tigris. ’

9. Strategically the situation was in favour of General

N Maude, Turl’s lines on the right
British position. bank of the Tigris weie a dozen
miles upstream from those on the

left bank. On both the banks the Britsh flanks were secure
by swamps from any attempt to work round them and strike
in force at the British communications. Maude's plan was
to get a firm footing on Hai, which might even resultin
cléaning the Turks from the right bank of the Tigris altoge-
ther; then he should be favourably situated to act against the
Turkish communications * and might compel the Turks to
evacuate Sannaiyat. Agein the long front gave the British
many epportunities for feints to cover their real purpose.

10- - Owing to concentration of British troops at Shaikh

Saad, Turks thought that «the main

Operations for the effortwould be madeon the Sanniyat
recapture of Kut be~ position, and so the main Turkish
gan. forces had been withdrawn ta the
Kut side of the river. Feint attacks

were made on the Sanniyat position. ‘On 13th December
Maude surprised the Turks and crossed the Hai at Allnb,

about, eight miles from Kut- During the negt twb da};s the
British steadily moved for\\_mrd and by December 18 reached

the Tigris between the. Khadaivi Bend and Kut. By l[ij§ the
Turkish force in the bend was cut off on left and right,

11, Heavy rains fell in the letter part of decmber 1916

and the first week of January 1917,

Clearing of kha-' Nevertheless the light railway was
dairi bend. pushed forward as far as the Shatt-al
~Hai; additional bridges were thrown

over the water way and. new roads made. An attempt by
the British on 2oth January to bridge the Tigris fonr miles
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west of Shumran was anicipated by the Turks, and so it co-
uld®not succeed- But the chief work during these days was
the clearing of the Khadairi Bend. The Brilish had already
reached the Tigria south east of Kut, but betwcen that
point and Megasis the Turks still held the right bank, and
could swamp the British front by opening the bunds. So it
was absolutely necessary to clear this bend which woula give
the British the mastery of the whole right bank from Kut
downwards. This task was given to General Cobbe, who
conducted the operation successfully and by the 19th January
the bend was clear of the Turks.

12. The next step was to clear the Dahra Bend. On
10th February the attacks were

Clearing of Dehra delivered on this bend. By the
bend. 15th all the Turkish pssitions were
carried and- the iight bank of the

Tigris was made clear of the Turks. Describing {the attack
on the 15th February General Maude says, ** a most credi-
table piece of work tor it was a nasty place to go into, as the
Turks bad their artillery in a semicircle around the points
we assaulted on the far bank of the river, "

®13. ** Maude had carrizd out the miin preliminaries
of his plan- He. bad won ail the

Right bank of the right bank of the Tigris in the vici-
Tigris was cleared ntyof Kut. Khall's line now ran east
of the Tiirks.* and west from Sannaiyst to Shum-
ran, with his left wing bent at right

angles between the Suwaikya Marsh and the river, It was geo-
graphically a strong defensi it for it was protected
throghout almost its whole legth by the Tigris. Butit had
one weak poirft-at Shumitan where- tne enemy's battle front
and his line of communications met--and his fears for this
point had.compelled him to weaken other parts of his front.
The. moment had come for the British to cross the river
and the proper. crossing place must be as-far as possible to
the west. If the crossing was to succeed the forces at
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Sannayat must be kept closely engaged, .and -activities
maintained along the whole river line. We hoped to ester
by the back door, but if that was to be forced -open lit was

necessary to .knock violently at the front door to distract
the occupants, .

14. Now General Maude's plan was to draw the Turks
towards the Sannaiyat as much

Crossing of the Ti, as possible and then to throw the
gris at  Shumran Jrd corps across the river at Shum-
bend. ran. On 22nd February British
forces attacked at Sannaiyat in a big

force and after a day's hard fighting secured the first two

enemy trench lines. That night a feint was made as if to
cross at Kut and Magasis and during the day light the British
had allowed their preparations to be furtively observed so
that the Turks moved troops and guns near these points.
Thus when Turk's eyes were fixed on Sannaiyat and Magasis
on 23rd morning the British began to pass to the bank at
Shumran, about 7 miles west of Kut, The small number of
defenders could offer little resistance., The same day coinci=
dently, Cobbe broke through the trench lines at Sq'nnaiyaf.
and the British gunboats had reached Kut.

15. Thus the iron' fortress, which had defied all¢he

British efforts in the early months of

Recapture of Kut. 1916, had yielded to the resolute

actions of General Maude. The main

Turkish army was in rapid retreat, after being expglled with
heavy loss from a strong position.

16. Muhammad Amin in “Bagdad and the Story of its

Last Fall” says that on the 4th

Mistakes made by January the commander of the XVIII

Khalil according to corps warned Khalil Pasha of the

Turkish views, dangerous situation on the Tigris"

. and recommended an evacuation of

his positions on the right bank. Halil however, considering

that an obstinate resistance on the right bank, would gain

time and also break the -enemy’s offensive powers, refused.
to agree.
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17. Muhammad, Amin expresses the opinion that
Sanfaiyat, Kut and Shumran should have been‘evacuated and
several positions prepared in rear to cover the retreat or for
further resistance as Nuruddin bad done in 1915, Kalil, he
says, refused to consider any suggestions to this effect, and
it was not till the very day (hat General Maude crossed the
Tigris at Shumran that he ordered a position to be prepared
at Qala Shadi,

-Muhammad Amin blames Kalil and his staff at this
period for their lack of foresight.
Want of staff Tra- Marshal Von Hindenburg says in
ining in Turkish.offi- * Out of My Life " that ' Although
cers. Enver Pasha took long views about
war, generally speaking he liad not
received a really thorongh military training, or what 1 might
call a general staff training. This was a drawback which
applied to all the Turkish commanders and their staffse The
Turkish army appeared to possess only a few officers who
were able to master the technical, inside problems of command,
a knowledge of which was essential to the execution of well~
conceived plans. They seemed not to realise that the General
Staff must necessarily look after the details, even in the
execution of greal operations. ™

19. \'Ne have already seen how Kalil was forced to fight
to flank that is his battle line was
parallel to his line of communications,
a position which in the event of

Forming front to
a flank.

defeat would render retreat difficult and in any event disor-
derly. We have already discussed this point at the time
when the battle of Shaiba was discussed. So we need not go
deep into the matter, But the result of this position and
the crossing of Tigris at Shumran Bend was that the Turk’s
retreat was so disorderly that they could not make a ‘stand at
the already entrenched positions at Ctesiphone.
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20. A river:is only formidable in défence when the front
taken on it is limited, and the volume
Crossing of ariver.  of its water considerable. If the
river line be long, the enemy is given
a great latitude in selecticg his point of crossing. At the same

time passive defence of a river line never prevails against an
enterprising enemy. The enemy screens all his movements

and preparations, and then by making feints, presénts himself
at some point weakly guarded and throws his force across the

river. Kalil had taken a too long river line-nearly 22' milgs.
thus giving the British greater latitude in selecting their point

of crossing. We Lave already seen how the intention to cross
the Tigris at Shumran Bend was concealed to the last, and.

how the Turks were alarmed along the who'e length of line,.
by feint at Magasis and attack on- the Samaiyat position.

General Maude selected his point of crossing very skilfully.
Only a small force on the opposite bank. at this point was
quite sufficient to alarm the Turks as it would endanger
their retreat.

21. Fights for the recapture of Kut.al-Amara were of
the nature of trench warfaré. Many
a hand to band fight took place. 1t
was mainly the work of Infaatry.
British and Indian Infantries carried out these tasks success-

fully after nearly 2 year's mobile warfare. General Maude
gives a:great tribute to the courage and bravery of his infan-

tries shown in these fights. General Ludendorff -snys. “In
the end of ends, Infantry is:the deciding factor. in every
battle and requires the greatest sacrifices; so also it promises’

the greatest renown.. They have to endure the Heaviest bom-
birdments of the enemy, lying quielly in-the dirt and mud, in

damp and cold, hungry ara thirsty, or huddled in dug-outs,
holes and cellars, they must await the overpowering assault’
until leaving the safety of their shelters, face toface: with
death; they must rise to meet the destroying stom. Such
isitheir life ",

Work of- Infantry
in battle,

—(0—
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.Lecture X.
Capture and Consolidation of Bagdad.

1. Sorapid had been the Turk’s flight that on 27th
February Turks reached Aziziya, 50
miles from Kut. The British carried
out the pursuit of the Turks in two
columns one following the river, and the other striking across
country in the hope of intercepting the Turk's rearguards. At
Aziziya British halted to reorganise their communications.
‘This place was to be the jumping-off place for the further
advancé. Since the crossing of the Tigris the British had
taken 4,000 prisoners, 39 guns, 22 trench morters, 11 machine
guns, besides vast quantities of oiher material.

British reached
Aziziya.

2. On 5th March General Marshall moved forward to

Zeur, 18 miles from Aziziya, while

Cavalry reached Lajj his cavalry reached Lajj seven miles

from Zeur. Next day the -British

Cavalry passed the Ctesiphone position, which was found to

be strongly entrenched but empty. Not a Turk was any
whe:e. met with.

3. On 7th March the British advanced guard reached

the Diala, eight miles from Bagdad.

Fall of Bagdad. The Turks were holding the line of
the Diala river. Here followed some

severe fighting. On 8th March four attempts were made to
cross the Diala, of which one succeeded. Meantime a bridge
had been thrown across the Tigris below the Diala mouth,
and thé cavalry and cart of General Cobbe’s forces had cros-
sed, and advanced against the Turkish position at Shawa
Khan, which covered Bagdad from the diréction of the Euph-
rates valley. This position was strongly held by the Turks
and stubbornly defended- This position was taken by the
British on the 9th. During the same night the Turks fell
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back and on 10th the British engaged them within tbree miles
of Bagdad. But a stiff wind arose, accompanied by a®dust
storm of unusual demsity. On 11th March General Marshall
and his troops entered Bagdad. v

4. " Ths capture of Bagadad was an event of the first
magnitude in the history of the war.

" l""l"’l‘m"":= of the Tt restored the British prestige in
all of Bagdad, the East which Kut and Gallipoli
bad shaken. It deprived the Teu-

tonic League of a territory which- had always played a vital
partin its policy. It hit Turkey hard in her pride, and not
less in her military strength, It cheered and enheartened the
Entente, for Bagded was so far the only famous city won
from the enemy.” Marshal Von Hindenburge says in ' Out
of my Life, “ the loss of Bagdad kilted many German dreams,
besides being a sore point owing to the guarantee of territo-
rial integrity which Germany had given Turkey. "

5 Upto this time the Mesopotamia campaign had follo-
wed the line of the Tighis. The
'Problem beyond river, apart from the railway built
Bagdad. to serve the needsof the British,,was
the beginning and end of all traffic
aud movement from Bagdad to the Persian Guif. Itran
between wide stretches of swamp and desert; so that opera-
tions were confined to the meighbourhood of *its banks.
Beyond Baedad, however the problem was different.. The
enemy retreated along divergent lines which tended to be-
come ever more distant from one another yet for a considera-
ble period. the Turks were never so remote from Bagdad
itself as to preclude the danger of a sudden descent on the
city. Tbe problem, in short, was that of making Bagdad
secure and that could not be done save ly offensive measures,
Bagdad was not a fortress capable of defence nor would
British prestige be served bad the enemy been allowed to
remain in the ceighbourficod of the city.
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6. The strategic results of the fall of Kut on Febrnary
® 24, 1917 had been immense and far
The Strategic re- reaching. It caused stic and move-

sults of the Fall of ment in all the Turkish armies in
Kut, Asia. Turkish army operating in

Persia, at once, had begun to fall
back from near Hamadam, General Barotoff was following
the Turkish XIII Corps. On March 11, the day on which
Bagdad was captured, Turks had passed Kermanshah ; about
the 20 th they reached the formidable Pai Tak Pass, where
a strong fortified position enabled the Turks to hold up
General Baratoff.

7. Under these ci t if Maude hing up the
Diala could reach Khanaquin first, he would cut off the retreat
of the 13th Corps. It was arace between the two hostile

armies.

8. After the cauture of Bagdad, General Maude bad

_to undertake military operations in

Militoty operations several different directions. He had
Maude had tounder- to go to Khanaquin before the Turks;
take. he had to harass the retereating

18 th Corps in front of him to pre-
vent it cutting certain important dams on the Tigris and the
the Euphrates and to drive it north beyond the railhead at
Sammara® Hes had also to make his lett flank secu.e by
seizing Feluja, nearest point on the Euphrates to Bagdad.

9. Of these, the second one, that is, to obtain contorol

of the Tigris for a sufficint distance

Maude established to the north was most important at
:::::Lfs S;Li:ct::‘en;l'y the same tin}e urgent. The season
Bagdad. of the melting of the snows in the
Caucasus was close at haud. Both

the rivers~the Tigris and the Euphbrates, then, would
reach their higest level. So Maude ‘had {o establish himself
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sufficiently towards north, so as to prevent Turks from cutt-
ing dams and flooding the area around Bagdad- Andeso
Turks were given no time torally and the British occupied
Kasirin on March 14, three days after the entry into Bagdad.
By the 16th the British captured Mushahida, some forty
miles north ef Bagdad.

10. The Tigris for a sufficient distance aboye Bagdad
having been secured, the n_lain iflt-

Capture of Bakuba rest lay.in the race against time with
on the Diala, Turkish- XII1 Corps in the mount-
ains. Bakuba. 30 miles north-east

of Bagdad, was still in the hands of the Turks, ‘Through this
town the roads {o Samara, Bagdad and Khaniquin run. To
seize such a place meant the severing of the Turk's chief
communications with Persia. On the 15th March Maude's
eastern column left Bagdad, and after a short encounter, it
captured Bakuba on the 18th. At this date the Russians
‘under the command of Baratoff, who had defeated the Tur-
kish XIII army Corps, were pushing on towards Kasr-i-Shirin
with the intention at Khaniquin of linking up with the British.

11. By this time another move upon Feluja on the
Euphrates was taking place. 1f we
look at the map we find that the two
great rivers, the Tigris and the
Euphrates swerve together near to Bagdad and the distance
here separating them is not more than twenty miles: The
Euphrates column entered Feluja on 19th March without
difficulty; the Turkish garrison retired twenty~five miles up-
stream to a prepared position at Ramadi.

Capture of Feluja
on the Euphrates,

12, All these three movemeats the occupation of Bakuba,
the capture of Feluja and Mushahida
on the Tigris were completed within
a week of the capture of. Bagdad.
“Not merely was this display of energy, rounding off the

Results of these
operations.
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ogcupation of Bagdad, noteworthy in itself, but it revealed the
extent to which river transport had been improved,. for
though local supplies had ‘been organised, the operations
were still in the main dependent on Basra as the chief base
and upon the traffic with that place. Any weakness at the
base or on the line of supply must have led to delay and
time was here the essence of success.

13, Having made himself secure the Bagdad pesition,
General Maude turned his attelion

Oeprations on the ;.4 the Turkish XIIL Corps,
Diala

which was retreating from Persia,
If Maude cut off the Turkish retreat from Persia the whole
Turkish X111 Corps would be extinguished. General Bara-
toff was at Kermanshah and the British were at Bakuba.

The British column was orderd to advance forward along
the Diala, and it occpied Shabraban on 23 rd March. The
situation seemed a desperate one, but the Turkish commander
revealed surprising qualities of leadership and strategy.

14, On 25 th March the British column reached the Jebel
Hamrin range, Here thd Turks were

Operations in the ;o .o ideq position commanding the

Jebel Harmin range.
° . adjacent country and they were in

100 gveat force for the British, only two brigades strong, to
dislodge them. The Turks left a strong rear guard against
the Russians and against the British they took up # position
on the Jebel Hamrin rigde. These two screens held up
the Russians and the British until the X1II Corps reached
Khaniquin, crossed the the “Diala near the mouth of the
Alwand  and took the road which runs by Kera Tepe, Kifri
.and Kirkuk towards Mosul.

15.  Viewing fhe Turkish operations as a whole it must
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be admitted that'the leadership sko-

tT"rk:is? xtlh" g";l’l wed a high degree of tactical and
retreated in the Jebe . n

Marmin ranges. strategical skill. But though the

British were unable to cut off the

Turkish army retreating from Persia, they prevented it from
effecting a direct junction with the 18 th Corps in Mesopo-
tamia and compelled it to retire from Kasr—i-Shirin by a
more northerly route, so that its strength only became availa-
ble for offensive purpose at a later date,

16. By the last days of March the Turkish XIII Corps
had escaped from the trap- On the 31 st the British captu-
red the Deli Abbas position and on the same day the
Russians were over the Paitak Pass-some ten miles to the
west. : N

17. Now Geueral Maude was anxious to reach Samara as
carly as possible for two reasons.

Importance of Firstly, it would give him the con-

Samara. N .
trol of the Railway with its northern
terminus at Samara, secondly by ils capture the danger of
inundation from the Tigris and the Euphates would be afer-
ted. At the same time the district about Samara is of
" peculiar strategic importance as the land there for the first
time rises well above the river level : so thag whagver con-
trols the Samara district controls the waters of the Tigris

below that point.

.

18, So the [British advance was resumed along the

Operations for Tigris. To check the British advace,
the Capture of Sa- the XNIII Corps instead of making
mara. .

for Kifri, swung south, held the left
_bank of the Shati—al-Adhaim. ‘Here a hard fight took place
and by the 13th April the 13th Corps was forced back Zgain

on the Jebel Hermin range. The British were within 12,
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mileg of Samara wherd they. found the Turks posted ina for-
midable position about - the city of Istabulat. The position
was on the right bank. General Cobbe wasin command of
the column facing the strong Turkish position.

19. The British were strong in cavalry and in all

these operations the cavalry played

Capture of Sa- an important part. In the operation
mara. of Istabulat also the cavalry turned
over the Turkish right, and thus for-

ced the XVIII Corps to fall upon a second position, 6 miles
from Samara. Another hotly contested battle and the
Samara was in the British hands on the 24th April.
“Samara is an ancient town, at one time the capital of the
country and still of some local importance though much
reduced in size. Surrounded by ancient ruins, it is cele-
brated as the place where the Roman Emperor Julian died
of his wounds in A, D. 363 and where the disappearance of
the twelfth Jmam (Imam Mahdi) whose resurrection is
looked for by many Mahomedans, is reputed to have occur-
red. "

20. Within a fortnight trains began to run between
Samara and. Bagdad. - Thus the whole. railway built by the
ermans had fallén in—tact into General Maude’s hands and
the danger of inundations from the river past. The Turko—
German p’ower'wés broken up in Mesopotamia. It wasa
great military triumph for the British.

21. While the fate of Samara was being decidéd at

Istabulat the XIII' Turkish Corps -at-

Activity of Tur- tempted a fresh offensive in a last des-
kish XIII Corps. perate hope of saving it. Issuing from
the Jebel Hermin range after some

extraordinary marching two groups of infantry has pushed
swiftly down the Shatt-al-Adhaim towards the Tigris. In
.their haste the first group was sent forward 17 miles in
advance of the second. The British got the chance of de-
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feating the Turks in detail. The first -group was engaged
and heavily punished. It was pursued along the Adhaim,
The second group also met the same fate. Thus both the
groups were driven back into the Jebel Hamrin.

22. Thus Bagdad was secure by the end of April. The

XIII Corps after its escape from Ker-

British position manshah, was thrice engaged and
by the end of April  beaten, and finally was driven back
1917. into the Jebel Harmin ranges. The
XVIII Corps was five times defeated,

and was driven back on Tekrit. These two corps were
+ driven back on divergent lines, The Turk’s spirit bhad been

broken. There was no enemy io be found within 49 or 50
miles from Bagdad and the position of the whole force in
Mesopotamia was comparatively safe.

23.” In tactices, action isthe governing rule of war.”
General Maude néver remained inactive

‘‘ Intactics ac-  after his captuae of Bagdad.,He carried
tion is the govern- out his vigorous offensive against both
ing rule of War. the Turkish corps without giving them
. time to rally or to carry ont a we]l-con-

ceived plan. By this vigorous action he stopped the XIII corps
from joining hands with the XVII!I corps,and thus made them
to work on divergent lines, If Maude had not taken these
vigorous actions, XIII corps would have foined” the XV1II

corps-and the task of keeping Bagdad secure and sale would
have been very difficult, probably a disastrous one. But by his
energetic, relentless and vtgorous actions he drove both the
‘Turkish corps to 40 or 50 miles distance fromn Bagdad.

24, By tactics and manoeuvre general Maude comgelled

the Turks. to.fight on exterior lines.

Interior and The British were strategically in a very
exterior lines. favourable position. They were co the
interior lines. I have already fully dis-

cussed this point while discussing the position of the Bnlish.at



101

Basra in my 3rd lecture, and so.I need not explain you the

and disad of being on the interior lines or
on the exterior lines. Being on the interior lines:genral Maude
could easily send astrong column against ‘any of the three
Turkish colums, which were working separately and disjoin-
tly éngl inflict a severe defeat on it, as was done in the cases
of Ramdie and Mehendi.

35, Von Caemmerer writet, * We must. call Napoleon's
exploit an almost unbroken chain of successes in the use of
interior fine. The need of covering ome’s own territory
against hostile enterprise, which existed at all timesand
under all circumstances, had eaused the military art of the
old monarchies to adopt a very broad front as a rule, for
strategic deployment, and the Napoleon's principle ‘to
advance in mass’ as he himself called it, was Kenetally best
applied in 'selecting the centre of the hostile front as the
objective. At the same time, when transmission of the in~
telligence during the operations was still exclusively depen~
dent on the capacity of a horse, it was permisible to reckon
witlr certainty upon the impossibility of really proper coopera-
tion.of widely Separated army portions or corps. The news
from' one side to the other, the orders hither and thither,
could in those days hardly ever amve in time for actmg
in harmony with the tantl ituati

in war,

26. Napoleon himself said at the end of his career asa
general : “ To operate . from widely different directions
without int ication is a mistale, which is usually the
cause of another. The detached coulmn has only orders for
the first day ; its operations for the next day depsnd on what
has harpened with the main column. It therefore, either
loses time in waiting for orders or trusts to good luck.
It is an axiom to keep the colomns of an army always
united i in such a ::.anner that the enemy connot push between
, them. "
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27. In these operations :Maude had- made the full use:
of the mobility of his cavalry.” In

Use of the mo- .. crossing of the river Adhaim,

biiit'y of cavalry,

General Cassel's Brigade crossed the
bndge over the river at its junction with the -Nahrwan canal
at 2P. M. On the 18 th April 1917y advanced up this canal
and cut the enemy off the river. On-thé previous day the
cavalry, demonstrating on the northern flank, induced a belief
in the minds of the Turks that their left lank was threatened.
Thus the crossing was effected a mile below the point where
it was expected, *

28. While considering the work of cavalry in battles,

. . B we must remember one thing that
" Leading of cavalry. the decisive and governing factor on -
¢ . . which depends the. result and value

-of that work is leadeiship. The leader must know as to how

dnd when his cavalry should beused. He must be on the

166k out' for opportunities where the cavalry would be useful.

Tn wat it is certdin that mistakes may be committed; chances

for surprises may occur; at such times, the leader mus} be
sapable of taking ad of the enemy’s mistakes, by

making use of the mobility of his cavalry. ** The cause of. the
indifferent performance of the cavalry lies not in the mate-
rial, but in thé leading, the formation and the distrtbution,

QLA T
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‘Lecture XI.
Battle of Ramadi and Death of General Maude.

1. At the close of April 1917, the Tutkish armies had

) been driven back on divergent lines,

British position at' ., the British position at Bagdad

the close of April

1917, was safe and secure. Owing to.

heats of summer, the campaigning

was brought to an end for the time being. This time was

used to bring the supplies and transport to a high pitch of

perfection. and to give rest and reorganise the units who had
(gught the Bagdad campaign.

2. During this period there was inactivity on the part of
thc Russians. It was feared at the war office that a Russian
Collapse would be felt most accutely in the East. Two
months previously the hope of establishing the Russians at
Mosul, thus securing the British hold on Mesopotamia and
enabling the British to reduce their force there, had seemed
to oEer the British. the opportumty of concentrating in Pales-
tine to defeat the Turks. But now there was no such chance.
Freed from danger from the Russians.in Armenia and Kurdis-
tan, the Turks could make a much more effective resistance.
In Mosul*the Furks could supply 2,00,000 meén though it was
doubtful if they could maintain that number south of" Tikrit.
Again Maude had to prevent the Turks from penetrating into
Persia via. Kermanshah, as the Russians might withdraw. .

3. Enveér Pasha was very eager to. recapture Bagdad.,

. L and the German Supreme Command
c;:t,-ol'lle " (l::ll:;lelhi:.ye_n _yielded to Turkish pressure. and ag-
capture of Bagdad,  reed toaccept the responsibility of
: aperations to recapture Bagdad and
to.driye the. Brilish back to their base on the Persian Gulf.
Jt was decu:led that the Supreme Command should be vested
in Genéral Von Falkenhayn;. who should have under his
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command a Turko-German-force. entitled * Yilderim " ( ie.
thunderbolt )-

4, Euver thought that the réovery of Bagdad would
not only be a great persona] triumph for him and productwe
of much effect upon the "Turkish peoplc, it would also mean
reoovery of the main rotte into Western Persia. As a.result
of Russian’ Revolution, Turks were secure frpm Russian..
attacks, and they could easily use all the forces in Mesopola:

mia. Enver decided the Palestine front as a purely defen-
sive, front,

5. The loss of Bagdad was a sore point for the German
! policy. Germans had their dreams
and by its capture by the British; it
seemed that those dreanis would not
be realised. Hindenburg says. “ The loss of Bagdad™ was
painful for us and as we well believed, still more painfully for
all thinking Turkey How often bad the name of the old
c&y of the Caliphs been mentioned in Germany in previous
years ? How many dreams had been assncxated with it; dreams
which it would have been better to cherish in silence’ rathet
than shout all over the world in the impolitic German way+?

Hindenburg on the
joss of Bagdad.

6. Great preparations were made at Aleppo- for this
coming offensive. Arrangements

M‘:"::g."‘“““s at were made - for “hundfeds 8f motor
lotries, for thie extension of Bagdad

railway to Mosul, for the improvements of roads for' leading
to the front in this direction, for the construction of thousands
of Sharkturs at Jerablus on the Euphrates. for the organisa-
tion of a good land line of communlcatlons down the Euphra-

tes valley and for refitting and reorganising.. the Turklsh
Sikth Arpiy-

7 The main.idea of General Falkenhyn was to deacent
down the' Euphrates-and ctt off the
. British forces:north- of Bagdad X
big:force was concentrated at' Alq:po

y «_Palke_uhy,nls plan.



105

and strong detachments were sent to Ramadi and Hit on
tite Euphrates.

8. Djemal Pasha was against this plan of an offensive
in Mesopotamia. According to his
views Pelestine front was of more
importance. According to his opi-
nion there was no -chance of recovering and driving the
English out of Mesopotamia; Palestine front was the most
important point in the Ottoman Empire and eo this front
should be reinforced so heavily as to be impregunable,

Djemal Pasha’s
views.

9. Mustapha Kemal Pasha was also against this scheme.
According to his opinion “ In Meso-
potamia the British having gained
their objective had no political,
economic or military reasons for a further advance; and even
if they i to advance lly the loss of Mosul
would not be very serious and would not affect the general
sitvation.  On the Hejaz and Senai fronts the enemy had not
yet attained his political and military objectivés and was
known to be preparing to achieve his purpose, which was
thg subjection of Turkey, the formation of 2 Christian, State
in"Palestine under British. influence, the denuding of Turkey
of her most prosperous of her provinces and the destruction
of her last religious predominance. It was useless to ignore
the danger to"Syria or to think of recapturing Bagdad, a phy-
sically impossible project with Turkey's last reserves .

Mustapha Kamal’s
opinion.

10. It was probable that in the cold weather a serious
enemy offensive would take place. The whole Eastern front
was affected by the demoraliza.jon of Russia. Owing to
Russian weakness in the Caucasus, the gate into central Asia
was opened for the Turks and the Germans. Moreover, it
appeared that Germany was not minded to*let Mesopotamia
slip from the control of the Central Powers. General Falken-
hyn was at Aleppo, and it was evident that his first objective

- was the recovery of Bagdad.
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11, General Maude was knowing that his strategigal
posilion was not an easy one: He
was nearly 700 miles up the Tigris
from the sea. On his right, he had an uncertain factor of
Persia. In his front, the enemy was entrenched in‘a good
position and he was- receiving reinforcements from Mosul.
On his left he had the Euphrates valley, the area of surprise.

British position.

12.. Ramadi was occupied in a good strength by a Tur:
kish Commander, Ahmed Bey. By
occupying Samara, British centre
X had been pushed forward far in
advance of their flanks- First, the left flank was taken owing
to increased activities of tbe Turks in that direction- So
it was decided by General Maude to capture Ramadi, as it
appeared to have an increased value, for its occupation would
bar the best route described in the German report and would
also threaten an alternative route to westward.

Decision to capture
Ramadi.

13 In September the operation was taken in hand and

. .. Major General Sir Brooking was
Brocking was given in command of this operation It was
the operation. a strong position, for its right was
protected by the Habbaniya Lake.

‘Three miles behind the Mushaid heights lay the Turkish main
position, running in a semi—circle around Ramadi, first along
- the eastern bank of the Canal between the Euphrate$ and the
Habbaniya Lake, and then along some sandy dbw:}s to. the
Aziziyah Canal, which leaves the river a mile west of Ramadi-

14. The British starting point was Madhij some 8 miles

. from the Turkish outposts. British

British plan. plan was to take such measures as

. to make the Turkish General believe
that, the chief attack was to take place from across the river.
‘A road was laid down along the opposite bank and supplies
were collected at the most convenient place of crossing. A bridge
of boats was constructed downstream, and by this a part of
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Briﬁs.h column passed £rom the Ramadi side to the farther
bank. This was the situation on the 27th September.

15. But during the night. these troops were withdrawn
and recrossed the Euphrates. Two infantry- columns and
cavalry force moved out, the infantry columns outflanked the
Mushaid Ridge, and the Turks were driven into their, main
position, a semi-circle line a mile from the town; the cavalry
column by a wide sweeping movement reached the road
running from, Ramadi to Hit and Aleppo and cut the enemy’s
communications.

16. On September 28 th Turks were driven off the ridge.

The position at night fall was
‘ Capture of Ramadi. that the Turks were gurrounded
on all sides except on the morth
where ran the Euphrates, but there was no bridge over theriver,
Ahmed Bey's only possible way out therefore, was through
Ramadi along the Aleppo road j but this road was obstructed
by the British cavalry. This cavalry was furnished with ma-
chine guns, and when the Turks sought to break through,
they, were flung back into Ramadi. A general attack with all
arms of .the .British- force began, when suddenly the
Turkish guns became silent and white ftags went up all along
the line.

17. Tt was a general surrender. . No formal capitulation
ocurred. Ahmed Bey was captured at his heabquarters, and
when the full count of prisoners was made they amoun_ted
to 3500. Most important, however, than the prisoners were
{he captures of materials. These included 13 guns, 12
machine guns, 2 barges and large quantities of arms, am~
munition, equipment, engineering stores, railway material
and supplies.

18. Regarding the battle the Turkish account - says
.ot Office of the
Director of Archasal~~¢

Madraa *4—
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** The disastento the Euphrates Gronp

Turkish account.  had opened the river to the: ehemy.
of this battle, As the Group had been completely
wiped out, he was free to make any

move he wished: on the other front. The Russiane too were
reappearing on the scene with fresh troops. ‘The supplies
difficulties in the zone of 13th Corps would soon necessitate
the withdrawal of our left wing on the Diyala. To secure the
Euphrates the 157th Regiment at Hit was insufficient protec-
tion, The 53th Division which was at Aleppo, therefore
ordered the 169th Regiment and one battalion of artillery
fromits attached {roops to march to Maskina on the Euphrates
and from there to proceed to Hit by Shakturs. An infanfry
-Tegiment, a battalion of artillery and various formations of
the division remained at Aleppo .

19.° * Ramadi was a perfect example of an encircling
operation carried out with dash and precision. Its effect was
_decisive for the British locally ¥, As Candier says " in the
*Bagdad vilayat Ramadi was, recoginised . as the drop curtain
“for the Turks . ’ :

20. Ttwasa finished piece of work and ope of tre
completest victories won in - Mesop-
Mistake committed otamia, No doubt the British - out-
by Ahmed Bey. oumbrred the Turks. but the Turks
’ had been able to choose ,their own
ground and were at liberty to fightor rerteat. Ahmed
Beylought to have declined the battle, and retreated upwards
by throwing a strong rearguard; “by this he would have saved
the bulk ‘of his ‘army. Itdsvery rareiin modern war for a
whole force to ‘be ‘surrounded and compelled to ‘surrender en
masse and only great efficiency ‘inthe staff and intelligence
work couid have achieved such a surprise,

21. On the day on which Ramadi was fought, the right

wing pushed out from Bele Ruz
Capture of Mendall- towards ‘Mendali, on the Persian

border. This small town had Jbeen
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used:as a minor base of supplies and had proved of value in
orgafiising raids on the. Tigris line of communication. This
place was sorprised by cavalry dash, a ride of more
than sixty miles, accomplished during the night of September
28-29, Owing to sudden attack Turks could not atlempt aay
resistanee and fled, at once into the hills. During October
the British continued to improve this- sicde of their position.
Between 18th and 2Jth October, the Britsh drove the. Turks
from the Diala into the Jebel Hermin and occupied the
frontier town of Kizil Robat. The XIII corps was forced to
retreat towards Kifri. This stroke disposed of the last vestige
of the Turkish force in Mesopotamia between Ramadi on the
one side and Kifri on the other.

22, Wl:ulst these operations on the Diala front were

in progress the XIII Turkish Corps

Occupation of Tekrit. undertook a counter demonstration

towards Samara. After a short enga-

gement the Turks fell back upon Tekrit, 2 town forty miles

from Samara. Before the Turks could consolidate their posi-

tion, the British attacked the Turkish position, and drove the
Turks from it. On the 6th November the British occupied Tekrite

23. These victories, on the Tigris, on the Enphrates and

the Diala, had given General Maude

British' position at a strong position from the point of
the end of october view both of supplies and of strategy,
1917, . . for the Turks had no good advanced
‘ : bases from which General Falkenhayn

could launch his counterstroke. Now General Maude could
oppose any move of the enemy with confidence and if noth-
ing.came, the British occupation of the enemy 80il was grow-
ing strenger day by day.

24. But General Maude could not reap the fruits of his

masterly strategy. On the ‘18 Nove-

Death of Maude.  mber General Maude died of cholera

in Bagdad after two day’s illness.

It was an irreparable loss and a heavy blow to the Aimy of
Mesopotamia and to the British . cause.
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25. “In little more than a year he had sprung into fame,
and his reputation wis the most valuable which a |
can acquire — that of one who did not blunder, whose heart
never failed him, who was as patient and methodical in con-
ceiving a plan’as he was swift in execuling it, who cared most
zealously for the welfare of his men. Success followed his

banner because he had taken pains to ensure it. His personal
character was simple and kindly and he was both loved and

trusted by all who worked with him. These have happily
been the characteristics of many British Generals, and Maude
was the type of soldier which it is the peculiar glory of his

Nadion to produce. He was so modest and unrhetorical that
it was only the tragic shortness of his career that made the

world realise its brilliance, He had taken over the army of
Mesopotamia at a time when it was disspirited by failure and

distraught by mismanagemsznt. He had made it one of the
best organised and most efficient of British forees. and in the

‘face of immense difficulties he had led it continually to victory.
Indeed the operations at Shumariyat and Shumran in February

1917 imust rank with Allenby’s turning movement, on Eadra+
leon in the following year as the most perfect British achie-
vements in manoeuvre battles during the campaign.  1{ we
could realise the magnitude of the war, let us compare the
popular reputation which attends his success with that which
he could have won had the campaign on the Tigris been the
only military enterprise of Britain He had done more than
Wolseley had done in the course of a long, life;eand -Kut

and Bagdad were far greafter achievements than Omdurman.
Had he fought his battles twenty years earlier he would have

had the prestige in the popular mind which fell to Roberts
and Kitchner;- but so- vast was now the scale of Brititish
operations that he ranked with the British people as only one
of many capable leaders ”.

26. In all operationsafter the capture of Bagdad cavalry
played animportantpart. The chief

- Part played by cavaly burden of fighting and maintairing
In these oprations. important posilions fell upon the
cavalry. It was cavalry which made
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Geneml Ahmed Bey to surrender at Ramadi, it was cavalry.
whlch surprised the Turks at Mendali, and thus secured
the most important and strategical point for the British,
By making use of his cavalry General Maude always threate-
ned the enemy's line of retreat and cut off his avenue of
escape. The Turks were handicapped by the want of
cavalry. Practically speaking they had no cavalry at this
time. They could not carry out reconnaissance to a great
distance and thus they were surpriséd many a time. Lack
of cavalry told upon their movements and the moral of the
troops also.

27 In estimating the work of cavalry in the field, we
must always remember that the governing factor is Leadership.
“* In cavalry work individuals can make or mar toanextent
almost, if not totally, impossible in the work of other arms ",

28. General Moltke, says, * The strongest reason of
all for thé poor results obtained by
General Moltke's cavalry on the battle-field lies in the
views about leading characteristics of many leaders. An
of cavalry. attacking cavalry is like a shot
which has been fired, the effect of
which cannot be foreseen, and which under certain circums-
tances might recoil on the firers, Many a cavalry officer,
personally brave enough, has shrunk from making up his
mind to a course of action the result of which cannot be
detgrminea in ddvance and which may demand great and
perhaps fruitless sacrifice from his men, With the other
arm it is possible to break off an action; not so with the
cavalry charge — fate must run its course. With cavalry
everything depends upon the initiative of the commander
hence the immense importance of the personal element. ”

29. Count Von Wartenburg writes in his work on
‘Napoleon as a General’, “ It is in=

Von Wartenburg’s deed a characteristic  uniformly
views., noticeable it the strategy of all the
greatest gene*als that they know to
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utilise their cavalry to the best -advantage. For it is. this.

arm. designed for a wide field and. rapidity of movem®nt,.
which requires superior officers of exceptionally large grasp.
and quick resolution, who, keeping only the great aims. of a:
war in view are able to set aside .objects - of secondary im-.
portance and to put up with heavy losses also, for cavalry

employed .over a- Jarge area must often get into siluations

from- which it cannot withdraw without suffering them. ”

Napoleon himself said, ** The use of cavalry demands bold-
ness and ability; above all it should not be handled with.any.
miserly desire to keep it intact, ’
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The End of Mesopotamia Campiagn.

1. After the death of General Maude, Lieutent Gene-
Situation in Meso x:al Sir W. R. Marshall was appo-
potamia when M": inted as the Chief Commander in
shall. took command Mesopotamia. General Marshall
describes in his despatch the sitna-
tion in Mesopotamia at the time he took command thus
* The moral of the Army was magnificent, whilst organisation
and training had reached a high level of efficiency. Turkish
Army on the contrary was low in moral and desertions from
it numerous and frequent j on the Tigris and Euphrates they
had retreated out of rapid striking distance and only on our
right flank was there a good opportuoity of hitting them. »

2. By this time the danger of Turkish offensive down
the Euphrates was over. British
" Effects of the Bri- ,pertations in Palestine, where Gene-
sh oparcations in
Palestine. ral Allenby’s force now had reached
within a few miles of Jerusalem,
forced the divisions‘concenlrétcd at Aleppo to be sent to that
front. On 22nd November the Chief of the Imperial General
Staff sent a telegram recapitulating the instructions already
given. in gwhich he says “ Asfar it is possible to judge the
situation here, the desttuction of the enemy's advanced bases
at Ramadiand Tikrit, together with the successes gained in
Palestine and consequent division of enemy's reserves to that
theatre, make it imossible for the enemy to bring against you
this year a force sufficient to threaten you seriously, and make
it doubtful whether he can do so before the hot weather of
1918. Much depends on the exteosion of the enemy's rail-
way to Mosul and it is important to obtain all possible
information as to this, as well as to get timely notice of
enemy's concentration either on the Euphrates or on the
_T'lnris " ’
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3. General Marshall decided to hit the Tucks op the
the Jebel Harmin range. Here
Declsion 'to clear ;. ‘60 or 70 miles from Bagaded
the Jeble Harmin .
range. part of the XIII Turkish Corps held
the passes over the range, guarding
the nortb. General Egerton was given this task.

4, General Egerton had planned to cacry out his attack

in two phases. In the first phase the

_Eagerton was given Turks would be engaged along the

the operation, whole front Quizil Ribat-Suhaniya,

which was ‘aken up by the Turks

and both their flanks would be turned, the left by forcing

the passage of the Diala above Quizil Rlbat and the right by

the capture of Suhaniya and the Sakaltuan pass. The second

phase wouid consist of an advance on Qura Tepe up both
banks of the Narin river.

5. After a night march - converging columns surprised
the Turks at dawn on December J and' drove them far t_\_long
the Mosul road through Kifri, -Sakaltutan pass came into
the British hands. This pass was of stratzgicial importance
to the British, as from which thers was observation “over a
vast stretch of country to the morth. This was the last
operation of 1917.

.6. The excessive caution of the Turks prevented any

X other important action for some time.
Turkish activity on During February 1918 ULeyond pun-
the Euphrates. itive measures against aggressive
tribesmen and Air force activify there was no operation of.
importance except a short British advance in the directior
of Hit on the Euphrates. For the previous twd months the

Turks had been reported to be reinforcing their troops in
that neighbourhood and at the beginning of Febrnary it was
eéstimated that the Turkich force about Hit and . Sahiliya
consisted of 50th Division. '
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o 7. The Turkish force was much too near to be desirable
and therefore a push in that direction was determined upon.
General Sir Booking again was given the command on this
front. But the Turks fell back before him and took up their
stand at Khan Baghdadie, some twenty miles upstream.

8. The Turkish position about Khan Baghdadie consisted

of an advanced entrenched line
Turkish position at about 1} miles to the south east of
Khan Bagdadi. that place and of another entrenched
area extending to a distance of over

fonr miles to the westward of Khan Baghdadie.

9. The British plan of operation was {o make an attack

in s'rength -on the Turk's left near

British plan of op- the river, and to send a flying
ration. column over the desert to encircle
the Turks on their right. It was

.almost an exact repetition of the tactics of Ramadi, and baving
regard to the Turk's experience on tbal occasion,.it seemed
-in the.highest degree improbable that the British would again

_be able to surround and capture the force. Ihe only chance of
-success was: swift-and secret action.  To this end the capacity

-of the force for rapid movement was increased and a Cavalry
Brigade under Brigadier General Cassels and a number of
armoured motors were sent_forward, with instructiocs to
move by night and conceal themselves by day. From what
occurred afterwards it was evident that these ‘measures were
effectual in concealing the ambitious plan of operations, and
that the Turks were in fact surprised.

10. On 26th March the atttack was launched. At about

10 A, M. * P " trenches were captu-

The battle of Khan red practically without opposition.
Bagdadi. At this time the flying column was
. making a good progress. This column

was engaging the Turkish rear and right fank from a point
about 6% miles rorth west of Khan Bagdadi= on the Aleppo
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road. The British Infantry were held up.by machine gua
fire on a general line 500 yds. east of the ravine dividing
them from the Turk’s* Q»” and “ R” trenches ; It was
evidently the Turkish intention to hold this position so as to
enable them to retire during night. About midnight the
Turks tried to break through, but were completely beaten
losing 1000 prisoners.

11, Next morning the Turkish guns gradually ceased

firing, a white flag fluttered from the

Surrender of the top of aridge and the Turks came
Turks. forward and surrendered. It was
again a complete rout. The bulk of

the Turkish force were cither prisoners or out of action, but

many small parties who had got through were flying along
the Aleppo road.

12. The moment for employing the full strength of the
mobile colum had row arrived, and
the Cavalry, with other troops in
X motor cars, enjoyed the rare « experi-
ence pf"thé pursuit of a defeated énemy across the open field.
There was no serious resistance. - The guns -had been cap-
tored in battle or left behind and the Turks’ only thought
was flight. Very few of the Turks escaped. The road clin-
ging to the Euphrates stretches for 400 miles to Aleppo and
stragglers who sought refuge from the cavalry” and dtmoured
cars by leaving the highway weie shot down by the machine
guns of the airmen,

Pursuit:

13. On 28th the column reached Ana, where a great
dump of ammunition was found so great that it was impossible
to remove it, and it'was blown up. The pursuit by motor was
conlinued 73 miles furthér, and a few more prisoners worn
out and demoralised by the rapidity of the pursuit, surrendered
without opposition. Altogether motor force covered 140
miiles in two days, The total number of prisoners taken -was
over 5200 including Nazim Bey, the Tuckish Commander.



117

14, "The victory was, if possible, a more brilliant achie-
vement than Ramadi: it was won
against a much larger force, and it
had the same-effect of leaving the

Turks for a considerable time completely powerless on the
Euphrates, It was the first large operation undertaken by

the new Commander—in-Chief. General Marshall _attributed
the completeness of this victory to the masterly way in which
the force was handled by Sir Brooking, though the credit of
such 2 considerable operation must largely belong to the
Headquarters Staff which prepared the plan and facilitated its
execution. The troops also showed extra—ordinary endurance
and rapidity of movemant: apart from the more _spectacular
performance of. the flying column, the infantry had,to. march
for two days and.two nights with little or no. sleep, and to
fight- the :whole.of one day.and part. of two nights. It only
remains to be added that the ground won in this advance was
not-held. General Marshall’s object, was to [crush Ehe Turks'
fighting power, not to advance on Aleppo, and accordingly he
withdrew his troops, leaving Khan Baghdadi to the enemy,
who came on gingerly two months later ",

L.
Effects of this
operation.

15. The enemy dispositions in Mesopotamia during April
appeared to be little changed. On

Turkish disposition ‘the Euphrates where the British had

- during April 1918. effectually stopped for the¢ time
being, any idea of an enemy offensive

by the-destructfon of his advanced depots of ammunition

and stores, small Turkish detachments reoccupied Ana and

Haditha towards the end; of April, but there were no other

_signs: of coming activity. The.XVIII .corps on the Tigris
still held, positions at and above Fatha ; and the troops of

the XIII corps ‘whose headquarters were at Kirkuk were
; widely.scattered, to the east and south east of Mosul.

16;, Now_ Ge,hér,al Marsha]l decided to inflict a severe

. blow to the XIII corps, because

.1 Fall of Kifri. that corps was a kind of danger to
., -the  British communication with
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Persia. Russia was out of war and the whole burden of stopping
the German—Turko intrigues in Persia fell upon the Meto-
potamia force. General Egerton was given this task. Turkish
advanced base was at Kifri, whence an easy road gave access
to Kasri—-Shirip, and thus to the great highway into Persia.
In little over a fortnight the Turks were driven back for
over 100 miles to the Lesser Zab. The British column was
preponderously cavalry and moved swiftly. So rapidly did it
march that the Turks at Kifri did not await its attack.

17. On May 7th the British entered Kirkuk, the head-

quarters of the Turkish forces on
Turkish X111 corps this front. For the best part of the
annihilated. month the British were engaged in

removing the rich military booty at Kirkuk, after that they
withdrew, but retained Kifri as a place controlling the route
to Persia. In this operation the British took 7500 prisoners.
1t was the finish of the XIII corps.

18. The destruction of the Turkish power. along
Kifri-Kiruk side was a meagure taken
Effect ot this in good time and formed the
operation. preliminary step in a wide develop~
ment of military policy in the East.
Since the Russian’s defection, the Turks had overrun Armenia,
had advanced into Northern Persia and occupied Tabriz.
The Turkish advance into Pecsia via Trans=Caucasia must in
the end be a menace to the flank of the Btitish %in Meso-
potamia. Most of the routes into Persia were beyond General
Marshall’s reach, but he could and did do much to reduce
the Turks facing him to impotence, and thus in one quarter
at least, to thwart the grandiose schemes planned in Berlin.

19. In October the British advance in Palestine began :

and it was thought advisable to

Decision to advance exploit at once the effect of General
towards Mosul. Allenby’s success in Palestine, so as
to eliminate all Turkish influence

south of the Taurus mountains. The collapse of Bulgaria and
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the Turkish position of extreme difficulty might end in the
cessetion of hostilities, In these circumstances it was advi-
sable that the British should gain as much ground as possible
up the Tigris. So General Marshall decided to devote all his
resources to an advance towards Mosul from Tikrit.

20. The main Turkish army was holding a poéition of
great matural strength, astride the
Turkish position at the Fatha gorge, which they had
Fatha. been preparing for nearly 18 months.
i with a second strong position astride
the Tigris at its confluence with the Little Zab., General
Marshall would have preferred to make the Turks fight on
ground of his own choosing by carrying out his main advance
via Kirkuk. -But the Jack of advailable transport, owing to
the requirements of Persia and of the collection of Meso-
potamia harvest, prohibited such a course, so that the only
alternative was a direct advance up the Tigris.

21. The plan was not a direct attack upon the Fatha

defences. That would have been both

British plan of doubtful and expensive. The plan
attack. was at aone and the same time to
turn the Fatha defences and the

second fortified position by an attack in the first instance on
the east side of the Tigris. In that part of the Jebel Hermin
range of hills which lies between the Adhim Valley and the
Tigris ab Fathgea distance ‘of sixty miles, two openings had
been found. They were very second rate, to put it mildly,
and there was no water supply, and being remote from
observation, they could be improved and wells dug. And
that was done without giving the Turks the alarm. They
had no troops nearer lha',n Taxa Kumatli, forty miles distance.

22. Lewin was ordered to march to Taza Kermatli and
Kirkuk, making the Turks believe

British turning att- that the British advance was to take
ack place in that direction, thus prevent-
ing them from coming to the assis*
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tance of ‘the main body at Fatha. Cassels with 11th Cavalry
Brigade was ordered to march by one of the defiles discovesed -
in the Jebzl Hermine and to ford the Lesser Zab, thus turning
the Turkish second defensive position. Norton’s cavalty were
to move up’ into the hills by the more westerly- of the two-
discovered defiles, cross the range, and then strike towards
the nortliern outlet of the Fatha gorge.

23. A column under Brigadier~Generat Nightingale
was .to - go by -the route taken by Norton’s cavalry, and to
altack the Turkish army'at Fatha in flank.. The 18th Divj_-
sion was to.demonstrate in. iront of the Fatha delences, and
when the Turks évacuated, to follow him;j 17th. Divisipn was
$o operate on the right Bank-of the Tigris thus  maintaining
pressuré from- west and preventing them from breaking
out westward, ’

24. On the 23rd October, the different columns marched
on their missions, On discovering these movements, the Turks
stole-out from their defences and began the retreat along the
gorge during the night of Qctober 23. This prompt action éna-
bled the Turks to.occupy their defences at the coofluence: of
the Tigris and Lesser Zab.

25 General Marshall says ** The operations started with-an
attack on the strong Turkish position
at Fatah where the Tizris A6ws throu-
gh the Jeble Hermin. This was
carried out by the 17th and 18 th Indian Divisions west and
east of the Tigris respectively, assisted by the 7th Indian
Cavalry Brigade on the east bank of the Tigris and the 11 th
Indian Cavalry’ Brigade on the .west bank. The latter by
a march of over 50 miles forced a crossing over the Lesser
Zab in face z_)f opposition, and by further march of -about 30
miles got right round the Turks axd astride their line of
comunication at Hurwah where t ey were joined by our armo-
ured Cat Brigade. The Turks fell back to their second line

Marshall’s account:
*.of this aperation.,
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at fhe confluence of the'Lesser Zab.” On 25 th October the
18 th Tndian Division forced a crossing over the Lesser Zab
and drove back to the west bank of the Tigris all Turks east
of that river while the 17 th Indian Division closed up to the
enemy who were now all on the west bank.

26. “The fighting which ensued was of a severe nature,

. Our difficulties were increased by
Aetion at Shergat' the sandy naturc of the soil which
delayed transport. After continuous

fighting the 17 th Indian division forced the Turks to fall back
on their third position on the hills covering Shergat on the
fmorning of the 27th.  All that day the Turkish reserves tried
‘to’ break through the 11 th Indian Cn&alry Brigade, but with-
(:iut success, though the arrival of the Turkish reinforcements
from Mosul forced that Brigade to draw back its right. On
the night of the 27 th, 28 th October the 7 th Indian Cavalry
Brigade moving up the east bank, after a march of 33 miles,
was' able to support the cavalry in preventing any Turks
breaking through northwards. O::the mornig of 30 th the
Turkish - Commander (Ismail Hakii) surrendered his total
force consisting of the whole of the 14 th Division, the bulk
of ‘the 2nd Division and portions. of the two regiments of.
the 5th Division with all their artillery train . and administra-
tive services. ”

27. Meanwhile General Lewin .had marched from,

Kirkuk and the way to Mosul was

ni?:d of the Cam- gueq -Hereached Hamman Ali, 12

’ miles_from: Mosul, whea ( Nov.1)

the information of thc ‘armistic was sent, “As a precaution

Mosul was occupied- ' On -this dw(qu.l)'Brmsh were'

suly ‘miles above Ana on the Euphmtes Themmpau{n in

Mescpotﬂmla \vas at an ‘end ; xts purpose had been fully
zchmved :
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. Lecture XIII. -

Conclusion.

1. You might have observed inthe foregoing lectures
that principal inferences that may be drawn, have been sum-
:jharisgd at the end of each. If these summaries be compared,
it will be found that the same principles of war and _the
penalties to be paid for their neglect, appear over and over
again. 1t may ‘perhaps be instructive to draw attention to
:ome of the more important of these.

2. “ The ultimaté object of a commander .must be to
concentrate . sufficient force  for
tf::;‘:'ip" of Concen- the delivery of a decisive, blow.”
- : ( Field -.Service Regalations )
In ‘this campaign . this-principle of - the concentration
of ' every available man .at .the decisive point is  very
élearly brought- out. The-neglect of.this principle is-well
illustrated by the  disaster ‘which occurred: owing to faulty
disposition ot the. Turkish Commandet till the Battle of Shaiba.
Before this battale was fought, three .engagements took pFice
Between Basra and . Fao; but no where Turks attempted to
concentrate their whole force; and thus the British.could:
defeat them in details, and could secure the mostadvanta-
geous position of being on'the interior-lines.

3. It is'always hazardous to attempt to chieck- the -ad-

vance of the enemy by small detach-

. Attempt to check ments. Itis always immaterial if

the enemy’s advance . |oge.a portion of land; . but it is
by small detach- o H
ments. always suicidal to get our army de-

feated. in order to save that piece of

land. By such measures we do not check the advance of the

enemy but give him best opportunity of defeating us in details

and thus.lowering our morals, B
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o4 <In the firstattempt to relieve: Kut, we have seen how

General Aylmer violated this prin-

nl'l::?et K‘::‘““’t to  ciple. Had he waited for few diys,

he would have got 10000 men more

at his disposal, who were at Basra, and the result would have

been otherwise. Whatever might be the causes that led
Aylmer to violate this principle, butthe result was a failure.

5. sFrom this we can see that it is always advisable and

safe to avoid baftle if we can not

Security of the concentrate our army. Retreat of
whole torce. few miles or a loss of a part of coun-
try is nothing compared to the secu-

rity of the ‘whole force, One successful engagement with our
full congentrated force may.give us back, what we are forced
to give,up owing to strategical considerations.

6. In tactics, action is the governing rule of war. Fre
derick says “ To make war always
means attacking”. We must not give
respite to the enemy until his stren-
gth is exhausted, . We must pursue our aim, whatever it might
be, w_ith}hq greatest energy: and with the whole force; we
our success to the utmost. thus forcing the enemy
to canform to our operahons. abandanmg his own plans the
most dlsadvantageous to him. No half-hearted measures or
hesitation would do any good; by such means ample opportu-
sities will be ‘given to the enemy who may take up the
initiative and impose his will on us,

Action is the Gover-
ning rule of war.

7... No better instance of the success which follows a
well concerted, vigorous and sustai~
ned offensive can be given than the
operations of General Maude's force
in 1917.in My tomia. On-13th D: 1916, the attack
against the Turkish position astride the Tigris was begun, and
.continned without a break, until the.Turke were forced.into

Operations of Maude’
in 1917,
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retreat on 26th February.1917: Maude: followed the Tyrke
and gave them no respite; he captured Bagdad on 11th March,
Bakuba on the Diala was captured on thé 17th*-March ‘and
Feluja on the Euphrates was occupied on the same day.’ At
the end of March the British forces were 75 miles north of
Bagdad and the Turkish forces were totally exhausted.

8. On the other hand we notice the half-hearted measu-

res 2nd the hesitation on the part of
Half-hearted mea- the Tucks, when they followed Gene-
sures of the Turks ., 1oy nqtiead and invested' him at
while following i
Townshead. Kut; had they taken vigorous action
0 down the Tigris, by keeping a
detachment at Kut to “watch Townshsad, they would have
captured Amara easily, and probably would have endangered
Basra, the main base of the British forces in Mesopotamia-
But instead of taking vigorous action or assuming offensive
down the Tigris the Turks remained on the purely defenswe
astride the Tigris.

21

9. Marshal Foch says “ Such a purely defensive battle,
however well conducted, does” not
make a victor and vanquished. The
game has to be begun all over again.

Marshal Foch on
defensive battle.

A purely defepsive battle is a duel in which otie of the Bghters
does nothing but parry. Nobody would admit. that, by so
doing, he could succeed in defeating his enemy.. On the
contrary, he would sooner or latter expose himself inspite of
the greatest possible'skill. to being touched, to being over-
come, by one of his enemy’s thrust even if that enemy were
the weaker party ”. Rt
10.: So our aim.must always: be for creating events ins-
‘tead of submitting to'themj and :this. we can-achieve by. taking
igorous offensive action. < - .
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»-® 11. -Surprise is‘a'mbst poteit facttr in -war. . We must

always ‘endeavour to mystily and

' Surprise. “mislead our “¢ficmy. When the

enemy is surprised, he is confused

and unbalanced-and he is more than usually liable to error,

- At the same time, without surprise we will not lLe able to

attain the snperiority of force at a .decisive point, for the
enemy will probably be. prepared to meet us. -

12. Surprise must be accompanied by. ‘““Mass” and
’ “ Speed ” . Mass, surprise and speed
should be the Motto of a commander
If the surprise:is not delivered with
the bulk of your forces and with the greatest speed it will not
.be so effective, as it ought to be and : sometimes it ends in
failure. Failure of the second attempt of General Aylmer is
:the best illustration to show ‘how the surprise delivered in
“Mass but not in speed énds, in failure. Had the syeed been
*kept according to plan, the surprise would have been success-
ful and General Townshead would have "been relieved, but
Ahe left-column which '‘was fo turn the (Tquis'h right fank
appedred thrée hours late and the effect of s\ii'bhse was loat
ds tale ‘Tirks could mdniage o reinforée’ that flank ‘and thus
check the British advance.

Mass, surprise and
‘ypeed.

. L.

13. On the _otlierham'i surpriséé carried . out by the

-  British forces at Ranadi and Khan
“Strprises at Ramadi  Bagdadi are the perfect examples of
and Khan Bagdadi. well planped surgrises Ths moral

effect of these sur. rises was great ;

'l‘urks' flsnk, in preference to their front -was stfilck, their line
enfiladed and their retreat threatened. These surprises were
carried qut-in ' Mass ”.and - Speed . 'No fife ias given
to:the Turkish commafider: at:both khese phces. to meet the
unéxpectéd stroke, and thusibe: wasmyshﬁed and misled ; he
lost - hischaldnce of mind!aid the résult wisithe “Sirrender-6f
‘thgyrbole foéree. .o, 0 .G
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14, The .second. best illustration can'be given of%the

crossing of the Tlgns by General

Crossing of Tigrls Maude in February in 1917. By the
by Maude. 15th, February, the Turks Leld a
very strong position from Sannaiyat

to Shumran Bend, on thc left bank of the Tigris. To effect a
-crossing it was necessary to surprise the Turks. General
Maude engaged the Turks at Sannaiyat, and along the river
line between Sannaiyat and Kut ; he made all preparations
for crossing at Magasis near Kut and made the Turks believe
that the attempt wculd be made at that place. But he
recretly prepared his main ‘stroke, to be delivered at Shurmran
Bend. The Turks were taken by surprise and Maude crossed
‘the Tigris without difficulty.

15. The possibility of effecting surprise is always largely

a question of time, and Napoleon,

Mobility. the greatest exponent of strategic

surprise, was remirkable for the

1w1l’tness and rapldlty of his moves. The power of rapid

o t.is for vl strategy. A mobile army

can easily gain the initiative irom the opponent, if they are

less mobile,enemy’s movements can be anticipated and he ¢an

‘be surprised and forced to give way or to fight at a disad-
vantage.

16. Field Service Regulations says “ Mebility’ implies
‘the power to manoeuvre and ta act with rapidity and is the
«<hief means of elfecting surprise. ” Movement is the law of
strategy.

17. In the 18th. and 19th. centuries, the mobility used

to depend largely on the marching

ch::gl;;:::r :;'n Nsl::: ‘power.of t.he Army. After the Ulm

cess. campaign in 1805, the French - sold-

Jders,_used to- say that *“ The little

-corporal- has discovered' a new method of carrying on war =
be makes more use of our legs than our bayonets, ” Tofuepce -
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of Inarching power on success was great. 'In the retreat from
Mons to Marse in 1914, the British army covered 200 miles
in 13 days. * In regard to this march a German writer asserts
that he is unable to decide which is most worthy of admira-
tion, the strenuous endeavours of the German Ist. Army to
bring the British to stanstill and force them to fight or the
rapidity with which the British evaded the attempts of the
epemy. "

18. In this centnry, mobility deperds on two elemerts -
marching power of the army, ( marching mobility ) and the
of transporting the army { moUility as regards the transporta-
tion,) Troops may be moved much more expeditiously from
place to place by rail without their transport tban with it.

19. In this.campaign, the mobility of the British army
was dependant on the river transport-which was not adequate
in the beginning. The result was that as the operations were
pushed up the Tigris, the river transport could not cope up
with the situation. Butin 1917 and 1918 the mobility of the
British force was at its perfection and the result was the
destruction of the Turkish force in Mesopotamia. General
Maude could use the same dwidon on three different
fronts-on the Diala, on the Tigris and or the Eurhrates,
within a short period of 15 davs; and thus he was always
superior “ln nefbers to his enemy and crush him in details.
On the other hand, the immotility of the Turks, prevented
them from profitting by the dispersion of the British force—on
the North of Basra in 1914 and on the North of Bagdad in

1918,

20. In-these days armics are very particular about their
lines of communications. ‘' When

Lines of communi- two arn.es are manoeuvring agsinat
-cation, each other’s fanks or communi-
cations, that army whose flacks or

communicatiors are most immediately threatened will abandon
the.initiative and conofrm to the movements of itsadversary ”".
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‘Napoleon says “ the -.secreat ..of -war lies.in -the commfuni-
.qations ”’. In_.all. the. important .battles of.this campaipn,
.4bie principle . of strategy . was.always kept -in view by the
British Generals. - By their.bold tactics and 'sound strategy,
they-were able to threaten the lines of commuuications of the
“Turks, and, thus to force them either. to make-a hurried retreat
or fo capitulate themselves.

21. In the battle of Kut-Al-Amara General Townshead
threatened the lines of communi-
Battle of .Kut-al- cation of the Turkish force and thus
‘Amara. forced them to retirc towards Bagdad.
General Maude by his sound strategy
forced the Turks to form front to their flank and afterwards
threatened - their "line of communications. by crossing the
Tigris at Shumran Bend. Inall the enpagements above
Bagdad, British Generals tried to cut off the lines of
communications of the Turks and thus forced them to
. evacuate their strong positionsand to retire northwards er
‘10 get themselves surrounded. Ramradi, Khan “Bagdadi and
Fatha are the best illustrations of the attempts ‘against tHe
“lines of communications of the Turks.

22. But'¢are must always be taken that we should nét
beiindzced tosend smalldetachments |
‘Smalldetachments f,r ueh  purpesés; - because *such a
detailed for cuttmg e ... %
the line of small mhy be‘too weak

‘eations. . to-carry out its object, afid -that it
may be.of no.use-to: ~us-at -the time

of the. i i banle Such d T ts are always.injndicious
and dangerous. Nurruddin had sent a detachment of 2040
cavaley to cut off the line of communication of General
Townshead -on.the right bank of- the ‘Ligris at -the battle of
Kut=AT-Amara. This detachment could give some anxiety
to Téwnshead, but a British battalion at'the  base cduld: clreck
it success(ully. " On the other hand Nurruddin lost this :
cav-n]ry when the fate of the baitle was bemt. decided . on the
of ‘the Tigris. 1ti is genarally agrepd (;hat this
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cavalry would have checked the advance of the turning attack
of Townshéad, had it been in the reserve.

23, By errors of the Turks the British twice enjoyed the
advantages of being on the interior
lines in this ¢impaign, once on the
North of Basra in 1914 and the
second time on the North of Bagdad in 1917, Turkish armies
at both these places worked wholly on independent lines; they
never operated in combination; while the British pressed the
‘Turks at every point simultaneosly.

Interior and Exterior
lines.

24, “The interior position may be said to be held by
the army or group of armies which has its forces nearer to
one another in point of time . North of Bagdad the British
groups operating on the Diala, on the Tigris and Euphrates,
were near to each otber in point of time. Owing to construc-
tion of railways to Bakuba on the Diala, to Samara on the
Tigris and to Feluia on the Euphrates (rom Bagdad, the Bri-
tish could either unite the whole more rapidly than the l'urks
were able to collect their forces or could concentrate against
any portion of the Turkish front more qulckly than forces
can b assembled adequate to meet the blow or coiild promp—
tly mass troops against an attack. Again anotbér advantage
of interior lines to the British was that they could use the
same units.in seyeral localities, which was almost equivalen't
to an increase in the numerical aggregate of the force.

25. Politics should never interfere in the military

. operahons. Whenever politics inter-
Politics shotild never teres in the military operations, they
interfere in the mili- end in failures and disasters. By
tary operations. such jnterference there is always
uncertainty of aim and dispersion ;

the commandef is harassed and his at‘ention distracted from
his proper duties. “ An army said Macaulay has often
achieved success under a Jeader of moderate capacity but no
army has ever prospered under a debating society. It may
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be concluded, then, that it is wisest not to listed too much to
people, and ' to make war on paper ’ and that in war, s in
other affairs, the proverb holds good, ne sutor ultra
crepidam ",

26. General Townshead was forced to advance on

Caesiphone and to givea battle in
Advance on Ctesi- adverse circumstances iospite of the
phone. protests from him and General Nixon.
From milltary standpoint it was

unwise and hazardous to advance North of Kut, within
adequate transport and a weak force. But political reasons
interfered and the result was the hazardous battle of Ctesi-
phone, a retreat ot 90 miles, investment of the 6th. Division
in Kut and the surrender of that Division, which had un-
broken series of victories at their credit. Had General
Townshead not stopped his retreat at Kut, the result of this
interference of civil authorities in the military operations
would have been ‘the expulsion of the British out of
Mesopotamia, ’

27, After the surrender of General Townshead at Kut.
. ) Turkish politics interfered in_ the
ki»s')h“'e;ls;‘l’"c:rfp:“t’; ‘urkish military operations, and the
Persia. XHI Turkish Corps, which was
operating on the Tigris, was diverted
to Persia, to carry on operations the®™ with the
intention of creating troubles in Persia. Afghanistan and the
North-western frontier of India. The result was that the
XVIII corps could ot check the advance of General Maude
and the ruin of both the cnrps as they couid rot join hands
and were forced to operate on divergent lines. Had the XILI
corps been not diverted to Persia, the task of General Maude
would have been more difficult and the Turkish armies would
not have suffered the disaster they did in 1917.

- T Cr——
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Diary of Important Events
N

Mesopotamia Campaign.

e P————

1914.

1st November ~ Ambassadors of the Entente Powers left
Constantinople.

5th November ~ War was declared with Turkey.

6th. November Landing of British forces took place at Fao.

22nd November Basra was occupied by the British,

1915
9th April General Nixon arrived in Mesopotamia as
Commander—in—chief of the Mesopotamia
forces.
31st & 1st June Battle of Qurna.
3rd June Amara was oocupied by General Townshead,

26th to 28th }The batile of Ku-Al-Amara. The occupa-
September tion of Kut by the British forces.

21st November  Concentration of General Townshead's for-
. .+ ces at Lajj, for the advance up the Tigris,
towards Bagdad.

22nd to 25th Nov. The battle of Ctesiphone. The Turkish
reinforcements arrived; and Townshead
began his retreat.

1st December The action at Umm-el-Tabul.

3rd December  Townshead entered Kut.

7th December Kut was invested by the Turks.
1916

3rd January Concentration of the r:lieving force at Ali-



9th January

8th March

5th April
7th Aprit

9th April

17th April

24th April

29th April

June & July

August

13th December
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.Gharbi under the command of Genegal

Aylmer.

The British forced the passage of the Wadi
and the Turks retreated to Hanna. The
losses of the relieving force amounted to
6000 men-

General Aylmer's second attempt to relieve
Kut. Attack on Sinn position. The ope-
ration failed.

The British occupied the Hanna position.

The Turks were forced to retire from the
Falahiyat position upon the Sannaiyat Maze.

General Gorringe attacked the Sannaiyat
position, but failed to make progress.

Attempt to break through the Turkish tren-
ches at Sannaiyat was again made on both
sides of the river, but the attempt failed.
Paddle steamer Juluar- tried to run the
blockade but without success.

2070 British, 6000 Indians surrendered ‘at
Kut, after a seige of 147 days.

The time was devoted by the Bnhsh in
improving their transport ques‘hon by cons-
{ructing roads and railways. Qurpa and
Amara were joined up by railway, Nasriya
was linked up with Basra. The capacity
of the river transport was increased.

General F. S. Maude was appointed as the
Commander-in-chief of the Mesopotamia
forces. '

British offensive opened with a surprise
march on the Hai.



Janvwry

"10th February

11th to 15th
February

22nd February

23rd February

1st March
5th. March

7th-March
11th Macch

16th. March

"' 188 March
19th March

31st. Match
24th April

Close of April

”
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1917,

Khadairi Bend was in the British possession.
British altacks were delivered on the Dehra
Bend.

Dehra Bend was occupied by the British,
and the right bank of the Tigris was made
clear of the Turks.

British attacked the Sannaiyat position in
a big force, and a feint was made as if to
cross at Kut and Magasis.

British crossed the Tigris at Shumran Bend.

British forces occupied Aziziya,

General Marshall occupied Zeur, a_nd the
British cavalry occupied Laji.

British reached the Diala.

General Marshall and troops entered
Bagdad.

British occupied Mushahida, some ‘40 miles
North of Bagdad.

British occupied Bakuba on the Diala.
Feluja on the Euphfates was captured by
the British.

British captured the Deli Abbas position.
Samara, on the Tigris, was captured by the
British. .

The Turkish armies had been driven back
on divergent lines, and the British position
at Bagdad was safe and secure. Owing to
heat of -summer, the campaigning was
brought to an end for the time being. This
time was used to bring the supplies and
transport to 2 high pitch of perfection.



29th September

6th Novémber
18th Novembr

27th March

7 th May
23 rd. October

27th October

30th October

1st. November
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Ramadi on the Euphrales was caplured
by the British with 3500 prisoners, %nd
large-amount of war materials.
The British occupied Tekrit on the-Tigris.
General Maude died of cholera in Bagdad,
It whis an irreparable loss and a heavy blow
to the army of Mesopotamia and o the
British cause, General Marshall was
appointed as the Chief Commander in
Mesopotamia.

1918
General Brookings captured Khan Bagdadi
with 9200 prisoners including Nazim Bey,
the Turkish Commander.
British entered Kirkuk.
"Purkish position-at Fatah was enfiladed, and
so they were forced to retire at the conflu-
ence of the Tigris and Lesser Zab.
Turks fell back on the prepared. position. at
Shergat.
Turkish Commander Ismail Hakki syrren-
dered his total force with all their artille.y
train and administrative services.
Armistice was concluded. § As a precaution-
ary measure the British occupied Mosul in
November 1918 )
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Principles of War by Marshal Foch.

Rellections on the Art of War by Maj. General
Reginald Hart.

Modern strategy by Lt. Col. W. H. James.

My Campaign in Mesopolamia by Maj. General
Townshead.

The Campaign in Mesoootamia Vols¢ T, I, IIl, &
IV by Maj. General F. J. Moberly.

British Campaigns in the Near East Vols- I & II by
Edmund Dane.
D

Hislory of War by Buchan.

Tim_e's His:iory of War.

Direction'of War by Maj. General Bird.
Long Road to Bagdad by Edmund Candler.

A chapter of misfortune by Maj. General W. D.
Bird.

Out of My Life by Marshal Hindenburg.

My Memoirs by D'jemal Pasha.
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ERRATA.

ot
Page 4 Para 6 line 10 for nea read near
w 6 12 Marginal ent entry
note
w 9 » 2 line 19 ,, sudde nrise ,, sudden rise
w 11 o 5 23 , and " an
w 11 5 36 , loug long
w12, 6 4 ,, would , wournded
w 17 w 1 . 4 o onthe " the
o 19 w 7w 17 ., bigherup ,, higher up
w 19 » 8 Marginal »  full » fall
note
9 ‘ ., and interior ,, and exterior
16 .. 3 Consideralbe ,,Considerable
22 9 don » done
" _13 » belenms ,, bellums
18 ., 1 , happended , bapoened
2 2 ,, thier o their
n 8 . stemly . sternly
17 . 5 ., tke , the
9 6 , mvement , movement
21, 16 , stom » storm

This list shoul .Neated as either complete or exbaustive.
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