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PREFACE

.

This edition of the Raghunathabhyudaya is based upon
the copy of the work deposited in the Sarasvati Mahal Palace
Library, Tanjore. (No. 3722) Brahma&ii 8. Subrahmanya
Sastrigal of Tanjore, lent me his transcript of the work, on the
basis of which this edition was undertaken. Besides placing his
transeript at my disposal, he was kind enough to read through the
proofs. T take this opportunity to express my grateful thanks to

him for having so kindly helped me in this publication.

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS, )

T. R. CHINTAMANL
1st August, 1934. )



FOREWORD

.

This Epic poem dealing with historical events must be
welcome not merely to scholars of Sanskrit Literature but also
to students of Indian History. The work shows that the well-
known Purinas were not the only source for the Indian poets to
select their themes from. History interested the ancient Indian
talent as much as fiction. History is dealt with in this epic
in as fascinating a way as any fiction. The writer of the
poem is a lady, which gives additional importance to the work.
It is with great pleasure that I introduce this historical poem

to the world.

C. Koxuax Raja,

UNIVERSITY OF MADR4S, z
Reader in Sanskrit.

Ist August, 1934.
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INTRODUCTION

The Raghunithibhyudaya of Riamabhadramba was first
made known to the world by Dr. S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar in
his ¢ Sources of Vijayanagar History” and also by the late
lamented T. A. G-’)pin:\ﬂli.t Rao, in the ¢ Madras Christian
College Magazine” for 1917; but the work itself was not
available in print. This work is important in two respects.
First, it is by a lady and secondly it is a historical work.
Poetical compositions by ladies ave few in Sanskrit literature and
fewer still are historical works. The Raghunathabhyudaya shows
distinctive poetical merits and good historical sense. The facts

narrated herein are almost all of them borne out by other records.
The authoress was a mistress of Raghunitha Nayaka and
had therefore, first-hand information regarding the achievements
of Raghunitha. The biography is therefore trustworthy from a
historical point of view.

There was a galaxy of gifted and talented ladies in the court
of Raghundtha. One of them was BMadharavani, a highly
cultured lady, who wrote a compendium of the Ramayana.
Ramabhadramba’s fame as an authoress seems to have been
achieved even in the court of Raghunatha.

* Ramabhadrambd’s teacher was one Kalayya; and the
latter in one of his Telugu works—the Rajagopalavilasa—makes
areference to his pupil Ramabhadramba in the following words:—

DB TEE KoF &bs‘éb_easbs—bo&égxs&m 39 oboK
é’g@ R e SR AL AR Sl ] 3,805
Sr¥ oo nd s Sy ESmodHG 7o atox
2By BES o § TSI T W HGHH =

SOHRRT O ’o‘“t{mp‘t‘fzﬁaczm‘& I R Xyden ¥ads oy

D28V TY DrO¥E T 1 YOI

® 1 am indebted to Mr. M. Ramakrishna Kavi, M. A., for this information,
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These words ate put in the mouth of Vi_jay‘arighavaniyaka, the
successor of Raghunitha to the throne of Tanjore. The poet
voices forth the respect which the members of the royal house-
hold had for Ramabhadr@Zmbi. Several anecdotes are related
regarding the seholarship of Ramabhadr@mba. Once the king
in full cowt gave out the following pada of a verse—f
graraqirmas and asked the ladies assembled to complete it,
Ramabhadramba seems to have got up at once and completed
the verse as follows:—

& wfq @ fafavam & q gaaEsEe |
g 9ew: e ao 5 § SrammEarEed )

There were other equally gifted and talented ladies but their
names are not preserved to us.

The incidents mentioned in the work must have taken place
about 1620 A. D., and the date of the composition will fall some-
where near 1625 A. D.
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CONTENTS OF THE WORK

This sarga is given to a detailed description of the
Coladesa, its inhabitants etc. Reference is made
to the many works of Raghunatha®

This sarga gives a fair account of the city of
Tanjore, the capital of Coladesa.

Raghunatha Nayaka, the hero of the poem, is
portrayed in this sarga.

Some of the details of the daily routine of Raghu-
natha are set forth. The Kamalavilisa—a portion
of the palace is said to have contained the
audience chamber of the king.

The king is on the throne, attended by the kings
of Pandya, Simhala ete. Several princes of the
North were present in the -court through their
representatives. Panditas well-versed in the
various Sastras and poets of eminence were also

present.

While the king is in court the bards sing the
praises of the king, during which they refer to'the
ancestry of theking. One of the ancestors of the
king was Timma ; his queen was Bayyamamba.
Cevva was their son; he built the big gGpura for
the God at Tiruvannimalai; at Vryddhdcalam
he eonstructed a gopura and a dhvajastambha ;
the steps and the outer wall in the temple at
Siiaila were built under his orders; oun the
banks of the Kaveri he built several temples and
endowed several agraharas. Cevva’s queen was
Murtyamba, sister of the queen Acyutariya.
Prince Acyuta was born to Cevva and Murtyamba .
Acyuta too like his father built several temples.
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The golden vimina over the shrine of Sriranda-
nitha at Srivaniga was constructed by him; at
Ramedvara his bounties were many; several
dands, including the tul@pliruga were performed
by him ; and many were the agrahfrds th;.xt. were
endowed by him. Acyuta’s queen again was

® known as Murtyambikd. They were for long
without any issue and after a good deal of tapas
Lord Raghuniitha was pleased to favour them
with a son of unparalleled greatness and he was
Raghunidtha, the hero of the poem. Many were
the auspicious signs that attended the birth of
Raghuniitha. -

santo VIL  Verses 1-33 describe the personal beauty of
Raghunatha Nayaka in great detail. Acyuta had
him married to the daughter of the Pandya king
and then wanted to make him Yuvardja. The

proposal was received with acclamation by the
ministers and other officials of the state and the
ceremony was duly performed.

About this time Venkatadevariya was at war with
the Parasikas and he was in difficulties regarding
the safety of the Karata empire. e therefore
applied to Acyuta and requested him to lend the -
services of his son Raghunatha. Acyuta offered
to come himself with enough men and money
but Venkata insisted on having Raghunatha, who
alone, though youug, had the capacity to rout
out the Yavanas. At last Acyuta sent Raghunatha
with Veilkata with a large vetinue. Raghunitha
went to Candragiri and thence to Penugonda.
The enemies of the Karndta eountry - were
terrified to hear that Raghundtha was on the scene
in defence of the emperor. Many of them took to
their heels, though a few put up some resistance.
The Murasas in the fortresses at Ballalapura and
other neighbouring places opposed Raghun3tha
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but were defeated ignominiously. Raghunatha
thus saved the Karn@ta empire from its enemies.

In the court of Venkata, Raghundtha came to
understand that the king of Tundira, Krsnapa
Nayaka by name, was suffering untold miseries in
prison under the orders of Veinkata. Raghunatha
had him liberated and in gratitude Krsnapa had
his sister married to Raghunitha. With glory
and a newly wedded wife Raghundtha set to
return to his native place. Acyuta, hearing of
the return of his son, went a considerable dis-
tance to meet him, and brought him back home.

Canto VIIL. Once while Raghunatha was in court there came to
him some Brahmans requesting protection from
one Colaga who could not be conquered by men
like Vitthala, since he had obtained the favour of
Bhairava. Colaga was like Ravana, molesting
all people around, carrying away chaste ladies ;
and countless were his misdeeds. At that moment
the king of Nepila along with his relatives was
awaiting audience with the king. When he was
admitted to the court he narrated the extent to
which his ancestors were indebted to Raghu-
natha’s ancestors. Ever since the Parangis came
to the island of Nepala they were being repulsed
by the kings of Nepala and that was the main
cause of enmity between the Parangis and the
king of Népala. They captured the city of the
king of Nepala by foul means. He thercfore
requested the lelp of Raghundtha in driving
away the Parangis. Raghunitha readily con-
sented to help the king of Nepdla in getting back
his kingdom. While this conversation was going
on, there arrived from the court of the Karniita
emperor some Brahmans with important
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information.  They told Ragh;mfithu that
Veinkatadevariya was dead and that his son
St Rangandtha was crowned king. Jaggarija
was against the monarch and one night, along
with his younger brother he entered the palace
of the king and wmassacred the entire family

*  of the monarch, women and children included.
A washerman was able to save stealthily a young
child of the king. *Some of the followers of the
late king wanted to vetaliate on Jaggardja and
they were there to request the help of Raghunatha.
The king readily consented to help them and
made preparations at once to proceed against
Colaga, the Paraigis and Jaggaraja. Colaga got
afrald of Raghunitha and sought the help of
Krgnapa. Though the ministers of Krsnapa
advised him not to join hands with Colaga against
Raghundtha, who was responsible for his release
from the prison of Veilkatadevaraya, Krsnapa did
join Colaga. Colaga was secure in an island in the
sea, but Raghunatha had a bridge constructed and
crossing the sea defeated Colaga, and took him
prisoner.  The ladies in the harem of Colaga
begged for the life of Colaga and in response
Raghunatha desisted from killing him, but took
him prisoner and confined him to his own Jail.
Krsnapa seeing the fate of Colaga fled from the
field as fast as his horse could carry him.

Canto  IX. After the suppression  of Colaga, the king of
Nepala reminded the king of his own difficulties,
Raghunitha immediately set out towards that
kingdom, crossed the seas by the bridge of boats
constructed by his engineers, defeated the
. Paraigis completely and vestored the lost king-
dom to the king of Nepala.
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Meanwhile the spies of the king came and told him
that in the west the king of the Pandya and
Tundira have formed a coalition against him.
Raghunitha, on hearing this, proceeded against
them and met them in battle at Topar.

Canto  X. The combined armies of the Pindyas and others
sustained severe defeat at Topiir and the soldiers
ran  for théir lives. Jaggaraja appeared on
the scene and was defeated and ultimately killed
with his followers. On the death of Jaggardja,
the lords of Piandya and Tunpdira disappeared
from the field. Ravilla Venka and Makarija
followed suit. Raya Dalavay Cefica who had
never  before  been in a  battle-field fled
from the field in sheer fright, on seeing the
corpses of the kings. The king of the Pandyas
was ultimately captured but was magnanimously
released by Raghunatha. The lord of Tundira
after his signal defeat at the hands of Raghu-
natha began to muster forces and start hostilities
against him, afresh. Raghunatha was requested
by his envoys to send out an army against
Krsnapa, the lord of Tundira and he did accord-
ingly. Raghunatha then shifted to Tiruvaiyar,
marching along the banks of the Kaveri and there
awaited the result of the expedition sent by him.
The soldiers who marched against Krsnapa
captured several [ortresses like Bhuvanagiri and
finally returned victorious. Raghunitha too re-
turned to Tanjore on receipt of this information.

Canto XI. Herein we find a minute description of the
accomplishments of the ladies in the court of
Raghunatha. They could compose in various
languages ; could complete any incomplete verse;
could compose at the rate of a hundred verses per
ghatik; could wield the pen with equal facility
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in eight languages; there ere some who could
expound the Vaisesika and Vyakarana $astra;
there were many who could interpret in a beauti-
ful manner the works of eminent poets; some of
them were proficient in what is usually referred
« to as Ravanahasta. Raghum’iﬂla made suitable

presents to them.

Canto XIT. The accomplishments of the ladies in the matter
of dancing and staging dramas are set forth in
this canto. The names of several riagas they
sung and the names of dances they danced are
also given.
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