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INTRODUCTION.

This is a small chronicle in Marathi recorded in Modi script
available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library Madras,
bearing No. M. 195. This is one of the many collections of Marathi
manuscripts, collected by Col. Mackenzie, during his term of
office as Surveyor-General in the service of the Mysore Government.

This contains nearly 369 pages of quarter size, neatly hound. Tt
may be observed that more than two scribes arc employed for

transcribing the manuscript. The name of the author or the
date on which the original was written and other particulars are
not mentioned. A few folios which were damaged have been recon-
ditioned. The manuscript contains a large number of unfamiliar
words, phrases and abbreviations in  Persian and  Arabic
languages. The chronicler uses morc than two calendars in dating
the episodes and occurances alluded to in this work. It should be
borne in mind that chronicles in general, like this chronicle,
contain a large number of mistakes, both grammatical and literary
and this is only a sample to show to the student of history the way
in which chronicles in Marathi were produced in the last two
centuries. This is a true reproduction in Devandgari characters
without any omissions and commissions. The manuscript is neither
punctuated nor paragraphed. At times the descriptions of events
are not properly arranged according to their dates.

This record contains more particulars regarding the Maratha
rulers than that of the Pegvas. The latter part is very briefly
dispensed with.  The manuscript begins with the origin of
the Bhonsles. The geneology of this clan mentions the various
names of the forefathers of Shivaji the Great. Detailed
description about Shaji, Shivaji the Great, Sambaji, Rajaram and
others are given. The chronicler describes the birth, boyhood,
campaigns, wars, sieges, conquests, comstruction of forts and
males mention of the names of the cities, towns and temples by
Shivaji. The arrest and imprisonment of Shiv@ji by the Mogul
Emperor, and how he escaped, have been very graphically
described.  The episodes relating to Afsalkhan and Shaistkhan are
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also mentioned. The coronation of Shivaji and the amount spent
on that occasion and something about his administration are also
described.  The last days of Shivaji, the intrigues in the Maratha
court to eliminate Sambaji from his legitimate clairn to the throne
.of his father and how finally he succeeded in securing the throne,
form the last events in the chronicle regarding Shivaji the great.
The trial of Sambiaji by the Mogul Emperor and his execution are
very concisely dealt with. A few references are made about ‘fhc
unsettled condition of the Maratha state during the administration
of Sambaji and his minister Kalush.

A few brief references are made about the Pesvas which are
of minor importance.

In the last page of the manuscript a brief reference about
the dates.of birth and death of the Maratha saint and poect
Jfanadev are given.

This manuscript is a transcription of an original owned by
one Bachoba Putniker, a resident of Poona. It is stated that the
«clerks Narayana Rao and Ananda Rao in the scrvice of Col.
Mackenzie, the Superintendent in the service of the Mysore
Government were responsible for transcribing the original manus-
cript. The name of the author of the original or his place of
residence or his date and such other particulars are not provided.
The original manuscript is said to have been in the possession of
Bachoba Putniker residing at Poona. The record was said to
have been transcribed on the 25th day of July 1870 while camping
at Poona. My thanks are due to Sri. K. T. Rao, Marathi Pandit
of this Library for preparing the press copy of the manuscript and
going through the proofs. ’

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Madras Curator,

Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts

Library, Madras.



SYNOPSIS

This small chronicle in Marathi recorded in Modi clmrdcrers
deal with the history of the first two Maratha rulers namely Siv aji
and Sambaji and very little is said about the Pedvas, The episodes
mentioned in the chronicle may not be of any new additions to
the facts already available. Long list of names of persons and
places, who took active part with Sivaji and Sambdji in their
various campaigns are alluded to in the chronicle.

The chronicle contains long and incomplete sentences, des-
criptions, expressions and words spelt erroncously. In
order to facilitate easy location of the some of the Historic
episodes their contents are given in English in a concise manner
with their corresponding pages where they occur. As stated in
the introduction, this is a chronicle without author and no
authenticity could be guaranteed for the episodes and the names
of persons mentioned in it. In the last part of the original record
it is stated that this chronicle was possessed by one Baccoba a
resident of Poona and transcribed by the clerks of Col. Mackenzie.
The chronicler has not expressed his identity or the sources of
information he obtained for recording the chronicle. This is
only an attempt to publish some of the chronicles available in
this Library.

(pages 1—6) The first forefather for the so called Prathapa
Vaméavali of the Bhonsle family, was said to be a person called
Babaji Bhonsle, a patil of villages Hinganee, Devool, and Bardey
51tuated in Poona District. He had two sons named $aji and Serfji.
Scrf]z had two sons called Thirumbakji and Umaji. The younger
brother Vittshji had eight sons’and the names of only two sons are
mentioned as Keloji and Mandaji respectively. Since Kelgji was
a playful child during his boyhood, he was called so. On account
of some unknown reasons the abovesaid two brothers resigned the
services of Mansubdar and migrated to Daulatabad. They settled
at Sindeegad. Lukji Jadave a Deémuk of that place appointed
the two brothers in his estate. Malgji had no children. His wife
prayed to the Peer of Ahamadnagar to bless her with a son.
When a son was born to her, the child was christened as Saji,
in gratefulness of the blessings of the Peer.
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Lukji Jadave had also no children and afterwards a daugh/tellj
was born to him and the child was called Jija Bai. When Sﬁ]}
was five years old he was taken to a feast in the house of Lukji
Jadave. Jadave being pleased with the beauties of both tl?c
children, expressed that il they are wedded together they will
form a good match. On that occasion Malaji declared that he
has become a close relation to Jadave Rio. The proposal made
by Jadave Rao was not approved but was resented by the lu.d‘ics
of Jadave Rao. The two brothers were removed {rom the service
and was asked to leave the village. They left for a village called
Veril and narrated the Patil what had taken place. The two
brothers were ardent devotees of God diva. They secured a big
treasure trove and with that they had a militia of their own.
They wanted to revenge Lukji Jadave. While they werc march-
ing against Jadave Rao they hunted certain pigs and cast them
in a Masjid with labels tied round the neck; of the pigs mentioning
the injustice done to them by Lukji Jadave. The Badéa, t,hcn
requested Jadave Rao to give his daughter in marriage to Saji;
and the brothers were appointed as Mansubdars. They then settled
at Daulatabad. When $aji was twenty five years of age his father
died. At that time the Bad$a of Daulatabad commitied suicide
leaving his two infant sons. As there were no proper persons to
administer the Sultanate, Sambaji Anant a Brahmin was appointed
as a regent. Sambdji Anant reconmmended Saji Bhonsle fo be
appointed as a Mansubdar and requested him to take charge of the
military administration of the Sultanate. From this onwards the
Bhonsles became powerful persons at Daulatabad.

(p. 6—9) Lukji Jadave was not pleased with this arrange-
ment. He invited the Badéa of Delhi io invade Daulatabad.
Lukji met the armies of Badda on the banks of Narmada and pro-
ceeded against Daulatabad.  Saji inferring the danger made
arrangements to send all the ladies to places of safety. At that
time Jija was pregnant, and could not withstand the strain of the
rapid march of the horsemen. She was said to have been deserted
on the way; and was picked up by the men of Lukji and removed
to Fort Savaneri. A few days afterwards & son was born to her.
This child was no other than Sivaji, the hero of the chronicle.
The child was said to have been born on the bright part of Vaisak
month of Salivahana x149.
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On the 3oth day of Badrabad monthin 1556 Salivahana
'éaji weighed himself against gold and distributed the same to
Brahmins. This was said to have been done on the banks of
river Bhima in the village Nageer. This village aftcrwards was
renamed as Tulapur.

éiviji was entrusted to the care of Dadaji Gond Deve, 2
Kulkarni of Hingani village. He taught Sivaji all the requisite
knowledge.

(p. 10—12) As per the wish of Si]f Sivaji and his mother
were brought to Poona. Sivaji rendered many meritorious deeds
and constructed and captured many hill forts. Their names are
given in detail. aji remarried again onc Thuka Bai and he got a
son. He was named as Ekoji.  $aji led an expedition as per the
request of the Naick ruler of Trichinopally against the Naick Raja
of Tanjore. Saji defeated both the Naick and took ion of
Tanjore and left the country to the care of EkGji. ji
violated the wish of Dadaji Gond Deve, the latter is said to have
died by poisoning himself.

(p. 13—15) Sivaji appointed trustworthy friends as officers
in the forts captured by him; and settled at Poona. In turn
Aurangazeeb and the Sultan of Bijapur wanted to subduc Sivaji,
for he was resenting and discarding their orders.

(p- 16—19) The battle between Sivaji and Candra Rao Moreg
is described graphically. Afsal Khan was sent with the mission of
subduing Sivaji.

(p. 20—23) The cpisode relating to the assasination of Afsal
Khan is described. The dead body of Afsalkhan was said to have
been removed to Tulajapur. S$ivaji last no time in strengthening
the forts he has conquered. The names of the forts are given.

(p- 24—26) The battle between Sivaji and Side Dalal and
Farazkhan are described. The episode relating to the flight of
Saisttakhdn is also described.

(p- 27—28) Aurangazech being ecnraged at the insuli done
Saisttakhan, despatched a big army under Ram Singh to capture
Sivaji and all the forts owned by him. Dalal Khan besieged Fort
Purandar and the history relating to the agreement made between
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S'ivaji to go over to Delhi to meet Aurangazeb to answer all Fhe
charges levelled against him. The names of the persons who
marched along Sivaji to Delhi are mentioned. Some of them are
Thirambak Panth, Niraji Raoji, Prathapa Rao Guzar, aufl t_)vt-hers.
The cpisode relating to the courtat Delhi and how S,.w_a.]_l and
Sambaji were imprisoned are told in great ‘length. S'ivaji and
Sambaji were said to have been kept within the well guarded
buildings.

(p. 30—32) S'ivaji managed to escape along_ with his son
Sambaji. Other friends of theirs also joined them in the outskirts
of Delhi. The names of places they travelled and the persons
they encountered are also told here. It is stated t_hat since
Sambaji could not bear the strain of travelling, was left 1.11 t.:'harge
of Nanaji Viévanath, a Brahmin residing at Varnadi. S’l\'ﬁJl and
the party reached Rai Gad. Sambaji also returned to Ra_l Gad.
Nanaji was richly presented by Sivaji for the act of kindness
done by him.

(p. 33—38) While camping on the banks of Thungabhadra
S%ji had a fall from the horse during hunting and died. The con-
quests by S'ivaji and his warfares are vividly described. Sivaji
was said to have travelled to the far South up to Rameéwaram.
After the ceassation of hostilities Sivaji set right the machinery
of administration of the country; and appointed trustworthy
persons as the Managers of the Forts under him. Sivaji celebrated
his thread marriage ceremony and coronation in a most befitting
manner. The amount spent on those occasions are given in detail.
Sivaji weighed himself against gold and distributed the same
to various Brahmins.

(p. 46—57) While Sambaji was at Fort Panal, Akbar Sa one
of the sons of Aurangazeb reqested the protection of the Marathas
and as per his request was allowed to reside at Jaipur. Sambaji was
not ir. good terms with Sivaji. Sivaji constructed many more
forts and equiped them with men and materials. The names of
the forts are given in detail.  After a brief illness Sivaji breathed
his last at 2 o'clock on a full moon day in the month of Caitra in
Raudrinama Samvatsaram in S.S. 1602. The condition of the
State and the administration of the country was in a most
unsatizactory manner. Intrigues and foul plays were rampant
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in the Court. The powerful officers formed in groups and wanted
to rule as they liked. Sambaji was away and a few interested
persons wanted Rajaram to ascend the Maratha throne. Sambaji
was more powerful and put down all the rivals and ascended the
throne. Rajaram fled away to Jinji.

(p- 56—62) Sambaji conferred rich presents and responsible
posts to his friends. Kavi Kalush became the adviser to
Sambaji. The public resented the administration of Sambiji.
Trustworthy [riends deserted him. Aurangazeeb despatched a
big army to subdue the Marathas. Sambaji and his infant son
Sahu were betrayed by Kavi Kalusu. They were arrested and
brought before the Emperor at Delhi. The episode relating
to the trial of Sambaji and beheadment by Aurangazeeb is des-
cribed.  After some years Sahu was relcased and he became the
ruler of the Marata Country and died in S. S. 1672. Then Balaji
Biji Rao became the first Pedwa. In the Battle at Paniput
Visvanath Rao son of Balaji Baji Rao died. Ragunath Rao
became the next Pedwa. Rajaram returned from Jinji. He died in
the S. S. 1683; and his wife Rama Bai ascended the pyre of
Réajaram.
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