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FOREWORD

Kaliadasa is known to the general reader
by his plays Sakuntala and Vikramorvasi;
but he was a poet as well as a dramatist. Two
of the best Sanskrit epics are from his pen_the
Racuvamsa and the KUMARASAMBHAVA. The
RaGguvamsa deals with the inexhaustible story
of Rama and of his -“ancestors, This beautiful
poem has a Tamil rendering by Arasakesari, a
nephew of Pararajasekhara, King of Jaffna. Every
Jafina Tamil ought to be proud of his literary
achievement and ought to be familiar with its
contents, But unfortunately like so many other
works in Tamil, this is also in poetry and the
average reader may not possess sufficient knowledge
to understand Tamil classics. It is a sad fact
that Tamil still suffers from a lack of really
good books in prose. So we are indebted to the
late lamented Sri-la.Sri A, Kumaraswamippulavar
of Chunnakam for a prose version of RagHU-
vamsA, The author had a good knowledge of
Sanskrit and had read the poem in the original,
As to his learning in Tamil he was one of tha
very few Jaffna Pundits whose works were known
to and appreciated by the great scholars in
South India.

I have read through this book carefully and
I can recommend it wholeheartedly.

The book is suitable to be used as a text-
book in schools. In fact it is far superior to
many of the text.books now in use in schools, -

_ FRANCIS KINGSBURY
Colombo } LECTURER IN TAMIL
January, 1930 UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
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