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FOREWORD

By J. V. Cupruam, Esq, M. A, 7. P,
Retired Vice-Principal, Jaffna College.

I have gone over Pundit A. S. Nagalingampillay’s
Sen Tamil Poompelil earefully and find it an excellent an-
thology of prose and verse. Besides selections from Tamil
classical poems, the author has included an original con-
tribution of high merit in verse composed by himself on
the Awakening of Mother Lanka., There are also selections
from the works of living writers,

I am especially pleased with the prose section. I
have long desired that Tamil prose writers should adopt
a simpler style, using simple diction, uninvolved constru-
ctions, and shorter sentences. For, it must be remembered
prose is mainly intended to be a vehicle for imparting
information and instruction, and should, therefore, be
written clearly and lucidly. Modern English prose is written
on this principle. I am glad to note, therefore, that the
author has achieved this ideal, He does not use unneces-
sarily difficult words, his constructions are not complicated,
and his sentences are of moderate length, Very often
he uses short sentences effectively to emphasise his points,

The author has furnished a paraphrase of the verse
selections in Tamil, and also an English translation, which
would be found useful to pupils in English schools,

I heartily recommend the use of this anthology in
English and Tamil schools.

As for the author, he is a Tamil scholar of wide
and accurate knowledge of Tamil Language and Literature.

J. V. CHELLIAH,

Vaddukoddai, }
Dec. 27, 1936.
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