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Navaratri
(Nine nights of pujas for Shakti)

This event takes place during September-October period
each year, The asuras were inflicting great hardship on human beings.
The people complained to the Divine Mother to exterminate the asuras.
The Divine Mother wanted three properties with which she was able to
tackle the asuras. These properties were Ccourage, wealth and knowledge.
These aspects of the divine mother which she already possessed had to
be polished and rejuvenated with pujes which were performed, divided
into three nights for each aspect. The first three nights were for
Durgha, goddess of courage, the middle three nights were for pujas to
lekshimi, the goddess of wealth, the last three days were for Sarasvati,
goddess of knowledge. When these nine days of pujas were over, the
divine mother with the three instruments of courage, wealth and know-

" Jedge attacked and destroyed the asura on the tenth day lnown as

i

Vi jayadasami (das-tenth) which is celebrated among the Andhras, and

as Dasara festival in Mysore and other parts of India. This day was
also known as man-avpu which means slaughtering an evil containing

deer with an arrow, this exscution is Wmﬁmonéma nowadays by the cutting
of plantain trees witd & ihife denoting tne slaughter of the asura or
destruction of evils,
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