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FOREWORD

5 by
K. S. ARULNANDHY, M.Sc; (LoND.)
(RETIRED DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION) |
SENIOR LECTURER, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,
UNIVERSITY OF CEYLON,

It is with unusual pleasure that I have undertaken to
write this foreword to the poeticul work of Somasundara
Pulavar, entitled Namahal Puhalmalai.

About (Vluarter of a century ago, when I was a young
officer in/the , Department of Education, I once heard
the authJr himself sing the first stanza, at the. commence-
ment of/ a meeting, in adoration of Namahal the Tamil
Goddess "of Learning. Until I saw the present work

“a few days ago, I did not realize that it was his own

composition. As a matter of fact, I was all along under
the impression that a great unknown poet of olden time had
gomposed it. The music of its words and the beautiful
sentiments they convey indelibly forced it into my memory,
and I used to repeat it to myself ever afterwards and
would never get tired of doing so. This surprisingly plea-
sant and unexpected revelation and the consequent realiza-
tion that Namahal Puhalmalai is the cumulative product
of many years of poetic effervescence givey’ me an added
pleasure in writing this foreword.

The entire work is resplendent with captivating melo-
dies, novel and apt similies and metaphors, copious yet
appropriate allusions to Hindu mythology and ancient his-
tory of the Tamil land, familiar, homely and at the same
time elegant words and phrases, and above all a rich and
sustained variety of all these and yet other beauties ex-
quisitely combined, as can only be combined by a poet
wild a scholar both in one, to produce a magnificent Cas-
talian garland of variegated stanzaic flowers.
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The author, like most other poets of renown, began
to lisp in numbers in his boyhood and continues to do so
to this day in his 72nd year inspite of infirmities of old
age and failing health. Science is yet unable to tell us
which contributes more to the development of personality,
heredity or environment. ~Whatever may be the truth,
Somasundara Pulavar has been the fortunate recipient of
hereditary poetic talent and, along with it, of a stimula-
ting scholarly environment.

I commend the book to all young students of Tamil.
There is so much to learn from it especially with the aid
of the clear and concise explanatory notes provided therein
by the author’s daughter-in-law, Pandithai B, Parameswary,

herself no mean Tamil scholar. i

K. S. Arulnandhy
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