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INTRODUCTION

Kalidasa is justly regarded as the greatest of Indian
poets and dramatists. His works have been translated not
only into many of the Vernacular languages of India, but
also into Eng. German, French, Danish, Italian, Swedish ete.
They are read in the original Sanserit with greater eriti-
cal acumen and their translations afford delight to a-
larger number of readers. It is no small honour to the
poet that eminent orientalists like Sir. Willliam Jones,
Prof. Wilson, Prof. Lassen, Chery, Prof. M. Williamg’ Mons.
Fauche and also Poet Goethe, Schegel and Alexander von
Humboldt have assigned him a very high position amon-
gst the glorious company of the “Sons of Song”. ‘

The personal history of the poet whose works command
the esteem of the learned of all nations is almost a blank.
No great reliance can be placed on the many popular le-

- gends current in the country concerning the poet. They .

have no historical value, His birth place still remains a
mystery. Some Scholars conclude that it must be some-
where in Cashmere in the north while others locate it in
the South (Rajputana). There is great uncertainty about
the time he lived. The popular belief is that he lived
in the time of king Vikramaditya who after defeating the
Scythiang (sakas) established the Sumvat Era which is
said to have commenced 56 B. C. Various other dates
like the second ‘half of the 2nd Century, the fifth, ~the
sixth, the seventh and the 1lth centuries A. D, are men-
tioned as the ago of the poet, It is even contended that
Kalidasa is not the real name of the poet, but the suar-
name assumed by him subsequent to his getting boons
from the Goddess Kali.

Almost all the works of Kalidasa are .widely read. Of
all his poems Meghaduta is the best, just as the Sakaun-



tala 1s the best of hix dramas. The Meghaduta i pures
¥ a love-song. Mons. Fauche thinks “there is nothing
so perfect in the elegiac literature of Europe as the
Meghaduta of Kalidasa”. That it is a favourite study of
the Indian scholars (not to speak of the many Baropean scho-
lars) will appear from the fact that it has ‘more than 20
commentaries and many glosses. -

The subject of the poem 18 simple and ingehious:—
“A yaksha a divinity of an tnferior order, an attendant
upon the god of riches, Kuvera, and one of a class which,
as it appears from the poem, is characterised by a bene-
volent spirit, a gentle temper, and an affectionate dispo.
sition, has incurred the displeasure of his sovereign, and
has been condemned by him to a twelvemonth’s exile
from his home. In the solitary but sacred forest in which
he spends the period of his banishment, the Yaksha’s
most urgent care is to find an opportunity of conveying
intelligence and consolation to his wife; and in the wilder-
ness of his grief, he fancies that he discovers a friendly
messenger in a cloud one of those noble massges which
seem aimost instinct with life as they traverse a tropical
sky in the commencement of the monsoon, and move with
slow and solemn progression from the equatorial ocean to
the suows of the Himalayas. In the spirit of this bold
but unnatural personifization, the Yaksha addresses the
cloud, and entrusts to it the message he yearns to des-
pateh to the absent object of his attachment. He descri-
bes the direction in which the cloud is to travel— one
marked out for it, indeed, by the eternal laws of nature;
and takes this opportunity of alluding to the important
scenes of Hindu mythology and tradition;— not with tho
dulness of prosaic detail, but with that true poetic pencil
which, by a few happy touches, brings the subject of tho
description vividly before the mind’s eye. Arrived at the
end of the journey, the condition of his betoved wil - is
the theme of the exile’s anticipations, and is dwelt vpon
with equal delicacy and truth; and the poem terminatos
with the message that is intended to assuage her gvicg
and animate her hopes. The whole of this part of the
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composition is distinguished by the graceful expression of
natural and amiable feelings, and cannot fail to leave a
favourable impression of the national character; whilst the
merely descriptive portion introduces the student to a
knowledge of a variety of objects of local, traditional, and
mythological value with which it is his duty to become
familiar.” ........ v e Prof. .Wilson,

Meghaduta-Karikai is the name of the Tamil translat-
ion of this poem. It is so called because it narrates the
story of a cloud being sent as a messenger and is composed
in Karikoi metre; known in Tamil as s levdaal g menp,
The translation has been effected with great care and
skill retaining the spirit and beauties of the original and pos-
sessing ‘all the grace and sweetness of Tamil dietion, and
thereby revealing the great ability of the translator as a
poet and scholar,

The late Srimat A. Kumaraswamy Pulavar of Chunna-
kam, Jaffna, the author of this Tamil poem was born in
1854 and died in 1922, He contributed immensely ‘o the fur-
therance of Tamil studies and its enrichment by bringing
out revised and improved editions of many Tamil trea-
tises, by original compositions, and by translations, critical
notes and reviews. In addition to his great scholarship
and poetic "genius, he possessed to a remarkable degree
the rare gift of keen critical acumen. He was widely
known throughout Tamilakam.
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NOTES

Stanza 1, Chitrakuta is a mountain in Bundelkhand,
now known by the name of Comptah and is still a place
of sanctity and pilgrimage. The view is also held by
some scholars ' that the mountain referred to in the ori-
ginal poem is the modern Ramtek near Nagpur.

The Yaksha whose duty it was fto bring lotuses to
Kuvera every morning for the worship of Siva, unwilling
to leave his wife carly in the morning brought on one
occasion tho lotuses required for the next day’s puja in
the provious night., Kuvera while performing the Siva-
puja was stamgr in the finger by a bee hidden in one of
the flowers, Il thorefore sentenced the servant to under-
o one years oxilo. This is one account of how the
Yaksha got. this «auid,

Stanza 8. Alaka is the capital ¢f Kavera and the re-
andenco  of his dependent duties,

10, '_I‘he chataka is a bird supposed to drink no water
but rain-water. .

12, Kailasa is a mythological mountain; but the name
is also applied to the lofty range that runs parallel to
the Himalayas on the noérth of the chain. The lake Ma-
nasa lies beiween the two ranges; and it is quite true
that it is the especial resort of the wild grey goose at
the beginning of the rainy seasoun.

15. The geographical part of the poem row begius,
and it seems to be very accurately conceived.

The siddhas (#§as%) are originally human beings but
who by devout meditation have attaiped superhuman po-
wers and a position intermediate between men and gods.
They inhabit the upper regions of the air,

fanswntens Fach of the eight points of the compass has
according to the Hindus, a regent or presiding deity. Each
of these deities also has his male and female elephant.

St. 16, It was necessary for the cloud to begin the

journey by moving towards the east in order to get round
the lofty hills,

Indra’s bow is the rainbow.

St. 18. Amrakuta is the modern Amarkantaka from which
the river Narmada rises, and which forms the eastern part
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e noveh side’ of the' Vindhya ehain and
. }liil_uf' little eleration.

Howers in. Hlieir ‘offerings and’ fostivals,

. the Vindhyos Detween

' liointended to giye in Ima

of 'thie Vindhya mountains. The term Arnarakuta means the

Mungo Peak and  refers to the, abiddncs  of mango trees

in itz slopes,’ : il 2 ]
8t, 23, o fens i5 the modern -Bhilr_s& in, the province of
Malva . Ib is situated on the river | Vatvavati. '
Bt 24, The Gagfasd is the nodern’ Botwa. It ipsesion
. : pursuing i N
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St 26, symEBpaer; Ayiuti 18 the :
North of the Nurmada, Its eapital  wos Ujiayini * (or the.
fodarn) Uijein) also called. Avanti) v Avantipures  andd

Visal eituated. on the Sipre. Ib 48 the Wastarn part of
Malva. Here wae the fimous eourt of the King Vikrema-
difva whose contl-poet was Kalidasa., The poet on dccount
of his ‘purtiality for bhe ! place malkes the  elond (roke o
civenitons path, in ordar that He might Luve an opportn-
nity ‘of ‘describing its benuties, A
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St 24 | The synonyms of Ujjein - are ‘here ennmerpbed;
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Bt 30, The story 'of Udayana or Vaegarajy as) hiel s
also named is thue teld:—Chundamihasena was a goveraign
of Ujjayini, who had a dauehter named Yasavapatte whon

rriags to & King named Haojaya.
[n the meantime the Princess sees the figure of Vagsaraja
jufa droam and becomes enamoured of him. Bhe eontrives
to inform him of her love, and he  carrieg her off, from
War fathior and his rival, In some #ccount of thigh story
tho name of the King of Ujjeiny or | Avanti 6 |pivan: ns
Pradyotn, But Pradyota wos ghe ' King of Magadhn  who
fiad u dunghter named Padmivsli whom King Viatsa mnr-
ried a9 his’ gedond wife., = ;

gt 81, mwsufom:—Rendeved fragrant liy “eontact  with
tita exguisita smell of the lotuk, figny = growing in the witer.

wspd: | Great river. The river - alluded to here 18 the
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. st 57, srud is a fabulous bird with 8 legs and of 2

fierce untractable nature, It is supposed to be stronger
than a lion:

The poet very appropriately makes mention of the hail-
stones (sérweny) here. The cloud is moving in a very
cold region aud its minute water particles are at once
changed into hailstones.

St. 58, & Cuws:—ungk, The place mentioned here may
refer to the neighbouring hill at Haridwara known as
“Haraka Pairi” the foot of Hara or Siva. _

St. 60. The Krauncha is a pass somewhere in the
Himalayas. \ ‘

St. 61. Kailasa as it appears here is a part of the
Himalayan Range, ,

ord&dr—Ravana. The allusion is to Ravan’s attempt at re-
moving the Mount Kailash from its site. His attempts
were unsuccessful. ‘ .

St. 64. Cang-—-Sharp point. wiSrseemgd Ep+Hp@L36
san'iunt =They will detain you to do the office of 2 shower-
bath,

St. 65. unarranad (wrarsGriagd) is a celebrated lake
situated in the centrs of the Himalaya Mountains and was
said to be the source of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra.

St. 66. The geographical part of the poem stops here
which is highly ereditable to the poet’s accuracy. We now
come to the region of fable, the residence of Kuvera and
his attendant-demigods.
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