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Dr. Caldwell writes * Grammatieal gender has been more
fully and systemiatically devoloped in the Dravidian Tongues
than in perhaps any other languages in the world,  Properly
speaking there is no such 111“"51 as  gender in the Soythian
language, Gender appeaps in the Indo-European Languages,
in the pro-nguns and pronominals but not in the yerb,  In the
Semitic languages, the verb distinguishes, from the masculine
and lfemining in the singdlar; but in the plural as in the verb
of the Indo-European Languages, gender is ignored. Lo the
Dravidian Languages on the other band, nelt only is thore
a full equipment sex of denoling pro-noiins, but there is the

LEame devolopment ol gender o the verh also, We' have
verbal forms without the necessity of using the separate pio-
nouns s nominative for expressing, he is, sheis, it isy they

¢ {persons) are, they (things) are. This is refinement of expres-
siveness, in which the Dravidian langunges appear to stand
glone.! Sanskrit is less highly developed in this® pacticulay

so that df there were ainy. borrowing, the Deavidian family

must have been the lender, not the borrower, f

The Rev. P, Percival in his book * The land of the Vedas®
says, * Perhaps. po other language: than Tamil eombines
greater foree with equal brevity, ‘and it may be assected that
no human speech is more close and philosophic in its
gxpression as an exponent of the mind. The langunge, thus
specilic, gives to the mind a readiness and clearness of con-
ception, whilst terseness and philosophic idioms atford equal
means of lucid utteeance.”  The Rev. W. Taylor [ Raisonnce
of Oriental Mas. ) thus says, ‘1t is desirable that the polish of
the Telugi and Tamil poetry Ehtlu]d bz better known in
Eumpe so that competént Judges might determine, whether
the high distingétjon accorded "to Greel, and Latin Poetry, as
if there were nothing like it in the world is perfectly just,

14

D Winglow s It s mot exteavagant to say that in
5 pagtic form, tih.. f'mnl 15 more poliched and neat than ‘the
htfu:h and more gopious than the Latin. In its fulness and
power. it more resembles English and German than any other
living language.
Chavles B, Goversays Y The T umimna posgess one of
the noblest literatures the world has seen.
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1, In the beginning was the word and the word was with God,
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2. The same was in the beginning with God.
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4. [n him was life; and the life was the light of men.

8. And the light shineth in ‘darkness; and the darkness

comprehended it not- ’
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