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INTRODUGCTION

The present publication, PATIVRATACARITRAMU, is based
on two manuscript copies available in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, and described under D. No. 1104
and 1105. D. No. 1105 is a palm leaf manuscript, while the other is
on paper. The paper manuscript contains some brief notes in
English written by Mr. C. P. Brown. Both the manuscripts are
incomplete and contain the same extent.

PATIVRATACARITRAMU is a fine composition in Dyipada
waetre describing the greatness of “PATIVRATYA . The list story
in this work as printed is numbared as 32 but eleven stories are
missing within these 82 stories. So only twenty-one stories are
brought to publ cation.

The name of the author is not knowa. It can be inferred
however, by his style ete.,, that he should have flourished after
Prabandhe Poets. As the final colophon is not availabls, it is difficult
to say how many stories he had written.

The work is closely modelled on Palavékari Kadiripati’s guka
Saptati except that the author has refined the base erotic love of the
novel. The pattern is identical in both, but each has a different
motive and import. In Guka Saptati, when a rich merchant goes
abroad on one of his trade-trips, his beautiful wife, goaded on by a
chamber maid of the king, tries to meet him in his palace; a parrot,
reared as a pet, protects her chastity by engaging her every night
with an ingenious story and thus keeps her at home till her master
returns. The present work also moves on the same lines.

The stories of this work are gathered from many sources. The
introduction and the story of Puspadanta are taken from Bhatta
Soma Déva’s Katha Saritsigara. Some stories are found in Dharma
Vyidha Upakhyina (Mahi Bhirata), DBhojarijiya, Simhisana
Dvitriméati and Kéytrabahu Caritra. Others, like the stories of
Arundhati and Lopimudrd, are taken from Puranas The story,
resembling that of Sumati, who, by her supreme power of Pativratya,
s'topped the day break to protect the life of her husband, has its source
in the Markandéya Purina. Durmédha, the husband of the chaste
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lady, is a close parallel to Gunanidhi of Kasikhanda and Nigama
Sarma of Pinduranga Mahatmya. There are a few other popular
stories also. All are absorbingly well written.

The narrating parrot in this work was no ordinary parrot. He
was Sukirti, the minister of a king by name Canda Pratipa. He was
well versed in all the arts, but having been under the spell of a curse
which he brought on himself from a sage called Dalabhdji, he assumed
the form of a parrot retaining all his mental powers. No wonder he
was very shrewd and attractive in his talk even as a parrot and kings
and chieftains came to hear him! This parrot, again is a close
parallel to Sucimukhi as drawn by Pingali Stranna in his Prabhavati
Pradyumna.

A merchant by name Dhanadatta bought this parrot. The
parrot, in its turn, ordered some changes in its master’s shop thus
bringing on a boom in his business. But, its master was not happy
for all the money, for, his son Kubéra Datta had fallen on evil ways
neglecting his own beautiful young wife. How the parret skilfully
brought the young couple together makes an interesting reading.

The verse is sweet and simple. The poet has a flair for dabda-
lamkiras. One relishes the sayings and idioms aptly used. Some of
the words used in this work are taken as authoritative in Gabda
Ratnikara. The influence of the great masters like Nannaya, Tikkana

and Mukku Timmana is apparent.

Bharat is a land famous for sages and Pativratis. The ideal of
such life sustains not only individuals but the country as a whole.

It is hoped that this book will be enjoyed by many of our devoted

womenfolk.

My thanks are due to Pandits Sris M. Sarabhesvara Sarma and
T, Sridharamurthy who prepared the press copy, did the collation
and corrected the proofs.

Government |
Oriental Manuscripts T. CHANDRASEKHARAN ;
Library, Madras-5. Curator.
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