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PREFACE

DHANURVEDA or the branch of knowledge which deals with the
different varieties of weapons and arms is one of the four Upa-Vedas,
namely, AYURVEDA, DHANURVEDA, GANDHARVA VEDA and
NATYA VEDA which are attached to the Rgveda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda and Atharvanaveda respectively. (Vide) Commentary—

agHgETIR ugag IR |
FAWE WG WERA AR IJ N
HANEA WA TITAIH: |
(ffmwre = 9-98)

Dhanurveda is defined as follows :
; (ffaswre = 9-9¢)
The present work NITTIPRAKASIKA of VaiSampayana is a good
illustration of this branch of knowledge. Dhanurveda had its origin

from Brahm3a who revealed it first to Prthu, son of Vena, pleased with
his good administration even in Kali age.

ST, S SE AN AgWi
qarme geEIml & giRtE =m0

Ygearasg w0, Sty mE@fa: |
FEFACATAST AW =% "SI

ﬁ&aargﬁam wetar ghegim: |
FEEOTRTAE |AT a1 a0
(Rfomre 938, e, 2¢)

This Upaveda as revealed by Brahmd consisted of one hundred
thousand chapters. But foreseeing the mental and physical dete-
rioration of the later generations, the subsequent writers on the subject
simplified it to enable the people to comprehend it easily.
Brahma, Maheévara, Skanda, Candra, Pracetas, Manu, Brhaspati,
Sukra, Bharadvaja, Vedavyasa and Gaurasiras are the subsequent writers
on the subject. VaiSampayana reduced this Upaveda to eight
chapters (Adhyayas). The first five Adhyayas deal with the classification
and definition of the various weapons and arms. The other three Adhya-
yas deal with military strategy, recruitment of soldiers to the army,

~ appointment of officers and their emoluments and the duties of kings,
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i PREFACE

NITIPRAKASIKA is the title of the present work as designated
by the author in the opening stanza. The term nifz in this context
connotes a wider sense and it is probably meant to include Rdjanits
dealing with politics and state administration and Dandaniti dealing
with military strategy. This work comes in the category of works like
Kamandakiya-Nitisira and Kautilya-Arthasastra, Harihara-Caturan-
ga, Sangrama-Vijayodaya, etc. But, while these latter works deal
either with military strategy or state politics or both, Nitiprakasika
alone deals with the different varieties of weapons besides military and
state administration. Agnipurana also deals with certain varieties of
weapons. But the classification and description of weapons given in
this work are more definite and elaborate based on an accurate know-
ledge of the weapons which were used in ancient India.

More than 136 weapons are mentioned and described in this work
and they are all classified under four groups or varieties, namely : (1)
Mukta, (2) Amukta, (3) Muktagmukia and (4) Mantra-mukia. These
four varieties are considered to be the four feet of the Dhanurveda
personified.

g% 9 gg® 9 gwigwad: W |
wags 9 SEik agdgeera 7 0
(Mfawte R, 31)

But the Agnipurana, which also deals with weapons, mentions the
four divisions of the army, namely, ratha, gaja, turaga and padati as the
four feet of Dhanurveda and gives a different classification of the weapons
consisting of five varieties.

SgEqg 9gEs 9% q=@Ed B39 )
ATPATET AraiEte SfeaE o
gragT g gwawia qar |
wgw AFIE T AN qnAE N
(w@mgite ¥o 2wa. Fro 3, )
Particulars regarding the identity of Vaiéampayana, the author of
the present work, are not available. This work is accompanied by a
-commentary called Nitiprakasika-Tattvavivrti. The name of the com-

mentator is Sitdrama of Kaundinya family. He was the son of one Nafi-
junda, a name which is familiar in Mysore and some parts of Karnatakas

’
PREFACE iii

This edition containing the text and commentary of Nitiprakasika
is based respectively on the manuscripts described under D. Nos. 3875
and 3878 preserved in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras.

Our thanks are due to Messrs. M. S. Vaidyanathan, T. H. Viswa-
nathan, V. R. Kalyanasundaram and N. S. Ramanujam of this Library
who rendered help in the publication of this work.

MADRAS-5, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
17th December 1952. Curator.
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LIST OF AGENTS FOR<T ADRAS GOVERNMENT
i , PUBLICATIONS.

JIN CITY.
AOCOUNT TEST INSTITUTE, Egmore, Madras. 'g\
X Crry Book COMPANY, PosT Box NO. 605, Madras-4.

3 HIGGINBOTHAMS, Madras, R
2 4 @  P. VARADACHARI & C0., Madras. 5
S THE SOUTH INDIA SATVA SIDDHANTHA WORKS PUBLISHING SUOII'I’Y, LnMaTED, Madras,
: . P VENEATARAMA & C0., Madras. {
2 o V. PERUMAL CHETTY AND SONS, Madras. y . - $F,

V. RAMASWAMY SASTRULU & SONS, Madras. 1 i
g OTTRUMAT OFFICE, Madras-17.
L M. DORAISWAMY MUDALIAR & Co., Madras,
FREE INDIA CO-OPERATORS’® AGENCY, Madras-4.
¢ SOUTH INDIA TRADERS, Royapetta, Madras.

? ; ¥ 3 IN MUFASSAL.
M. C. KRISHNIAE & 1Y, Madanapalle, Chittoor district.
THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES COMPANY, R.S. Puram, Coimbatore district.
D. SREEEKRISHNAMURTHY, ONGOLE, Guntur district.
M. SESHACHALAM & Co., Masulipatnam, Krishna district.
TRIVENI PUBLISHERS, Masulipatnam, Krishna district.

- e HINDUSTAN DIARY PUBLISHERS, Vijayavada, Krishna district.
THE COMMERCIAL LINKS, Governorpet, Vijayavada, Krishna district.
THE MANAGER, Gramodharana, Buckmghampeb Vijayavada, Krishna district,
E. M. GOPALAKRISHNA KONE, Madural, Madurai district.
XK. P. AEMED KUNHI & BROS., Cannanore, Malabar district.

® KERATA POLYTECHNIC CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY, L1D., Kozhikode-5 (South Malabar),

P. K. BROTHERS, Kozhikode (South Malabar).
V. D. MoorTHY, Nellore, Nellore district.
A. VENERATASUBBAN, Vellore, North Arcot district. v % :
TIMES MODERN MART, Salem, Salem district. i !
K. BHOJA RAO & Co., Mangalore, South Kanara district.
U. R. SHENOY & SONS, Mangalore, South Kanara district,
SRINIVAS & Co., Kumbakonam, Tanjore district.
P. N. SWAMINATHA SIVAN & Co., Pudukkottai, Tiruchirappalli district,
8. KRISEHNASWAMI & Co., Tiruchirappalli, Riruchirappalli, district,
PATANTAPPA BROTHERS, Teppakulam, Tiruchirappalli, Tiruchirappalli district,
V. S. VAsSAN & Co., Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli district.

} 8. R. SUBRAMANIA PILLAT, Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli district. ’

| ARIVU NOOLAGAM, Market Street, Ootacamund.

| IN OTHER STATES,
BHANVARILAL JAIN, Motikatra, Agra.
3 SREE ABHIRAVA VAIDYA SHARADA BOOK DEPOT, Bangalore-2,
THE BANGALORE BOOK CENTRE, Bangalore-2.
ﬁﬁ THE STANDARD BOOK DEPOT, Bangalore-2.
L y HARI GOVIND BOOK STALL, Baroda.
"" Nmw BOOK COMPANY, Bombay.
' THE PoPULAR BOOK DEPOT, Lamington Road, Bombay-7,
i
|
|

THE BoOK COMPANY, Calcutta.
THACKER SPINK & Co., Calcutta.
BHARAT STORES, Ernakulam.
CHAROTAR BOOK STALL, Anand (Gujerat).

OSMANIA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ CO-OPERATIVE BOOEK DEPoT, I, ¢ 3
, Laliaguda P.0., Hyderabad

(Decean).
8. M. JAGANATHAN, Nagercoil.
8. V. KAMAT, Kumta (North Kanara),
JAIN BOOE AGENCY, New Delhi.
' INTERNATIONAL BOOK SERVICE, Poona.
NTERNATIONAL BOOK HOUSE, Trivandrum.




	0704
	0705
	0706
	0707
	0708
	0709
	0710
	0711
	0712
	0713
	0714
	0715
	0716
	0717
	0718
	0719
	0720
	0721
	0722
	0723
	0724
	0725
	0726
	0727
	0728
	0729
	0730
	0731
	0732
	0733
	0734
	0735
	0736
	0737
	0738
	0739
	0740
	0741
	0742
	0743
	0744
	0745
	0746
	0747
	0748
	0749
	0750
	0751
	0752
	0753
	0754
	0755
	0756
	0757
	0758
	0759
	0760
	0761
	0762
	0763
	0764
	0765
	0766
	0767
	0768
	0769
	0770
	0771
	0772

