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‘“ We cannot except that ~the present Goverume‘nt
manned mostly by the land owning class will enach sueh land
legislation which will harm their own interests. - Even when
they try to introduce land reforms they give ample time for
the landowners to distribute among themselves or sgell their
lands so that they may not be affected by the law and $hus
the law becomes a mere force "
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“Phe Madras Goverament is, however, helpless in the
matter, for the Government of India in the Commeree and
Industries Department are dictating the policy as to what
should be done "or what should not be done in the State of
Madras. We are tied to the apron st;rmgs of the Central
Government -
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Buildings can be seen but does this mean that the people
themselves are aware of the apportunities for raising their
standards of living ? - Model villages may be institued but
does this mean what a process is under way in which the
inhabitants of that village are working to improve even that
mode! villages? Are there more people who can read and
weite? Are there fewer cases ol muliwria or dysentry? Has
infant morality been reduce!’ Ilow wuch has the villager
-himself done to produce these resulss ?
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“ The increage in the Budget Estimate ! Revisel) for
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‘Madras is one o' the earliest Provinces to take up thig
QuestiOxl on Government level and as early as 19'9 an effort
was made to make an exhau tive enquiry info the conditions
of the depressed and backward c'asses and the disabil ties of
improving their conditions: It was in that year that the
Commissioner of Lahour was entrustéd by the Government
with the duty of the betterment of the conditions of the de-
pressed and backward classes in the State-’’
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“ I rise tio make a statement on the recent outbreak of
lawlessness and vislence in some parts of Ramanathapuram
district and the steps taken by the Government to mainbain
law and order and to render relief to the vietims of the
riots.’ S
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An armed gang of 500 Thevars which went shout sefiting flre
to Palla houses and looting properties in Pacheri, Kaloorani
and surrouniing villages was ecountered by a Special Armed
Police party under the load of Inspector of Polices Mana
madurai, at Malavarayanendal at 5 p-m- The Police ordered
the mob ta surrender their arms As the mob defied the
Police and pelted stones at them, the Taluk \lagistrate, Siva-
ganga. who was with the police party. ordered the police to
open fire. Fven after three rounds were fired the mob still
advanced towards the police party, whereon three more
rounds were fired One person who was injured as a result
of the firing died on the way to the hospital-
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