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PREFACE

This book is a collection of my articles published
in the Annals of Oriental Research of the University
of IMadras and in other literary | journals. These
articles have a common theme, and are, as such,
eminently fit to be published together as a book.

[5)

The Karnatak Uni‘gsitg awarded me, in 1971,
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy for my thesis on
“A comparative study of Vemana and Sarvajna.”
When I was engaged in that research work, I had
to write these articles as occasion demanded. Though
they contain some aspects of my research work:
they are really independent articles,

Vemana has been my favourite poet ever since
I was a boy. The reason was the delightful brevity
of his utterance and his progressive outlook. As the
latee Dy, € R, Reddy has truly said, it was the great
Vemana that exalted rational literary criticism to the
throne of the world of Telugu letters. - And there is
no doubt at all that in the Kannada literary world,
Sarvajna occupies a similar pre-eminent position,

A great deal of research work has been done on
Vemana by scholars, literary historians and critics like
Sarva Sri Vanguri, Rallapalli, Bandaru, Narla, Tekumalla
and Marupuri, and they have all published their works,
Before them, Campbell, Brown, Macdonald and other
Western scholars wrote some critical essays on
Vemana. It is needless for one to say that these
books and essays have been of immense help to me
in my research,
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All the books that have been so far published
on Vemana depict him, on the one hand, as a great
social reformer, as a rationalist and as a moral
teacher, and, on the other, as a mystic and a
‘Yogi.” In support of this view of theirs, the authors,
have quoted some verses as having been Vemana's
own utterances. Rationalism and myticism cannot go
together. The path of a rationalist and that of a
mystic are incompatible. The same individual
cannot tread both paths. On account of such con-
flicting views, it becomes difficult for all much more
so, for the nop-Telugus, to get a clear picture of
the true Vemana. The present collection of articles,
I am sure, will help readers understand the true
philosophy of Vemana.

Two other great people’s poets who like Vemana,
have shown the path of human progress, are Valluvar
and Sarvajna. With a view to helping the Telugu-speak-
ing people understand the progressive outlook of these
brother poets, I have included three short articles in
this collection. It is very essential that we should
understand and appreciate the similarities of these
brother poets. Such understanding and appreciation
will go a long way in bringing about linguistic amity
and national integration.

I take this ‘opportunity to express my sincere
thanks to the Vice - Chancellor, Padmashri N. D.
Sundaravadivelu, and the authorities of the University
of Madras for kindly taking up the publication of my
work.

2nd July 1973 DR. G. APPA RAO,
Department of Telugu,

University of Madras.
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