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TRANSLATION - NANNAYYA BHATTA’S
METHODOLOGY

BY

Maha Mahopadhyaya R. N. SAMPATH
Professor of Sanskrit, Presidency College, Madras-5

It was Anandavardhana of the 9th Century, who for the
first time in the Literary horizon of India admitted and
accepted that in Literary compositions there are bound to be
similarities, correspondcnces or resemblances of ideas and yet
they should not be damned as ‘Plagiarism’. According to him
in his magnum opus ‘‘Dhvanyaloka’, he avers that there are
3 types of correspondences, viz., imagelike on a mirror, painted
on a canvass and echo of the bodily features. The last one
is acceptable to Anandavardhana and he has no hesitation to
denounce the rest two. According to him the first two are
Jifeless whereas the third one is full of life with all possible
qualities of head and heart., It is like the son and father
similarity maintaining the individual difference in spite of
resemblance. The Vedic dictum ¢ ‘ ¢®23 Y BT &8 atma vai
Putranamasi’’ - might have weighed with him for this acceptance.

Just as there are limitations in the world of material
substances for all entities similarly there is bound to be
limitation in the world of words too. «2 8" M_l{o'é
SR a"“‘5"3’“'7"‘("”—yato vaco nivartante Aprapya manasa saha.
Words fall flat not able to catch up the concept of Highest
Entity along with the mind. Ananda Vardhana’s enunciation
was for the poems in Sanskrit language regarding the repetition
of an idea or motif of an ancient poet by a later one.

What is permissible for a poem in one language may be
equally applicable to its translation in other languages too.
Perhaps Nannayya Bhatta was a pioneer and the first translator

-of a Sanskrit composition in a South Indian language even

though in the 13th century Vedanta Desika gave a free
rendering of a Tamil work ‘“Thiruvoimozhi’’ in Sanskrit,

4
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Milton contended that Translators are -traitors. His
justification was that the translators do not really picturise the
original author’s intentions fully in their translations. One main
norm that a translator has before him is to be literally
faithful to the original. The one main difficulty in this is that
every language has its own manncrism, ideology and usage
which may be against the original work’s medium. In this
circumstance the translator by being faithful to the original
medium presents only a psuedo rendering but not one that is
germane to the translated medium. This becomes all the more
complicated and confused when a Sanskrit work is taken for
translation. Unless and until the translated medium also has
the nuances and subtilities of the medium of the translated

work, the full import and aim of the work translated cannot
be obtained.

The other method is a free-hand rendering of the translated
work into a new language. Here there is scope for the
translator’s ingenuity to play with., Hard places not amenable
for easy rendering may be presented or left out at the
convenience and command of the translator and by reading
such a work one will be introduced to the work not other-

wise amenable for understanding because of an unknown
medium,

Besides these two methods there is one another process
which comes to be known “Transcreation”. In this process it
is not merely the representation of an idea of one medium
into a different one without any distortion but at the same
time the translator has a free hand to say that in his own
way. This has been the main contribution of Nannayya to the
literary expansmn He has blazed a new trail in this line
which has been followed by later literateurs. This method does
not give freedom to distort the original but the translators
have the liberty to contract or expand any narrative or imagery

to suit the need. In fact to quicken the movement of the

narrative this may become necessary too. But at the same time

they cannot represent any incident or act in such a way that
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may. change or distract the -essential - qualities of the charaetér
of the original work. To illustrate this distraction the following
example may suffice. In the Tamil Classic ¢Silappadikaram?’
the author Ilango represents Kannagi the heroine ‘as an
embodiment of chastity which she vindicates by burning' the
Madura City by hurling away the left breast in the air. Here
the author’s point of view is to present that' even natural
forces obey the commands of a chaste woman. But the story
and script based on Silappadigaram for a film has presented
this scene not on supernatural basis but based on rationalistic
doctrines. It is presented as if she takes a 'live and burning
torch and sets fire to -the buildings little realising that his
ingenuity has failed miserably., It is not only that he has
felled the characters from the high pedéstal but also failed
the poetic justice. Contrarily Valmiki was a retionalist. In
such a situation he introduced a monkey. His tail got bounded
with rags soaked in oil and ‘'when  lit, the monkey did not
walk on the streets but hopes over the roof-tops enablmg the
fire to get set on all houses.

Reverting to the work of Nannayya Bhatta ‘‘Andhra
Mahabharatam”, it is to be noted that he has not left us the
full work of Vyasa in 18 parvas in Telugu but we have to-day
only the first two parvas viz. Adi and Sabha and a portion
of Vana Parva., What led to the incompletion  is? notioithis
paper’s problem? The presentation is comprehensive and in
tact regarding the narration as found in the original. This
work being the first literary classic in Telugu, the author has
exemplified himself as a master “craftsman. The ‘languagé has
a charm and diction that can easily surpass any im that
category. In fact he has delineated as 'style and language that
has become the model for all later writers in Telugu. ‘The
blending of “Sanskrit and Telugu to a harmonious admixture
that confers a sweetening effect to a dlscernmg heard is a gift
of the pioneer Translator REOS

eyl

But what distinguishes the trans]atlon from the orlgmal
work is the pattern handled by the translator, - It- is a knowan
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fact that the translator Nannayya Bhatta was the Raja Purohita
of the Chalukyan King Raja Raja 944-1022. It was the King’s
order to resume and restore the Vedic religion that vfas
prevalent then. Being a staunch Mimamsaka steeped in the
performance of rituals and rites as per the dictates of Veda
nec?ssarily pin* pointed the need for the Dharma and practisin’
of it earnestly. Hence when the opportunity came into h'i
hz.mds, he naturally seized it and gave full vent to his elt
dictum. Dharma is a spiritual concept as per the Mimarfl)sa
system and performance of the Vedic injunctions are paramount
and none need be in servitude to any Devata. Contrarily in
the extant Mahabharata in Sanskrit and particularly in yth
Sabha Parva an intriguing situation arises. When Dharme
performs Raja-suya-Yaga Bhisma advises Dharma to give tha
first .honour (Agra Puja) to Sri Krishna and when quistionecel
by Sisupala in nearly 19 Adhyayas he narrates the previo
avataras of Krishna from that of Varaha and establishes H ?s
no‘t thereby a mortal as appears to be. But God and Bhekls'
being anathema for a Mimamsaka, Nannayya offers tw - tll
for the choice. First he avers that being an oldest m:n:ZaSOHS
the ass.embly and also as well enshrined in wisdom both w er]d(l)f
fmd s'plritual, he has high esteem and regard for Sri K:rh .
in spite of his age and hence Dharma being a junior L
of my family should adherc to the advice and secondl
belongs to a princely class.* But these two reason);
acceptable for logical scrutiny against the convincin
adduced in the original, ‘ 'X . % ing

member
Krishna
are not
reasons

Besides in the disrobing of Draupadi in the same Parva b
Dussasana in the Durbar Hall while all members were B
the continuous flow of sareces as if from nowhere is r B
but not the prayer of Draupadi to Sri Krishna to co::e:znltl:

in that distress, is conspicuous by its absence. Nevertheless
: a

full-length discussion over the point raised by Draupadi of h
conquest is discussed in detail as if heavens will fall if such 6
a

discussion was not held. The fear of Dharma-sampata, if nor

i P' 3370 A-M-B.
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answered correctly and convincingly, grips the elders, to hold
the discussion. This problem is represented in the original too

but in not in the same fervour.

The Sabha parvam in Vyasa Bharata has main themes
like—Building of a palace by Maya and its description by
comparison of other celestial Sabhas by Narada; Rajasuya Yaga
and its precedent and anticident actions; game of dice and .
humiliation of Pandavas not excluding Draupadi. ~ These three
main and major incidents have a larger chunk of expansive
material culmination and finalisation.  The first viz., Maya
Sabha-though descriptive in nature and content yet is spread
over 12 Adhyayas. The Trarslator does represent the contenst
of this sector in just 81 units of composition containing vacanas,
seesapadyams etc. The Brahma Sabha description is extending
over 62 verses in the original and concludes with the verse
«Sabhayam Manusha loke Sarva Sreshta tama tave.’” But the
Translator condenses the whole content in just 15 lines in
vacana style.  The matter is so condensed that the reader or
hearer not only comprehends but has scope for his visualization
and imagination. Besides the contemporary ideas that were in
vogue but not that of original has also been introduced. Vyasa
while describing the Durbar Hall of Brahma enumerates all
who were present, The panca tattvas, pance Bhutas, Yuga (as
per Vedic astronomy only 5 years) etc. But Nannayya makes
the entire gamut of Time from Kshana to Yuga.** By his
time the Chaldean system of 60 years cycle, 60 nadikas and
60 vinadikas have come to rule.

Hence it fis evident that Nannayya by presenting the
Mahabharata in Teluou had in his mind not to offer a mere
translation but represent that as a Dharma Sastra pin-pointing
the subtle Dharmas that get spread in the whole of Mahabharata.
Incidentally he has paved the way for the originality and his
perspective of life being enshrined in that. This is nothing but
a Transcreation Process and the modern translators like P. Lall

i g i e

** p_ 305 A.M.B. line 13ff. In the Vigpu Purana the order of Parts of
Time is different.
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and others might get much benefit by reading the principles
which have been handled by Nannayya. It is unique character
of Telugu Bharatam that compelled Dr. Sukthankar and others

to take this work as a basis for the preparation of critical

edition of Mahabharata by Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona.
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