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PREFACE

This book which contains a description of Ayurvedic medicines’is
based on a single . manuscript in this library bearing D: No. 213 and
copied from a palm-leaf manuscript that belonged to Kavalappara
Mippil Nair. The value of the work consists more in its being the
notes of a very erudite physician than in its being a book on medicine,
The desultory manner in which the subject-matter is treated may be
due to this peculiar character,

One can have a very limited knowledge of symptoms.of digeases
from, this book and so he has to depend on his own experience or other
books on medicine for diagnosing the illness, The book is mainly a
recipe of a number of remedies with occasiona] prescriptions of medical
diet for the patient. The method of preparation of Kagayas, Ghrtams,
Ciirnas, Tablets, ete., are well dealt with in this book. The meanings
of the names of medicines have been explained clearly wherever 1t is
found necessary.

There are many mistakes in the manuscript. As another copy of
the manuscript is not available .for comparison, the book has been
published as found in the original. The spelling mistakes alone have
been corrected as far as possible. ’

Though the entire book is composed in verse, the poetry is not of
much literary value. Even the metre is wrong in several places. Neither
the date of composition nor any detail about the author is available.
Another book on medicines bearing D. No. 209, Vaidyasarasangraha
by name, has been published as No. 45 in the Oriental Manuscript

- Series. This was also copied from a palm-leaf manuscript belonging
to Kavalappara Mippil Nair. By a careful examination .of this book
and the book now published, a remarkable similarity between them can
be discovered ; and on account of this, it may be that both of them are
from the pen of the same person. In the last verse in each of the
seven chapters of Vaidyasiirasangraha, the poet says that he wrote
the book by the order of Kavalappara Mippil Nair. If these- two
books age written by the same author and if the Kavalappara Miipppil
Nair, about whom the © poot makes a mention in the Vaidyasarasangraha,
can be identified without any doubt, then the date of composition can
be known. But there is no possibility to find out even the name of
that Kavalappara Mippil Nair since the euology of the poet can be
equally applicable to all the Mappil Nairs.



N

While the Siddhausadhagrantha begins with a stanza invoking the
help of the Gods, there is no such invocation in Vaidyasarasangraha.
The poet who mentions Kavalappara Miippil Nair seven times in the
Vaidyasarasangraha does not make any mention about him in the
Siddhaugadhagrantha. Hence the two books may not be the works
of the same author.

In this book there are prescriptions for about sixty diseases like
fever, asthma, cancer, leprosy, elephantiasis, delirium, ete.

My thanks are due to Sri C. N. Gangad.haran Nair, Malayalam
Pandit, of this library for preparing the press copy and correcting
the proof.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Curator,
Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library,
MADRAS-5.
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LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF MADRAS
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. -

IN MADRAS CITY.

ACQCOUNT TEST SSIITUTE, Egmore, Madras.

Ciry BookK COMPANY, Madras-4.

HIGGINBOTHAMS, LIMITED, Madras-2.

P. VARADACHARI & Co., Madras-2.

THE SOUTH INDIA SAIVA SIDDHANTHA WORKS PUBLISHING SOOIETY, Madras-1.
VENEATRAMA & Co., Madras-1. .

V. PERUMAL CHETTY & SONS, Madras-1.

M. DORAISWAMY MUDALIAR & Co., Madras-1.

C. SUBBAIAH CHETTY & SONS, Madras-5.

SouTH INDIA TRADERS, Madras-14.

FREE INDIA CO-OPERATORS' AGENCY, Madras-14.

THE SEORETARY, THE CENTRAL POLYTECHNIO CO-OPERATIVE STORES, LIMITED, Madras.

IN MUFASSAL.,

THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES COMPANY, (R.S. Puram) Coimbatore.
D. SREEKRISHNAMURTHY, Ongole, Guntur district.

M. SESHAOHALAM & Co., Masulipatnam, Krishna district.
HINDUSTAN DIARY PUBLISHERS, Vijayavada, Krishna district.
THE COMMBROIAL LINkS, Governorpet, Vijayavada, Krishna district.
E. M. GOPALAERISHNA KONE, Madurai, Madurai district,

K. P. AuMED KUNHI & BROS., Cannanore, Malabar district.

P. K. BROTHERS, Kozhikode, South Malabar district.

A, VENEATASUBBAN, Vellore, North Arcot district.

TiMES MODERN MART, Salem, Salem district.

K. BHOJA RAO & Co., Mangalore, South Kanara district.

U. R. SHENOY & SoNS, Mangalore, South Kanara district.

P. N. SwAMINATEHA SIvAM, Pudukkottai, Tiruchirappalli digtric:,
8. ERISENASWAMI & Co., Tiruchirappalli,

PALANIAPPA BROTHERS, Tiruchirappalli,

S. R. SUBRAMANIAM, Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli district.
ARIVUNOOLAGAM, Ootacamund Nilgiris,

TRIVENI I’tmmsm-@s, Masulipatnam.

IN OTHER STATES. _ v

JAIN BOOK AGENOY, New Delhi-1.
INTEKNATIONAL B0OOK HOUSE, Trivandrum.
BHARAT STORES, Ernakulam.

AGENTS SPECIALLY APPOINTED FOR THE SALE OF 8% BHARATH(ARS
PUBLICATIONS.

ANANDAVIEATAN, Madras-2.
THE SWADESAMITRAN, Madras-2.

'SRIMAGAL & Co., Madras-1.

M. PALANI & (0., Pudukkottai. ? : i
I'ak KALAIMAGAL & Co., Colombo-11.
MouAN & Co., LimiTEd, Colombo.
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