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Preface

In this volume we have local accounts like

1. Chidambaram Kaifiyat

2. Senji Samasthanam Kaifiyat

3. Ratnagiriswara Kaifiyat

4. Matla Vamsa, Prasamasa Padyamulu
5. Sethyupathi Samasthana Kaifiyat etc.

All these had been collected by Colin Mackenzi.

Local accounts, though contain sometimes, unbelievable
events, have their own historical value. Hence this volume.

My thanks are due to former Tamil Development Secretary
Mr. S.P. llangovan, LAS, present secretary Mr.R. Christodass
Gandhi, LAS., Natana Kasinathan M.A., Director, Archaeology
for their efforts to bring this volume.

Selvi P.Jayamma M.A.MPhil, read the proof of this book.

Yours
Dr.S. Soundarapandian
MA.(Tamil), M.A.C(Eng),B.Ed.,Dip.Skt.,Ph.D.,
Curator

iv
A NOTE ON SANCTUM SANTORUM IN HINDU TEMPLES.

Dr.S.Soundarapandian,
M.A_,M.A_BEd.,Dip.Skt.,Ph.D.,

Curator

Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library

University Library Building

Madras - 5.

Sanctum sanctorum in Hindu temples, invariably, is quite
narrow and congested, without ventillation for light and air!

Why is this?

Before seeing the exact reason, let us view the ideas
putforth higherto in regard to this:

1. To prevent theft
2. To follow the cave traditions.

1. This idea holds no water because, as such, in the
very set up of the sanctum sanctorum there is no special
provision of whatever to prevent stealing of idols.

Moreover, not all the temples possess valuable idols
of deities inside the santum sanctorum.

2. ‘Since caves are narrow, people, following the cave
temples, constructed the sacntum sanctorums also like caves.’
This is one idea.

We can .not say that our present temples had been
developed only from cave temples. Even before temples
people had been worshipiing deities in open area without
shelters. That was the real origin of temples.

Now, let us ponder over the real reason for the conjestion
of sanctum sanctorum.

In those days while grazing cattles, cowboys would go
and sit under the trees. If there was sheltered house, they
would prefer it. So, when small temples constructed, devotees,



v
taking this in mind, had been leaving the roof unbuilt. This
we can see even today in countrysides in small temples
without roof.

Sa, in the next stage, when devotees began to build
better temples, the same idea dominated i.e. giving no room
for cowherds and the like in sanctum sanctorums.

Later om, when Agamas were written, the sivacharyas
and stapatis made it a rule to build the °‘garbagraha’ in
a small room, irrespect of the area and size of the temple.

As a result, even: great kings when they built great
temples in vast area, constructed the garbagrahas in a congested
manner.

So, only in. order to keep the immediate place around
the main deity, cleamr and free from peoples” touch, our
sanctume saecnternms were built in such a type and this
tendency has' nor connection with vedic or religious principles.
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