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PREFACE

—

The KUMARA RAMUNI KATHA is an anonymous ballad written in
the spoken dialect by a person of little education and no learning. The verse
has neither metre nor rhyme; and it is interspersed with prose passages
which form nearly a third of the bulk of the ballad. The lines are uneven
and rugged and the reciter has to follow his own devices by lengthening or
shortening the syllables to recite them rhythmically. The language is simple,
free from unnecessary ornamentation and descriptions, and the narrative
direct. The refrain tandana tana-tandanana, to be recited by the chorus, occurs
at the end of a few verses of varying length. Similarly, the exclamation melu
melu occurs in the prose passages to break perhaps the monotony.

It is not possible to fix definitely the date of the composition of the
ballad; but its language, containing as it does a large admixture of Persian
administrative terms together with a few English words, seems to indicate the
first half of the nineteenth century as the probable period of its composition,
when English began to displace Persian as the language of the government.

The story of Kumararamanatha or Kumara Rama, as he is more gene-
rally referred to in the ballad, is well known both in the Karnataka and the
Andhra countries, where he is regarded as a great hero who died in battle,
while attempting to resist the Muslim conquest of his country. The kingdom
of Kampili, over which his father ruled, was situated on the borders ang
between Karnataka and Andhra and included within its boundaries districts
where both the languages were spoken. Naturally his fame spread in both the
countries, the people of which still regard him as one of their national heroes.

The Telugu Kumararamunikatha now under publication is not unfortu.
nately as historical as one would expect. The anonymous author has taken
liberties with the contents of the story and obscnred considerably its historical
charcter by introducting fictitious characters and false incidents. The ﬁemel
of the story, however, remains intact; and it can best be seen in the Kanarese
ballads like the Kumara Ramuni Kathe of Gangayya, Paradara-sodara
Ramana-kathe of Nanjunda and the Prose Bhattara Kaifiyat. Besides these
Kannada accounts, two Kalajnana works in Sanskrit, the Vidyaranya Kala-
jnana and the Rajakala-nirnaya which refer to the flight, from Warangal to the
court of Kumararamanatha, of Harihara and Bukka, the founders of the later
Vijayanagara empire, their admission into his service, and their captivity at
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Delhi, on Ramanatha’s defeat and death at the hands of Sultan Muhammad
in battle, deserve mention. The chronicle of the Portuguese horse dealer,
Nuniz must also be taken into consideration in this context, as it embodies
a tradition current in Vijayanagara in the sixteenth century, about the
destruction of the Kingdom of Nagundy (Anegundi, the same as the kingdom
of Kampili). More important than these are the Muslim historical works such
as Isamy’s Futuh-us-Salatin and Ibn-i-Battuta’s Kitab-ur-Rihla as well as
the much later Tarikh-i-Ferishta of Muhammad Qasim Ferishta. An important
difference between these and the Telugu and the Kannada literary works
mentioned above must be noted hefe. Neither Nuniz nor any of the Muslim
writers know anything about Kumararamanatha. Strangely enough they
attribute the exploits of Kumara Rama to his father Kampila Raya. This fact
has led some scholars to doubt the historicity of Kumara Rama altogether.

The evidence of epigraphy has, however, established beyond the
shadow of doubt that not only was Kumararamanatha a historical person but
most of the events mentioned in the literary works were quite authantic.
Kampili Raya was, even as’stated in the Kumararamana-Sangatya and other
literary works, the son of Mummadi Singeya. ' He and his father before him
ruled over the country around Anegondi in the Raichur Dt. of the Hyderabad
State from Doravadi in the Hospet taluk of the Bellary Dt. and he was engag-
ed in hostilities with Ballala ITI 2. Kumara Ramanatha is mantoned in the in-
scriptions of early 15th century; of these the Sangur inscription dated A.D.1407
which records the raising of a vfragal in memory of Kumara Ramanathadeva
is of special importance; for Madarasa who erected the memorial stone was
the grandson of Bayichaverggede, ‘the bahattara-niyogadhipats of Kampili-
deva 3 The main events of the story of Kumararama, as described in the
Kannada literary works, are thus seen to be authentic, and there is no reaso-
nable ground for doubting the historicity of Kumara Ramanatha,

A detailed historical discussion of the contents of the Kumara Ramuni-
katha and other works mentioned is not called for in the introduction to a
popular ballad. Those that are interested in the histor
subject may refer to Kampili and Vijayanagara, the Origin of the City and
the Empire of Vijayanagara, the Further Sources of Vijayanagara history
Vol. I, and the early Muslim expansion in South India by Dr, N. Venkata-

ramanayya and the Studies in the Vijayanagara History by Mr. M. H. R
Sarma (QJMS. XX), Y e

ical investigation of the

Madras-17.
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INTRODUCTION

The Government of Madras took up for consideration the question of pub-
lication of the various manuscripts in different languages on subjects like
Philosophy, Medicine, Science, ete., early in May, 1945. Important Manus-
cripts Libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a list of un-
published manuscripts with them for favour of being considered by the
Government for publication. The Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maha-
raja Serfuji’s Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore; alone complied with this
request This list as well as a similar list of unpublished manuscripts in the
Government Oriental Mavuscripts Library, Madras, were carefully examined
and a tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for publication was made.
The Government in their Memorandum No. 34913/48-10, Education, dated
4.4-1949, constituted an Expert Cosumittee with the Curator of the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the final
selection of manuscripts suitable for printing and for cstimating the cost of
publication.

The following are the members of the Committee :—

Sri T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A.) B.L.
» R.P.Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.

» C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L,
» R. Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki).

N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., Ph, D,
Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, m.A,

,» V. Prabhakara Sastri.

N, Venkata Rao, M.A.
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=
b
.

-
-
-

9. ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar.
10. ,, Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar,
1. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, M.4A., L.T.

12, Dr. C. Achyutta Menon, B.A,, PH. D,

13, Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D. Phil.

14. ,, A, Sankaran, M.A., Ph.D., LT,

15. Sri Polakam Rama Sastri.

16. ,, S.K.Ramanatha Sastri.

17. Dr. M. Abdul Hagq, ».a,, p. rhil., (Ozon.)
18. Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed.
19. Sri P. D. Joshi.

20. Sri 8. Gopalan, B.4., B.L.

21, ,, T.Chandrasekharan, M,A., L.T.

i

With the exception of Sri Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar, and Dr. C.
Kunhan Raja, the above members continud to be members of the Expert
Committee for 1950—51 also to which the following gentlemen were added in
Govt. Memo. 7297-E/50-3, Edn., Dated 19—5-—'50 and Govt. Memo No.
168756-E/50-4, Edn. Dated 7—9—'50.

Dr. A, Chidambaranatha Chettiar, M.4a,, Ph. D,

Sri 8. Govindarajulu, B.A., B.L., LL.B.,, BAR-AT-LAW,
Capt. G. Srinivasamoorthy, B.A., B.L., M.B. & C.M.
Dr. Mubammad Hussain Nainar, M.4,, ph, D.

Sri T. V. Subba Rao, B.A,, B.L.

Principal, College of Indian Medicine, Madras.

2SR NS

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-Committees for the
various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Mahrathi
and Islamic Languages. They met during the month of May, 1949, at Madras
and at Tanjore to examine the manuscripts and make a selection. The recom-
mendations of the Committee were accepted by the Government and they
decided to call these publications as the “ MADRAS GOVERNMENT
ORIENTAL SERIES, " and appointed the Curator, Government Oriental

Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the General Editor of the publications under
this series,

The following manuscripts were taken up for publication during 1949-50

“A” From the Government Oriental Mainuscripts Library,
Madras.

TAMIL

1. Kappal Sattiram
2. Anubhava Vaiddiya Murai

3. Attanakolahalam
4. Upadesa Kandam
5. Colan Purva Pattayam
6. Sivajuana Dipam
. TELUGU
1. Ausadha Yogamulu
2. Vaidya Nighantuvu
3. Dhanurvidya Vilasamu
4. Yoga Darsana Visayamu
5. Khadga Laksana Siromani
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SANSKRIT

Visanarayaniyam—(Tantrasarasangraha)
Bhargava Nadika

Hariharacaturangam
Brahmasutravrtti—Mitaksara
Nyayasiddhanta Tattvamrtam

MALAYALAM

Garbha Cikitsa

{a) Vastulaksanam

(b) Silpavisayam

Mahasaram

Kanakkusaram

Kriyakramam
Kanakkusaram—(Balaprabodham)

KANNADA

Lokopakaram
Rattamatam
Asvasastram
Vividha Vaidya Visayagala
Sangitaratnakara
Supasastra

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES
Jamil-Al-Ashya
Tibb-E-Faridi
Tahqig-Al-Buhran
Safinat-Al-Najat

“B'" From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvathi Mahal

.
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Library, Tanjore.
TAMIL
Sarabendra Vaidya Murai (Diabetes)
Do. (Eyes)
Do. (Anaemia)
Do, (Svasakasam)
Agastiyar

Konkanarsarakku Vaippu

Tiruccirrambalakkovsaiyar with Padavurai

Talasamudram

Bharatanatyam :

(a) Pandikeli Vilasa Natakam

(b) Pururava Cakravarti Natakam

(¢) Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

Percy Macqueen’s Collection of Folklore in the Madras Univer-
sity Library

Ramaiyan Ammanai
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TELUGU

Kamandakanitisaramu
Taladasapranapradipika
Raghunatha Nayakabhyudayamu
Rajagopala Vilasamu

Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

MAHRATHI

Natyasastra Sangraha

(a) Book of Knowledge

{b) Folk Songs ‘

(c) Dora Darun Veni Paddhati
(d) Asvasa Catula, Dumani

(a) Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha
(b) Sarabhendra Tirthavali

(c) Lavani '
Devendra Kuravanji

Bhakta Vilasa ’
Sloka Baddha Ramayana

SANSKRIT

Asvasastra with Tricolour illustrations
Rajamrganka

Anandakandam
Ayurvedamahodadhi

Gita Govinda Abhinaya

(a) Colacampu

(b) Sahendra Vilasa
Dharmakutam—Sundara Kanda
Jatakasara

Visnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
Sangita Darpana

Bijapallava

During 1950, only the Sub-éommittee for TAMIL, TELUGU and
KANNADA met in the month of July 1950 at Madras.

The following books were taken up for publication in the various
languages during 1950—51.

TAMIL

Datcanayanar Vaiddiya Attavanai
Vaiddiyak Kalanciyam

Anubhava Vaiddiya Murai Vol. 38
TELUGU

Saivacarasangrahamu

Anubhava Vaidyam

Abhinayadarpanamu



et
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During 1951-52, only the Sub-committees for TAMIL, TELUGU and
MALAYALAM met in the month of April 1951.
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SANSKRIT

Arogyacintamani
Tattvasara with Ratnasarini
Sutrarthamreta Lahari
(a) Ratnadipika
(b) Ratnasastra
MALAYALAM

Asvacikitsa
Phalasarasamuccya

KANNADA

Vaidya Sara Sangraha

taken up for publication in the various languages.
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TAMIL

Saptarisinadi
Karnatakarajakkal Savistara Caritram
Bharata Siddantam
Pillaippinivakatam
Anubhava Vaiddiyam Vol. 4
Mattuvakatam

TELUGU

Brahmavidya Sudharnavamu
Ragatalacintamani
Vaidyacintamuni
Kumararamuni Katha
Katamaraju Katha

SANSKRIT

Devakeralam—~Candrakala Nadi
Patanjala Yogasutra Bhasya Vivarana by Sri Sankaracarya

MALAYALAM

Kilivandusamvadam
Advaita Vedantam

Barhaspatyasutra with Malayalam commentary
Karanapaddhati

KANNADA
Sadgururahasyam
ARABIC
Shawakil-Ul-Hur

The following books were

vi

It is hoped that the publication of most of the important manuscripts
will be completed within the next four years.

Some of the manuecripts taken for publication are represented by
single copies in the Library and consequently the mistakes that are found in
them could not be corrected by comparing them with other copies. The
editors have, however, tried their best tn suggest correct readings. The
wrong readings are given in round brackets and correct readings have been
suggested in square brackets. When different readings are found, they have
been given in the footnotes except in the oase of a few books in which the

corroct readings have been given in the footnote or imcorporated in the
text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for financing the entire
scheme of publication although there is a drive for economy in all the depart-
ments. My thanks are due to the members of the Expert Committee who
spared no pains in selecting the manuscripts for publication. I have also to
thank the various editors, who are expertsin their own field, for readily
consenting to edit the manuscripts and see them through the press. The
various Presses that have co-operated in printing the manuscripts in the best

manner possible also deserve my thanks for the patience exhibited by them
in carring out the corrections made in the proofs.

The present work is based upon a paper manuscript preserved in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, described under D. No.
2516 in the Descriptive Catalogue Volume XII. The size of the volume is
12§ x 8% inches. It contains 149 pages having 92 lines on a Page.

This work, Kumararamuni Katha is a popular ballad written in colle-
quial Telugu. It gives an account of Kumara Rama, son of Vira Kumbhini
(Vira Kampiliraya) who was the king of Vasavalli (Hosamale) and his battle
with Asanalli Khan, King of Delhi in which Kumara Rama died, over-
powered by his enemies. The name of the author is not known. Thisis a
beautiful composition describing the valiant deeds of a hero enshrined in the
hearts of the people. The work isin an easy flowing style bringing literary
flavour to almost all and giving an exceptionally exciting experience of a past
era. More briefly, it sings about a human episode in the tragical notes of a

sub-terranian musical extravaganza It is hoped that the public, the scholars
a8 well as the layman, will receive it warmly.

Govt. Oriental Mss. Library,} T. Chandrasekaran,

Triplicane, Madras, General Editer.
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